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' No other fpeaker of my living aSionsj 
' To keep mine honour from corruption, 
' But fuch an honeft chronicler—.'* 

Men8. Aa^Sc.2« 
' Hie nigrse fuccus ioliginis, haec eft 

< .^ugomeia : quod vitium procul abfore chartis, 
' Atque animo prius, ut ft quid promittere de me 
PoiTum aliud vere, promitto.** 

HoKACB,Sat. i. 4. ICO. 
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TO THE KING.. 



Sire, 

AS the accuftomed fprms of focicty 
do not permit Your Majesty to mix 
with your fubjefts at large, and to ac-.. 
quire, in perfon, a diftindt and particu* 
lar knowledge of their refpedive merits, 
aiSions, and charafters, thefe Biographical 
Sketches are fubmitted and addrefled to 
YO0, with peculiar propriety, and with 
profound refped:. 

That Your, Majesty may thus, in 
fome meafure, be enabled .to appreciate 
their diftinguifhed talents, to refpedt 
their illuftrious virtues, and to reward 

their 



DEDICATiOl^. 

their ufeful and meritorious adlions, dur- 
ing the continuance of a lengthened, hap- 
py, and profperous reign, is the fervent 
wiih, and devoUt prayer, of 
Your Majefty's 
moft humble and 
mod obedient 

Subjects and Servants, 

Lcndon^ Nov, 1798. 

THE EDITORS. 



P R E F A C E. 



JL HE ohjcA <tf the Wcricwbicb a imr fiifanBted to die 
Public, is tx> exhibit^ ifi the meaaoirs of die iUuftrious ac^ 
tors, the publie and fecret htflDry of the pnfeiit times. Re* 
^>e^ble works^ oCa fimiiar defcriptiaB) haye been puUiflv- 
ed in various countries oil' the iponttneiit;. vooe^ however^ 
have hitherto been atteoaptec^ upon ihc ftme pian^ in this 
country. 

Bioo&APHY, in all itt farms, is allowed fxi be t&e mift 
fafcinating and inftru^ve (pecies of litenUrjr compoficioB^ 
It not only pofiefies all the advaatagesof genend hiftorjiv 
the various excellencies of whid»»ay be jtEuKdoBfly inter* 
woven with the lives of eminent perfamges^ but it frequent^ 
ly difcovers the minute and latent fprings of great erentSi 
which, in the comprebenfive iif^ of Hiftovy) would have 
efcaped attention^ 

Many of the attradioos of Biography in general, and 
fome additional advantages, are pofiefled by c^ntefftporary- 
Bkgr^pky^ The memoirs rf men^ who are the prefent 9c^ 

tors 
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tors on the great theatre of life, who acquire and demand 
public confidence, and from whom further refults of action 
or meditation are to be expeded, neceilarily excite a higher 
degree of curiofity, than the lives of thofe who have made 
their exit from the ftage, by whom no future good or evil 
can be performed or perpetrated, and who, ^^ dead, gone, 
and forgotten," are generally carried down the ftream of ob- 
livion, and fwollowed up in the gulph of unregiftered mor- 
tality. 

It muft be admitted, that the biographer of deceafed per- 
fons is" better enabled, by the independence of his fituation, 
and a more extenfive retrofpefl, to eftimate the degree of 
virtue and vices, and to appreciate the fum total of merit and 
demerit with greater precifion, than the contemporary bio- 
grapher, who is retrained, by the extreme delicacy of his 
undertaking, from giving the finifhing ftroke to his delinea- 
tions of chara£ler, whbfe incomplete materials prevent him 
from deducing general and important conclufions in their 
prOper.latitude, and, in many cafes, from difcriminating be^ 
tween.hypocrify and fincerity. Still, however, a writer of 
(his defcription is better able to colled: fads, and may, iii 
general, be more depended upon,, as to the authenticity of 
his teftimony, then he who writes the lives of deceafed per- 
fi>ns. Many eminent men, refpeding whom pofterity have 
caule to lament the deficiency of biographical information, 
bave pafled.their early days in obfcurity, and diofe who then 
knew.them were either too ignorant, or too unobfervant, to 
be able to oiake any communications refpeding them. 
When death has once fet his feal upon their labours, few or 
no .opportunities oSac of obtaining fatisia£bry andcircum- 
ftantial information ; their early contemporaries are, proba- 
blyy alfq gone ofF the .ftage. From caufes like tbefe, how 
little is known of fome of the moft diftinguifhed luminaries 
that have irradiated the political and literary hemifpheres ! 

Of 
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Of many who know only, Aat they filled elevated fituations, 
that they compofed ^lendid works, made important diibove- 
ries, died in a particular year, and were at length interred nf 
fome venerable repofitory of the dead. 

An annual publication like the prefent will beft provide 
againft a future deficiency of this kind, with regard to the 
diftingui(hed perfonages who now fill up the drama of pub* 
lie life in the Britifh empire. The Editors a^e not like- 
ly to commit themfelves, and the reputation of dieir 
work, by inferting dire£l falfehoods, or partial mif- 
reprefentations : no character, of whom they now or may 
hereafter treat, can be thought infenfible to the lovp of 
contemporary or pofthumous fame; hence^ ihould any 
undefigned error, or any inaccurate ftatement, inadver- 
tently efcape them, it may be rationally prefumed, that 
the party aiFeded, from a regard to his own reputation, 
will take the earlieft opportunity to corred fuch mif- 
tatements; or that fcmie friend, intimately acquainted 
with the fubjed, in the candour and warmth of efteem, 
may be ftimulated to write a more particuhr and accurate 
account, for a fubfequent edition. 

From thefe premifes * ma^y it not be reafenably con- 
cluded, that this Work poflefies a legitimate claim to public 
patronage, as well from its promifed utility to future biogra- 
phers and hiftorians, as from its being an highly entertaining 
and iifeful aflemblage of intereiling and important fafb^and 
anecdotes? 

In refped to the prefent v<dume^ it is aeceflary to remark, 
that the articles are written by a number of gentlemen, 
Vrhofe adopted fignatores are affixed to their refpe£tive 

. com- 

"tBeHde ot];^er arguments which maybe urged, iq rfcpinmendation.of 

ihis novel undertaking, the Editors might quote the example of ibme of 

the moft illuftrioiu men in all ages and nations, who hare judged it pro- 

' f er tq vri^e their own memoirs, and to pu]}li(h them during the^ lifetime* 
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communications. ,Such % multiplicity of fads, in b escteo^ 
.five and various -a group -cf characters, could not have been 
^fupplied by any one t>r two individuals. Although a deli- 
cate tafk, the mode generally adopted in the compofition of 
'this work, has been to apply to fome friend of the party, 
^vrtiofe intimate knowledge of the relative Ssn&s and circum- 
-ftances qualified him to do ample juftice to the chara^er. 
This indifpenfeble arrangement, requifite to produce the 
ifaitbfid execution of the vxJume, has, however, occafioned 
a vairiety in the jftyle asd manner of the feveral articles, 
•which, at firft fight^ nuy give it a Sort of heterogeneous 
appearance, but will not detract from its real ;merit in the 
^imation of the judicious reader. 

It is poflible that a faftidious ojbferver, or other perfon 
more intimately conneCked .with the fubjedl of the fevecal 
jQemoifS, qwy hc^ «nd thpre d^ted fome venial error, fome 
.(rifling anapbromfm) or apparent mifconftruClion.;! .foritln^e 
.the Editors .can od}y:atone, by expiieffing their earned wiih 
ffoar moce corre.(Sl /information, -yt^hicfa 'Will be thankfully re-- 
/cervsd, and jps^mStvMy attended to in a i^utupe edition.-^ 
That fome inaccuracies are unavoidable in a work ;of .this 
jBature, muft naturally be ;e:cpe(Sed by every perfi>n accuftom- 
led to habits of litemry compofition, or who pQfleiresXufici- 
4ent knawlege of the complicated occurrences which mack 
Tthe career qf public and private life. 

The E-ditof s are more ferioufly apprehenfive left, in any 
inftance whatever, theyfhould unfortunately and unrntenti- 
fmally-be.aimeans of wounding.the acutefeniibility, tbelau-> 
•dable ambition, or the generous pride of any. individual 9 no 
iprooedure could ;i;ie more, alien, to their -wiSies luid^inte^tions^ 
Any reprefentation on the part of thofc who naay think 
themfelves aggrieved, which may be tranfmitted to the Edi^ 
tors, ihall be treated with marked deference and a:ttention. 
The moil: fcrupulous caution has been exercifed, to divefi: 
'J(i^:mt fnfimkis .ofievery ap^ranccof national aad^poUtical 

partiali^es 
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ptftialuUs. Na ^iiachment u mf fartkuUir Jk if mm •r 
epinionsy no pnjudicis againfi nun ni ph^^ W fnipfjSS^J*^ 
in favour <f mm wt rf placf^ m hw tmwylf ^ 4§ntro^ 
^rud pointf (f thidoi^y no p^fon^l xtuuip0ikieu «f makvo^ 
lent exaggerations^ no invidious difpofition^f 4i$f^0ff from 4fc^ 
knowleged virtue or merits have influenai^ in uMt or in 
party the conduSi tf the Pf ^ j e ^ hr emd Omdu&ors of the 
ff^ork. 

If die prefent vdume &ouM 4}e honoured by 9 degree of 
approbation and patconage cotrefpondent to the anxious 
wiihes and expe(StatioQtiif the jEiiStors, it is their defign to 
prefent the Public with a fimilar volume in the courfe of the 
year i799> and to continue the )¥ork in each fucceeding 
year. That there wiU h^fbrnidOt laaterials for fuch a con-i 
tinuation muft be-trbvious, when it is confidered, that the 
following illuftripusandproaunoat characters are omitted in 
the prefent volume, only for ^prant of room or competent ma- 
terials ; the Lord Chanoetlor, ^lie Marquis of Lanfdowne, 
the Duke of Graftoji, the Duke pf Bedford, Lord Kenyon, 
Mr. Erfkine, Mr. Sheridai?* L4Evd firenville, the Duke of 
Portland, Earl Hom^ Ead St. Vincent, Ltord Bridport, 
Lord Auckland, Mr, Tierncy, Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Mr, Weft, Ear) Sp.«vQer, Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr, 
Haftings, Mr. Wynteam, tbe Eairljrf Lauderdale, the Duke 
of Leeds, Lord SomenFiHe, and nesrly three hundred other 
eminent and remarkably perfanSj x:on|ieded with the political 
^nd literary world. 

For the iake of variety, no particular arrangement of the 
articles has been adopted ; .an attention to the fame obje£i: 
has alfo di(Ebted tke'ml4ti&rik)U3^cfaoice of charaAcrs. Each 
reader will prohsMy ^udge of the reyijjSte^dfegree of publi* 
city annexed to a perfom^^, acQordfngffq|Ps own peculiar 
connexions and jcaft ^ thiokiMijg^ U is ^believed, however^ 
that no charadhr Js iafet«ei|> flrfiich js not'juftly confldered 
as confpicuQus in a very^ extended ckdC) and which does not 

poffefi 
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pofTefs a Aifficient degree of merlti or original feature, to be 
properly entitled to public notice. 

Communications for the fecond volume, or correftions of 
the prefent, are requefted to be addreflcd to J. Moore, No. 
45, College*green, 

Marchj 1799. 

Portraits given in the Frontifpiecey mojl of which will be 
found to be asflriking Likenejfes as any that have appear ed, 
(ind all of them Jlrongly eharaEleriftiq. 

I. Lord Nelfon. 
9. Earl Moira. 

3* Archbifhop of Caqterbury« 

4. Lord Hood. 

5. Earl of Clare. 

6. Mr. Kemble. 

7. Mr. Thomas Taylor, 

8. Dr, Tower?, 

9. Mr. Fox. 

10. Mr. David Williams, 

II. Mr. D'lfracli. 

12. Mr. George Dyer. 

13. Dr. Prieftlcy. 

14. Mr. G. Wakefield. 

15. Alderman BoydclL 

^6. Dr. Herfch^. ' 

1 7. judge Boiler. 
^ 18. Sir John Sinclair. 

19. Mc. Fofter, Speaker of th^ H. C, 

20. Mr. John Beresford. 

21. Dr. Haweis. 

22. Bifhop of Rochcfter.^ 
?3. Mr. ?itt. 

:;4. Mr. Dundas. 

25. Lord Duncan. 

26. Mr. A. Newhnd. 
. 27. Marquis Coriiwalli&^ 

28.J Mr. Murphy. , 

►29. Mr. Curran. 
36. Earl of Charlemontt 
^ 31. Bifhop of London^ 

32, Dr. Darwin. 

33. Dr. Bumey. ^ 
^^ m 34. Mr. GrattaAi 
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PUBLIC CHARACTERS, 

OF J798. 



THE EARL OF MOIRA. 



JlEW noblemen have made a more early, or a more 
meritorious figure in military and civil life, than the ill uf- 
trious fubjeft of this Iketch. Francis, Lord Rawdon, 
Earl of Moira, was born December the 7th, 1754, and 
vras created a Baron of Great Britain in 1783. 

Having completed his education about the commeiice- 
ment of the American war, his lordfliip entered into Ithc 
army, and embarked with his regiment for that continent, 
where he took a very adlive part throughout the whole of 
the unfortunate conteft with the eftranged and alienated 
colonies. - 

Lord Rawdon^s chara£l:er, from the earlieft period, has 
been uniformly marked by a cool and intrepid courage^ 
governed by that calm ferenity of foul which is the refuh 
of the moft unblemifhed honour. He gave early proofs 
of the pofleflion of this enviable qualification, when he 
wais lieutenant of grenadiers at the memorable battle of 
Bunker's Hill. The late General Burgoyne, who, though 
not in the a£l:ion, was familiarly acquainted with its detail, 

B and 
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aihd indeed a fpeftator of the conteft, in a letter written to 
# England, makes ufe of this remarkable expreflTion — *< Lord 
Raiudon has this day Jiamped his fame for lifeJ^ His Lord- 
(hip was afterwards at the ftorming of Fort Clinton. 

In 1778, he was appointed adjutant-general to the 
Britifli forces, under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, 
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the army. In this 
capacity he Ihewed hiihfelf not only brave, but aflire and 
judicious ; and rendered eflential fervice in the hazardous 
retreat of the Britifli army through the Jcrfeys, from Phi- 
ladelphia to New York, and alfo in the aftibn at Mon- 
mouth. He afterwards embarked with the troops for 
Charleftown, and ferved at the fiege of that place, where 
he acquitted himfelf with fuch fingular judgment and dif- 
inguiflied valour, that, notwithftanding his want of years, 
and confequently prefumed inexperience, he was appointed 
to the command of a feparate corps in the province of 
South Carolina. In a fliort time after, he joined the army 
under Lord Cornwallis, and at the battle of Camden had 
the command of one of the divifions, with which he com- 
menced the aftion, and which proved one of the mod 
brilliant and decifive in favour of the Britifli arms. 

During Lord Rawdon's fubfequent command in Charlef- 
town, an affair happened in which (through a warm zeal 
for the fervice) he ' appeared to be much implicated ; and 
which, although it has been, and dill is, juftified by his 
friends, was fevercly cenfured by the Americans, and af- 
terwards condemned by many of the bppofition here. It 
beca)ne alfo an objeft bf enquiry in the Houfe of Lords, 
He flood, however, perfeftly clear on the ground of honor 
. and principle ; and the worfl: infinuation never more than 
blamed a fevere and warm difpofition to enforce a rigorous 
military regulation. "With regard to any poflible imputa- 
tion of inhumanity, his lordfliip's whole life has been of 

fo 



EARL OF MOIRA, 3^ 

lb oppofite a complexion, and has been fo uniformly, 
n^arked by traits of the mod refined philanthropy, that it 
never was in the power even of party-obipquy to arraign 
him in that refpe£t. 

Lord Rawdpn on his return to England was created a 
peer of Great Britain, aQd nominated one of his Majefty's 
aids- de-camp. 

About this time his lordihip's condud in the affair air 
ready alluded to (the execution of colonel Haynes), was 
mentioned by the duke of Richmo^idLin fuch a manner as 
to give great umbrage ; fufficient, iifidced, to induce lord 
Rawdon to call upon his- grace for an explanation. After 
feveral meflages, through the interference of friends, the 
duke of Richmond agreed to read fuch a recantation in the 
Houfe of Lords, as lord Rawdon fliQuld think proper tp 
diflate. 

About the latter end of 1793, ^ was nominated to the 
command of a body of troops which was encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Southampton, and in cpnjunAioQ with 
the emigrant corps, was to aflE offenfively againft France. 
The original objeft of their a^embUng * being fliortly after 
altered for the purpofe of ftrengthening our little. army 
upon the continent, the earl of Moira embarked with 
themj^ and landed at Oftend. In his coijdudl on this occa- 
fion he difplayed much military knowledge, fliaring Svery 
fatigue with the common foldier, and evincing an aftivity of 
mind which produced the mod beneficial effefts. He 
managed the debarkation in fo fuperior a ftyle of military 
manoeuvre, and continued his match up the country with 
fo much generalfcip, that the enemy, who lay in the 
neighbourhood^ and were in confiderable force, fufpended 
a premeditated attack againft our line of polls in Flanders, 
from a fuppofition, that eajrl Moira's army was four times 
as numerous as it really was. Under the influence of this 

firft 
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firft imprefEon,| his lordfliip proceeded on his mjrch, With-' 
out cannon, and with very little baggage, through an in-^ 
clofed country, and with a mod formidable foe, com- 

. manded by one of the firft generals in the republican fer- 
vice, conftantly hanging upon his flanks. By the rapidity 
of his motions, which were fo Well aided by the fagacity 
of his original manoeuvre at the debarkation, he fucceeded 

' in joining A the duke of York, whofe advanced fituation 

1^ had become precaripus in a high degree. On this occafion 
Jiis lordftiip had a moft narrow efcape : the vanguard of 
the French army, which by this time had been undeceived 
with regard to the real ftrength of the expedition, entering 
a town at the fame inftant in which the Britiftl rear quitted 
it. Some partial fkirmifhes took place at Aloft, halfway 
between Ghent and Bruflels ; which^ although trifling, 
continued to add to his lordfhip's military character. 
Having thus accdmplifhed the objeft of the expedition, 
he foon after returned to England, where he remained 
inaftive^, although ftill invefted with a fort of command 
at Southampton., 

Lord Rawdon in the Houfe of Peers has proved him- 
felf a clear, judicious, and able orator. His exertions to 
relieve the diftrefles of perfons imprifoned for fmall debts, 
will remain a monument of philanthropy upon our par- 
liamentary records ; while his manly deportment through- 
out every debate in this and the fifter kingdom ferves to 
prove, that his fteadinefs as a ftatefman ys not inferior to 

^ his intrepidity as a foldier. We will venture to predift, in 
the face of miich prejudice, that whenever the troubles of 
Ireland (hall have fubfided, earl Moira's anticipation of 
them, and confequent ftruggles to prevent their exploCon, 
will more than counterbalance any poflTible mifapprehenfion 
of the real motives by which the leaders of that rebellion 
have been aduated. HiVunequjivQcal conduft at the late 

ftatc 
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flate trials in Maidftone^ fufficiently evinces, that the msft 
inveterate foe cannot even infinuate the fainteft compitomife 
with their infidious views ; whilft the caution and judg- 
ment with which he has uniformly conduced himfelf^ 
whenever the celebrity of his name ha^ drawn him into 
any fpccies of political intercourfe, will mark his charafter 
with no fmall degree of fagacity and penetration. 

With regard to Earl Moira's private virtues, we (hall not 
run the hazard of imputed adulation, when we fay, that 
large as are his means, his equally extenfive benevolence 
has made deeper inroads into hi$ fortune, than perhaps 
that of any other charafler of the age. Uninfluenced by 
party-fpirit, whenever individual merit has been brought 
within the circle of his obfcrvation, and viewing that merit 
through the impartial optics of general philanthropy , 
without fufFering a prejudice to intervene from the want of 
high birth or family connexion, he has on more occafions 
than one, forerun the moft fanguinc expeftations ; and 
when it has no longer been in his power to aflift the dif- 
ferent objefts of his patronage, hp has foftened the hardfliip 
of difappointment by the moft friendly marks of fincerity 
and attention. It is, therefore, the lefs furprifing, that in 
his retirement he (hould uniformly have efcaped — what few 
good men do efcape — the ingratitude of any one perfon who 
has ever been employed under, or been countenanced by 
his lordfliip. 

With an acknowledged charafter of this high and ho- 
nourable fpecies, it is natural, that his accefs to the firft 
branches of the royal family fliould be eafy, and that he 
fhould be always diftinguiflied by the ftrongeft marks of 
conffdience and familiarity. The latter epithet is the 
more appropriate, becaufe his reception at Carlton and 
York Houfes is ever marked by the moft unequivocal 
tcftimonies of friendfhips. His Royal Highnefs the 

Prince 
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Prince of Wales, whofe caufe he warmly efpoufed in 
the memorable difcuffion on the Regency-bill, has on 
many occafions teftified the ftrongeft attachment - to his 
lordfliip* 5 and it is well kiiowii, that the Duke of York 
made choice of lord Rawdon to be his fecond in the affair 
of honour with colonel, now major-general, Lenox. 

Bj the death of his uncle, the earl of Huntingdon, lord 
Rawdon acquired an ample fortune, and was permitted by 
the king to afTume the arms and name of Haftings ; and on 
his father's death he fucceeded to the Iri{h title and patri- 
mony of Earl of Moira. His mother poffeffes the ancient 
barony of Haftings, and the other baronies in fee, be- 
longing to the earls of Huntingdon, which at her death 
will defcend to him. 

. . S. 



SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. L.L.D. 

THE Sinclairs of Ulbfter in Caithnefs are an opulent 
branch of the family of the earls, who derive their titles 
from the name of the county. The late Mr. Sinclair en- 
joyed an extenfive eftate in that northern (hire ; and his 
anceftord, in a former period, muft have undoubtedly 
poffeffed fomewhat like a petty fovereignty, claiming at 
leaft the right of pot and gallows^ or in other words, the 
power either of drowning or hanging their enemies. His 
rental is faid to have amounted to nearly fifteen hundred 
a-year ; and when it is confidered, that fome of the lands 

are 

* (lis 1ord(hip !s a very a£tive, we had almodfaid enthufiafliCjfree-Tnaron, 
and has always been the acting gi.and-mafter of that focIeCy, ever dnce the 
Prince of Wales was elected to the office of grand mailer. His lordfhip 
drew up the eleglint addrefs to his Majedy, which was prefented by the 
grand lodge of England, in 1 79 j ; and which may be confidered as a com- 
pleat refutation of the charges brought againd the brotherhood .by Abbe 
Barmel, and Profeflbr Robifoa. 
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are not at this day worth three halfpence an acre, and 
that it is a very favourable year indeed when the walnut 
will kernel, or the apric6t reach maturity, it may be eafily 
fuppofed, that a fmall tra£l: of territory will not produce 
that income. 

John, born in 17541 is the fon of the laird of Ulbfttrj 
by lady Jane Sutherland ; being an only child, he re* 
ceived the firft rudiments oif his education under the pa- 
ternal roof, from a private preceptor. While yet a boy, 
he gave frequent inftances of his induftry apd application, 
and exhibited a tafte for books, and a turn for refearch, 
which has invariably marked his character through life. 

After the ufual preliminary ftudies, the attraftions of 
the bigh-Cchool at Edinburgh carried the young laird 
thither ; he then removed to the univerfities of Glafgow 
and Oxford ; and paffihg through the various claffes, with 
the approbation of all the profeiTors, who were loud in 
praife of his induftry, he returned home. 

Both in Scotland and Ireland there is but one profef&on, 
cxclufive of the military, to which the fon of a man of 
fortune will ftoop ; this is the law. That which, in the 
opinion of fom'e, favours of the quiddam mercenarium^ as 
much as any other employment, is the only one to which 
they will bend : every thing elfc, according to them, 
favours of trade ; and it is to be feared, that agriculture, 
notwithftanding many illuftrious examples to the contrary, 
is ftill confidered fomewhat in the fame light as it was once 
by a Roman of equeftrian rank *. 

It was to the ft^dy of the law, then, that Sit John 
Sinclair firft bent his mind. He accordingly repaired once 

more 

* ** Non fait confilium focordia atque defidia bonum otium conterere : 
neque vero agrum colentht aut venando, fervilibu* offUih intentum, attatcm 
agcre,** &c. 

Sall. Bell. Cat. 
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more to the capital of Scotland^ and became a member of 
the fociety of advocates. Here again his induftry difplayed 
itfelf> but took a new dire£iion ; for he was now conftantly 
feen in their noble library, rummaging ancient titles, 
poring over moth-eaten records, and inveftigating the con- 
tents of mufty parchments. In (hort, he then laid the 
foundation of a certain fpecies of knowlege, which en- 
titled him at one time to the praife of being more minutely 
acquainted with the chartularies of Scotland, than any of 
his contemporaries of the fame {landing. But it was not as 
an antiquary only that he acquired reputation, for he con- 
ftantly frequented the fpeculative fociety^ and firft diftin- 
guifhsd himfelf by his fpeeches there. 

After revifiting England, where he muft undoubtedly 
have acquired a tafte for agriculture, he was returned mem- 
ber for his native county ; and he foon diftinguiflied him- 
felf from the reft of his countrymen, who, unlefs called 
upon officially^ are generally very abftemious in the article 
of oratory ; and now that honejl George Dempjler has re- 
tired, this circumftance alone would attraft notice in the 
prefent ag^. 

Sir John Sinclair firft appeared in the charafter of an 
author in 1782, at which time he publiflied " Obfervations 
on the Scottifli Dialefl :" on this occafion he candidly ac- 
knowledged, that he had been aflifted by the late Sir John 
Henderfon's papers. 

But his principal work, and one indeed for which he 
was admirably fitted, both by nature and habit, was his 
«« Hiftory of the Public kevenue of the Britifli Empire ;" 
of which, Parts I. and II. were publifhed in 1789, and 
Part III. in 1790. The period was peculiarly appropriate 
for a difcuffion of this nature, as Neckar had aroufed. the 
attention of all Europe, by his work on the finances of 
France, while the difpute between him and Calonnc tended 

not 
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not a little to devcl<^e the modem myfteries of finance ; 
myfteries, which, like thofe of the Bona Dea in ancient 
times, were until then doomed to be kept fecret from all 
but the immediate votaries. 

In every point of view, this muft be allowed to be a moft 
important work ; and had the proper induftions been made, 
it would have faved us from many fubfequent calamities. 
The progreffive income of the public revenue, from 
400,000/. in thp time of William the Conqueror (1070), 
until 1788 in the reign of George III. when it amounted 
to 15,572,97 i/f, affords a flattering proof of the revenues 
of the nation; yet when it is confidered, on the other 
hand, that the war expences during the whole reign of 
William III. amounted to only 30,447,382/. and that the 
fum fquandered in the projefl: of fubjugating America 
formed a total of 139,171,876/. it was eafy to forefec the 
dangers iofeparable from any other than a pacific fyftem. 

But Sir John docs not content himfclf with dry details, 
for he enters on the ocean of financial fpeculation ; and 
propofes by economical arrangements, improvements in the 
exifting revenues, ' new and additional taxes, and lucrative 
proje£bs, to meliorate the national income, by th^ amazing 
fum of 13,796,874/. It muft, however, be allowed, that 
fome of his fuggeftions, if neceflary, arc at the fame 
time humiliating ; for he propofes, amongft other things, 
to fell Gibraltar. One of his projefts is perhaps immoral, 
as he recommends lotteries -, another {k poll tax) odious 
and infufferable; and a third, the reduftion of the coinage, 
pregnant with mifchief. Anexcife On drefs, to the amount 
of. 100,000/. per cent, appears whimfical ; but a tax on 
dogs, here firft hinted, and computed at 62,500/. has 
been carried into execution, to the great diminution of the 

, . pleafures 

t It is now eilimated at about 27,000,000/. having experienced a rife pf 
more than eleven- millions and a half per ann. in the fpace of ten years. 
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pleafures of men of fmall fortuneSt attached to country 
fports, and the decimation at leaft of the whole canine race 
in Great Britain. 

The following fentiments arc worthy of attention ; 
would to Heaven they had been followed up before it was, 
perhaps> too late ! would to Heaven that they were ftill 
liftened to by the governments of the nations to which they - 
wero then addreflcd ! / 

** The more the people are load^, the lefa they can 
^* bear in addition; the ftruggle, therefore, between the 
" rival nations, and the boaft and glory of their ftatefmen, 
*^ ought to be, not who pays the moft, but from whom the > 
*« leaft is exafted. May fuch be the great fource of com- 
«< petition between France and Engjand : may the rulers 
" of both kingdoms contend, for the future, whole ad- 
<^ miniftration ihall prove the lighteft, and leaft burden* 
f •* fome : and may the rivalfliip never ceafe, until both 
*« countries attain fuch eafcj and abundance, that, in the 
•* memorable words of Henry IV- of France, * le plus 
<« * pauvre put tons les Dimanches mettre une poule au 
** * pot ;" or in the plain language of this country, until 
*^ the pooreft labourer can enjoy a comfortable dinner with 
" his family on Sunday !" 

Sir John foon after appeared before the public in the 
chara£ler of an author, or rather editor of a work entitled 
" The Statiftical Account of Scotland." In the year 
1789-90, he had circulated among the clergy of that coun- 
try a variety of queries for the purpofe of elucidating the 
national hiftory,* and the moral, agricultural and political 
ftate of North Britain. This admirable undertaking reflefts 
great honour on the Caledonian priefthood, and] obtained 
for the projeftor the appellation of the "patriotic fenatot." 
The work in queftion has extended to thirteen volumes, of 
which the two fir ft were publiflied in 179 1-2, and the 

others in 1793-4. 

' We 
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Wc had not been long engaged in the prefent conteft, to 
which however, we believe, he had at firft aflented by his 
vote, before Sir John perceived the dreadful confequences 
likely to accrue to our finances from its progrefs, and even 
anticipated that ftoppage of money payments at the bank 
which at one period was confidered as likely to give a death- 
blow to our credit. He accordingly addreiTed a feries of 
letters to the governor and diredlors, as early as September^ 
1795, ** on the pecuniary diftrcfles, and the means of 
** preventing them," which do honour to his forefight. 
Thefe were publiihed in 1797. 

Let us now coniider Sir John Sinclair as a fenator. We 
believe, in the^'firft part of his political career, he was 
attached to Mr. Pitt 5 and it is but fair here to obferve, that 
the greaterpart of the nation were at one time, and perhaps 
ftill are, dragged by the chain of opinion after the triumphal 
car of that celebrated ftatefman. He foon, however, had 
occafion to change his mind ; and we find him oppofing one of 
his favourite plans, known by the name of the coqimutation-? 
aft, which he qualified by the title of " a wanton and un- 
** neceffary experiment." 

During the critical and important period of the regency, 
when it was generally believed that new men and a new 
fyftem would prevail *, Sir John appears to have joined ;he 
phalanx headed by Mr. Fox and Lord Ndrth j and, if not 
a rancorous, to have difplayed an uniform hoftility to the 
meafures of Mr. Pitt : we accordingly find him» as member 
for Leftwithiel f , fupporting the previous queftion, moved 

by 

• !n the *' Appendix to the Hiftory of the Public Revenue," printed in 
Z789> after mentioning his difappointment at not receMng afli (lance from 
the records of the different offices, the author proceeds thus : ** In the mean 
•* while an event of a nature the moft unforcfeen and diftrefling has taken 
** place, /rem zubish a change of government may be looked for, and as 
«* his wiihes for information may poffibly be gratified by fomc future mr- 
« nifter, &c.,» 

•(• He received this (eat not as a favour from the crown, but as an equiv:i- 
lent for his intcreft in the diftrift boroughs of Tain, Kirk^Aall, &:c. 
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by Lord North, on Tucfday, December i6th, 1788, which 
had it been carried would have obliged Mr. Pitt to retire 
from the treafury bench. 

Three days after this (Friday, December 19th) he ex- 
preffed his aftonifliment that the Chancellor of the Ejtche- 
quer " fliould call the fyftem of meafures that he had ex- 
«< plained to the Houfe, a fyftem confiftent with the princi- 
** pies of the conftitution, when it was in direB oppq/itiqn 
" to law." He aflcrted, on the contrary, that his projeft 
was equally hoftile to the conftitution and the laws, and 
forcibly deprecated the affumption of the power intended 
\ to be called forth during the ftifpended exercife of royal 
authority. The proper and fimple mode of procedure for 
the two Houfes to adopt, in his opinion, was for them to 
addrefs the only individual ^, that all mens eyes were fixed 
upon, as the fit perfon to undertake the adminiftration of 
government, in like manner as our anceftors addrefled the 
Prince of Orange a century ago ; this, he conceived, would 
have been the direfl; conftituiional line of proceeding ; but 
what has been fubftituted, bore fuch evident marks of 
fifurpation, and rendered it fo obnoxious to the welfare of 
the country, that he was determined to bring forward a 
plan of his own, to obtain a conftitutional eftablifhment 
of a regency, and when the right honourable member's 
fyftem came on again in that Houfe, be would fubjeft his 
propofal to their confideration. 

When the grand queftion.refpefting the flave trade was 
agitated, in 1792, Sir John alked certain queftions of Mr. 
Pitt, refpefting the horrid trafiic of ouir own and foreign 
nations in their fellow men, but did not take any decided 
pajt on that fubjeft. It is difficult;,^ indeed, precifely to 
define his opinions, but it is -whh pain we exprefs our 

belief, 

• The Prince of Wales. . . 
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telief, that they were averfe to the claims of outraged 
humanity. 

Diiring th« fcarcity of corn that prevailed in 1 795-6, we 
find him more honourably occupied. On Friday, Decern- 
ber nth, he made a motion for a feleft committee, and 
recommended a general tncloftng hill^ the " intention'* of 
which, ' ** was to preclude calamity and diftrefs in future ; 
** to ciit up famine by the roots 5 to prevent it again coming 
<* within the boundaries of this ifland; to render it unne- 
*^ ceflary ever to grant bounties on the importation of 
" foreign grain ; all of which could be cfFefted, by re- 
*^ Solving to cultivate the wafte, uninclofed, and unpro- 
«« duftive lands of the kingdom." 

In March, 1796, he renewed the fame fubjeft 5 and 
after obferving that there was land enough in the country 
to feed its inhabitants, he ftated, »that in 1795-6, it had 
been rendered neceffary to import one million of quarters 
of grain, at an cxpence of three millions fterling, great 
part of which was exported in coin, and had thereby con- 
tributed, in a great degree, Co the then fcarcity of fpecie. 

When the debate took place (February 28, 1796) ref- 
pefting the fituation of the bank^ Sir John afforded a preg- 
nant inftance of his refearch, by quoting a precedent that 
occurred in 1696, when .this fame great commercial com- 
pany had (Iruggled under fimilar difficulties ; and it is 
not a little aftonifliing, that the Chancellor of the Exche-- 
quer appeared to be totally unacquainted with the proceed- 
ings of the period alluded to, -although they were ftriftly 
in point. . 

, When Mr. Pitt introduced his bill for the redemption of 
the land-tax^ it ^as ftrcnupufly ojppofed by " the patriotic 
fehator," who objefted to it on a variety of grounds. 

Sir John Sinclair has biaen twice married ; firft to a relati- 
on of the Earl of Lauderdale, andfecondly to a daughter of 
\ . the 
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the late Lord Macdonald ; by the latter he has a fon^ and 
by the former two daughters. 

Previoufly to his nomination to be prefident of the 
Board of Agriculture, he eftabliftied a fociety at Edinburgh, 
for the improvement of Britifli wool ; and he has exhibited 
fpccimens of Orkney (heep, whofe fleeces are far fuperior 
in point of finencfs, although we believe not in lengthy to 
tbofe of Spain. 

In the courfe of the prefent war, he has raifed two 
battalions, catled the ** Rothfay and Caithnefs feneible 
infantry," of both of which he is colonel -, his conmiiflions 
are dated March 7th, and December 19th, 1794. The 
fecond is now ferving in Ireland. 

It may not be amifs here to remark, that his regimefit 
is dreffed after the ufual manner of the highlanders, with 
a very becoming and indeed decent alteration in refpeft to 
the covering of the Jower extremities ; the men wearing 
treivsy or clofe tartan trow/*ers, inftead of the kilty or fhort 
• petticoat, which permits the knees to remain naked, and in 
fome of the military movements, even expofes the pofteri- 
ors ! In a diflertation lately written by him on that fubjefl:, 
he endeavours to proye this to be the ancient Celtic drefs, and 
qnotes Gibbon, Henry, &c. befides fome traditional autho- 
rities on this fubjeft. He has alfo brought forward the 
evidence of ancient Scotch ballads, particularly that of 
♦* Tak' your Auld Cloak about ye 5' • fuppofed to be written 
in the time of Robert Bruce : 

** In days when owr King Robert rang, 
** His irenvs they coft but ha'f a crown, 
*' He faid they w^rc a groat ou'r dear, 
" And caM the taylor thief and Ipun.** 

It will appear from what has been mentioned, that Sir 
John Sinclair is a man of great perfeverance and induftry. 
fie has attained a very confiderablc degree of knowledge, ' 

iu 

%'■••■' 
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in refpeft to the finances and refources of this country, and 
has of late years, experienced a marked oppofition from 
Mr. Pitt, who, by means,, perhaps, not very liberal, is 
faid to have tumbled him down in the twinkling of an«ye 
from the chair of the Board of Agriculture. 

He has been impeached of recomniending camps in the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis, in time of peace 5 a fyftem 
perhaps but too familiar with the prejudices of his early life. 
The friends of the premier alfo accufe him of having wiitten 
a letter to a great perfonagc, at the diflblution of the laft 
parliament, foliciting a feat in either of two great houfesj 
atftd obferving, that an hereditary one would be moft'con- 
fonant to his dignity as prefident of the Board of Agricul- 
ture. It is to his pretended difappointment on this occafion, 
that they trace the origin of a kind of armed neuiralityy and 
a dercliftion of the premier, to whom he was once fo 
greatly attached. 

It is impoffible to decide with any degree of accuracy 
refpefting charges fo vague and fecrei* in their very nature ; 
we can only obfervc, that he is one of the ableft and mod 
opulent, and we arc inclined alfo 'to confider him as one 
of the moft independant, of our modem legiflators. 

Sir John Sinclair was created a baronet, February 4th, 
1 7^6 ; but whether his claims originated from the title of 
his paternal anceftor. Sir George Sinclair of Clythe, who 
fat in the Scottifh Parliament, at tl^e beginning of the 
prefent century, or in his own merits, the author of this 
fketch is unable to determine. 

Previous to his receiving patent honours, he haa become 
entitled to academical ones, "having obtained the degree of 
Doftor of Laws feme years before. 

' A. . 
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MR. ROSCOE. 

THE hiftory of the celebrated author of the Life of Lo* 
renzo de Medicis, evinces the wonderful efFefts which 
refult from affiduous induilry^ fuperadded to the intuitive 
rapidity of genius. Favoured by no advantages of educa- 
tion, foftered by no patronage, raifed by the native ener- 
gies of his mind alone, Mr. i^ofcoe has reached a pitch of 
literary eminence; which is rarely attained even by thofe 
who have made the beft ufe of the privileges of academic 
inftrudlion. ^ 

His parents -moved in the humbler fphere of life ; they 
were of courfe precluded by their circumftances from giy- 
. ing their fon a very extenfive education } and, with a ftrange 
perverfenefs of temper, he obftinately refufed to attend 
at the day-fchopl wheire his father wifhed him to be taught 
writing and arithmetic. In confequence, he had not even 
the common opportunities of acquiring knowledge, ufually 
enjoyed by thofe pf the fame ftation in life as^himfelf. He 
was thus fated to be the architefl: of his own fame. 

But though he threw off the trammels of the fchool, he ' 
was not idle:— he read much, and thought more. 

At an early age he w^s articled as clerk in the office of 
Mr. Eyes, an attorney, in Liverpool. Soon s^r this pe- 
riod he was ftimulated to undertake the ftudy ot the Latin 
language., by one of his companiops boafting that he ha4 
read Cicero dc Aiiiicitia, and fpeaking in high terms of the 
-elegance of the ftyle, and the fentiments of that compofi- 
tion. Mr. R. immediately procured the treatife in queftion ; 
and fmoothing his difficulties by perpetual reference to his 
f grammar as well as to hisi di£lionary, he drudged through 
the talk which emulation had incited him to undertake. 
The fuccefs which he experienced, in his firft effort prompt- 
ed him to proceed j and he did not ftop in his career till he 

had 
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had read the mod diftinguiihed of the Latin clafTics. In 
this purfuit he was encouraged by the friendly intercourfe 
of Mr. Francis Holden, an eccentric genius and excellent 
fcholar. 

Having made confiderable progrefs in the Latin language, 
Mr. R. ftill without the affiftance of a mafter, proceeded 
to the ftudy of JFrench and Italian. The beft authors in 
each of thefe tongues foon became familiar to him ; and it 
is fuppofed, that few natives of the country have fo general 
and recondite a knowledge of Italian literature, as the fub- 
jeft of the prefent memoir. 

During the whole of this period, Mr. R. regularly at- 
tended at the office •, and his feafons of ftudy were the in- 
tervals of bufinefs. 

His attachment to the mufe was of a very early date. 
While yet a boy he read with avidity the works of the beft 
Englifh poets. Of their beauties he had an exquifite fenfe 5 
and it may eafily be imagined that the earlieft of his com- 
pofitions were of the poetical clafs. " Mount Pleafant," a 
defcriptive poem, which he %\Tote in his i6th year, is a re- 
cord not only of the fertility of his genius, but of the cor- 
reftnefs of his tafte. 

Soon after the expiration of his clerkfliip, Mr. R. was 
taken into ^rtnerfhip by Mr. Afpinwall> a very refpedl- 
able attorney of the town of Liverpool ; and the entire 
management of an office, extenfive in praftice, and high 
in reputation, devolved upon him alone. In this fituation 
he'Condu£led himf^^JcEffci^ nianner as to gain univerfal 
refpe£):. For "od^hft^Ajng hfr^fifJ^V^^^MU^uits, he had 
paid ftrifl attent^nttoift^ttQ^^ a li- 

beral and miniifife laoowledge ofJawrV /mm in clearnefs 
of comprehenfiffijlT^^^ difpA^ln bufinefs, he 

had few equals* ^^^ ^^"^^^^tLJTl^^^ n 
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About this time he commenced an acquaintance with the 
late * Dr. Enfield, and the prefent Dr. Aiken, then refi- 
dents at Warrington, the former being tutor in the belles 
lettres in the Warrington academy, and the latter eftab- 
lilhed as a furgeon in that town. Thefe gentlemen had the 
honour of being early fenfible of his furprifing talents, and 
they contrafted with him a friendfhip which was fure to be 
lading, as it was built on the folid bafis of mutual efteem. 

Mr. R. feems to have been almoft intuitively gifted with 
a correft tafte in the arts of painting and ftatuary. On the 
17th December, 1773, he read to the members of a fociety, 
formed in Liverpool, for the encouragement of defigning, 
drawing, painting, &c. an ode on the inftitution of the 
aforefaid fociety, which was afterwards publiflied, together 
with his poem entitled Mount Pleafant. Of this fociety he 
was a very aftive aflbciate, and occafionally , gave public 
leftures on fubjefts appropriate to the objefl: of the in- 
ftitution. 

When the voice of humanity was raifed againft th^ flave 
trade, Mr. R. fearlefs of the inconvenience to which the 
circumftances of his local fituation might expofe him, flood 
forth a zealous and enlightened advocate for the abolition 
of that inhuman traffic. Im his boyifh days, indeed^ he had 
expreffed his feelings on this fubjeft in the following beau- 
tiful lines, which are extraftcd from the abovementioned 
poem. Mount Pleafant, p. 13 : 

There Afric's fwarthy Tons their toil repeat. 
Beneath the fervors of the noon-tide heat ; 
Tom from each jpy that crown*d their native, foil. 
No fweet reflections mitigate their toil ; 
' From morn to eve, by rigorous hands opprcft, 
Dull fly their hours, of every hoJ>e unblcft : 

* When Dr. E. publiflied the ad vol. of the Speaker, Mr. R. furniflied 
him with an Elegy to Pity, and an Ode to Education. 

Till 
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Tin broke with labour, helplefs> and forlora, 
Fi-ojn their weak graip the ling'ring moriel torn ; 
The reed-built hoTel's friendly (hade deny*d ; 
The jeft of folly and the (com of pride ; 
Drooping beneath meridian funs they lie. 
Lift the faint head, and bend the imploring eye ; 
Till death, in kindnefs, from the tortured bread 
Calls the free fpirit to the realms of reft. 

Shame to mankind ! but (hame to Britons mod, 
Who all the fweets of liberty can boaft ; 
Yet, deaf to every human claim, deny 
That blifs to others which themfelves enjoy : 
Life's bitter draught with harlher bitter fill, 
Blaft every joy, and add to every ill ; 
The trembling limbs with galling iron bind, 
Nor looiJE the heavier bondage of the mind* 

Thus, by his own reflexions, Mr. R. was prepared to 
enter with ardor into the views of the friends of fufFering 
humanity* He had frequent converfations with Mr. Clark- 
fon, who firft drew the attention of the kingdom at large 
to this national difgrace. A fpecious pamphlet was pub* 
lifhed in defence of. the trade, intituled, Scriptural Re^ 
fearches into the Licitnefs of the Slave Trade y and written by 
a Spanifli Jefuit of the name of Harris. -Mr. R. anfwercd 
it with great fpirit and acutenefs, in a counter-pamphlet, 
intituled, A Scriptural Refutution of a Pamphlet lately pub^ 
lijhed by the Rev. Raymund Harris, 

But this copious and intercfting fubjefl: awakened all his 
fympathies, and the public wer^ gratified by a moft af- 
fefting poem, intituled. The Wrongs of Africa, This poem 
Mr. R. intended to complete in three parts. The two firft 
appeared 1787 and 1788, but the lovers of genuine poetry 
have to lament that he has not yet fulfilled his promife of 
favouring them with the publication of the third. 

A mind fo aftive and generous as Mr. R's could not be 

uninterefted in that ftupendous event, the French revolu- 

C 2 tion. 
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tion. He caught the enthufiaftic glow which warmed the 
breads of the friends of freedom, while they beheld a 
mighty nation throwing off the fetters of defpotifm ; and 
fondly hoped that the confequences of their exertions would 
be lafting peace, good order, and equal laws. He tuned 
the lyre on this bewitching theme, and proclaimed the 
praifes of Freedom in a tranflation of an ode of Petrarch, 
which found its way into the Mer curio Italico ; ^ fong in- 
tituled, Millions be Frecj and the famous poem. The Fine- 
covered Hiilsj which may be claffed ^mong the moft finiftied 
compoGtions in the Englifli language. 

During the feafon of tumult and difcord, which fuc- 
ceeded the attempt of the combined powers to reinftate, in 
the plenitude of its authority, the defpotifm of France (an 
attempt in which this country, fatally to itfelf, too cor- 
xlially united), Mr. R. was bufily employed in writing the 
Hiftory of LoreAzo de Medicis. This work was begun 
about the year 1790, It may be prefumed that it has now 
paffed through the ordeal of criticifm : more than two years 
hav^elapfed fince its publicatiofi. The literary world have 
had time to recover from the dazzle of furprize — and the 
buz of ignorant applaufe, raifed by the leaders of literary 
fafliion, is ftill. The fentence of fober judgment confirms 
the verdift which was pronounced according to the dic- 
tates of firft impreffions. The liberal acumen of Parr 
has aflayed the Life of Lorenzo, and has found it fterling 
gold. Its dignity and gtace have fhielded its author from 
the mercilefs tomahawk of the writer * of the Purfuits of 
Literature; and we may fairly prefume that its rank is 
fixed among the moft fplendid ornaments of Englifli lite- 
rature. 

The admiration witli which the public have been af- 
fefted by the. perufal of this work will, no doubt, be en- 

* Mr. Mathias. 

creafed 
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crcafcd by a knowledge of the circumftances in which it 
was compofed. At the time when it was projefted, Mr. 
R. lived at the diftancc of two miles from Liverpool, whi- 
ther he was obliged daily to repair to ahend to the bufinefs 
of his office. The dry and jtedio^s details of law occupied 
his attention during the whole of the morning and after- 
noon ; his evenings alone he was able to dedicate to ftudy ; 
and it will be eafily conceived, that a gentleman, furround- 
cd by a numerous family, and whofe company was courted 
by his friends, muft have experienced, even at thefe hours, 
, a variety of interruptions. No public library provided him 
with materials. The rare books which he had occafion 
to confult, he was obliged to procure in London at a con- 
fiderable expence. But in the midft of all thefe difficulties 
the work .grew under his hands. In order that it might be 
printed under his own infpedion, he eftablifhed an excellent 
prefs in the town of Liverpool, and fubmitted to the dif- 
gufting toil of corredling the proofs. The Hiftory of Lo- 
renzo de Medicis was at length publifhed early in the year 
1796. 

Soon after the publication of his hiftory, Mr. R. rclin-r 
quiftied the profeffion of an attorney, and entered himfelf 
at Gray's Inn, with ai view of adling as a barrlfter. 

He took advantage of the leifure which the relinquifh- 
ment of bufinefs afforded him, to enter upon the ftudy of 
the Greek language 5 in which, according to the report of 
his intimate friends, he has made confiderable progrcfs. 

The public have, with concordant voice, called upon. 
Mr. R. for the life of Leo X. ; and Lord Holland and Lord 
Briftol have, with great liberality, offered their affiftance in 
procuring from Italy, and other parts of the continent, 
whatever documents he might think it neceffary to confult 
in the execution of fo grand a defign. The lovers of po- 
lite literature will be glad to hear ,that Mr. R. has aftually 

begun 
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begun this expcfted work j but fuch is the troubled ftatc oi 
Europe, that he is debarred, at prefent, from the ufe of 
materials which might be collefted abroad. 

In the courfe o^his condu£):, Mr. R. has uniformly 
maintained a charafter of fimplicity, fincerity, and bene- 
volence. He afts uprightly without effort. Ill-fated geni- 
us cannot plead his hiftory as a precedent for irregularity 
of life ; nor will his example fanftion the herd of men of 
abilities, who deem their talents a licence to live in idle- 
nefs, and prey upon the public. His refources are in his 
own exertions. He is, in every fenfe of the word, an in- 
dcpendant man. Long maybe enjoy the bleflings which 
are the meed of virtue. 

M.N. 
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THE rife of this nobleman muft be allowed to have been 
rapid j and if we are to believe his enemies, it is unexam- 
pled in our annals, fince the time of the Spenfers. This, 
however, is not ftriftly true, for it might be eafy to point 
out many others whp have been fully as fortunate in the 
courfe of the prefent reign, and attained equal honours with 
perhaps inferior pretenfions. 

On his being ennobled, it was obferved, with more ran- 
cour than truth, that his family difgraced the peerage; 
. whereas the truth is, that on the fcore of birth, his preten- 
fions are fuperior to many of thofe with ^yhom he aflbciates, 
cither in the fenatc, or at the council board. His ancef- 
tors have been fettled more than a century at Walcot, near 
Charlbury, in Oxfordfliirc. His grandfather. Sir Robert 
Jenkinfon, married a wealthy heirefs at Bromley, in Kent 5 

and 
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and his father, vrho was a colonel in the army, refided at 
South Lawn Lodge, in Whichwood Foreft. 

Charles Jenkinfon received the firft rudiments of his 
education at the grammar fchool of Burford, two miles 
diftant from his father's houfe ; and many perfons are ftUl 
living in that neighbourhood, who addrefs him as their old 
fchool-fellow. He was afterwards placed on the founda- 
tion in the Charter Houfe, and feems to have been fo well 
fatisfied with the inftitution, that he educated his eldcft fon, 
theprefent Lord Hawkefbury, there. From this eminent 
feminary he was removed to Oxford, where he firft im- 
bibed, perhaps, his political fentiments, and was entered a 
member of the Univerfity College. There he took; two 
degrees, that of B. A. and A. M. and feems to have made 
himfelf firft known by fome verfes on the much-lamented 
death of the Prince of Wales, the father to his prefeni; 
Majefty. 

In 1753* he removed fronv Oxford, withoat obtaining, 
and perhaps without foliciting, a fellowlhip ; and in i753t 
publiflied his firft profe traft, entitled, ** A Difcourfe on 
the Condudl of the Government of Great Britain, with 
refpeft to Neutral Nations during the Prefent War." He 
afterwards wrote feveral other pamphlets ; and one in par- 
ticular, on the benefit refulting from a militia, or armed 
national force,- independant of a ftanding army. This 
abounds with many manly and patriotic fentiments, and 
has been lately quoted againft himfelf in the Houfe of Peers: 
on that occafion his lordfliip did not deny that he was the 
author, but contented himfelf with apologifing for his errors, 
on account of his extreme youth. 

To the former of thefc prouuftions, his rife in life has 
been falfely attributed ; it was allowed by every one to be 
an able performance •, but like many others of the fame kind, 
it mijjht have lain in the warehoufeof his boofcfeller, and'hp 

himfelf 
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himfelf remained for ever in obfcurity, had it not been for 
the intervention of a gentleman of the fame -county, with 
whom he luckily became acquainted. 

Sir Edward Turner of Ambrofeden in OjJbrdfhire, be- 
ing of an ancient family, and pofleiling a large • fortune, 
ambitioned to rcprcfent his native country in parliament. 
Having attained confiderable influence by means of a large 
eftate, and a hofpitable and noble manfion, which as well 
as the family houfe at Blackheath has been fince taken down, 
and the materials fold by his eldeft fon Sir Gregory Page 
Turner, Baronet, he accordingly ftood candidate as knight 
of the (hire. He was, however, ftrenuoufly but unfuc- 
cefsfuUy oppofed j for in addition to his own, he poffefled 
the court intereft. The ftrujggle, notwithftanding this, was 
long and violent, and it ftill forms a memorable epoch in 
the hiftory of contefted eleftions. But for nothing is it 
more remarkable, than for its beiiig the fortunate occur-^ 
rence in Mr. Jc;nkinfon's life, which produced all his pre- 
fent greatnefs ; for the contending parties, having as ufual, 
called in the aid of ballads, lampoons, verfes, and fatires, 
this gentleman diftinguifhed himfelf by a fong in favour 
of Sir Edward and his party, which fo captivated either the 
tafle or the gratitude of the baronet, that he introduced 
him to the Earl of Bute, then flourifhing in all the' pleni- 
tude of power. 

It is known but to few, perhaps, that his lordffiip, who 
placed Mr. J. at firfl in an inferior office, was not at all 
captivated with him, for it was entirely owing to the re- 
peated folicitatioris of the member for Oxfordfhire, that he 
extended his further proteftion. After a longer trial, he 
became the Premier's private fecretary, and in fotne refpefl 
a member of his family, participating in his frlendlhip and 
favour, and living with him in an unreftrained and confiden- 
tial intercourfe. , 

Such 
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Such a connexion as this could not fail to prorc advan- 
tageous; and "accordingly, in March, 1761, we find him 
appointed to be one of the Under-fecretarics of State, a fi- 
tuation which pre-fuppofes an intimate acquaintance with 
the fituation of foreign affairs, and a pretty accurate know- 
ledge in rcfpeft to the arcana imperii in general. 

He, however, did not remain long in this ftation, for 
after the lapfe of about fourteen months, he received the 
lucrative appointment of Treafurer of the Ordnance ; this 
he relinquiflied in 1763, for the more confidential office of 
jomt Secretary of the Treafury \ a fituation^ for which he 
was admirably qualified, by his knowledge of the ftate of 
parties, and the management of a Houfe of Commpns, of 
which he himfelf had been fome time a member, havii)g 
obtained a feat for Cockermouth. 

To the Rockingham adminiftration, which fuccecded in 
1765, he was both perfonally and* politically odious, and 
,he accordingly loft all his appointments'; but in the courfe 
of the fame year, he had one conferred on him by the 
king's mother, the late Princefs Dowager of Wales, which 
no minifter could bereave him of ; this was the auditor- 
fliip of her Royal Highnefs's accounts. 

This circumftance, added to his clofe intimacy with the 
difcarded minifter, awakened the jealoufy of the patriots.; 
and if we are to credit their fufpicions, he becapic, in the 
technical language of that day, the *^ go-between" to the 
favourite, the princefs-mother, and the throne. 

When Lord Bute retired into the country in difguft, 
promifing to relinquifh public affairs, a great perfonage is 
faid to have conftrued this into an abandonment ^ and to have 
looked out for advice elfewhere ; from that moment 
Mr. Jenkinfpn was ranked as one of the leaders of the party 
called the « king's friends," ^d his Majefty has always 

^ fincc 
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fince diflJQguiflied him by a marked partiality to his me- 
rits, i 

Honours^and employments now fell thick upon hini. In 
1766, he became a Lord of the Admiralty, and in '1777, 
a Lord of the Treafury. Soon after this he, obtained the 
* clerkfhip of the pells in Ireland, and was nominated a 
Lord of Trade ; in 1786, he was created Lord Hawkefbury, 
Baron of Hawkefbury in the county of Gloucefter, and on 
May 28th, 1796, was advanced to the dignity of Earl of 
Liverpool ; at which period he was authorifed by his Ma- ' 
' jefty to quarter the arms of that commercial city with thofe 
of his own family. Thefe are great honours, but the well 
chofen motta which he has adopted for his efcutcheon, 
proves that he confiders himfelf as not undeferving of 
them f. 

While in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Jenkinfon fpoke 
frequently, but fince bis recent elevation, fpeaks but fel- 
dom ; whatever he fays, however, is liilened to with the 
utmofl attention, and the throbbings of cxpeftation a^e ne- 
ver more feelingly experienced by the fcrvants of the crown, 
than when he utteys his wifhes either at the council-board, 
or in parliament. 

His lordfhip formerly experienced mUch odiumi which 
indeed is always attached to the charge of favouritifm, for 
when the Earl of Bute made his apotheofuy his political 
mouth was fuppofed to drop on the fhoulders of Mr. Jen- 
kinfon. He is now, however, a peer, and a privy coun- 
fellor, and in one of thgfe Ctuatipns the temporary, and in 
the other the conftitutional advifer of the crown : he is 
therefore empowered both by ojTice and by law to deliver 
' his opinion to his fovereign. 

* It is proper Jiere to remark, that this was purchafed from Mr. Fox, 
having coniHtutqd part of his patrimony. 

/ f Palma Non Sine Pulverk. 

' It 
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' It would be unjuft to omit that the earl of Liverpool has 
always paid great attention to the trade of his country. It 
was he who drew up the treaty of commercial intercourfe 
with America ; and he is alfa faid to have not only pointed 
out, but to have created the whale fifhery in the South 
Seas. 

Refpeding the part he took during the American war, 
no one ever fpoke more decifively, or perhaps more intem- 
perately than his prefent aflbciate the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and pf the (hare they both have in the manage- 
ment of thig country, and the government of Ireland, and 
the prefent conteft with France, pofterity will be able to 
judge more coolly, and more fairly than their own con- 
temporaries. 
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THE fignaturq of this gentleman is pretty familiar 
throughout every part of Great Britain, and feems to give 
the fame currency to a bank-note that the names of the 
notorious John Doe and Richard Roe confer an a capias. 
Abraham has, however, this in his favour, that he is no 
fictitious perfon, made up of fhreds of parchment, but a 
man, a real living man, conftituted of flefh, blood, bones, 
Cnews, marrow, and mufcles ; and while the place of abode 
;of the former gentlemen are fo little known, even in Chan- 
jcery-lane, Lincoln's-inn, Gray's-inn, Serjeant's-inn, or the 
Temple, that none of their inhabitants, from the judge to 
the ticket-porter, know where they lodge, and the Sheriffs 
of Middlefex, if ordered to take one of the rogues into 
cuftody, mull be under the neceffity of returning non ejl 
inventus on the back of the writ, there is aot a boy about 

^ the 
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the Royal Exchange who cannot point out the great houfe^ 
where honeft Abraham is to be fcen ftrutting about, with a 
pen behind his ear, for feveral hours every day ! 

The trade of Europe, during the middle ages, was con- 
fined almoft cxclufively to the provinces that ikirt the Me- 
diterranean and the Baltic- The oppreffions every where 
experienced by the Jews from the Chriftians, taught them, 
from cruel neceffity, the art of transferring their riches from 
one nation*to another ; and the myfteries of banking, and 
of bills of exchange, are fuppofcd to have originated in 
Italy. 

A colony of Lombards, by means of the arms of their 
duchy *, and the name of their nation, have given fign- 
pofts to our pawn-brokers, and an appellation to the refi- 
dence of our principal bankers f . 

It was not, however, until nearly , two centuries after 
this epoch, notwithftanding the growing increafe of our 
commerce, that a national bank was eftibliftied, and not- 
withftanding David Hume, towards the latter period of his 
life, affefted to confider public credit as a hardier plant 
than he had at firft imagined, yet it is a long time before 
mankind becomes fo metaphyfical as to fuppofe that a horfe, 
a fhip, an eftate, or even a province, may be reprefented 
by a flip of flimfy paper, that would not be able to con- 
tain half the legal jargon fufficient to conftitute the convey- 
ance of a houfe or a homefted ! 

Indeed, this mode of reafonihg is fupported by fads, 
for it was found impofSble to create a great national bank, 
either under the houfe of Tudor, or the houfe of Stuart. 
Such a tyranny as that exerted by Henry VIII. would have 
djriven the proprietors into beggary in the cpurfe of a fort- 
night. Charles II. who cheated the goUfmiths^ or bankers 

• The three balls ar« the arms of Lombardy. 
f Lombard-ftreet. 

of 
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of his day, by plundering the exchequer of the money 
lodged there, and whom the Gcthamites of later times have 
placed in the centre of the exchange, drcfled in . a Roman 
liabit, as if he had been the proteflor df trade ! might 
have proved nearly as fatal to a banking company, by his 
owa diftrefles, joined to the perpetual cravings of his cour. 
tiers and miftrefles, as the indifcriminate ferocity of Henry. 
Ncl Gwyn alone, would have put a German fuhftdy m re- 
quiiition ! 

In fine, we all know, that an eftablilhment of this kind 
failed in monarchical France, and that it has been feveral 
times inefFedluairy attempted under^ the repfublic. It was 
not until five years fubfequent to our own revolution, that 
th& bank of England was eftabliftied (in 1693), under the 
aufpices of a prince emphatically termed " the deliver- 
er j" thus proving to demonftration, that liberty and pub- 
lic credit are infeparable from each other. At Berlin, 
Vienna, and Madrid, we hear of court banker Sy but a nati- 
onal bank is ftill unknown. 

This eftabliftiment has combated and overcome a multi- 
tude of difficulties ; for its notes at one time, in confe- 
quence of the arts pradiifed by adherents to the houfe of 
Stuart, experienced a difcount -, and it is J)ut a fhort time 
fince, that the precious metals contained within its vaults 
have been kept from circulation, and all money-payments 
fufpended by aft of parliament. Even this, l^owever, it 
has furvived ; for the known wealth of the efhiblifliment, 
the punftuality of its offices, and the admirable economy 
of their arrangements, have attrafted and mod defervedly 
retained the confidence of the nation.. 

Of thefe officers, the moft eminent, moft noted, and 
perhaps alfo the moft refpe£table, is the fubje£l of thefe 
memoirs. Mr. Newland, born in 1729, or 1730, at the 
houfe of his father, a baker, in King-ftrcet, South wark, 

was 
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was appointed a clerk in the bank of England^ a little more 
than half a century ago, being nominated on the 27th Fe- 
bruary, 1748. Diftinguiftiing himfelf by that regularity 
and order fo neceflary in money concerns, he rofe through 
the various gradations of fervice, until January, 19, 1775, 
when he attained the refpeftable and confidential oflice of 
chief cafliier to the firfl: commercial company in Europe. 

He is now in the 68th or 69th year of his age, and has 
fomething commanding and rcfpeftable in his pcrfon. His 
deportment is alfo genteel, his manners are affable, and his 
aftivity and attention ftill exhibit a pattern for the^ imitation 
of the junior clerks. His manner of tranfafting buGnefs 
is eminently methodical •, and he is known to have unde- 
fignedly given offence to a few of the fubfcribers to the 
voluntary contributions, by a rigid and minute attention to 
the provtfos of the aft of parliament, and the inftruftions 
of the direftors. On this occafion, the zeal of fome of 
the newfpapers got the better of their difcretioh, and they 
made many equally ridiculous and impptent refleftions on 
the charafter of a perfon, who generoufly contributed 200/. 
towards the very meafure of which they fuppofed him to 
be the enemy. 

The wealth of this gentleman has been the fubjeft of 
much conjeflure. He is certainly rich, but no fvifpicion 
can attach to this circumftance, when his opportunities, 
his emoluments, and Kis economy are confidered. He is,' 
however, no churl •, for a fum of money being wanted for 
rebuilding the church of St. Peter-le-Poor in Broad-ftreet, 
it was inftantly advanced by him to the parifh, at the ufuil 
intereft, although he could have eafily turned it to better 
account. 

At a certain period of life, men both attain and retain 
habits cither of regularity or diilipation. At fifteen mi- 
Jiutes pad nine o'clock in the morning, he is feen conftant- 
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ly at his delk, and is. never abfent from his duty until three 
in the afternoon. Herefides in zfuite of apartments in the 
bank, annexed to his office> as chief cafhier -, and being a 
bachelor, his eftablifhment is not large. During a period 
of thirty or forty years, he has not been once abfent, except 
during a few weeks illnefs ; and therefore trips to Margate, 
Brighton, and the other falhionable watering places, have 
neither impeded his duties, nor added tohisexpences. 

The only relaxation he has allowed himfelf for many 
fummers paft, is a daily ride in the Iflington ftage-coach, to 
a cottage at Highbury, where he drinks tea ; and after con- 
templating the beauties of the country^ returns jegularly in 
the evening to the bafnk. 

As a private charafter, this gentleman ranks very high ; 
any in his focial hours he is a good companion, enjoying 
the pleafures of the table in moderation, and laughing 
heartily at a goodjloryy of which he is paflionately fond. 

It is almoft impoflible to contemplate the immenfe fums 
of paper-nioney which literally pafs through his hands, both 
as chief cafliier to the bank, and fecretary and agent to the 
commifTioncrs appointed by aft of parliament for the re- 
duftion.of the national debt, witliout thinking of the lines 
of Pope: 

«« Blefs'd paper credit! laft and bit ft fupply ! 
** That lends Corruption higher wings to fly ! 
** Gold imp'd by thee can compals hardcft things, 
•* Can pocket ftates, can fetch or carry kings ; 

** A fingle leaf (hall \*aft an army •'cr, v 4 
•* Or (hip off fenates to feme diftant (hore : 
" A leaf, like Sibyl's, fcatter to and fro 
** Our fates and fortunes as the winds fliall blow ; 
" Pregnant with thoufands flits tlic fcrap unfeen, 
'* And (iient fcUs a krf)g or buys a queen.'* 

A.D. 
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The' HoNoiTR ABLE (lately Right Honourable) 
CHARLE;S JAMES FOX. 

ALL the great men of the prefent day, are either the 
offspring of, or immediately defcended from new families. 
The ancient nobility repofe under the laurels of their an- 
ceftors, npt deigning to apply to any of the learned profef- 
fions, and deeming commerce and agriculture unworthy of 
their purfuits, (a few illuftrious charafters excepted), they 
delegate their domeftic concerns, to the care of their upper 
fervants, and not unfrequently the bufinefs of the nation is 
entrufled to their proxies. This, perhaps, will be the beft 
apology for the multitude of plebeian fcions, recently in- 
grafted on the ftock of ancient ariftocracy ; and although it 
may puzzle Norrey and Clarencieux, to find them either . 
arms or anceftors, certain it is, that the life blood of nobili- 
ty has been infufed into the peerage through the conduit of 
democracy. ' - 

. It may be alfo neceffary to preface this article with ano- 
ther obfervation, of which fome of the mod confpicuous 
charafters of .the prefent political drama afford more than 
one pregnant inftance ; that the younger fons of our nobili- 
ty are more fuccefsful in their political efforts than the 
elder *. This may be eafily accounted for ; the h^ir to a 
great fortune, and an illuftrious title, knows not how foon 
both may devolve upon him, and when that event takes 
place^ to what further obje£l can his expeftations point ? 
He finds that he has been born a legiflator, and that a 

♦ The following remarks are by the late Lord Orfdrd, better known by 
the name of Horace Walpole. 

« William Pitt, Lord Chatham, was a fecond fon, and became prime 
<* minider of England. His rival and antagonid was Henry Fox, Lord Hol- 
•* land, a fecond fon likewife. Lord Holland's fecond fon, Charles Fox, 
*« and Lord Chatham's fecond fon, William Pitt, arc now rivals and anta- 
" gonifts.** 

large 
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large fortune is entailed upon his perfon ; here then are 
wealth and honours not only within his grafp, but a£tually 
in his power. It is otherwife with the junior branches, for 
they have in general but little in pofleflion, and every thing 
to look for ; they inherit all the exquiCte relifli for pleafure 
that their feniors enjoy to fatiety, and are only deficient in 
the means of gratification. Like the dove of Noah, they 
fcarcely find a retting place for their feet on the earth ; and 
Aey are exa£Hy in the fituation of an invading general who 
has burpt his (hips, for they muft on, or perlfli ! 

Charles James Fox, is the yo.uhger fori of Henry, who 
was himfelf a younger fon of Sir Stephen Fox, celebrated 
Icfs for his own birth, than the circumftance of being a 
father at the age of eighty, an event not] incredible howe- 
ver, and rendered in the prefent inftance unfufpicic^us, by 
the decorous condu£):, and acknowledged virtue of the part- 
ner of his bed. Henry entered early Into public life, and 
fuch was his addrefs in parliament, during the reign of 
George II. that he foon attained not only fome of the moft 
arduous and honourable, but alfo the moft lucrative fitua- 
tSons in the gift of the crown, for in the year 1754, he 
was appointed fecretary at war ; then fecretary of ftate for 
the Southern department, and after being oujled by the 
great Mr. Pitt, afterwards earl of Chatham, we find him 
filling the immenfely beneficial office of pay-mafter general 
of the forces, accumulating great wealth, and incurring 
the animadverfiohs of the firft city of the empire. Such in- 
deed was his confequence, that at a time when patents of 
peerage were not very common, he was ennobled by his 
prefent Majefty, in 1763, by the title of Baron Holland of 
Foxley. 

His fon, Charles James, was born January 13th, 1749* 
and if by his father*s fide, he claffed among the novi ho-^ 
minesy" by his mother's, his defcent muft«» be allowed to be 

D fplendid, 
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{pl^tididi for Lady Ckorgiaoa CaioUna Lennox,, was the 
dsraghccr of the late Duke of Richmond ; and as fuch, in 
addition to thati.of th« King of SaKdioia, (he was allied to 
^ two rival, but rebted families, which had fo long con-^ 
teftdd for tise throne of Great Britain^-^thofe of Brimfwic 
and Stusert; 

But It ii no^ to fuch vulgar claims as thefe, that the fu- 
Itee h)ftoria£! will have recouxfe \ he will dwcU with ar^ 
dou« on die earlf promife of genius^ the precocious talents^ 
of the boy, the matured wifdom of the philoibpher and the 
ilatcfman; and while the abilities and virtues that adorn the 
4hara3er of this heroy bring him forward on the canvas, 
thefe inefficient and involuntary pretenfions will be caft in- 
to the (faadcx and icarcely be diftingoiflied in the back 
ground* ' 

The fetond foa proved Lord Holland's favourite childj, 
and at length became the darling of bis old a^. Ferceiv- 
mg ia him the feeds of all the qualities that conftitute great- 
aefs, be. was- at infinite pakis- to give fcope to his intellec- 
tual vigour, to expand the fhootSi and difclofe the blof- 
ibms of fo ptomnfing a plant. From his earlieft infancy 
he intei»ded him £ot parliamentary buGnefs, and by con- 
vet^fing always with him as! if he had been a man, he ac- 
tually made him. one before the ufual time» He is even 
£iid to have fubmitted his difpatches to his perufal^ while 
in office, and to have complied with his correfUons. 

This eouatry, much about the fame time, beheld in the 
f er&ns of two rival orators, two wonderful inftances of 
ftatcfmen, retiring from the field of contention, and de- 
voting the remainder of their lives to the education of their 
two younger fons, with whom they were accuftomed to 
talk about public afiaiis, and fometimes to place on a table 
in order to hear ^m declaim. Occupied the better part 
«l tlKiK days in faoftiliti^s againft each other, the enmity 
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of th€ famyiefii fciemd t6 have become hereditary, for it is 
k«pt ap b^ their cHlAten, who ftill maintain a rivalihip, 
even after th^y bad abjured the principles of their refpec* 
tive fires. 

In compliance with the future deftination of his fon. 
Lord Holland preferred a public to a private education) and 
accordingly fcnt Charles to Weftminfter fchool. After 
diftinguiihing himfelf here, he removed to Eton, where 
Dr. Bernard, the late provoft, found him not only uncom^ 
monly eager after amufements, but eminently fucccfsf ul in 
claffical attainiiients. His private tutor, while a member 
of this celebrated itiftitution, was Dr. Ncwcombe, after* 
wards Bifliop of Waterford, who, while he was frequently 
vexed at the diffipation of his pupil, had occafion at the 
fame time to be highly gratified with his progrcfs. Here 
he formed his early friendfliips with the Earl of FitzwiU 
liam. Lord Carlifle, his own relation the Duke of Leinfter^ 
and fome of the firft men of the age. It was here alfo, that ^ 
one of them anticipated his future reputaeion in the follow- 
ing lines : 

'' How will my Fox, alone, by ftrength of parts, 
" Shake the loud fenate, animate the hearts 
" Of fearfdl ftatefinen ! while, around you, (land 
** Both Peers and Commons, lift'ning your command ; 
*< While Tullt's fenie its weight to you affords, 
<< His nervous fweetneis ihail adorn your words. 
" What praiie to Pitt to Townshend e'er was duo, 
" In future tiUcf, my Fox, (hall wait on you." 

His father being, in the uncourtly language of thofe? 
days, " a rank Tory,'* Charles was fent to finifli his education 
at Oxford, where he is reported, in imitation of Penelope, 
to have regained by his daily toils, the labours loft by his 
no£lurnal aberrations. 

* LordCarliflQi. 
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At Icftgth he began to pant after a more unrcftrained in- 
tercourfe with fociety^ and confequently to be difgufted 
with the reftraints, and tired with the uniformity of a col- 
legiate life. The mod eafy, as well as moft likely way 
to rid hinifelf of this, was to evince an ardent dcfire to fee 
tjie world ) and as his ftudies were now completed, his 
father, as ufual, indulged the wifhes of his darling fon. 
Thofe who have been accuftomed to fee Mr. Fox of late 
years, without being acquainted with the minute particu- 
lars of his early life, will fcarcely believe, that at this pe- 
riod he was one of the greateft beaus in England ; that he 
indulged in all the fafhionable elegance of attire, and vied, 
in point of red-heehy and Paris-cut-velvety with the moft 
ihewy men of the times. Thefe and fimilar qualifications 
were difplayed in moft of the courts of Europe, in the courfe 
of the grand tour 5 and if he did not return like his maternal 
anceftor *", with all the vices of the continent, he at leaft 
brought a wardrobe replete with all its fafhions. Nor will 
a ftrift regard to hiftorical truth permit the omiffion of 
more culpable tranfgreffions, for he is faid, amidft the ar- 
dour and impetuofity of youth, to have expended, or rather 
laviftied, vaft fums of money in * play, and to have con- 
traded immenfe debts. Let it be recollefted, however, 
that he was at this very time between two and three years 
fliort of that period, when the law declared him to be no 
longer a minor. 

His enemies have cjarefully reminded us, that the firft 
political a£t of his life was a violation of the conftitution 
of his native country ; for at the general eleftion in 1768, 

• Charles II. 

f Dr. BiinTct in his life of Burke, aiTerts, that hi$ father, Lord HoUand, 
who accompanied him to Spa, firft excited an itch for play in his youthfu} 
mind, by allowing him five guineas a night to * be fpent in games of hazard. 
But as this refts on the mere affcrtion of that gentleman, it will be difficult 
to give credit to the report. , 

he 
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he took his feat for Mi^hurft, in Suflex^ a borough under 
the influence of his family, when he was only nineteen 
years of age, ' and confequently ineligible. It is with pain 
too, it is here reluftantly recorded, that the firft effort of 
his eloquence was hoftile to liberty * ; but, befides his ex- 
treme ;|^uth, the bent of his education, the prejudices of 
his family, aud the wiflies of a fond father, ought all to 
be taken into confideration •, and if a complete vindica- 
tien does not enfue, an ingenuous mind will ' not be at a 
lofs for an apology. 

During all the proceedings of the Houfe relative to the 
Middlefex eleftion, Mr. F. ftood forward as the champioi^ 
of the miniftry, and exhibited no common addrefs and afti- 
vity on the occafion. From the firft moment of his enter- 
ing the fenate, he, indeed, difplayed all the qualities of 
the orator ; and Lord North, then chancellor of the exche-» 
quer, deemed his merits fo confiderable, that in the begin- 
ning of 1772 he nominated him to a feat at the admiralty 
board, and in the latter part of the fame year made him, in 
fome meafure, a partner with himfclf in the management 
of the empire, by appointing him a lord of the treafury. 

Amidft this feeming deyotion to the court, there were . 
not wanting opportunities when he (hook off the trammels 
of dependance, and allowed his manly mind to tak^ its full 
fcope. Not the Icaft memorably of thefe was during the 
debate on the bill brought into the HouCe of Commons h^ 
Sir William Meredith, to give relief from fubfcription to 
the xxxix articles of thp church of England ; and ia. the; 
liberal fentiments delivered on that occafion^ he has firmly 
and uniformly pcrfevered, untij the prefent moment. * 

♦ His firft fpeech was in oppofifion to Mr. Wilkes, tlicn confined fti the 
King's Bench ; and whatever the motives of that -gentlemen might be, dif- 
paflionate men will now be ready to avow, that on this occafion, his caufe 
was not only popular but jufU 

But^ 
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But the time had now arrivedf whcu a new iircQion 
vrasto be given to his purfuita. The rf al caiU^ of thb 
event, which involved fo many important confcquenccs, 
can only be guefled at. The fons of the Xiords Guilford 
and Holland, w^re both poflefled of talents $ the one p^« 
haps afpired to, the other enjoyed, th^ fuprcme QQif^m^ad y 
and like two great men of antiquity, the firft, perhaps, 
could not brook a fuperior, nor the fccond a rival. The 
enmity was firft developed in the refufal of a petty appoint* 
ment ; it increafed on the memorable examination of the 
Rev. Mr. Home, now John H. Tookc, at the bar of the 
Houfe of Commons; and finally became public, in co^- 
fequence of the following billet, couched with all the 
energy of Spartan brevity : 

** His Majefty has thought proper to order a new com- 
•* miflion of the treafury to be made out, in which I don't 
*• perceive your name. 

NoRTH.*^ 

<« The Hon. Mr. Fox.'* 

Confideringsthis not merely as an injury, but an infult, 
the enmity of Mr. Fox from that moment became public, 
^nd he at length raifcd fuch a conftitutional oppofition to 
the adminiftration of the noble lord who had thus treated 
him in a manner bordering on contempt, that he, in the 
end, fubverted his power, and dragged his antagonift to the 
very edge of the fcaffold. 

In the mean time, Lord Holland died, leaving a large fum 
of money» and confiderable eftatej in the ndghbourfiood 
of Kingfgate, with the houfe there, built in imitation of 
TuUy's Formian villa, on the coaft of Baise, to his fon 
Charles. He was thns in po^effion ^f a plentiful fortune, 
and had he retained it, would have ftood upon high ground 
in point of confequence : for thefe beqnefts, in addition to 

the 



tbetiktkfhip of A^ pells in frelatid/oon after fold to Mr. 
3«hldnftm, now Lord Lherpod, muft have prt)dw:ed a pe|t 
Tcnnual incottie of more than 4,000 /. per annum. 

After the diffipadon of this large property, a comiDon 
mind wovid have, perhaps, bent under the calamity; his, 
•on the contrary, feems to have rebounded from the fall 5 
and inftcad of finkkig into defpair, to have aftually foarcd 
into celebrity, and even independance. 

A new and a noble field now opened to his ambition \ 
and he commenced his career as a patriot, on principles 
which Locke has upheld, and Sydney would not have bluihed 
to fupport. The members of that adminiftration, fuppofr 
cd by fome to be only the ptippets of a northern peer, had 
Tendered themfdves detefted by the oppreflion of Mr. 
Wilkes, the profecution of the printers, the countenance 
given to the riots at Brentfordj aijd the military execution 
Ml St. George*s-fidds. 

Another event of infinitely greater magnitude now filled 
■up the bitter draught of popular odium ^ and the previous 
t)ppreffion, and threatened fubjugatipn of America, aroufed 
a general fpirit of refiftance within the mother country, 
and pointed the finger of public vengeance at the de- 
voted head of the premier. Fortunately for Mr. Fox's 
confiftency, his conduft refpefting the tranfatlantic con- 
teft, was ever ftriftly uniform j and on this, as on a fub- 
Tequent occafion, he faw afar off, anticipated the im- 
|jending calamities, and predifled the accumulation of mis- 
fortunes, <which afterwards overwhelmed the nation. 

Accordingly, in 1774, he oppofed the introduftion of 
the Bofton Port Bill, and apologifed for the cbnduft ^f th^ 
colonies. In his fpecch on this ocgafion, he arraigned the 
condu£b of the minifter in bold and energetic language, 
^d explained the principles of the violated conftitution, 

with. 
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with an eloquence worthy of the caufe. The treafury^ 
bench began^ for the firft time, to calculate the lofs it had 
fuftained, the oppofition to eftimate the ftrength it had a&- 
quired^ while the people rejoiced to behold, in the perfon 
of a youthful fenator, whom they had been taught to con- 
fider as an enemy, a firm, an intrepid, and an eloquent 
advocate, fuch as would not have difgraced Rome in her 
beft.days. 

On this occafion, he fat on the fame feat as a Saville, a 
Barr^, a Dunning, and a Burke, with the laft of whom he 
had frequently broken a lance> in the war of argument, 
from the oppofite fide of the houfe ; and he has fmce can- 
didly avowed, that from this celebrated man he firft imbib- 
ed thofe enlightened maxims of government, profeffed and 
a£led upon by the pupil, alas ! when the matter himfelf 
feemed to have abandoned them* 

On the difcuflion of Mr. Burke's conciliatory propofi- 
tiqns in i77Sj he ftrenuoufly fupported the liberal fchemes 
of policy pointed out by that gentleman, and fpoke and 
voted during th^ whole conteft In direft oppofition to that 
criminal fyftem, which it had been fondly and fallacioufly 
prognpfticated was to produce the unconditional fubmif- 
(ion of the cqlonies, and lay them proftrate at the feet of 
the mother country ! 

At length all the evils that had been forefeen were rea^ 
lifed. America, driven to defpair, declared herfelf free and 
independant ; monarchical France exerted her protefting 
arm acrpfs the Atlantic ; the capture of Burgoyne and 
Cornwallis proclaimed the triumphs of liberty ; and a new 
conflagration lighted up in Europe, by the fire-brands that 
,had been fcattered in another hemifphere, wafted the 
ftrength, and exhauf^ed the refources of £nglancii« 

^ At 
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At the general ele£lion in 1780, the family-borough of 
Midhurft falling into other hands, and Mr. F. blufliing, 
perhaps, at the idea of violating the very fpirit and eflence 
of a conftitution, which he now began, for the firft time, 
to underftand and venerate, determined to become a can«- 
didate for the city of Weftminfter 5 and he at length fuc- 
ceeded, after a violent conteil, in which he baffled not on- 
ly all the intereft of the Newcaftle family, but alfo all the 
influence of the Crown, both of which were powerfully, 
but unfuccefsfully, exerted againft him. Being now the 
reprefentativc, not of a petty venal borough, but of a great 
city, and that too without any expence to himfelf, he ap- 
peared in parliament in a more dignified capacity, and ac- 
quired a confiderable increafe of weight and confequence. 

Soon after this, the miniftry began to totter, and the 
political rats were in motion, in order to defert the finking ' 
fabric. A minority, at firft contemptible in point of num- 
bers, but always formidable in refpeft to integrity and abi- 
lities, and which then claimed the prefent premier amongft 
the moft zealous of its partifans, had increafed in powier 
and popularity. The minifters were afTailed within by the 
thunders of eloquence ; without^ they were overwhelmed 
by the clamours of an indignant people : to proceed in the 
war was ruin ; and to recede, betrayed them into perfonal 
danger. At length the " noble lord in the blue ribbon" 
was hunted into the toils, and it was hoped by many, that 
public juftice awaited his mifdeeds : for in a conteft, in 
which oceans of blood had unjuflly flowed, fome one mud 
have been criminal ; and .who more proper for an expiatory 
facrifice, than the oftenfible author of fo many calamities ? 
Alas ! had punifliment been but inflifted on one fingle fo^ 
litary individual, all our fubfequent calamities might have 
I been averted, and the woirld taught to believe, that even in 
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Tcfpc£k to great offenders, fome connexion ftill exifted be- 
tween guilt and punifbment ! 

But the Rockingham party contented themfehres with the 
4!efeat of their opponents ; and Mr. Fox, of courfe, was 
nominated to a feat in the cabinet, and appointed one of the 
fecretaries of (late. The merit of this fhort-lived admini- 
ftration was confpicuous. Notwitfaftanding they had fuc- 
ceeded to an empty exchequer, and a general war, they 
yet determined to free the people from fome of their nu- 
merous grievances ; and had they remained ^ little longer 
in power, infinitely more would have been efFefted. Con- 
traftors were excluded by aft x)f Parliament from the Houfc 
of Commons ; cuftom and excife officers were difqualified 
from voting at eleftions ; the proceedings in regard to Mid- 
dBcfex were refcinded ; while a reform-bill, rather fpeci- 
ous, however, in name, than in reality, abolifhed a num- 
ber of ufelefs offices. A more generous policy was alfo 
adopted in rcfpeft to Ireland ; a general peace was already 
meditated ; an ancient aHy was attempted to be foothed by 
an offer of ncgoci^tion * ; and America, which could not 
be reftorcd, was at leaft intended to be conciliated. 

In the midft of thefe promifing appearances, the noble- 
man, who was the key-ftone that fupported the difcordant 
materials of the political arch,, died fuddenly, and the 
^ council board was inftantly divided by political fchifms. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne, who appears at this period 
to. have had the ear of the king, and a majority in the cabi- 
iict, was immediately entrufted with the reins of admini- 
ftratioQ, and Mr. Fox determining, (to make ufe of his own 
langoage,) '* never to connive at plans in private, which he 

. * Mr. FoXf wiflung to detacJi the Dutch from the coalition with ikt 
houfe of Bourbon, wrote a letter ^to M, Simolin, the Ruflian Minifter, in 
iibicfaJie dfier^d to i!o|ua a-ocw wtaty on the bafis of that of 1674. 
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** could Hot publicly and copfiftendy avow/* retired from' 
office with a nu9verou6 and refpe^able body of his friends. 

In the mean tinve^ the party left in pofleihon of all the great 
^cee^ concluded a peace with America, France, and fUk- 
hfkd I but their adminiftration proved of Ihort duration, 
jfor a grand political confederacy had now been formed 
>gainft them. This, under the name of ** the coalition,** 
jbon fubverted their power^ and fupplanted them in office* 
No event, in our time, has produced more obloquy than 
lihe alliance between Mr. Fox and Lord North i and it is 
fxot to be concealed, that it was even then pregnant with 
Uuufpicious refults, and has fince been produdive of the 
moft finifter confequences, as it enabled an ambitious 
young man to give the firfl: flab to the conftitution, by fet- 
ting a vote of the Houfe of Commons, hitherto deemed 
inviolable, at defiance. The <^ India Bill," of which Mr. 
Burke is faid to have been the penman, proved the rock, on 
which the vefTel of the ill-paired colleagues foundered ; and 
ft is not a little memorable, that their more fortunate rivals 
revived this very meafure, and carried it triumphantly 
through Parliament! 

We now behold Mr. Fox, once more, divefted of pow-» 
er, reduced to (helter himfelf againft accidents in the re- 
prefentation of the * Orkney Ifles ; and to contend with an 
unexampled perfeverance for a feat as member for Weft- 
minfter ; which, after a memorable fcrutiqy, and an im-t 
inenfe expenditure, he at length obtained. 

He has fince been re-ele£ted to the fame honourable poft, 
^nd has fteadily combated, as a reprefentative of the people, 
the influence of the crown ; which, in his opinion, alone 

• This is rather incorrcft, Mr. Fox being returned for the diftri£t of bo-, 
roughs, called Tain, Dingwall, &c. &c. Even here, however, he was op- 
soied by Sir John Sinclair, but the Intereft of tb^ prefeot Lord, then Sin 
Thomas Dundas, fioaUy prevailed. 
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conftitutes and produces all their grievances. His fubfe- 
quent conduft has been fuch as to reftore the current of po^- 
pularity, and raife his name higher than before. His grand 
maxim, and furely it is immediately connefted with the 
profperity, and, perhaps, the exiftence, of a manufaftur- 
ing and commercial country, is the maintenance of peace. 
With this objeft in view, he oppofed a conteft -with Ruffia, 
about the fortrefs of Oczakow, and a conflift with Spain 
concerning the peltry of Nootka Sound. 

During the firft ftages of that melancholy' event which 
led to the regency bill, Mr. Fox was wandering through the 
delightful regions of modern Italy, and feemed enchanted 
once more to tread £>n clafiic land. From this charming 
fpot, he was called to witnefs and to participate in far 
different fcenes, and finally to behold the party he oppofed 
more firmly feated in power than before. 

He has been blamed for his conduft during the impeach- 
ment of Mr. Haftings, but he was fupported by a majority 
of the Houfe of Commons on that occafion, and by nearly 
all his political enemies. This meafure was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, in order to clear the honour of the nation, and 
proved to the opprefled inhabitants of India, that in England 
they would ftill find avengers. It is not to be denied, how- 
ever, that the trial was fpun out to a moft opprcflive length 
and that the fuppofed culprit at length ceafed to be odious 
in the eyes of the people. The forms of the Houfe of 
Peers, as a court of juftice, are indeed unfavourable to the 
difpatch of bufinefs, but the managers ought, perhaps, ei- 
ther to have accelerated thefe, or to have withdrawn from 
a flruggle, when they perceived that the firft flep toward ' 
punifhment confifted in the opprefTion of even a guilty indi- 
vidual ! 

No fooner did the French nation evince a fincere defire to 
;Qiake off the dominion of abfolute power, than he hailed 
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the aufpicious dawn of rifing liberty, and deprecated the 
interference of this country, in a quarrel hoftile to the prin- 
ciples on which fhe had founded her proud pre-eminencc.^ 
On this occafion, he experienced the dereliflion of many of 
his aflbciates, and ampng others of that man of whofe lipa 
he had firft imbibed the principles of freedom. Finding, 
however, that he and his friends were reduced to a fcanty 
minority, he has fince retired, in a great meafure, from 
^ public bufinefs, and left the minifter to triumph by means of 
the majorities in his intereft. Nor is this all, for his name 
has been lately ftruck out from the lift of privy counfellor j 
an event unexampled in the prefent reign, and only once 
cxercifed during the laft, in refpeft to a nobleman * accufed 
of cowardice and difaffeftion. 

As an orator, Mr. Fox is afluredly the firft man of hi* 
age. He fimplifies the moft abftrufe details, he analyfes 
the moft complex arguments, and he reduces the moft fub- 
tie pofitions to the teft of firft principles. Animated him- 
felf, he animates others. Unambitious of melodious words 
and ftudied phrafes, that dwell only on the ear, the cor* 
reftnefs of his reafoning afiails the judgment, while the 
irrefiftible thunders of his eloquence at once influence and 
captivate the fenfes. Struggling continually again ft the 
ftream of power, he yet appears inferior to no man, and 
he wants only to ftand on the " 'vantage ground" of fuc- 
cefs, to be viewed as the greateft man of his time. 

As an author, he has produced feveral fpecimens of poe- 
tical compofition, which with a due culture might have at-/ 
tained excellence. His vcrfes to Mrs. Crewe, beginning 
with the following lines, have often been praifed : 

** Where the lovelieft cxprcflion to features is join'd, 

'* By natures moft delicate pencil defign'd ; 

** Where blu(hes unbidden, and fmiles without art, 

" Speak the foftncfs and feeling that dwell in the heart,** &c. 

* iJord George Germainc. 

His 
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His invocation *' to Porcrty" muft, howcvier, be allowed 
to be fuperior, and it contains a national reflection that may 
ofotd fonie ;. it onght^ however^ to be recollected, that the 
laglifli, ta that piriodf were much difgafted with the tem<* 
forifing condudfc of their northern neighbours: 

** O Poverty ! of pale confumptive hue, 

*• If thou dclight*ft to haunt me.ftill in view, 

*• If ftill thy prcfencc mud my (leps*atteud, 

** At lead continue, as thou art, my friend. 

** When Scotch examfk bids me he unjujiy 

^* Falfe to my word, unfaithful to my truft, 

« Bid me the baneful error quickly fee, 

** And (hun the world to find repofe with thee. 

<^ When vice to wealth would turn my partial eye, 
** Or int'reft (hutting ear to lbrrow*s cry ; 
** Or courtiers* cuftom would my reafon bind, 
** My foe to Ihtter, or defert my friend; 
•* Oppofe, kind Poverty, thy tempered ihield, 
** And bear me off unvanquilh'd from the field. 

<* If ^ddy Fortune c*cr return again, 
•* With all her idle, reftlefs, wanton train, 
•* Her magic glafs (hould falfe Ambition hold, 
<* Or Av'xice bid me put my tnift in gold ; 
*' To my relief, then, virtuous goddefs, hade, 
** And with thee bring thy daughters eves chaftc, 
« Health ! Liberty 1 and Wifdom ! fiftcrs bright, 
*' Whofe charms can make the word condition light, 
*' Beneath the harded fate the mind can cheer, 
'* Can heal affliftion and difarm defpair; 
^ In chains, in torments, pleafure can bequeath, 
" And drcfs in fmiles the tyrant hour of death V* 

His letter* *' To the worthy and independent ElecJjors of 
the City and Liberty of Weftminfter," is his only avowed 
profe publication, and this has experienced a nearly unex- 
ampled fale, having run through twelve or thirteen large 

• PuMlflicdin 1795. 
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edition^. On this occafion, he makes a manly appeal to 
hii conftkuents , and in a clear and perfpkuons ftyle de^ 
precates the idea of foreign alliances^ and infifts oxf the 
necefllty of acknowledging the French republic as an inde- 
pendent ftate. While alluding to the ridiculous proje& 
of fubjugating that power^ by external force, he exprefles 
lumfelf thus: 

" The conqucft of France ! ! ! O ! calumniated crufad- 
** ers, how rational and moderate were your projeGs ! O ! 
•* much-injured Lewis XIV, upon what flight grounds 
•* have you been accufed of reftlefs and inordinate ambiti- 
^* on ! O ! tame and feeble Cervantes, with what a timid 
*^ pencil and faint colours have you painted the portrait of a 
** difordered imagination !" 

Of the private life of this great oratpr, the public may 
be. anxious ta have a few authentic particulars. Mr. Fox 
no longer refides any part of the year in town, having dif- 
pofed of his houfe in South-ftreet ; when he vifits London, 
which is but feldom, he ftays fometimes at the houfe of his 
old friend General Fitzpatrick, and fometimes at' a hotel 
in the neighbourhood of New Bond-ftreet. Except during 
the fhooting feafon, when he vifits Mr. Coke, &c. in Nor- 
folk, he lives chiefly at St. Ann's-hill, near Chertfey. 
There he fuperintends the cultivation of his grounds, enjoys 
the pleafures of horticulture, and amufes himfelf in form- 
ing his fhrubberies. To " the rofe," the theme of the 
Perfian poets, he feems particularly attached ; for he has a 
parterre near his houfe, in which there are no lefs than' 
thirty diflFerent fpecies. He alfo poflefies a great tafte for 
botany; and has been at infinite pains to render himfelf 
mafler of the Linnsean fyftem. 

In general, he rifes about feven o'clock, mounts his 
berfe inftantly, rides to the river, and plunges into the 

Thames. 
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Thames. He then returns to brcakfaft, which is over be- 
fore ten. The forenoon is, for the moft part, dedicated to 
his books ; and is accordingly fpent in his ftudy. Before 
dinner, he takes a walk or ride, around the neighbouring 
village, fits down to table a little after three o'clock, and 
lives well, and like a gentleman, without any appearance^ 
however, of luxury or oftcntation. After indulging in a 
few glafies gf port or (herry, he retires with his guefts 
about fix, to the tea-room, which prefents a rtioi^ delight- 
ful profpeft in the fummer feafon ; and after a couple of 
diflies of coffee, a glafs of liqueur de Martinique is handed 
round to the company. 

The evenings are generally dedicated to domeftic enter- 
tainments. Sometimes he reads, and then generally aloud \' 
at other times he plays at fome manly game on the lawn, or 
liftens to the mufic of a favourite lady while fingering the 
piam-fortey or the pedal harp. The evening is not unfre- 
quently fpent at the Holland, a charming oftagon build- 
ing, dedicated to his nephew, Henry, Lord llolland, and 
infcribed to him. From this building is to be feen a moft 
luxuriant view of the furrounding country ; but the eye is 
unwilling to roam abroad, as it is ornamented with beauti- 
ful paintings by the hand of Mrs. Armftead. 

While the hirelings of miniftry are reprefenting him as 
plotting againft the date, he is, moft probably, perufing 
Homer in the original language ; and the immortal bard, or 
the ^* confpirator," is perhaps dandling a child in his arms, 
or, peradventure, if it be in the fummer feafon, playing at 
trap-ball on the grafs ! 

In perfon, Mr. Fox is fomewhat above the middle fize, 
and, of late years, is rather inclined to be fat. His fea- 
tures, which are ftrongly marked, exhibit an appearance of 
(hrewdnefs and ability ; and his eye, in the mjdft of debate, 
or the animation of converfe, flaflies with fire. 

N0 
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, No portrait has been oftener painted, and iie muft be a 
vcrf haacmmti Mi8» klaod, niAlo cdifttof bit off Ae fa- 
ttimine compiexioni the piercing look, and the arch and 
bufhy eye-brow of the great commoner. The chifiel, as 
well as the pencil, has been employed in giving durability 
to his refenfblance, for a great tiumber of bufts have been 
executed^ of late years^ in marble, by * Nollekeas ; and 
one in terra tOta has ftiU more recendy been finiflied by 
Merchant, as a model for a gem. 

The following dbdicadon to Mr. V'ox, is by one of the 
ipreateft fclolkrs of die age : 

CAROLO JACOBO f05t 

^^^6d'vctiuti nhtti 6c abfodatam cAo^dcixliaiu 

non nioro coraent, led cisuHfi, tfUL ]potwt, 

ad Saluteai Patito IMgfliHitettiqBe toeiiAitol coottilerit ; 

QuM M firiMpicfidk fl«« aohdUts, 6ire ioioliokiis^ 

iu0jfeiiqirrtcliierit Mbrtakt 

hiboc, tiias ScmpitetMs ; 

Qnod MflDte fdUda isMftufUf pdmiaofcctt tfipr«p«fil9» 

atque jflQBpraiboriftsi ^cvorit miaas ; 

(^mA in Cih;i£i, qiiae xnaximc popuUris efib debutfltt;, 

Nqo populariter ille ^idem, 

ut aUi^ fi&e et Macitsr populaces, 

fed ftroaiic-ac fortiter vcrlktus fit ; 

Qn6d denize, in foediflimo lUo 

Optlmi prudentiffimiqvie Senatus naufrdgio, 

Id dei&um, imo id folum, . 

quod turpe ^<bt, 

MiferuA exfftimirit, aique aded cum bonis 

L^re itbxmviiov ftatuerit, 

potlus quam periciflofe & frnjldate dc cuprde 

inter ras^, 

LflKvm hOQcoe ea^ quap^r-eft, OUbrvaotsa* 

IX D. D. 

A. £. A. O. 

"*' No lefs than tbirty-two have been finilb«d by this fculptor, at Hxty gui- 
aea^ each, for the Bmprefs of RalSay the Dukes of Dcvonlhxre and Portland, 
Lord Albemarle, ftc* ftc dec. 

E .THE 
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THE RIGHT HONOtTRABLE WILLIAM PITT; 

CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHE^IIe'r, &C. &C. 

IT is> at all timeS) a difficulty delicate, and fometimes a 
dangerous taik, to attempt the delineation of the life and 
charafter of a minifter of ftate. The paffions of the ge- 
nerality of men are too much agitated to attend to cool dif- 
puffion while they contemplate the immediate political fitu- 
aticJn of their country, more efpccially in a period like the 
prefent, fo replete with important and fingular events. 

The fubjedi of this article is^ in many points of view, the 
mc(ft confp^cuous prime minifter which modern Europe has 
ev^r;behcld> whether he be confidered in refpcft to his 
vei^y fpkhdid talents, his wonderful fuccefs in life» or the 
fingular events which have occurred during his adminiftra- 
tion* His hiftorv will include the annals of the moft re- 
maikable epoch in modern times; and he will be juftly 
deemed, by future ages, the lever which gave motion to the 
proceedings of all the cabinets of Europe. A large fhare 
of the good or evil which may refult, will be folely afcrib- 
ed to his couricils. In fliort, he may be confidered as unit- 
ing the ftrikiAg qualities of the Cecils, the WalGnghams> 
the Richlieus, the Mazarines, the Straffords, the Louvois, 
the Alberonies, and the Walpoles ; to none of thefe is he 
inferior in abilities, in eloquence, or in the various arts and 
*• confummate policy of the courtier and the ftatefman. 

This country never had a minifter of whom fuch differ- 
ent opinions have been entertained, as of the prefent,, 
and indeed no former one was ever placed in fuch cri- 
tical circumftances. The hiftory of this illuftrious ftatef- 
man, comprifing, as it neceflarily muft, a review of his 
political life, will be refortcd to, at fome future period, as 
/ .... one 
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one of the moft interefting and inftru£live performances 
that can occapy the attCAtion of mankind. 

William Pitt, the illuftrious Earl of Chatham, had two 
fons, one of whom, the prefent able minifter, is the young- 
eft. He was bom May 8, 1759, ^^ ^ ^^^^ when his fa- 
ther's glory was at its zenith ; and when, in confequence 
of the wifdom and integrity of his councils, and the vigour 
^nd promptitude of his meafures, Britifh valour reigned 
triumphant in every part of the globe. 

On the acceflion of his prefent Majefty, that great ftatef- 
man, in confequence of new arrangements, chiefly occa- 
fioned by the rifing influence of the Earl of Bute, retired 
from the ftation which he had fo honourably filled ; and con- 
figning his elder fon to the inftrudions of able tutors> 
he devoted his own ,time to the education of William, 
on a ftrong and well founded perfuafion (as he was in the 
habit of faying) that <^ he would one day encreafe the 
** glory of the name of Pitt." 

His claflical knowledge Mr. Pitt acquired under the care 
of a private tutor at Burton-Pynfent, the feat of his father ; 
and the Earl took great pains in teaching him, while ftill a 
youth, to argue with logical precifion, and fpeak with ele- 
gance and force. He judicioufly accuftomed him to the 
pradice of making accurate enquiries refpefting every fub- 
je£l that caught his. attention, and taught him not to remain 
fatisfied with a fuperficial obfervation of appearances. 

This leflbn brought him into an early praftice of cool 
and patient inveftigation, rarely, if ever acquired, by thofc 
who prefer the trappings of eloquence, and the (howy or- 
naments of language, to plain fober di£tion, and pertinent 
.matter of fa£t. 

Under fuch a» able paternal tutor, an acute mind could 
not fail to imbibe a ftore of found pradical knowledge. 
The earl, with his ufual perfpicuity, fancied he faw in his 

E 2 (on 
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fen a futurre fhttcfoiaS) and, ia tH |nt>bfld>ility} a fuliifC 
minifter of his country aHb. It was a laudaUt anlndiMi 
in a fatherland to gratify it he rpared no txcTtbns; direCfc- 
}^ hiB^ip^hofe attentimi to the great objeA of rendering Im 
ftm accompKfhed in aU filings re^fite to form a pubBc cha* 
rafteti and to preferye "die htftre alreatdy attached to "die 
name of William Pitt. 

xfey hmfeiT} rretjuentiy entered into forced <S^atations 
"With him, and encouraged him to argue widi others, upon 
fubjefts rsiu aborciraat could be eapecled from his years* 
In t)ie management <ii thefe arguments, hts father would 
never ceofe to |rtre& him with difficulties; ^or would he 
permit him to ftc^, till the fiibjc6l of contention was com- 
pletely cAaufked. By being hiured to this method, thefon 
acquired that quality whidi is of the firft confcqucnce in 
public life — a fufficitnt degree of firmncfe, and prcfence of 
mind, as well as a ready delivery, in which he was wonder- 
fully aided by nature. 

That he might have all the benefits of education which 
Ais country could give him, and, at the fame time, by "a 
rapid, progrefe through die ne c e ffa ry ftudies, qualify hin^Gdf 
early for the lenate, he was taken at between fourteen ^aod 
£fteen years of age from his father's roof, and irom die 
care "of a very enlightened- and worthy clergyman^ Mr* 
(now Dr.) Wiffon, atid fent to Pembrolrc college. Cam-* 
bridge, where hi^ was admitted under die tuition of Meflh. 
Turner and Prettyman, both very able and well qualified 
tutors, and willing to fecond, to the utmbft of their power^ 
die intentions of his father. Mr. Preityman was alio Ids 
private tutor, and abetter choice could not have been made, 
as far as claiEcal and mathematical knowlege were comrem- 
45d. For eloquence he could not look up to either of his 
tutors *, but his father's exaanple and precepts required no 

farther 



fuAtr «{&ftaace« iftCwttibfUge ho v«t a model to Ak 
jiMing nobility imdi fciloiKooaMlaiDrs ; voA it wts mt 
dmted itet if die ^TSt^es tf Innaiik lul tM tedoqitk. 
%d Mm Iforiidie ufoal tatMt^fn Ihit bidWd^'s Aogv^ 
kc would luifebeeia fsmd moig iftc firft eoni^MtitoreiBr 
lieadMlfcMd lK>xiteA. Om trb«dmifim% aorardiag to cii& 
toaftj to Us fl»adtcc% ^gieo^ tke pvbBc on^ fouaa it 
Mo^^s'to fimdi kito liit gcneakf^ w even tod veU mock 
upon die virtues of his father^ the eyeft of the tumer(ky 
wen ized oa die yootk \ the cnnqtared iudience affmted 
to e?€fy €iicomiuiBi9 imd vschbretft wos filed wi^tho liv^ 
K^ft yr cfcMimi iits of fttvieigfeatners. To tke koooor of 
SAr. Pitt k muft be •^fcniv that Ik hos keeo duly fesiUl 
t4 the esHTO titai of hit fifing ycavs. Hiainftnsfloit baro 
Mteiv^d y gy ^atc d mayfct of bis a c i oo a ihdgmtfu L Dr- Wit 
fdft, his Arft inftru^£)or) is mow gmioii of Windfer-; and 
oive of his ibciS kas a bscfrative Hecuro i^ Jtmadca. Ike 
w^mhy Dt. Tiini^r is I>eaii of Norwick v Dv. Hrettyibaa 
has received the Bifliopric of Lincoln, and the Deanery of 
St. Pattl's> aM will| d^Miefe^ aot 1^ overbokod to future 
pyoffiioti(ui9i 

lie wts %hirW$n^$ MMved a ftudent ot lincoki's InOf 
and ildade fo ra|nd a progrefs in hts legal ftudtes, as to be 
foofi caHed to tkft b^, #iih every profjpe£t of- great foeir 

We in ikfoimii^ tkat be ^ct o? twice went opon die 
Weftern circuit, and appeared as junior counfel in feveral 
elUfea* He w;i% bow«ver, deftin^d to fill a mpfs imppr- 
taot ftatiOA in the gotemchent ef bis eoi^ntry, than is ufu- 
tXhf tb hit obtakied dirovtjgk die ehanhel of the law. 

Af the geneipal ele£lieti, 17SQ, we find h(m nominated 
by tofti^ of tb« meft MfpedkWe perff^i^s in Cambridge as z 
catldidale to repH^fSnt th^t unii^effhy ^ but notwidiftandiiig 
kieMgh charader in the univerfity, he found very few to 

fecond 
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fecond his pretenfions. In the following year, how^ei^, 
he was returned for the boroueh of Appleby, by the in- 
tereft of Sir James Lowther. On taking his feat in the 
Houfe of Commons, he enlifted himfelf on the fide of the 
party which had conftantly oppofed the minifter. Lord 
North, and the American war, and which regarded him 
with a degree of veneration ; recognifing in^ his per- 
fon the genius of his ill|iftrious father revived and ^^^ing, 
^s it were, in him. 

One of his firft a£):s, as a member of the Houfe of 
Commons, was extremely well calculated to increafe his 
popularity -, this was his motion for . a committee of the 
houfe, tp confult upon the mod: eSediual me^ns to ac- 
compliQi a more equal reprefentation of the people in par-r 
liament. His propofitions were, indeed, reje£led *, \}\xt he 
continued to repeat and renew them from time to timej' 
and thus kept up the public attention to this great qbjed;, 
and made it mqre generally canva^ed than it ever had been 
before. 

On the death of the great Marquis of Rockingham, th^ 
old Whig party fell into a ftate of difunion, nearly border-r 
ing upon diflblution. A new arrangement took place foon 
after, and Lord Shelburne became the s^ble fir(l Lord of 
the Treafury, carrying along with him Mr. Pitt, who afto: 
niftied the country, and, indeed, all Europe, by the phe^ 
nomenonqf ^ Chancellor of the Excheq<*4r at thlfage of 
' twenty^three ! 

His popularity ^t this period ^flFe£lualIy fcreened him 
from every charge which his youth and inexperi^jQce might 
juftly h^ve warranted, ahd which were ftrongly urged 
againft him by the adyerf^ ^faftipn. The fituation of the 
country was extremely critical. The Anaerican war ha4 
|)ecpme generally odious 5 an^l all hearts panted for a cef- 
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fatlon of hoftilities. This defirable objefk was, therefore, 
the firft confidcration with the new miniftry. 

The combined powers had recently experienced great hu- 
miliations, and confequemly the opportunity was not to 
be loft. A general peace accordingly took place ; but the 
terms of it were reprobated by a conliderable part of the 
nation. On this occafion, Mr. Kit delivered in his place 
a moft mafterJy defence of Kimfelf sfcnd his coUegues, which 
produced a correfponding, though not fuccefsful effedi. 
The adminiftration, of which he was the moft diftin- 
guiflied member, was therefore Ihort-lived. On its diffo- 
hition, the young ftatefman withdrew into retirenieht, and 
afterwards went abroad for fome time, vifiting Italy^ and 
fevcral of the German courts. 

On the coaiition^s taWng place, Mr. Mansfield's feat' for 
the univerfity beoanie vacant, by accepting the offiife of 
folicitor-gencral, and Mr. Pitt determined to oppofe him : 
with this view' he went down to Cambridge j but was 
treated with contempt, by the heads and fenipr members. 
One threw the door alinoft in his face, and \ypnder?d at 
Ae impudence of the young man, thus to come down arid 
tlifturb the peace of the univerfity 1 From fuch a fcene he 
retired in a few days, in difguft •, though the aiTurahces of 
fupport from feveral independent mafters of arts, kept 
alive the few hopes remaining in his breaft, of future fiic- 
ccfs. * A few. indnthd, however, changed the' fcene ; the 
coalition miniftrv was thrown out, he came down in triumph 
to the univerfityi was receive4 with open arms, carried hi$ 
ele£tion with' a cohfidcrable majority, and was able, alfo, 
by his influence) to make Lord Eufton his coHegue. For a 
time the tergiverfation of the fenite'was a theme of con- 
verlation ; the moft notorioiTs of the gown who changed 
their fides, were marked by the contempt of the unfuccefs- 
ful, but laughed it their own difgrace, under the rewards 
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of (he fucccfaful caodidfttea ( mitfct and fiaU% and Uringis 
became the portion of the Caoikri^ge mesu But £ew of 
the? indepcudeiit uuftccs who w34Ud Jiaveiiippocted him 
when out of power, and d&d fuppoi^ him on bUacoefion 
to the miniftry» were to be found axzu)ng his fupportcra at 
jtbc next dej£ik>u \ the/ confidejced him to have giiren 19 
thofe principles of Ubertj» and that zeal tot the refocm of 
yarUamcnt, which had^ with his great talent3> caxtitlod him 
to their notice* 

An oecafion^ fuddenfy ofiered, in 1784, for bringing 
]Vlr. Pitt forward once more 00 the great theatre ff poli^ 
ties, as a candidate for £Mne and power. The Britiih dor 
rninions in India had long been in an alarnuog iituatiffny 
and it was generally admitted that an immediate vemedy 
was iadifpenfably neeeflary to preierve them. With this 
viewjt Mr. V0X9 ihen Secretary of State^ fprmed, digeftedf 
and, brought forward^ bis famous India bill| which he ear^ 
ried through its feveral ftages with, a high hand* 

The coalition miniftryj as ^ompofed of fuch an hetero* 
geneous mixture, notwithftanding thoii majority in the 
^oufe of Commons^ were generally obnoxious to the mu 
tipn, apd this bill was particularly ofitenfive to the gieat 
t)ody whom it immediately^ affe4^ed. Lord North and his 
new allies were accordingly difmiifed^ and Mr. Pitt became 
Premier, affiftcd bjr the advice of Lord Tlmrlaw, af 
keeper of the great ftal — arrangements whidi> at dhat 
time,^ were, hovyiever, only confidered as temporary i: 

He then aftoniQied tkp commercial and political worlds 
by his own India bill { |Ie had, however^ the niortiiicav 
tionto find th.e ma^rity of the iioiifcof Commoqfis agasnft 
him •, and he, was pl^ce4 iP the pecviUai; .Ctuatio;i of a mi«- 
nifter ading^ with a fmaU minc^itys and that too ia oppo- 
fition to the (Irongef^ confluence of talentj^ fver c0O(ibme4 
ij^aini^ any ^min^f^atic^. }Ie^ boweyevi^ femvoed fiffm 

in 
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ia fab feat amkUk • gcseial con&fion^ «tMl dioHgh the 
hmUc had pctkioited hU mft}«ftyCo4itei& his nimfftci% 
owr jPouQg yfeauer ^ntwred to wforai tieHr tteprcfentatrnt 
of the SAliaa diat ibeir fetkwa eouU aot hi compiled 
with! 

TIm ftfuggpk betw^ea the cenamoai ani the otowrx was 
of the greateft importance ; but the people at hurge weat 
of i^ptdioa that du fonncf uicroadied upon tins regal 
pveregattveai ^md on the q«eftion btkig in a manner 
thrown into tbciv hands by a itift^tion of parKaaaent;^ a 
mew one was retmmed* which changed the ata|orky» and 
preferred the mimfter in a poft which he haa aaaiauiaed 
eves finoc! 

Various pahlic meafufes have^ of cQnsie# dnrtng a pe- 
riod of fourteen years^ been brought forward by this tfOiH 
minifter i to notice wlych^ would far iscced the bounds 
of a memoir fo iunifcd in its objeA aa the prefbtt* They 
are incorporated into the hiftory of hit country, and fi^ 
miUarly reeolleifted by hit contempor^uriea. 

The commercial treaty with France w^a a bold fchemct 
and evinced deep political and mercantile knowkge* But 
the mofk critical cirCuaaftance in the annals of >fr. Piu's 
;idmimftration» and tlM on whidi hia biographer (houid 
dwell the moft, is the period when the regal powers werCf 
ail a manners Mhnppily fufpended, and all the wifdom of 
the le^iflaAure was Required to form a regency. It was a 
crifia not only novel, but of extreme magnitude, as likely 
to beconte the precedent for future times ; no fuch iaci^ 
dent having till i^en occurred in the annals of our hiftory. 

Some ftatefmen woidd hate worihipped the rifing fun. 
Mr. Pitt and bis coUegues, however, purfued a different 
coorfe, and thereby added greatly to their popiilaiityn and 
l^ieftttally fecured ihcxaiflvei in powcrt 

K 
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If) on fome occafions^ he has courted the favour of the 
people, he certainly has not always facrificed at. their (hrinc. 
He appears, indeed, to have a proper conception of the 
value in which popular eftcem is to be held, but to be fen- 
fible that it ought not to influence the conduft of a legif- 
lator, when it is evidently repugnant to the true interefts 
of the country^ 

When the revolution took place in France, the fituation 
of the prime minifter of this kingdom became once mor^ 
extremely critical. Perhaps it was fortunate for the 
country, that the adminiftration at that time enjoyed the 
good opinion of both king s^nd people ; as violent con- 
tentions of party-fpirit, at fuch a.junfture, might have 
led to confequences very injurious to the happy conftitu- 
tional government of Great Britain. 

The (ituation of Europe has affumed a new face, fince 
the monarchy of France was fhaken from its ancient bafis. 
A war' h^s enfued totally diflPerent from all former wars. 
In judging, therefore, of the merits of thofe who are con- 
cerned in managing the affairs of the nation, it is impoffible 
to have recourfe cither to precedents, or to old political 
principles. A new mode of aftion, a new fcheme of po- 
litics was to be devifed, and adapted to the exifting circum- 
ftance s 

If any m^rit be due to boldn^fs of invention, to vi- 
gour of execution, to wide extenfion of plans, and to firm- 
nefs and perfqverance of conduft, certainly the prefent ad- 
miniftration has an undoubted claim to public gratitude. 

An attention to commerce has greatly diftinguifhed Mr. 
Pitt's adminiftration, particularly during the prefent con- 
teft. Pefhaps there is no man in the kingdom better ac- 
iquainted wijh.the principles^ of trade than he is. The 
oldeft and moft experienced merchants have been aftoniftied 
at his feadinefs in converfing with them upon fubjefts 

which 
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which diey diought themfelves exclufively mailers of* 
Many who have waited upon him In full confidence that 
they (hould communicate fome new and important informa- 
tion upon matters of trade, have, to their great furprife^ 
found him minutely and intimately acquainted with all thofe 
points to which they conceived he was a ftranger. By the 
clof(? attention which he has uniformly paid to the mercan- 
tile interefts, he has certainly (iecur^d to himfelf an exclu- 
five bafis of fupport, which has enabled him not only to 
refift a mod vigorous oppofition, but to carry into efie£t 
financial meafuresthat, till hjs time^ wpre deemed im« 
pra£l:icable» 

Some men have charged him with political apoftafy, oa 
the ground of his having abandoned, if npt oppofed, the 
project of a parliamentary reform. If be really confider^ 
- fuch ^ reform as no longer neceflary^ i( will be difficult to 
exonerate him from this heavy accufatio.n. But there cer-^ 
tainly is a great difference between afefolute apoftafy, and 
an occafional ceflation from a particular fyftem.of opinions 
or line of conduft. It does not follow that Mr. Pitt is an ' 
jenemy to. neceflary reform, becaufe he confiders the exift- 
ing circ.umftai)ces of the. country as too critical to admit 
jhe trial of the experiment. 

As a public fpeaker, Mr. Pitt is pot to be charafterifed 
by overftrained parallels drawn from the orators of antir 
(juity. If e poffefles more of the elegance and grace of 
Cicero, than of the fire of Dejnofthen^s. He is, howc- 
pver, naore of the acute logician, than of the perfuafive 
rhetorician. His voice, though clear and powerful, pofTef- 
fes not the modulations that charni the ear, and fteal upon 
the heart ; moreover, he feems incapable of producing 
^ny grand e&e£t upon the paffions of his auditors, and he 
}f at times extremely carelefs in his choice of expreffions. 
His langu;(ge k generally good, but he fom^times defcends 



€6 Mit. UTT. 

hrtb ruiguitj tird iftceiirreftne&. All hk ^fe^iettries, Kmtu 
rrtr, Mt more dhin eotinterbalanced by a eondnfhrc and 
tordtik method of reafomng, l>y a factlftjr of fttting fcw 
wrgpmcnts, whidb makes Aem not only coneeiraMe to the 
meaneftamderftandmg, b«t gives them frequently » precifi«- 
on afid vigow which may be pronounced irrcfifttMe. 

The Premier aMb poffcfies an advantage of Jneftndabte 
"take, m a mhtTft et of ftatc, namely, a great command 
dtet hid tcmprer, added to much coolfteft, during the ar»- 
do^of debate. 

Thtg enables him to reply clearly and particularfy to the 
arguments of his opponents, and to defend his own caufe 
by eften turning their own weapons upon themfefves. 
Thotigh he 18 confident, and frequently, it mud be confcf- 
fed, eveh anrbgant in his fpeeches, which fometfmes pnv 
^okes the oppoStion orators to ufe harfh language, yet he 
feldom I'ofe^ his o>«^tt tempet, 6r retorts in anger. 

tti^ aftion h Ml ftti^fy graceful, which is in fome mca- 
fure owing tO the dil^dvatitage of an exterior, which how- 
evet digftified, ia yet not amiably winning, for he is very 
tall, and defietent in in ton p'oi/U. Hh countenance is alfo 
fevere and forbidding, cipnellSve indeed (in the language 
of phyfiognomifts) of a capacious mind, ,and inflexible 
refolution ; but aMb df a tOO lofty and pethaps unbending 
fpirit. 

Mr. Rtt forms til all points a dlreA Cbhtraft to his great 
pofitical opponent \ and it is certainly a Curious circum- 
ftance, that two fuclh exttaordinary men (hduld be as oppoi 
fitc in their ptrrate chataftefs as in their public catcer. 
In debate, Mr. tot » vehement, Mr.- Pitt cool. The one 
is ffartk and open, the dthtt clofe and referved. The m* 
banity of the Ci-dltliiftef gains him friends among aft ^n- 
ties, the hauteur ^nifafig ffolet bf the ptfemicr does not con- 
eitbte eveti hl$ aifoctares. Mt. Pitt it Ae fame guarded 

and 



DR. DAEWm. tt 

mi vnbending t>oB^iM ih Us fMsial haon thit ke ii in 
the Houfe af Oo Amonsw 

In private Uft^ tis (oh pletfures are of an MkM ft&d 
convivial natirre. 

AmbkioA h the mling and mafter-paffion of his Jbu3^ 
before whk^ every other firfcs into iflSgnificance : at the 
Inline of this goddefs^ and at that of Bacchus^ he is fvp- 
foM alone to pay his devotions. That his health and ta- 
lents «Miy not&fier by the latter, and that his countrjr may 
]»o(per vnder the itiflnence of the ftmnerj is the earneft 
mtk 43(f die wtitet of this ar(^cle. 

J. W, 



ERASMUS DARWIN, M.D. F.R^. 

IS the; £c>n of a gentleman of landed propeityi near 
Newark*iipan^Trent. I)rom a country fchool he was trans* 
f erred to the univerfityi and entered at St. 'John's Cam*^ 
bridge^ wher«, being intended for die pra^Hce of medif- 
cine, h^took the degree of M*B. in 1755 ; and in histhefis 
dcffended the <^nion that the motion of the heart and arte^ 
ries are produced by the immediate ^imy/vx of tlie blood* 

On the de^ of the prefent king's father, when all the 
men eftolenits ia the nation berailed the lofs of a prince 
v4iom th^y had fondly confidered as a future Maecenas, he 
contij^ted to the Cambridge colIe£^ion of odes and eto- 
gies ; but his vepfcs on that occafion do not feem to have 
afgued atnyigti^at chance for celebrity, as they were undif- 
tinguiihed. from tike erertions of far inforior men, and a&- 
;^rd(9d ao 8r0fKfn)mife of future eaccelience. 

After 
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After an education admirably adapted to his intended 
profeflion) and a previous degree of M.D. Dr. Darwin de- 
termined to praAife, and finding the bufinefs of the capi- 
tal entirely nionopolifed by a few men of celebrity, 
brought into notice by the zeal of friends, family connexi- 
on^ and the recommendation . and intereft of the great, he 
determined to fettle in the country. Luckily for the city 
of Litchfield, that place was pitched upon for the fcenc of 
his labours, and he refided therefor a great number of 
years. If he ftill retained a tafte for poetry, it was either 
Carefully fupprefled, or the favours of the mufe concealed ; 
he, however, diftinguiflied himfelf as a philofopher and 
phyGcian, for as far back as 1758, he publiflied in vol. 50 
of the Philofophical Trarifaflions, " An Attempt to con- 
fute the Opinion of Henry Earle, concerning the Afcent 
of Vapour ;" and " An Account of the Cure of a perio- 
dical Haemoptoe, by keeping the Patient awake." This 
was followed by ** Experiments on Animal Fluids in tlie 
exhaufted receiver." 

' In the mean time, he had bred his fon Charles, a pro- 
mifing yoUng man, to his own profcflion, and fent to Edin* 
burgh, at that time, as now, the great European fchool of 
p!>'yfic. There he was unfortunately carried off by a fever, 
at the very time he was enquiring into ^the nature and cure 
of difeafes, &c. before he had attained the aoth year of his 
^ age ! To the forrowing father was left the mournful talk 
Df being the editor of his pofthuraous work j and he ac- 
cordingly publifhedj in 1780, " Experiments eftablifliing a 
Criterion between Mucilaginous and Purulent Matter : and 
an Account of the Retrograde Motions of the Abforbent 
VcfTels of Animal Bodies in fome Difeafes." 

In 1782, the Botanical Society of Litchfield publiflied 
Linnaeus' " Syfteni of Vegetables," which is thought to 
have been chiefly the produflion of Dr. Darwin^ one of its 
two principal members. 

Early 
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Early m 1789^ Dr. Darwin, enlifted again' by fcience 
in the train of the mufes, burft forth like a coinet in the 
hemifph€re of poetry, by the publication of the *^ Botani- 
cal Garden f Part II.* of which, containing " the'Lovea 
.of the Plants," then made its firft appearance. The idea 
of the fexual fyftem had been long before elucidated by the 
great Swediih naturalift ; and it indeed feems to have been 
coeval with, and mod probably, long anterior to, Claudian : 

*' Vivunt in Vcnerem frondes; ncmus omne per altuoij 

*' Felbc arbor amat ; nutant ad mutua Paltnae 

" Fxdera, populeo fulpirat Populus iftu, 

*< £t Platanl Platanis, Alooque afljbiiat Alnus.*' 

The poem confifts of four cantos ; the three firft of 
which are followed by a dialogue, and the preface contains 
a fummary of the Linnaean arrangement. The intention of 
this part of the work is to render an attachment to Botani- 
cal ftudies at once more common and more delightful. 

*' Botanic Muse ! who, in his later age, ' 

** Led by your airy hand the Swcdifli fage, 

*< Bade his keen eye your fecret haunts explore, 

'* On dewy dell, high wood, and winding (bore ; 

** Say on each leaf how tiny graces dwell; 

'* Hotir laugh the pleafures in a blofTom's bell ;. 

** How infe^ loves arife on cobweb's wings, • 

« Aim th^r light Qiafts, and point their little ftings.** ^ ' 

The fcientific turn of the notes, and the agreeable medi- 
um of the poetry ,f excited an uncommon degree of cu- 

riofity 

♦ Foar editions of this volume, and three of the fecond, hare been al- 
ready publiQied. 

f Some of the lines are peculiarly expreflive, fuch as 
*' On her fair boibm fits the Demon ape 
" Ere^, and balances his bloated (hape ; 
** Rolls in their marbU orht bis gorgon-eyesy 
** And drinks ivitb leathern ears her tender cries,** 
The " vampire-wings" of the Ague, «* the young wonder,*' with which 
the cherubs, v^ile riding on their little reeds, 
«< _— __ touch the Aiding fnail 
** Admire his tye tip*d horns, and painted mail,** t*fc, 
ate expreflions peculiarly felicitous. 



^ 
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fMhy for thepiABaitioii of 1^ I. CMbBiikg « tbe Eico* 
Homy of ViegeMticNi/^ which) .on aeeoutit of fbrne expeii* 
neiitv, was Mafid aiufl 1791. Ob thb oocafion, hevBCvai 
to LucRtius : 

<* It Vcr^ et Venus ; et Veneris j>rjemmciiu ante 
<« Pennatos graditor Ztfixyrxtt ▼(cfligia pr6pter9 
** rlont (jQiviB ' Biatei'i pnK^icrtctis snte vns 
« CDBAaoeMfeoDiflilfcj^ ct odMibos^fiikt;** 

At the begmning of Canto I. the genius of the place, 
the fcenery of which is borrowAl from a garden^ about a 
mile from LitchfieU^wheis it oold bath was crafted by Sir 
John Fbyer, IbUcita the appearance of the godde&who 
ftie&ie^ovtt botany^, who^ on her deCcent^ i» received 1^ 
Spris^ ajul the £lei»aat&. Then follows the explo£ioa-af 
dMttii^ the sev-oiotion of the ftars, the appearance of ligfa&> 
ningi the ^inbow, lumiaous flowccs, the glow-wonn* 
fire-fly, ele£tric-ee], medufa, fteam^engine, 8cc, 

The following lines deferred gireat praife; and not the 
leaft merit is, that pofterior difixrrerics feem to be fiift rea* 
lizing the predi£tions of the poet : 

*« Soon (hall thy arm, tJweMf^ws**© trvAii \ ^oiM- 
** Drag the flow barge, of drif^ tlie t«|Nd cmr ; 
<< Or on wide*4Mifiiig Win^y eapwackiAy bear 
« Thf AfNUig chariot tbiwigh the fields of ait. 

** 1 ^^ Fair crews triumphant leaning from above, 

** Shall wave. their fluttering *k.erchi€fs as they move ; 

" Or warrior-bands alarm the gaping crowd, 

^' And armies flirink beneath the fliadowy cloud. 

•* So mighty Hercules o*cr many a clime 

*< WavM his huffe Jx>ac& in Virtae*s oanfe iobliaie* 

" Unmeafttr*d ftrength with early art combin'd, 

** Aw'd, ferv*d, protend,, and amaz'd mankind.—— 

«* Firft," &c. 

The fecond Canto commences with «n addrojEs to the 
GnomeSf We then €ad the earth thcowa isom a ^volcano 



o£ the fim ; it$ ^UBofphef e^ ocean, and journey through 
tbi: ;:o<Uac are.^^rihed. We dien hear of primeval iflands^ 
yaradife, or the golden age ; the firft great earthquakes^ 
coadnents raifed from the fea, &c. 

The thirdi and laft Canto» commences wkh an addrefs to 
the Nymphs ; oszt follows the theory of rain, and of tides \ 
an account of marine animals, rivers, boiling fountains in 
Iceland, and warm medicinal fprings, fuch as Buxton, &c. 
&c. 

It is eafy to perceive, in this very interefting performance,^ 
that Dr. Darwin has had recourfe to the RoCcrucian machi- 
nery, in his << Boitanic Garden," for the fame reafon that 
Pope adopted it, in his celebrated poem of <^ the Rape of 
the Lock." In the formation of the planets, he employs 
the doftrines of Buffbn *, in his natural hiftory, he bends at 
the (hrine of the Swede, while he follows the new dodrines 
refpedling air, from the Prieftleian and Lavoiferian fyftems. 

■A deep attention to botany, and a thorough convi£bion of 
the advantages arifing from fyftem, induced Dr. Darwin to 
turn his mind towards the improvement of his own profeC- 
fion, and to become, as it were, the Linnxus of Medicine. 
Imprefled with this novel idea, in the beginning of 1794 he 
publiflied the firft volume of his <^ Zoonomia, or the Laws 
of Organic Life," in which, leaving his former work in 
pofieffion of the vegetable world, he propofcs " to reduce 
'^ the fa6ls belonging to animal life into claiTes, orders, ge«> 
^' nera, and fpecies ; and by comparing them with each 
*^ other, to unravel the theory of difeafcs" 

Much preliminary matter is given in feparate feftions, 
r^fpe£^ing the immediate organs of fcnfe ; and an able 
theory of ideas follows. We next meet with the laws of 
animal caufation, and an exemplification of the tranfitions of 
irritative into fenfitive, and of fenfitive into voluntary mo- 
tions ; on this occafion, we find a diflertation on unperceived 

F ideaSy 
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ideas, and leanii ^' that all our perceptions ztt ideas excited 
" by irritation, and fucceeded by fenCition." Refpediing 
the dodirines of Jfimulus and exertion, the author is a great 
advocate for the fyftem of the late unfortunate Dr. Brown, 
which he ably and amply elucidates and explains. 

Proceeding in an afcending ratio, he confiders fleep and 
revery, giddinefs and drunkennefs ; with an account of the 
difeafes arifing from the laft of thefe, &c. &c. 

In 1796, vol. II. made its appearance \ and as the former 
may be confidered as ftri£tly theoretical, this contains a 
pradiical application of the principles, and is divided into 
two grand fed^ions ; containing, firft, the nature and curd 
of particular difeafes , and, fecondly, the operation of me- 
dicines. 

Of this work, it has been faid by a celebrated profeflbr 
of the medical art, that the " Zoonomia bids fair to do for 
" phyfic, what the Principia of Sir Ifaac Newton has done 
** iot natural philofophy :'* after this, ^it would be folly to 
add our mite of praife. 

Dr. Darwin now refides at Derby, where he enjoys an 
extenfive practice, and uxiiverfal efteem. While his ample 
and capacious mind grafps the gtandeft operations of nature, 
he can yet condefcend to comparatively infinite fubjedls, 
provided they be connefted with human happinefs. A 
proof of this exifts in the attention lately paid by him to a 
fubjeft in which the deareft interefts of fociety are involved 
— the education of females — or the bed means of making 
affedtionate daughters, good wives, and tender mothers ! 



SIR 
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'' SIR GEORGE LEONARD STAUNTON, Bart; 

IS the fon of a gentleman, of fmall fortune, in the kingdom 
of Ireland, and was fent by his parents, early in life, to ftudy 
medicine at Montpelier, where he took the degree of m. d. 
After he had fimflied his ftudies, he repaired to London, 
where he employed himfelf in tranflating fome medical 
cflays, written [by Dr. Storck of Vienna 5 and, with won- 
derful facility in the knowledge of different languages, he at 
the fame time drew up in French, for the Journal Etranger^ 
a comparifon between the literature of England and France. 

About the year 1762, Dr. Staunton embarked for the 
Weft-Indies, as we find from a farcwel letter written to 
him by the late Dr. Johnfon, given by Mr. Bofwell, in his 
life of that great man. This letter is replete with excellent 
advice, and does equal credit to the writer and the perfon to 
whom it is addre^d. 

Dr. S. refided for fome years in the Weft-Indies, where he 
acquired a genteel addition to his fortune by the praftice of 
phyfick ; purchafcd an eftate in Grenada, which he cultivat- 
ed \ and had the good fortune to obtain the friendfhip of 
the prefent Lord Macartney, governor of that ifland, to 
whom he afted as fecretary, and continued in that capacity 
until the capture of it by the French, when they both em- 
'barked for Europe. Having ftudied. the law. Sir George, 
while at Gveaavi^ ferved the office of Attorney Genera 
of the iJland. 

Soon after Lord Macartney's arrival in England, he was 
appointed governor of Madrafs, and took Mr. S. with him 
(for he feems now to have loft the appellation of jio^r) 
as his fecretary. In this capacity, Mr. S. had fevcral op- 
pOTtunities of difplaying his abilities and intrepidity, parti- 

F 2 ailarlv 
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cularly as one of the commifEoners fent to treat of peace 
with Tippoo Sultaun, and in the feizure of General Stuart, 
who feemed to have been preparing to a^ by Lord Macart- 
ney as had been before done by the unfortunate Lord Pigot* 
Mr. S. waa fent witjk a fm^U party of feapoys to arreft the 
general, which b^ e6ra£le4 with great fpirit and prudence^ 
and without bloodfiicd. 

On his return to England, the India Company fettled on 
him a penfion of 500/. fei^ annum^ the king created him a 
baronet of Ireland, and the Univerfity of Oxford confened 
G\\ him tlie degree of L.L. D. 

It having been refolved to fend an embafly to Chiria, 
I-.ord Macartney was feleded for that purpofe, and he took 
his old friend and countryman along with him, who was 
not only appointed fecretary to the embafTy, but had alfo 
the title of envoy-extraordinary and minifter-plenipotenti* 
ary beftowed on him, in order to be able to fupply the place 
of the ambaffador, in cafe of any. unfortunate accident. 

The events of this embafly, which on the whole proved 
father unpropitious, are well known, and are given to the 
public in two quarto volumes, written by Sir George "*. 
When we confider the flxort time he took to compile them, 
and the fevere illnefs he a£bually laboured under at the time, 
and with which he was attacked foon after his return, w€{^ 
cannot withhold our praife and approbation. 

As a further proof of the efteem in which the India 
Company held Sir-George Staunton, they appointed his fon> 
who accompanied him in the voyage, a writer to China ; 
and had the father's health permitted, he would again have 
attended Lord Macartney in fome honourable and confiden- 
tial ftatioii to his government at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The 

* The Dutch Eaft lodia Company have fince undertaken a fimilar em- 
bafly, and we underOand the very interefting narrative of it by Van 
Bk AAM, w:l) (bortly make its appearance in the EBgliOi language. • 
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The memoirs of Sir George Staunton, if drawn up at 
fiiU length, would exhibit'a ftrong and ardent mind, labour-^ 
ing occafionally under diffieulties, and furmounting dangers 
by patience, talents, and intrepidity. His conduA in the 
feizure of General Stuart, demonftrates his refolution and 
prefence of mind ; and when treating with Tippoo, he had 
the addrefs to induce M. Sufirein to fufpend hoftilities, even 
before he had received advice from his court of the treaty 
of peace beihg (igned between Great Britain and France. 



MR. TAYLOR, THE PLATONIST. 

THE fubjeA of this article from his enthufiaQick and 
undiverted attachment to the religion, and philofophy of 
I^Iato, has been called by dijSFereBt writers, *^ the modem 
Pletho*," <* the apoftle of Paganifmf," and «< the gentle 
prieft of England:)^'' 

This very Angular man was born in London, in At year 
175B, of obfcure 'but worthy parents; a^d though in his 
literary l:areet he has accompliflied Herculeap labours, yet 
we are informed that his body has been from his childbood 
weak an^ difeafed $ for at the early period of fix years of 
age, alarming fymptoms of a confumption induced his fami- 
ly CO remove him for three years to Stafibrdfliire. On re- 
turning thence, in his ninth year, he was fent to St. PauFs 
fchool, to be educated for a diflenting minifter. Here, it 
(eems, he foon gave indications of that contemplative turn 
of mind, and that averfion to merely verbal difquifitions, 

which 



"* In the fecond edition of the Curiofities of Litcntnre. 
f See Analytical Review of hit Salluft 
i See Purfuits of Literature. 
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which have fincc become fuch predpminant features in hist 
chara£ler. In proof of this, Mr. Ryder, Qne of the maf- 
tcrs of the fchool, whenever a fentence occurrc4 remarlf^ably 
moral or grav^, in any claflick which young Taylor was 
tranflating to him, would always preface it by faying to the 
youthful PUtonift : " Come, here is fomething worthy the 
*^attention of a philofophcr V The boy, indeed, was fo 
^ifguftcd with the arbitrary manner in which the dead 
languages are ta^ght. ia that, a^ well as in all other public 
fchoolsi that he entreated, and at length prevailed on his 
father to take him home, and abandon his deGgn of edu- 
cating him for the miniftry. The parent complied indeed^ 
but with great reluftance, as he confidered the office of a 
diflenting minifter, the moft defirable and the moft enviable 
employment upon earth ! 

About this time Mr. T. happened to become acquainted 
with a Mifs Morton, the eldeft daughter of a refpe£lable 
coal merchant in Dpflor's Commpns, for whom, althovgb 
he was but twelve years of age, he conceived fuch an atr 
tacliment, as neither time nor diftance could diflblve o^ 
impair. This young lady (his prefqpt wife) had received 
an elegant education, and united with an agreeable perfon, 
uncommon modefty, liberality, and artlefs manners. Mr. 
T. has often declared that he was then as deeply in loyc 
a$ t^e mpft famous hero of romance, ^nd that to fee and 
<onverfe with his adored fair pne, formed the very fummit 
of his wiflies. 

During Mr. T'§ refidencc at home, while his father was 

yet undetermined as to his future fit nation in life, he hap- 

• pened to meet with W^rd-s Young Mathematician's Guide^ 

and 

^ Thus too, at an early period, one of the firft fcholars of the ajjc dif- 
covered the critical turn of his mind : for when, on reading the Latin Tcf^ 
lament, at Jefus was printed inftead of ait Jefusf he (hrcwdly conjeftnred 
that ^ loud b^. a verb, and be derived from ao. . 
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tuid was fo ftaruckf in loojcing over tbe book, with the fia- 
gularity of negative qu^ptici when mjiltiplied together 
producing ./^/li^^OP^s, that-he ijpomediateljr conceived a 
ftrong ddii:e . to hecoii(^^ acquainted with mathematicks. 
His ffitber; however, who was deeply &yied in modern 
.geology, hut utterly unacquainted with this fublin^e and 
moft ufeful fpecie^ of learning* was, k A^er^s^ averfe to 
Ids fon's eogaging infudi a coiirie of ftMdy; but Mr. T's 
^dc^r ibon enabled him tjip trium^)!;! ov^ all oppofition, by 

, ^evoting the hours of re;^ .;to mathematical lucubrations, 
though to accoQipliih this be was obliged to conceal a tinder-r 
kox .under }us pillow* . 

To .tbi^ early acquaintance with thofe leading branches 

^ pf mathematical fciences, arithmetick, algebra, and geo- 
metry, Mr. T. afcribes his prefent unrivalled attachment 
jto the philofophy of Plato, and all {he fubftantij^l fellpjjty of 
his life. 

. About this time, viz, at the^age of fifteen, Mr. T. wa$ 
placed under an uncle-in-law at Sheernefs, who happened 
to be one of the ofi^cers of that dock yard. Here at his 
leifure hpj^r^, which were but fe^^, he ftill purfued the (lu- 
idy pf the fpeculatiye part of ma^hematicks ; for he was of 
opinion that thofe fciences yvere degraded when applied to 
practical affairs, without then knowing that the fame fenti- 
ment had been adopted by Pythagoras, Plato, and Archi^ 
medes^ Here, likewife, he read Bolingbroke and Hume, 
and by (ludying their works became ^ cojxvert to the fceptir 

\ fol pliilofopky. . 

The behaviour, however, of his unelerin-law was fo 
very tyrannical, and his opportunities for the ^cquif^tjon 
were fo very inadequate to his thirft for knowledge, that 
^fter having been in what he confidered a ft ate of flavery 

jJjWji^g three years, he determined to break his fetters, and, 

as 
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as he c6ttld find no other refuge firom dpprei&oil| caft him* 
felf once more into the arms of the cbarch« 

For this purpofe he left Sheernels, and bec^toe, during 
the fpace of two years, a pupil of one of the mod cele- 
brated difienting preadiers. Under this gentleman he re- 
covered his knowledge of the rudiments of the Latin and 
Greek tongues, but made no great advances in die attain- 
ment of thofe languages, as his mind, naturally propente 
to the ftudy of things, rehired an uncommon {limulusi 
Co make it ftoop to an attention to words. This ftimulus^ 
the philofophy of Plato amd Ariftotle could alone infpire. 

Mr. T. it fcems, during this courfe of minifterial ftudy 
renewed with redoubled arddur his ac<}uaintat^ce v^ith Mif^ 
M. ; and what indeed is finguUr in the extreme, was able 
to unite in amicable league, courtfhip and ftudy. Henc6 
he applied hiitifelf to Greek and Latin in the day, paid his 
addrefles to his fair one in the evening, and had the cou- 
rage to begin and r^j^d thtpough the Latin quarto of Sim- 
fon's Conic Seftion? at night. 

About this time Mr. T. entered on the ftudy of the mo-n 
dern philofophy, and thinking hin^felf qualified by hi^ 
knowledge of the more abftrufe parts of wfiathcmaticks, to 
utidcrftand the fyftcm of the uniyerfe as delivered in the 
Principia of Newton, he began. to read that difficult work. 
We are informed, however, that he foofi clofed the book 
with difguft, cxclain^ing <* Newton \% indeed a great n^^the- 

V matician, but no phi^ofopher !"/ He was principally in- 
duced it feenas to form tjxis cqnclufion, by Sir IfaaC*s afler^ 
tion * ** that eyery the leaft poffible particle of matter or 
^« body, attrafts all bodies at all diftances ; that the being» 
<^ whatever it is, that attra£ts or impels bodies towards each 

V other, proceeds from thofe bodies to which it belongs^ 

"and 
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*^ and penetrates the whole fubftance of the bodies on which 
<• it ads." It appeared to him, that from this affertion it 
Iftuft inevitably follow, that bodies a£lb immediately or by 
themfelves, without the intervention of any other being, 
in a place where they are not, fince attraction is the imme^ ■ 
diate adlion of attradling bodies';; that they thus aft in many 
places at the fame time ; that they penetrate each other ; 
and that theleaft particle of majtter is extended as far as the 
limits of the univerfe : all which confequehces he confider^ 
cd as glaringly abfurd. " 

Thus far tlie ftream of Mr. T's life may be faid to have 
run with an equal tenour, limpid, and unruffled, compared 
with its courfe in the fucceeding period, in which it refem- 
bled fome d^rk river rolling with impetuous rage to the 
main. 

The time pow drew nigh, in which Mr. T. was to leave 
his fair one for the univerfity. But as her father, in his 
abfence, intended to marry her to a nian of large fortune, 
who had made her the offer of his hand, Mifs M. to fecure 
herfelf from the tyrannical exertion of parental authority, , 
generoi;fly confented to unite herfelf to our philofopher, on 
condition that nothing further than the marriage ceremony 
took place, till he had finiflied his ftudies at Aberdeen. 
This he immediately ^{Tente^i to, and the indiflbluble knot 
was tied. 

But ^hen the fates are adverfci how vain are the mofl 
prudent projefts ! how unfortunate the n^oft generous in- 
tentions I The low cunning of Mr. T's mother-in-law dif- 
covered the fecret, fopn after the union of the platonic 
pair ; who, from a combination of ecclefiaftical indigna- 
tion with parental rage, were for 7^ ixtnt expofed to the 
inivik of undeferved reproach, and the bitternefs of real 
diftrefs. 

We are happy to find, however, that Mr. and Mrs. T. 
ei^culpate their parents on this occafion ; Mr. T. entirely 

afcribinj^ 
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afcribing his fathe^r's pondu£l to the malicious mifreprefentv 
ation of l>i$ mother-in-law^ and the anger of the church, 
and Mrs. T. to the unnatural and felfi^i condi^£l of fome 
of her very near relations. 

Whether Mr. T's great averfioi) to prefbyterians an4 
prefbyteri^n painifters, originated in this or fome other 
^ircuniftauce, we arc unable tp detera)ine. Certain, how* 
ever, it is, tl)^t he has ever fince confidercd the clergy of 
this defcription, as men implacably in their refentn^ents, 
whom neither pity can foften, nor peniten<?e appeafe ; and 
has often been heard to fay, tl^at of all the chriftian fefts, 
the members of the church of England are the beft, and 
the prefbyterians ^he ^orft. 

Such indeed was the diftrefled fituatipn of this youqg 
couple at this period, that we are informed they had np 
more tlian fevcn fliillings a week to fubfift on, for nearly a 
twelvpmonth ! Thi^ was owing to the bafe artifice of one of 
Mrs. T's relatives, w}io was left executor, and who pre- 
vailed on her father, at this tirne in a dying (late, to }ct him 
pay her what he had left her as he pleafed. Mr. T. en^ 
deavoured indeed to obtain employment as an ufher to a 
boarding-fchool ; but it was fome time before he was able 
to efFe£t this, as he was abandoned both by friends and re- 
latiy^iS^ and could i^ot cvei^ borrow ten fliillings and fix- 
pence, which it feems is the ufual fee of thofe who procure 
fuch Gtuaticfis* 

^.t length he was feparated from his partner in affliftioq^ 
^nd fettled as uflier to a boarding-fchool at P«^j>l4ington. A^ 
his embarraflTnaents were fuch, that h? was unable to re- 
move Mrs. T. from Camberwell, where flie then refided, 
^nd the only time he was permitted to fee her was on Sa^ 
turday afternoon, he could enjoy but little of her company. 
This little, however, was doubtlefo dear in proportion tp 
its breyity, and the remembrance of pifl; pain ^^'Oi^ld, it may 
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be prefume4) be loft in the overflowings of reciprocal 
loye. 

Mrs. T'3 zffcStion was, indeed) as we ar^ informed, fo 
great fpr her unfortunate hufband, that tliough then in a 
ftate of pregnancy, flie almoft deprived herfelf of the ne- 
cei&ries of life, that (he might purchafe out of her weekly 
pittance of feyen (hillings a con>fortable dinner for Mr. T. 
<>n Saturday ; and letters, it feems, during this painful fe- 
paration pafTed between th^m, replete with fentiments 
which ejcprefs the moft tender and difinterefted regard- 

jVIr. T. however, finding the fituation of an ulher in it- 
felf extremely difagreeable, and when attended with fuch 
a feparatiop from his partner in calamity, intolerable, de- 
termined if poiTible to obtain a lefs irkfome i^mployrnent ; 
and at length, by the e:(ertions of his few friends, he ob- 
tained a clerk's place in a refpe£lable banking-houfe in the 
city. In this fituation, however, he at firft fuflFered great- 
ly ; for as his income was but fifty pounds a year, and.this 
paid quarterly, and as he had not any money to fpare for 
himfelf, und could not from his en>barraflmcnt$ quit his 
lodging at Camberwell, he was unable to procure nutri- 
inent in the courfe of the day, adequate to the great labour^ 
Jic endured. Hence, he was fo exhaufted by the time he 
|iad reached home 'm the evening, that he frequently fell 
fcnfclefs on the floor. 

We are informed that Mr. T. foon after he was fettlc4 
Jn this new employment, took a houfe at Walworth, by the 
fifliftance of a fripnd, who had been his fchoolfellow ; find- 
ing a refidence at fome fmall diftance from town, neceflTary 
for his own health and that of Mrs. T. and much more fa- 
yourable to the cultivation of his mind, of which he never 
feems to have loft fight, even amidft the laflitude of bodily 
weaknefs> the pain incident to un^ommqn fatigue, and the 
immediate prcfiure of want. 

About 
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' Abeut this time Mr. T^s ftudies, it fecrtis, were chiefly 
Confined to chemiftry. Of all the authors in this branch of 
jiatural philofophy, he was naoft attaehcd toB^cher, whofe 
Phjjica Suhterranea he read with great avidity, and became 
a complete convert to the jbfttines of that illuftrious chc- 
mift. He did not, howcvjcry ncgleft mathematicks ; but, 
in confequence <i^"MKvirig thought much on the quadrature 
6f the circle, and believing he had difcovercd a method by 
which the reftification of it might be geometrically, though 
not arithmetically, obtained, he found means to publifh a 
quarto pamphlet on that fttbj6£J;, yhich he entitled " A new- 
Method of rcafoning in Geoiifcte^!^*^ -The ftibftance of this 
pamphlet, as it did not attraft' the attention of the public^ 
he has fince given to the world in a note, in the firft vo- 
lume of his tranflation of Proclus on Euclid. 

Hitherto Mr. T.*s (Indies may be confidered as merely 
preparatory to thofe fpeculations, which were to diftinguiflt 
him in the literary world ; at lead, they are confidered in 
this light by the followers of Plato. It appears too, that, 
without knowing it, he was led to the myftic dffcipline of 
tliat fublime philofopher, in the exa£t order prefcribed by 
his difciples ; for he began with ftudying the works of Arif- 
totle. He was induced, it fe6ms, to engage in this courfc 
of ftudy, by a paflage in Sir Kenelm Digby's treatife " on 
" Bodies and Man's Soul," in which he fays, ** that the 
«'' name of Ariftotle puglit never to be mentioned by fcho- 
*f Jars but with reverence, on account of his incomparable 
5* worth." This eulogium from a man who was very far 
from being a Peripatetick, determined Mr. T. to enter on 
the ftudy of Ariftotle, as foon he could procure any of his 
works, and had fufficiently recovered his knowledge of 
Greek. 

By a fortunate circumftance, he foon met with a copy of 
fhat philof6pher*s Phyficks, and before he had read a page, 

was 



MR. TAYLOR, THE PJLAT0NI8T. 77 

was fo enamoured with his pregnant breyity, accuracy, and 
depth, that he refblved to make the ftudy of Ariftotie's phi- 
lofc^hy the great bufinefs of his life. Such, indeed, was 
his avidity to accompliih this iiefign, |hat he was foon able 
to read that great mafter in the original ; smd has often 
been heard to fay, that he^ learned Greek rather ^ through 
the Greek philofophy, than the Gre^p^ofophy through 
Greek. " 

However, as he was engaged every day in the bankings 
houfe till at lead feven in the evening, and fometimes till 
nine or ten, he was oblige4 to devote part of the night tp 
iludy. Hence we aTe;|(|rifoYraed, that for feveral years, 
while he was at tlvs banker^$, he feldom went to bed before 
two or three o'clock ih the morning; and having, by con- 
templative habits, learned to diveft himfelf during the time 
which he fet gpart for ftudy of all concern about the com- 
mon affairs of life, his attention was not diverted from 
Ariftotle, either by the inconveniencies arifing from his 
flender income, or folicitude about the bufinefs of the day. 

By the^affiftance of Ariftotle's Greek Interpreters, there- 
fore, Mr. T. read the Phyficks, books de Animaj de Coslot 
J^ogic, Morals, and Metaphyfics, of that philofopher : for, 
in the opinion of Mr. T. a man might as reafonably expe^ 
to underftand Archimedes^ who had never read Euclid, as 
to comprehend either Ariftotlc or Plato, who ivrote ohfcurelj 
from deftgttf without the afliftance of their Greek commen- 
tators. Hence he has often been heard to fay, that the 
follyof.neglefting the invaluable commentaries of the an- 
cients, on thofe philofophers, is only to be equalled by the 
arrogance of fuch as affeflt to defpife them; fince thefc 
interpreters pofleffed a traditional knowlcge of the Greek 
philofophy, had books to confult on that fubjefl: which arc 
now loft, fpent their whole lives in the ftudy of it, were 
men of the d^epeft erudition, and niuft be infinitely better 

qualified 
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qualified to explain the meaning of the text of Plato and 
Ariftotle, than any modern can pretend to be, becaufe the 
Greek was their native tongue. Mr. T. even carries his 
attachment to thefe interpreters fo far as to affert, that from 
the oblivion in which they have been fo long concealed, 
the philofophy of Plato and Ariftotle has not been accu- 
rately underftoody for upwards of a thoufand years. 

Mr. T. therefore, who, by divefting himfelf at night of 
thofe habits of bufinefs which he had been contra£ting in 
the day, may be faid in this refpedl to have refembled Pe- 
nelope, made it a conftant rule to digeft what he had learn- 
ed from Ariftotle, while he was walking about with bills. 
This, when he was once mafter of his employment, he 
accompliflied with great facility, without either committing 
miftakes, or retarding his bufmefs. We are, indeed, in- 
formed from good authority, that while in that department, 
he was always diftingiiiflied for accuracy and difpatch. 

JMr-T. having in this manner applied himfelf to the ftudy 
of Ariftotle, and prefuming that he was fufficiently inftru£l- 
cd in his philofophy, betook himfelf to the more fublime 
fpeculations of Plato; confidering the Peripatetic difcipline, 
when compared with that of Plato, as bearing the relation 
of the lefs to the greater myfteries : and in this light it 
feems, the two philofophies were alfo confidcred by the beft 
of the -Platonifts. 

Mr. T. had not long entered on the ftudy of Plato, be- 
fore he met with the works of Plotinus, which he read, we. 
are told, with an infatiable avidity, and the moft rapturous 
delight, notwithftanding the obfcurity of his diftion, and 
the profundity of his conceptions. After having been well 
imbued in the doftrines of Plotinus, he betook himfelf to 
the fix books of Proclus, on the Theology of Plato, a work 
which he found to b^ fo unccmmonly abftrufe, that he has 

bcea 
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lieen heard to fay, he did npc thoroughly underftand it| tilt 
he had read it thrice over. 

While he was engaged in the ftudy o( Proclns, who ap- 
pears upon the whole to be of all the Platonifts Mr. T^s 
greateft favourite, the celebrated Mrs. Woolftoncraft, and 
her friend Mifs Blood, refided with our philofopher for near- 
ly three months. Mr. T. has been known to obfervc of 
Mrs. W. that during her ftay with him, he thought her a 
very mod^ft, fenfibk, and agreeable young lady 5 that (he 
often heard him explain the doctrines of Plato, and was al- 
ways pleafed with his converfation on that fubjedl ; but 
confeffed herfelf more inclined to an a£tive than a contem- 
plative life. She often too complimented him on the tran- 
quillity of his manners, and ufed to call the little room 
whi<:h he made his ftudy, " the abode of peace." 

Mr. T. obferved, that he afterwards called on her when 
Ihe lived in George-ftrect, and that he has therp drunk wine 
with her out of a tea cup ; Mrs. W. remarking at the time, 
that (he did not give herfelf the trouble to think whether a 
wine-glafs was not a neceffary utenGl in a houfe. He ad- 
ded, he has heard her fay, " that one of the conditions (he 
*^ (hpuld make previous to marriage, with the man ihe in- 
^* tended for her hufband, would be this — that he fliould ne- 
" ver prefume to enter the room in which flic was fitting, 
«* till he had firft knocked at the door.'* 

But to return from thefe eccentricities, which would 
not have been worthy of remark in a woman of lefs merit, 
to our Platonift. When Mr. T. had been nearly fix years 
at the banking-houfe, he became fo difgufted with the 
lervility of the employment, and found his health fo much 
impaired from the combination of fevere bodily and mental 
ejffbrts, added to an incurable diforder in the bladder, which 
he h;^d laboured under for a long time, that he determined 

to 
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to emancipate himfelf, if polfibki from flavery, and lire 
by the exertion of his talents. 

In order to cSeCt this, he turned his attention to a fub« 
yc(lt% which he had often thought on in the days of his 
youth, viz* the poflibllity of making a perpetual lamp ; as 
be was convinced from Licetus and Bifliop Wilkins^ that 
fuch lamps had been cooftrufied by the ancients. He be- 
gan» thericforej to q:iakc fome experiments with phofphoniSy 
determining for a while to defcend from mind to matter, 
and (loop in order to conquer. In the courfe of thefe ex« 
perimcnts, he found that oil and fait boiled together, in « 
certain proportion, formed a fluid, which when phofpho* 
Tus was immerfed in it, both preferved and increafed its 
fplendor. 

lA confequcnce of this difcovery, he exhibited at the Free 
Mafons' tavern a fpecimen of phofphoric light, fufficient 
to read by at the diftance of a yard.-, but the room in which 
this was (hewn being fmall, and very warm from the wea- 
ther, and the number of perfons that came to fee it, the 
phofplK)rus caught fire, and thus raifed a prejudice againft 
the invention, which could never afterwards be removed. 
This exhibition, however, procured Mr. T. fuch friends* 
as at length enabled him to emancipate himfelf from the 
banker's, and procure fubfiftence for himfelf and his fami- 
ly by literary toil. 

His firft effort after this, to emerge from obfcurity, was 
by compofing twelve Ledurcs on the Platonic philofophy, 
at the requeft of Mr. Flaxman, the ftatuary, who had been 
one of the auditors of Mr. T's LeSure on Light, and who 
very benevolently permitted him to read his Ledlurcs in the 
largeft room of his houfe. He likewifc procured for him 

fome 

» This, wc arc informed, was principally through the mcang of Mr. Geo. 
CiimberlaAd, the author of fcveral ingenious works. 
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fomc i^ry readable auditors, fuch as Sir William For- 
dyce, the Hoh. K[T6.1}amcr^ Mrs, Cofway^ Mr, Romney, 
&c. tec. and was the means of bis becomizig accjnaintod 
with Mr. Benaet Langton, well known for bis great inti- 
macy with the late Dr. Johnfon. 

To this gentleman he read his PlaMnic Xietftures, with 
which Mr. L. was fo much pleafed^ as lil^eiwife with tha 
conwerfatioii and imcommon application which ovr Platonift. 
had given to ftudy, that he att length mentioned him. to the 
kiiig, under the ajqiellation of a gigantic reader^ in hop^ 
that the rays of royal sttenlson might be ib ftrongly col- 
lefiedAipon him, as to diflipate the obfcurity in which he 
was then involved, and give additional vigour and ardour to 
his purfnits. Mr. L. it feems, mentioned him thrice to hiB 
xnajefty, who wasplea&d to Squire after hisiamily, and to 
exprefs his admiraition of Mr. T's ardour and perfeverance 
in the purfuit of knowlege, in a iituation fo unfavourable 
to its acquifition as that of a banker's derk^ but we do not 
find that this well-meant effort on the part oC Mr* h* prOf 
cored our Platoniil any patronage from the throne. 

About this time, Mr. T. became acquainted with Mr. 
^Willi;^m Meredith of Harlcy-place, a ctrcumftance which 
he juftly confiders as forming, by far, one of the moft im- 
portant and fortunate events of his life. This gentleman, as 
we are informed, in addition to an ample fortune, pofleffes 
a mbft elegant and liberal mind ; and though concerned in 
a veryextenfive trade, has found leifure for the ftudy of the 
bcft Englifli writers, and the heft Englifli tranflations of 
die works of the ancients. He became deeply enamoured 
with the doftrines of Plato, from reading Mr. Sydenham's 
tranflation of fome of that philofopher's dialogues ; and this 
fondnefs for '^lato, at length ocpafioned his attachment to 
Mir. Taylor. 

We are happy in being able to affure the: public on good 
authority, that under the very noble and fingular patronage 

G 'of 
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of this gentleman, and his brother Mr. George Mete-^ 
dith, Mr. T. was enabled to give the world his tranfhtion of 
** the Hymns of Orpheus," the " Commentaries of Proi- 
«' clus on Euclid," and " the Fable of Cupid and Pfyche." 
The abilities of the latter of thefe gentlemen in the art he 
profeifes *, and his knowledge of the Gothic archite£lure, 
which he has difplayed in many beautiful drawings, have 
feldom been equalled, and will rarely be excelled. We 
likewife do not in the leaA 4oubt but that Mr. T. in the 
courfe of his ftormy life, Ixas experienced the liberality of 
thefe gentlemen upon occaCons with which we are entirely 
unacquainted. 

While IVIr. T. was engaged, under the patronage of 
Meffirs. W. and G. M. in tranflating and illuftrating at hi» 
leifure hours the commentaries of Proclus (for the princi- 
part of his time was employed in teaching the Clailics), 
the Marquis de Valady took up his refidence for three 
or four months at Mr. T*s houfe. As the public have zU 
ready been much gratified with anecdotes f of this lingu- 
lar character, and particularly with his adventures with 
Mr. T. we (hall infert in addition to thofe, the followipg 
particulars, which our Platonift has been heard to men- 
tion refpe£ling him. 

The Marquis, who profeffed himfelf a rigid Pythagorean, 
under the notion that a community of poffeffions in every: 
thing was perfeftly Pythagoric, often converfed with Mr. 
T. on this fubje£fc, and once afked him, if be did not think 
it confident with Pythagorean friendftiip, for the wife of 
the married to be (hared by the unmarried friend ?- The 
hint was broad f but Mr. T. thought proper not tQ take it 5 
on the contrary, he feverely reprobated the ide^, as en«. 
tirely foreign from that pUrity of conduft which forma 
the bafis of the Pythagoric and Platonic philofophy. 

♦ ArchiteAure. 

f See « Biognphical Anecdotes of the Founders of the French lEt^pub-* 
l^ek.*» VoM. 

He 
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He likewife once told Mr. T. that if he had a fon, he 
fiiould make him, as foon as he had the proper ufe of his 
limbs, climb a high tree every morning for his breakfaft, 
and afterwards fling him into a river, in order to learn him 
to fvnm. 

Dining once at Mr. Bennet Langton's with Mr. T. Mr. 
(now Dr.) Burney, and many other eminent fcholars, he 
exclaimed to his friend, as foon as he left the houfe, " God 
** keep mefrom Critics !" This was occafioned by a dif- 
pute which arofe at that time refpefting the propriety of 
the epithet ocean Jtream^ which Mr. T. had made ufe of in 
his tranflation of one of the Orphic hymns. Mr. T. urged 
in his defence, that this epithet was employed by Homer, 
Hefiod and Plato. To this Dr. B. replied, that Homer in- 
deed had the expreffion uKtecvof vclxfAcvf the ocean-river y but 
that a river was not a Jlream* Mr. T. then obferved, that 
thefe words were confidered as fynonimous by no Icfs poets 
than Milton and Sir John Denham. By Milton, when 
fpeaking of the leviathan (Paradife Loft, book I.), he fays, 

w -, . . , — or that fca bead 

^ Le^than, whom God of all his works 
** Created hugeft, that fwim th* ocean flream*^ 

And by Denham in the firft of thofe famous lines on the 
Thames : 

«* O could I flow like thee, and make thy fream 
** My great exemplar, as it is my theme.*' 

The genius of the Marquis feempd naturally inclined tp; 
war. Whenever he went to bed, he was heard to repeat 
as he was going up ftairs, thofe animated lines of Neptune 
to the Greeks, from the IJiad by Pope : 

" On daftards, dead to fame, 

** I waftc no ang^r, for they feel no Ihame !*.* 

And if ever any one attempted to prove that modern war- 
riors wcr6 equally heroic with the ancient ones, he would 
indignantly exclaim, in the words of Minerva to Tydides ; 

O 3^ Such 
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« Sach Tydeus was, and fuch his ms^ial fi^ ; 

«« Gods ! how the fon degenerates froni the fire !'• , 

We find that Mr. T. foon after the MarquU left hirp^ 
came into the poffeffion of fix or feven hundred pounds, jift 
qonfequence of the death of ^ relation of his ^wife. A 
confiderablc part of this, it feems, Mr. T. fpcnt iu reticv-» 
ing the necef&ties of his own relations ; b\it was not fvif-y 
ficiently a man of the world to know how to difpofe of tUfip 
remaining part of it to his own advantage. About five or 
fix years after this, h^ again feems to have iahoured u.ndci^ 
the preflure of want ; to relieve which, with incredible 4i-' 
ligence, he tranflated, and iliuftrated with copious intron 
duclions and fome nottes, five of the moft abftrufe of PJaii 
to's Dialogues, in the fhort fpace of about feven month? ; 
the copy of which he fold fgr no more than forty pounds 1 

After this, he wrote his " piflertation on the Eleufiai^ 
*^ and Bacphic Myftcries,'* in confequence of fome co^ifi- 
derable information on ^hat fubjcdt which he had obtain,ed 
from the pcrufal pf three Greek m^nufcripts; in the Britifli 
Mufeiim. One of thefe, it feems,, is the Commentary of 
Proclus on the Parmenides pf Plato, and is a fplio volume 
confiding of upwards pf five hundred pages. This with 
the other two, v^hich are likewife folio volumes of no in- 
confiderable fize, TS/ir. T. had the courage to copy for his 
pwn private ufe. 

Shortly after this, he tranflated the Platonic Salluft " On 
*' the Gods and the World;" the *^ Pythagoric Sentences 
*^ of Dempphilus ;" and Fiyp Hymns of Prpclu^ : lij^^ 
wife Tv^^o Orations of the Emperor Julian i ^nd Fiye Bpoli^' 
of Plotinuc : all which, we are informed, he fold for na 
more than twenty pounci? I 

But the moft laborious pf all his un4ertaking8, a^d for 
which he fe^ms to have received lefs iq proportion than fpir 
any of his other publications, was his jtranflation of Pau- 
fania^» When this taik was firil propofcd to Mr. T* by the 

bookf^Uer, 
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tookieli^, Bfcr. Satoucl Patterfon, well known to this lite- 
farf wotW by ifevieral very ingenious publications, happcn- 
ihg tb be prelfeiiti obfervcdj " that it was enough to break a 
rtiaii's h^art;** *^ O (replied the bookfcller) nothing will 
break the biart of Mr. T !" This Herculean labour our 
Platonift accompliflied in the fpace of ten months, though 
tht nbtes arc df fuch ah extent, and fo full of uncommon- 
ly ibftrufc teahling, that the compofitiori of them might be 
filppofcd tb haVe taken up a much longer time. For that 
artftnnjs \^ork, wc almoft blufli to fay, Mr. T. received no 
iliorc that! fixty pounds j and we are grieved to add, that 
his heahh was greatly injured by his exceflive application 
on that occafiou. We are indeed informed, that the debi- 
lity of hhbody became fo extreme after this, that at times 
he wais indapable of any exertion ; and what is fingular, he 
has ever fincc been deprived of the ufc of his forefinger in 
Halting. 

Oiti Platoniftj however, in a fhort time exhibited an in- 
dtibitable proof that he pofTeflcs an ardour which neither 
tWl cah abate, etribart^'flrmcnts impibde, nor even debility 
<ftctittgtiiflt i atl4 which, like gtmpowdcr (tt on fire, feems 
t(/rlfi with rif he^ed vigour, in proportion as it has been 
comj)refled. NotWlthftahding the extreme laflitude of his 
whole bodily frame, and the difficulty with which he was 
able to write, he engaged, undef the patronage of an ano- 
nymous gentleman of fortune, to tranflate all thofe dia- 
logues of Plato which have not been clothed in our native 
drefs by Mr. Sydenham and others, together with his epif- 
tlesi in order that by revifing what has been already done, 
he might give the whole of Plato to the world in an Englifh 
garb. This great undertaking wie underfland he accom- 
plifbed in the fpace of about two years j and the work now 
only wait^s for a liberal parironage to be made public. 

y^nder 
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Under the patronage toa of the fame gentlemani he has 
tranflated the greater part of Ariftotlc's Niceanomachaen 
Ethics, and at prefent we hear Meflrs. W. and G. Meredith 
have engaged him to tranflate Ariftotlc's Metaphyfics, of 
which he has already nearly accompliflied the three firft 
books. 

We are likewife happy to inform the public, from good 
authority, that Thomas Brand Hollis, cfq, has been for ma- 
ny years very much attached to our Platonift ; that he fre- 
quently invites him to his table ; and that he has always 
fhewn himfelf aftive in promoting his welfare, though we 
are uncertain as to the time when Mr. T's intimacy with 
Mr. Hollis commenced. . 

We (hall only add, that Mr. T. is at prefent affiftant fc- 
cretary to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
nufaflures, and Commerce ; a (ituation which he obtained 
by a very confiderable majority of votes, through the uncom-> 
mon exertions of his friends ; and that prior to this, fome of 
them had procured him a (ituation in one of the public of- 
fices, to the fatigues of which finding his ftrength by na 
means adequate, and the employment appearing to him ex- 
tretaely fervile, he relinquifhed it almoft immediately after 
his nomination^ and compofed the following lines on the 
, occafion : 

To cv'ry power that fdgns on high^ 
Swifter than light my thanks (hall fly. 
That, from the B****s dark dungeons free, 
I once more hail fweet liberty. 
For fure, 1 ween, fate ne'er me doom'd 
To be *midftfbrdtd cares entomb'd. 
And vilely wafte in groveling toil 
The mid^day blaze and midnight oil. 
To fome poor darkling deflc confin'd ; 
While the wing'd energies of mind 
Oppre&*d and cru(hM, and vanquifh'd lie, 
And lofe at length the power to fly. 



A doom 



^ 
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A doom like this be his alone^ 
To whom truth's charms were never known; 
Who many fleeplefs nights has fpent. 
In (chemies full fraught with cent, ptr cna» 
The flave of av'ricc, child of care, ' 

And loft to all that's good and fan*. 



GENERAL MELVILLE, 



A Man of amiable manners, and extenfive information, 
is the fon of a Scotch gentleman of fmall fortune. Enter- 
ing early into the army, at the beginning of the war of 
1756, he had rifen to the rank of major, in the 38th, or 
Durore's, regiment of foot ; with which regiment he em- 
barked for the Weft-Indies, and ferved under General Hop- 
fon when that oflScer made his unfuccefsful attack on Mar- 
tinico. 

The army having after this proceeded to Guadaloupe, the 
major ferved under General Barrington in the reduflion of 
that place ; and when Fort-Royal was taken, he was ap- 
pointed to command it. No fooner was he invefted with 
-this poft, than he was immediately attacked by the enemy ; 
but by a judicious fally he forced their entrenchments, and 
fpiked their cannon. On this occafion the commandant was 
wounded, but not fo as to preclude him from the exercife of 
his talents, for he was entruftedby the conqueror with the 
office .of lieutenant-governor of the iiland. 

Soon after this, he was made lieutenant-colonel of the 
.38th regiment, which, we believe, is the laft regimental ^xo* 
motion he obtained irj the army. 

On the eftablifliment of the governments of the ced^d 
iflands upon the peace. Colonel Melville was appointed go- 
vernor of Grenada, in which capacity he refided on the fpot 
for feveral years, and acquired a handfome eftatc there. 

While 
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While in this fituation, he wa» hdfiouted triA the local 
rank of major-general in the Weft-Indies, and has fincc 
rifen to the full rank of general in the army, to which ftati- 
on he was promoted in 1780. 

This gentleman's ampl« fortnn&f, and; the unfoitunate * 
accident which deprived him of his fight, have rendered^ 
any profitable poll in the army on the one hand unneceflary, 
and on the other impracticable. 

Since his return from the Weft-Indies, the general has 
aflbciated much with the literary world, and to his honour 
be it fpoken, has been very active in promoting public cha«« 
rities of all kinds, of which the prefent flouriihing ftate 
of the Scots' corporation is a ftrong evidence. He has alfo 
written two or three much efteemed papers for the Royal 
Society, of which he is a member ; thefc are to be met 
with in the Philofophical iTranfadtions. 

When Tobago was relinquifhed at the peace of 1783, 
General Melville and Sir William Tounge were fent to 
France by the proprietors of lands in that ifland, to folicit 
fome t^rms in their favour, as it had been ceded without the 
jieceflary ftipulations for their property. Their miffion^ 
although not completely fuccefsful, was on the whole ptoC- 
pcrous. 

While General Melville governed Grenada, a party was 
formedji and fome complaints were tranfmitted home againtt 
him : it is but candid, however, to fuppole, what every one 
perfonally acquainted with that gentleman will be meft rea* 
dily difpofed fo believe, that on this, as on every other oc- 
cafion, he conduced himfelf, with a due regard to propriety. 

The General is a man of very liberal principles, both in 
refpeft to politics and religion, having voted at the Weft- 
minfter eledtioft for John Horne Tooke, efq. and been one 
of the fubfcrib^ts to Mi*. David Williams's chapel, in Mor- 
timer-ftriicti 

We 

* This melancholy event occurred in confequence of the exploiton of 
iome gan«powder, while in SLCtaai fervice* 



We bote only to add) that he h uncommonly fltllled in 
military affairS) and that his general conTerfatiod ie rarely to 
be equalled for its fluency and propriety. 



BEILBY PORTEUS, D.D. 

LORD BISHOP OF L-ONSON. 

RELIGION, in looking round among her moft brilKaht 
ornaments, and moft powerful advocates of the prefent age, 
^n hardly fix upon a more favourite objeft, than the vety 
amiable and truly primitive prelate, who now claims our 
notice. Far be it from us to depreciate the merits of any 
divine, much Ifefs to exalt the charafter of one member of 
the epifcopacy at the expence of another. Still we arc con- 
fident, that all ranks and parties will agree with us in fay- 
ing, that a more beautiful pidure of genuine chriftian (im- 
plicitY* united with epifcopal dignity, was never exhibited 
to public obfervation, than in the fubjeft of this biographi- 
cal fketch. 

Dr. Beilby Porteus is a native of Yorkfhire, and was 
born about 1731. His father was a reputable tradefman, 
who, after giving his fon a good education, at the grammar 
fchool of Rippon, under the Rev. Mr, Hyde, fent him to 
Cambridge, where he was entered of Chrift*s College. 
In this refpedablc fociety he diftinguiflicd himfelf by an af- 
(iduous application to his ftudies, direfting them in ah efpe- 
cial manner to that facred fun£tion for which he had an 
early predileftion, and in which he has fince fo eminently 
fiione. 

He took his degree of B.A. in 175^, and in the cotirfe of 
the fame year gained one of the medals given for the beft 
clafEcal effay by the Duke of Newcaftle, then Chancellor 
of the Univerfity. 

March 
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March 14, i754> he was appointed one of the Efquire 
Beadles of the Univerfity, which office he refigned July 3, 
1755, and in the fame year he took his degree of Matter 
of Arts. Nearly about this period he was ele£led Fellow of 
his College, and was made one of the preachers at White- 
hall chapel. In 1759, he obtained the Seatonian prize, 
for the beft compofition on Death. This poem evinces- 
great poetical powers, and as it is the only piece of his, in 
this line, that has ever appeared in public, except a few 
verfes on the death of the late king, we truft that the reader 
will be pleafed with an extrafl from it in this place. The 
part we fcleft is the poet's concluding prayer : 

** At thy good time, 
" Let death approach ; I reck not — let him but come 
•* In genuine form, not with thy vengeance arm*d, 
" Too much for man to bear. O rather lend 
•* Thy kindly aid, to mitigate his (Iroke. 

<* And at that hottr when all aghaft I (land 
•* (A trembling candidate for thy compafOon) 
*^ On this world's brink, and look into the next : « 

' " When my foul, darting from the dark unknown, ';^J J 

**" Cafts back a wiihful look, and fondly clings 
** To her frail prop, unwilling to be wrenchM 
«' From this fair fcenc, from all her 'cuflom'd joys, 
•♦ And all the lovely relatives of life, 
«« Then flied thy comforts o'er me; then put on 
' ** The gentled of thy boks.— *-Lct no dark crimes, "; 

•* In all their hideous forms ^then darting up, 
"•• Plant thcmfelves round my couch in gi'im array, 
" And dab my bleeding heart with two-edg'd torture — 
•• .3en^ of pad guilt, and dread of future woe. 

f* Far be the.ghadly crew i And in their dead 

* Let cheerful memory, from her puted cells, 
•* Lead forth a goodly train of virtues fair, 

'*• CherifliM in e^rlieft youth, now paying back, 
•* With tenfold iifury, the pious care, 
^ Aad pouVing o'er my wounds the heav*nly balm "" 
•• Of confcious innocence. But chiefly Thou, 

• Whom ibft-ey'd Pity once led down from heay'A 

To 
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•* To bleed for man, to teach him how to live, 
^ And, oh ! ftill harder leflbn ! how to die / 
*• Difdain not Thou to fmooth the refticfs bed 
•« Of (icknefs and of pain. For^^ve the tear 
' " That'feebk nature drops, calm all her fears, 
<* Wake all her hopes, and animate her faith, 
<* Till my rapt ibul, anticipating heaven, 
<* Bnrds from the thraldom of incumbering clay, 
" And, on the wings of ecftacy upborne, 
'* Springs into liberty, and light, and life !'* 

l!n 1760, appeared a fingular piece of infidelity, under 
the title of " The Hiftory of the Man after God's own 
Heart," written by Peter Annet, with a view of expofing 
the facred hiftory to contempt, on account of the defefts in 
the charafter of David; Though this performance was ex- 
ceedingly deficient in point of argument, it was calculated 
to do confiderable mifchief from its fophiftry, boldnefs, and 
vivacity. On this account, feveral able writers undertook 
to vindicate the fcriptures, and among the reft our ingeni- 
ous divine publifhed a fermon, preached Nov. 29, 1 761, 
before the Univerfity of Cambridge, which he entitled 
** The Chara£ter of David, King of Jfrael, impartially 
ftated." 

This difcourfe, it is fuppofed, recommended him to the 
patronage of Dr. Seeker, then Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
who appointed him about this time one of his domeftic 
chaplains, and in 1 762 prefented him to the re£lory of Wit- 
terfham, in Kent. 

In 1764, that excellent prelate gave him the reftory of 
Bucking, in the fame county, and alfo a prebendal ftall in 
the cathedral church of Peterborough. 

May 13, 1765, Mr. Porteus was married by the Archbi- 
iPhop to Mifs Hodgfon, of Parliament-ftrcet, and in the 
feme year he obtained the valuable living of Hunton. He 
was created doftor of divinity, July 7, 1 767, and in the month 
following the Archbifhop gave him the rcftory of Lam- 
beth, 
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bcth, vacant by the dttth of Ihr. Dfcniwi, WitH Which he 
was allowed to hold fhe Th&bry of Hunton. 

In 1 768 Archbiihop Seeker died, and by his will intrud- 
ed to his chaplains, Drs» Hiortefls and Stinton, the rerifion 
and publication of hifc Leftttre^ on the Church Gatechifni, 
Sermons, &c. This truft ^as lildft faithfully executed ; 
and to the fermoiis, Which were publiftied in 1770, was 
prefixed an elegant memoirj refpefting the renerable author, 
folely written by Dr. Porteus ; this was reprinted in a fc- 
paratfe fortti iti 1798, with additions, and it is furely fuffici- 
erit ptaife to obferve, that this jJiece of biography obtained 
the apptobation of Di*. johnfori. 

In 1776, our Divine became mafter of St. Crbfs, aivop- 
tibti of Archbifhop Seeker; and in January folIo\^ing lie 
w2ts defefvedly raifed to the epifcopal bench, by the trahfla- 
tibh of Dr. Markham from the fee of Chefter to the Arch- 
bilhopHcfe of York. This pronibtiori, it is generally lin- 
derftood, was owing to the imthediate folicitatiofi of tUt 
Queen, to whorti Dr. Porteus had been particularly ac- 
ceptable as a private chaplain, when £he was indifpofed. In 
this ftation he cbndufted himfelf with primitive zeal, and 
blended with true epifcopal dignity all the fimplicity afl'd 
eafnefthefs of a chrif ian minified. 

In 1^76, obferving the negligence with which that awfiit 

day appropriated by the church, in early ages, to tllte co'm- 

memoration of the fufferings and death of the Redeetti'df 

was treated, efpecially in the metropolis, his lordfhip printed 

*^ An earriell Exhortation to the religious Obfervancc of 

<* Good Friday, in a Letter to the Inhabitants of Lambeth.^ 

This addrefs excited confiderable notice, and the ingenious 

Mr. Robert Etobinfon, of Cambridge, publiflied a pamphlet 

in reply to it, under the title of the " Hiftofy and Myftcrf 

« of Good Friday." 

Th« 
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The iBiihopj however, b^d the fatisfaflion to fee that hU 
cg^rtatioa w^$ attended with the defired efFeiEls. The So- 
ci^ for promot^ig Chriftian Knowledge feconded his laud- 
:d>le endeavoursj by caufing his pamphlet to be printed in a 
C^f^ i^rm, and circulated in gres^t abundance, by which 
me^^^j jiupibers were induced to fee the necefiitjT of pay- 
ing a proper rcfpedt to this folemn anniverfary ; fo that from 
that time it has ufually been kept ^n the metropolis ^nd its 
vicinity with gre?a ftridlnefs. 

In 1783, 4be BiQiopof Chefter preached before the So- 
ciety for Frop^ating the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, on which 
occafion he pleaded in a forcible and pathetic aiann^ di^ 
ci^jiife of the African flaves, in our Welt Indian fettlements.' 
This fermon attracted confiderable notice ; 9iui led the way 
to great e;Kertion8 on behalf of (bofe uufpr^vp^e vi^ims of 
^Y^ric^ and oppreffion. 

In l^9^i on the death of Bifhop Lowth, Dr. Fortius wa$ 
tranflated to the fee of London, a circumitance which gave 
i$niyerfal fatisfadion to every friend of religion, whether in 
or out of the eftabliihment, 

Jji 1 792, his Lordihip was the means of founding 9 (bciety 
fpr the converfion of the negro flaves in the "Weft Indies, 
wbich we have the fatisfa(£lion to find has been very fuccefsr 
fi^l. }iis exertions in the caufe of chriftianity have been 
unreinitted, and condufted upon the moft liberal principles. 
The breath of cenfur^ has not ventured to aiTail his name, 
'even with the fufpicion of reproach. Men of all parties 
have concurred inpraiiing his candour, f^itbfulnefs, moder- 
udon, and liberality of mind. 

In order to counteraft the fpirit of infidelity, his Lordfhip 
eoiDmenced during laft Lent a feries of lectures on the 
Truth of* the Gofpel Hiftory, and the Divinity of Chrift's 
Miflion, which he preached in St. James's church, Weft- 
ininfler j and which will be refumed at the fame feafon next 

year. 
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year. Thefe were delivered every Friday, before crowded 
and admiring audiences, compofed of perfons of all per- 
fuaGons. ^ His warm and impreflive manner, plain but for- 
cible language, clear and convincing arguments, aided by a 
mod captivating eloquence, not only drew from the mul- 
titudes who heard him the unanimous voice of aipplaufe, 
but, it is to be hoped, produced a more fubftantial good^ 
in bringing conviftion home to many minds. 

The Bifliop is, we believe, a more frequent preacher 
than the reft of his brethren ; for he is not only ready to 
affift public charities by his elocution, but during his fum- 
mer refidence in the country, he often afcends the pulpit 
to explain the principles, and enforce the precepts, of ouf 
fublime religion. 

We cannot clofc this imperfefl: ftetch of fo brilliant ft 
charafter, without mentioning one part of his condufl:^ 
which entitles him to additional praife. The point we al- 
lude to, IS the moderate fpirit he has manifefted in the agi* 
tation of political queftions. Though he has uniformly 
voted with his Majefty's minifters 5 he has not made hini- 
felf an active partifan, by throwing fewel upon the unhappy 
fire which diftrafts the public mind. On the contrary, he 
has fteered that pacific courfe, which becomes an ambaf- 
fador of the Prince of Peace; the apoftle of him who em- 
phatically faid, that " he was not the king of this world." 

Bifliop Porteus is not only eminent for his piety, but 
alfo for his literary accompliftiments, which rank him among^ 
the moft elegant fcholars of the age. His ftyle is pure and 
claffically correft, at the fame time that it is remarkably 
plain and free from ornament. 

Befides the . pieces already mentioned, he is the author 
of two volumes of moft excellent fermons-, and feveral 
Charges and fmall tradts, on religious fubjefts, 

. w. . 

XOSIAH 
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DEAN OF GLOUCESTER. 

THIS venerable divine, fo long, and fo juftly celebrat- 
ed for hi5 commercial fagacity, was born at Laugharn, in 
Caermarthenfhire, in the year 17 12. His father was a 
fiirmer, and having a fmall eftate left him at or near Abe- 
ryftwith, in Cardiganfhire, he removed thither ; and per- 
ceiving that his fon had a turn for learning, he fent him to 
Ruthin fchool in Denbighfliire, where he made fo refpefl:- 
able a progrefB in the claflios, that he obtained an exhibition 
at Jeftis College, Oxford. 

The journey from his native place to the univerfity was 
long, and at that time very tedious, on account of the bad- 
nefs of the roads. Our young (Indent for fomc time tra- 
velled on foot. At laft, old Mr. Tucker feeling for his 
fon's reputation, as well as for his cafe, gave him his own 
hprfe, that he might vifit Oxford more reputably. 

. Upon his return, young Jofiah, with true filial afFediion, 
confidercd that it was better for him to walk to Oxford, than 
for his father to repair on foot to the neighbouring markets 
and fairs, which had been, in fad, the cafe, owing to this 
new regulation. The horfe was accordingly returned ; and 
our ftudent, for the remainder of the time he continued 
at the univerfity, aftually trudged backwards and forwards 
with his baggage at his back ! 

At the age of twenty-three he entered into holy ordersj^ 
and ferved a curacy for Tome time in Gloucefterfhire. 

About 1737, he became curate of St. Stephen's church 
in Briftol, and was appointed minor canon in the cathedral 
of that city. Here he attrafted the notice of that profound 
4ivine^ Dr. Jofcph Butler, then biflbop of Briftol, and af- 
terwards 
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terwards of Durham. In confequence of this, the bifhop 
appointed Mr. Tucker his domeftic chaplain \ and the latter 
has told the writer of this article, that they frequently walk- 
ed in the palace gardens in the dark, generally converfing 
upon metaphyfical and theological fubjefts. 

Oftentimes the good bifhop would be funk in a profound 
reverie, in which he would continue for a confideraUe pe- 
riod, and then all at once break out with fome fingular fo- 
mark. After one of thefe abfences of mind, he fuddenly- 
aflccd Mr. Tucker, *^ whether he did not think it poffible 
** that whole communities of men might be feifed with a 
« fit of madntfs ?" 

The queftion was fo odd, that the chaplain was fileot, 
and thought the bifhop's intellefts a little difordered for the 
time. A greater {hare of experience and clofer obfervation 
of mankind, efpecially during great political epochs, have, 
perhaps, given our Divine reafon to think there is more 
juftnefs in the obfervation than he was at firft inclined to 
fuppofe ! 

By the intereft of this amiable and learned prelate, Mr. 
Tncker obtained a prebendal ft all in the cathedral of Brif- 
tol ; and on the death of the pious and ingenious Mr« Cat- 
cott, well known by his treatife on the Deluge, and a vo* 
lumc of excellent fen^ons, he became redor of St. Stephen. 
The inhabitants of that pariOi confift chiefly of merchants 
and tradefmen, a circumftance which greatly aided his na- 
tural inclination for commercial and political fludies. 

In 1745, he preached an excellent fermon before th^ 
governors of a very laudable inflitution, then firft erefted in 
the city of Briftol. In^ this difcourfe, the preacher took a 
eourfe which has rarely been purfued : inftead of dwelling, 
as moft have done, upon the benevolent tendency of thefe 
eftabltfhments, he confidercd them '^ as fo many reforma- 
" tories, or fchools, ereftcd for the revival and propagatiod 
*< of morality and religion, and as means which may con- 
duce 
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*< duce towards a national reformation in the common peo- 
*' pie." . . 

After mentioning, briefly indeed, but pointedly, the ge- 
neral depravity of the lower ranks, he fays, " Nay, and 
** when their extravagancies have run to that height as to 
** call for corporal pumjhmenty and the cenfure of the ma- 
•* giftrate, there are no hopes or profp^ft of reclaiming 
** them by that mean^. For they have made it a fort of 
«* point of honour to outbrave the puniftiment^ as for the 
'^ fliamc and infamy attending it, thefe things make now 
<^ but little impreiSon on them : fo that we have nothing 
" left of difcipline in our places of chaftifement and con- 
** finement, but their names. For our houfes of correftion, 
** as they are called, are fo far from anfwering the original 
•* ends of their inftitution, that they cotrupt more than cor^ 
** recf^ and harden rather than reform ; fo as to make the 
** young offender, if fent there, to be threefold more the 
*^ child of hell than he was before." 

This ftrong cenfure, perhaps, is full as applicable to the 
objefts upon which it was originally made now, as it was 
above half a century back. 

When the famous bill was brought into the hoiife of com- 
mons for the naturalization of the Jews, Mr. Tucker, con- 
fidering the fubjeft with an enlarged mind, took a decided 
part in favour of the meafure,' and was indeed its moft able 
advocate. 

The opponents of the bill, tranfported with an extraor- 
dinary zeal for the Chriftian religion, which they afFefted to, 
think was in danger by this ftep, treated our divine with 
treat rudenefs and virulence on the occafion. He was not 
only feverely attacked in pamphlets, newfpapers, and ma- 
gazines 5 but the pious people of Briftol, who had, per- 
haps, hardened their hearts into intolerance by a traffic in 
human flefli, burnt his eflfigy dreflcd in canonicals, together 
with his letters on behalf of naturalization ! 

H Jn 



98 JOSIAH TUCKER, 0. D. 

In 1753, he publiflied an able pampjct on the ** Turkey 
Trade," in which he demonttrates the evils that refult to 
trade ir> general from chartered companies. 

At* this period, Lord Clare (afterward Earl Nugent) was 
returned to p'arliament for Briftol, which honour he obtain- 
ed chiefly through the ftrenuous exertions of Mr. Tucker, 
whofe influence in his large and wealthy parifli was almofl: 
decifive on fuch an occafion. In return for this favour the 
Earl procured for him the Deanery of Gloucefter, in 1758, 
at which time he took his degree of doftor in divinity. 

So great was his reputation for commercial knowledge, 
which to a nation fituated like ours is of the firft import- 
ance, that Dr. Thomas Hayter, afterwards Bifliop of Lon- 
don, who was then tutor to his prefent Majefty, applied 
to Dr. Tucker to draw up a difTertation on this fubjeft for 
the perufal of his royal pupil. It was accordingly done, 
and gave great fatisfa£tion. This work, under the title of 
" The Elements of Commerce," was printed in quarto, 
but never publiflied. 

Dr. Warburton, however, who after having been mem- 
ber of the fame chapter with the Dean, at Briftol, becaoi^ 
Bifliop of Gloucefter, thought very differently from the 
reft of mankind, in refpeft to his talents, and favourite 
purfuits ; and faid once, in his coarfe manner, that " his 
" Dean's trade was religion, and religion his trade." 

But in refutation of this charge, we might produce the 
Dean's various publications on moral and religious fubjedis, 
which fhew him to be not only deeply verfed in theology, 
but alfo, what is far better, a man of genuine philan- 
thropy. 

In the year 1 77 1, when a ftrong attempt was made to 
procure an abolition of fubfcription to the thirty-nine arti- 
cles, Dr. Tucker came forward as an. able and moderate 
advocate of the church of England. Though he refifted 

with 
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with ftrong and clear arguments the claims of the petition* 
ers on that occafion, he yet candidly admitted that fomfe 
reformation of the liturgy was wanted, and inftanccd par- 
ticularly the Athanafian Creed, which he confidered as too 
fcholaftic and refined, for a popular confei&on of faith, and 
as the Nicenc Creed is admitted, he further deemed the 
other to be fuperfluous. 

About this time he publiflied " Direflions for Travel- 
lers," in which he lays down excellent rules, by which gen- 
tlemen who vifit foreign countries may not only improve 
their own minds, but turn their obfervations to the benefit 
of their native country. 

That excellent prelate, Archbifliop Seeker, was highly 
pleafed with this ufeful performance, and fent the author 
fome obfervations ^f hich he had made in the courfe of his 
perufal of it. The public would be much gratified by*^ new 
edition of thefe " Direftions,'* with the Archbifliop'*s ob- 
fervations annexed. 

In 1772, the Dean printed a fmall volume of Sermons, 
in which he explains the doftrines oieleBion zndijufttficationy 
upon fcriptural grotfnds, in oppofition to what has been cal- 
led the evangelical fyjlem of faith. At that time a very vio- 
lent difpute was carried on between the Calviniftick and 
the Arminian Methodifts, the former headed by MeiTrs. 
Toplady and Hil}, and the latter by the MeflrS. Wefleys and 
Fletcher. 

The year following he publiflied " Letters to the Rev. 
Dr. Kippis, wherein the claim of the church of England to 
an authority in matters of faith, and to a power of decree- 
ing rites and ceremonies, is difcuffcd and afcertained," &c. 
8vo. 

- The difpute between Great Britain and her colonies in 

North America, began now to affume a very fcrious and 

portentous afpefli, and nothing Icfs- than an open rupture 

Ha , por- 
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was expefted, in confequence of the obftinacy of the one, 
and the firninefs of the other. 

The Dean was an attentive obferver of this conteft. He 
examined the affair with a very different eye from that of 
a party-man> or an interefted merchant, and he difcovcred, 
as he conceived, that both fides would be better off by an 
abfolute feparation. The more he thought on this fubjcft> 
the more he was perfuaded that extenlive colonies were 
an evil, rather than a benefit to any commercial nation. 

On this principle, therefore, he publifhed his " Thoughts 
upon the Difpute between the Mother Country and Ame- 
rica." lie demonftratcd that the btter could not be con- 
quered, and that if it could, the purchafe would be dear- 
ly bought. He warned this country againft commencing a 
war with the colonics, and advifed that they fhould be left 
to the.mfclves, an event which would be productive of infi- 
nite good to Great Britain. 

This pofition and advice ftartled all parties, as well thofc 
''who were advocates for American freedom, as thofe who 
were zealots for coercive meafures and taxation. By both 
the Dean was confidered as a fort of madman, who had 
rambled out of the proper line of his profeffion to .com- 
mence political quack •, a^d it is remarkable that thofe two 
great men, Dr. Johnfon and Edmund Burke, treated the 
Doftor's hypdthefis with great contempt, though the one 
was the champion of, and and the other an enemy to, taxa- 
tion. 

Mr. Burke's language in the I^oufe of Commons refpefl:- 
ing the Dean's propofal was, indeed, exceeding harfh and 
illiberal. In his famous fpeech on American taxation, April 
13th, 1774, this famous orator called him "the advocate 
« of the court faftion^ and I fuppofe," he adds, "that his 
" earned labours in this vineyard will raife him to a bifliop- 
" rick." The Dean was adually roufed into refentment 
on this occafion, and he accordingly publiflied a- letter to 

-Mr. 
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Mr. Burke, in whfch he not only vindicates the purity of his 
own principles, but retorts upon his adverfary in very 
forcible and manly terms. 

The ground of Mr. Burke's enmity to the Dean, was tlie 
latter's ftrenuous oppofition to his being admitted to repre- 
fent Briftol in parliament. Dr. Tucker had a high opinion 
of Lord Nugent's parliamentary condu6l and abilities, added 
to which, he owed him much on the frore of gratitude. He 
therefore confidered liimfelf as bound to fupport his in- 
tereft in Briilol, with all tlue power he poflefTed. This ex- 
cited Mr. Burke's di (like to the Dean 'of Gloucefter, and 
fliarpened his wit on the fubjeft of his political opinions. 

Our author, however, went on vindicating and enforce 
ing his favourite fyftem, in fpite of all the obloquy with 
which it was treated both in the fenate and from the prefs. 
As the war proceeded, many intelligent perfons began to 
fee more truth and reafon in his fentiments, and time has 
at laft demonftrated that he was completely in the right. 
Towards th^e clofe of that unhappy conteft, the Dean af- 
fumed the appellation of Cassandra, alluding to the ill 
fuccefs with which his warnings had been attended. This 
fignature is found at the end of thofe hints and (hort ef- 
fays which he frequently printed in the newfpapers, and 
which it were to be wifhed fome perfon would colleft and 
preferve,. left they fhould fink into unmerrited oblivion. 

When the terrors of an invafion were very prevalent, ia 
J 779, the Dean circulated, in a variety of periodical pub-r 
lications, fome of the nioft fenfible obfervations that were 
ever made on the fubjeft, in order to quiet the fears of the 
people. He ftates at length, and with great accuracy, the 
numerous difficulties that muft attend the attempt to in- 
vade thi$ country, and the (lill greater ones that muft be eni- 
Countere4 by the invaders after their landing. Thofe obferva-p 

tJoni 
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tions have been reprinted with good cfkGtf in the courfe of 
the prefent war. 

In 1 78 1, the Dean publiftied, what he had printed long 
before, " A Treatife on Civil Government," in which his 
principal defign is to counteraft the doftrincs of the cele- 
brated Mr. Locke and his followers. The book made a 
confiderable noife, and was very ftiarply attacked by fevcral 
able writers on the democratic fide of the queftion, particu- 
larly by Dr. Towers. 

The year following he clofed his political career with a 
pamphlet entitled " Cut Bono .^" in which he balances the 
profit and lofs of each of the belligerent powers, and reca- 
pitulates all his former portions on the fubjeft of war and 
colonial pofleffions. 

His publications fince that period have confided of fome 
trafts on the commercial regulations of Ireland, on the ex- 
portation of wooUenSj and on the iron trade. 

In 1777, he publiflied feventeen practical fermons,, in one 
volume, octavo. In the year 1778, one of his parifhioncrs^ 
Mifs Pelloquin, a maiden lady of large fortune and moft 
exemplary piety, bequeathed to ,the Dean her dwelling- 
faoufe in Queen-Square, Briftol, with a very handfome le- 
gacy, as a teftimony of her great efteem for his worth and 
talents. 

It fliould be recorded to his praife, that though enjoying 
but very moderate preferment (for to a man of no paternal 
cftate, or other ecclefiltf:ical dignity, the Deanery of Glou- 
cefter is no very advantageous fituation), he has, notwith- 
ftanding, been a liberal benefactor to feveral public inftitu- 
tions, and a diftihguiflicd patron of merit. 

The celebrated John Henderfon, of Pembroke college, 
Oxford, was fent to the univerfity and fupported there at 
the Dean's expence, when he had no means whatever 'of 
gratifying his ardent defire for ftudy. 

We 
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We (hall mention another in (lance of generofity in this 
place, which reflefts the greateft honour upon the Dean. 
About the year 1790, he thought of refigning hisreftory in 
Briftol, and withou? communicating his defign to any other 
perfon,*he applied to the Chancellor, in whofe gift it is, 
for leave to quit it in favour of his curate, a mod deferving 
man, with a large family. 

His Lordfliip was willing enough that he fliould give up 
the living, but he refufed him the liberty of nominating his 
fucceifor. On this the Dean refoJved to hold the living him- 
fcJf, till he could find a fit opportunity to fuc'ceed in his ob- 
jeft. After weighing the matter more deliberately, he 
communicated his wi(h to his pari fliioners, and advifed theni 
to draw up a petition to the Chancellor in favour of the 
curate. ' This was accordingly done, and figned by all of 
them, without any exception, either on "the part of the dif- 
fenters or others. 

The Chancellor being touched with this teftimony of love 
between a clergyman and his people, yielded at laft to the 
application 5 in confequence of which the Dean cheerfully 
rcfigned the living to a fucceffor well qualified to tread in 
Ins fteps. 

Since that time, he has refided at Gloticefter*, viewing 
his approaching diflblution, which in the courfe of nature 
cannot be long, with the placid mind of a Chriftian, con- 
fcious of having done his duty both to God and Man. 
Here follows a pretty correct lift of the Dean's works : 

THEOLOGICAL AKD, CONTROVERSIAL. 

I. A Sermon, preached before the governors of ihe infirmary of Brlf- 
tol, 1745. ^ 

a* Letters in Behalf of the Naturalization of the Jews, 
jj. Apology for the Church of England, I77a» 
4. Six Sermons, izmo. 1773. 

5. Letter 

* He married a Mrs. Crowe, of that city, in 1781. 
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5. Letter to Dr. Kippis, on his Vindication of the Protedant difTcnting 
Miniftcrs. 

6. Two Sermons and Four Tra^s. 

7. View of the Difficulties of the Trinitarian, Arian, and Sociniaa 
Sfflemsj and Seventeca Sermons, 1777. 

POLITICAL AND COMMERCIAf. 

S. A Pamphlet on the Turkey Trade. 

9. A brief View of the Advantages and Difadvantages which attend a 
Trade with France. 

10. Reflections on the Expediency of naturalifing foreign Protedants, 
md a Letter to a Friend on the fame Subjcft. 

Ti.' The Pleas and Arguments of the Mother Country and the Colonies 
ftatcd. 

1 a. A Letter to Mr. Burke. 

13* Quere, whether a Connection with» 01; Separation from, Aroerica» 
would be for national Advantage f 

14. Anfwers to Objections againfl the Separation from America. 

1 5. A Treatife on Civil Government. 

1 6. Cui Bono T 

17. Four Letters on national Subjects. 

1 8. Sequel to Sir WiUiani Jones on Government. 

19. On the Difpute between Great Britain and Ireland. 

ao. Several Papers under the fignaturc of Caflandra, &c. on the difficulties 
attendant on an invafion. 

ai. A Treatife on Commerce. (Mr. Coxe, in his Life of. Sir Robeict 
yralpole, iays that this was printed, but never publi(hed.) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

aa. Directions for Travellers. 

43. Cautions againfl. the Ufe of Spirituous Liquors. 

24* A TraCt againft the DiverTions of Cock-fighting, &c. 
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ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT DUNCAN. 

WHATEVER may be the thought of the origin of the 
prefent war, or the principles upon which it has been con- 
dufted ; whatever hjimiliating ideas may, on fome grounds, 
prevail in the minds of Englifhmen, while they are reviewing 
the hiftory of this extraordinary and eventful conteft 5 — 
there can ftill be but one opinion refpe£ling the cohduft of 
our naval commanders, in general : and every Britifli heart 
muft glow with rapture at the confideration, that the ho- 
nour of the national flag, fo far from being tarniflied in a 
fingle inftance, has received greater luftre than ever diftin- 
guifhed it at any former period. 

Among the eminent names whom thp pen of the hiftori-r 
an will have to dwell upon with peculiar fatisfaftion, when 
engaged in recording the naval events of the prefent war, 
th^t of Adam Lord Duncan will be proudly confpicuous. 
. This diftinguifhed veteran was born at Dundee, in Scot- 
land, July ift, 1 73 1 J and was the younger fon of a very 
ancient and reputable family, which has for a long feries of 
years held the lordftiip of Lundie in the (hire of Perth. The 
family efl;ate, the rental of whjch is about 50c/. a-year, 
came to Lord Duncan about two years ago, in confequencc 
of the death of his elder brother, Colonel Duncan. 

The younger branches, even of a refpeftable family, have 
generally to force their way in life by their own merits and 
exertions. Lord Duncan accordingly owed but little to his 
relations. He was very early fent to fea, a profefEon which 
cofts but a trifle in the outfet, and is generally attended with 
but fmall expence after the young adventurer is thus difpof- 
ed of. Much is not known of the admiral's early fervices ; 
but wc are warranted in conjefturing that they muft 

have 
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have been mcritotious, by his attaining to the rank of poft- 
captain, February 25th, 1761, at which time he was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Valiant. About this period, 
he was honoured with the friendftiip of that gallant officer 
of the old fchool, Lord Keppel, and was with him at the 
taking of the Havannah ; and when Keppel was appointed 
to a flag, he chofe Duncan to be his captain: 

He was alfo a member of the court-martial which fat up- 
on the trial of that diftinguiihed veteran j and continued 
attached to him by the ftrongeft ties of intimacy and friend-' 
fliip, till his death. 

On September 24th, 1787, he was made a rear-admiral ; 
in I793> he was promoted to the rank of vice-adtniral ; and 
in 1 795 J he became admiral of the blue. 

Hitherto he had moved on in his projFeffion regularly, but 
with little notice, for it had not been his lot to get employ- 
ed on any fervice that was likely to bring him forward to 
the public view. 

His appointment, at laft, to that ftation/ in which he 
has all at once obtained laurels equal to thofe which adorn 
the brows of men who have been more extenfively employ- 
ed, feems to have been owing to his relationfhip to Mr. Se- 
cretary Dundas, whofe niece he married, and by whom he 
has feveral children. 

This alliance procured for him an appointment which it 
was under flood he was beft fitted for, the north-fea ftation. 
Nor does it at all refleft upon his Lordfhip to fay, that his 
circumftances ftood in need of his being thus employed. 
With hardly any other fortune than his half-pay as- an ad- 
miral, it was natural enough for him to be anxious to get 
engaged in aftive fervice, for the benefit of a wife and 
children whom he loved. The fcene of aftion which he 
chofe was an arduous one. The fcverity of the winter 
feafon, in that fea, muft alfo have been very trying to a 

man 
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nan of his LordOiip's tkne of life. Moreover he had to en- 
counter with difficuhies dill more troublcfome and painful 
to a Britifli officer : we allude to the mutinous fpirit which 
inreviiled m his fleet, in commdn with the other naval fqua- 
drons in the Channel. 

In the midft of all thefe unpleafant circumftances, his 
Lordfhip manifeftcd a cool and fteady mind. He kept his 
ftation with fuch perfevering ardour, that in the moft boif- 
tcrous feafon of the year, that the enemy could not by any 
means cffeft_their defign of efcaping from their ports. The 
indefatigable Admiral continued blockading them, either 
with tike whole, or part of his fquadron, till the fummer 
of I7<;7, when the mutiny raged in his fleet in a moft 
alarming manner. Even when he was left with only three 
Ihips, he ftill remained firm in his ftation off the Texel, and 
filcceeded in keeping the Dutch fliips from proceeding to 
fea ; a circumftance, in all probability, of as high confe- 
quence to the nation as his fubfequent viftory. 

His behaviour at the time of the mutiny, will heft be feen 
from the fpeech which he made to the crew of his own 
fliip, on June 3d, 1 797, and which, as a piece of artlefs 
and affefting oratory, cannot but be admired by the moft 
faftidious tafte. His men being aflembled, the Admiral thus 
addrefled them from the quarter deck : 

^ My lads — I onee more call you together, with a for- 
** rowful heart, from what I have lately feen — the difaffec- 
*' tion o£ the fleets 5 I call it difaffeHiofty for the crews have 
" no grievances. To be deferted by my fleet, in the face of 
*' an enemy, is a difgrace which I believe never before hap- 
** pened to a Britifh Admiral : nor could 1 have fuppofed it 
** pofEble. My greateft comfort under God is, that^I have 
** been fupported by the officers, feamen, and marines of 
•* this Jhip ; for which, with a heart overflowing with gra- 
•* titude, I requeft you to accept my fincere thanks. 

^« I flatter 



Io8 ADMIRAL DUNCAN, 

" I flatter myfelf much good may refult from your exam^ 
** pic, by bringing thofe deluded people to a fenfe of the 
M duty which they owe, not only to their King and Coun- 
" try, but to themfclves. The Britifli Navy has ever been 
** the fupport of that Liberty which has been handed down 
** for us by our anceftors, and which, I truft, we ihall main- 
<* tain to the lateft pofterity 5 and that can only be done by 
" unanimity and obedience. 

" This fbip's company, and others who have diflinguiftir 
f^ cd themf?lves by their loyalty and good order, defervp to 
" be, and doubtlcfs iuill bcy the favourites of a grateful 
" country •, they will alfo have from their inward feelings a 
" comfort which muft be lading, and not like the fleeting 
^* ^nd falfe confidence of thofe who have fwerved froiii 
^* their duty ! 

** It has often been my pride with you to look into the 
** Texcl, and fee a foe which dreaded coming out to meet 
" us. — My pride is now humbled indeed ! — My feelings arc 
^^ not eafily to be expreflTed ! — Our cup has overflowed and 
** made us wanton. The all-wife Providence has given 
** us this check ^s a warping, and I hope we fhall improve 
•* by it. On Him, then, let us truft, where our only fecuri- 
** ty can be found. 

** I find there are many good men among us •, for my 
^' own part, I have had full confidence pf all in this (hip : 
^* and once more beg to exprefs my approbation of your 
** conduft. 

** May God, who has thus far conduced you, continue 
" to do fo j and may the Britifti Navy, the glory and fup- 
" port of our country, be reftpred to its wonted fplendpur, 
" and be not only the bulwark of Britain, but the terror 
" of the world. But this can only be efi^eded by a ftria 
" adherence to our duty and obedience ; and let us pray 
** that the Alipighty God may keep us in ^he right way 
ff of thinking. God blefs you all !" 

The 
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The crew of the Venerable were fo affefted by this im- 
preflive addrefs, that on retiring there was not a dry eye 
among them. 

On the fuppreflion of the mutiny, the Admiral refumed 
his ftation with his whole fleet oflFthe coaft of Holland, either 
to keep the Dutch fquadron in the Texel, or to attack them 
if they fhould attempt to come out. It has fince been difco- 
vered, that the objeft of the Batavian Republic, in conjunc* 
tion with France, was to invade Ireland, where doubtlefs 
they .would have "been cordially welcomed by numerous . 
bodies of the difafFefted. Hence it will be feen, that the 
obje6l of watching and checking the motions of the Dutch 
Admiral was of the utmoft confequence. 

After a long and very vigilant attention to the important 
truft repofed io him, the Englifh Admiral was neceflitated to 
repair to Yarmouth-roads to refit. The BataviaK command- 
er feized this favourable interval, and proceeded to fea, 
That aftive officer, Capt. Trollope, however, was upon 
the look-out, and having difcovered the eneriiy, immediate- 
ly difpatched a veffel with the glad intelligence to Admiral 
Duncan,^ who loft not an inftant of time, but puflied out at 
once, and in the morning of the nth of Oftober, fell in 
with Capt. Trollope's fquadron of obfervations, with the 
fignal flying for an enemy to the leeward. 

By a mafterly manoeuvre, the Admiral placed himfelf 
between thtm and the Texel, fo as to prevent them from 
re-entering without rifking an engagement. ' An a£tion ac- 
cordingly took place between Camperdown and Egmont, in 
nine fathoms water, and within five miles of the coaft. The 
Admiral's own (hip, in purfuance of a plan of naval evolu- 
tion which he had long before determined to carry into efFeft, 
broke the enemy's line, and clofely engaged the Dutch Ad- 
miral De Winter, who, after a moft gallant defence, was 
obliged to ftrike. Eight (hips were taken, two of which 

carried flags ! 

AU 
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All circumdances confidered — the tbne of the year, the 
force of the enemy> and the nearnefs to a dangerous fliore 
— this aftion will be pronounced by every judge of nautical 
affairs, to be one of die moft brilliant that graces our annals. 

The nation was fully fenfible of the merit and confe* 
quence of this glorious TiQory : politicians beheld in it the 
annihilation of the deiigns of our comjbined enemies ; nsk- 
val men admired the addrcfs and ikill which were difplayed 
by the Englifh commander in his approaches to the attack ', 
and the people at large were tranfported with admiration, 
joy, and gratitude. 

The honours which were inftantly conferred upon the 
VENERABLE Admirable, received the approbation of men 
of all parties. Oaoberaift, 1797, he was created Lord 
Vifcount Duncan of Camperdown, and Bargn Duncan of 
Lundie in the fliire of Perth. On his being introduced in- 
to the Houfe of Peers, on November the 8th, the Lord 
Chancellor communicated to him the thanks of the Houfe, 
and in his fpecch faid : " He congratulated his Lordfhip 
" upon his acceflion to the honour of a diftinguiflbed feat 
•* ijQ that place, to which his very meretorious and unpa^ 
•* ralleled profelTional condu£t had defervedly raifed him ; 
*^ that conduft (the Chancellor added) was fuch as not only 
** merited the thanks of their liOrdfliips' Houfe, but the 
*' gratitude and applaufe of the Country at large : it had 
" been inftrumental, under the aufpices of Providence, in 
** eftablifhing the fecurity of his Majefty's dominions, and 
*^ fruftrating the ambitions and deftruftive defigns of the 
** enemy." 

In the laft felKon of parliam^t, a penfion of 2000 /. per 
annum was granted his Lordfhip, for himfelf and the two 
next heirs of the peerage. 

In^perfon, Lord Duncan is of a manly, athletic form, 
fix feet three inches high, ere£t and graceful, with a coun- 
tenance that indicates great intelligence and benevolence. 

His 
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His private charafter is that of a moft affeftionatc re- 
lative, a fteady friend, and, what crowns the whole with 
a luftre fuperior to all other qualities or diftinftions, he is 
a man of great and unaffefted piety. 

The latter virtue may excite in fome perfons r. fmile of 
conte/npt ; but the liberalr minded will be pleafed to read 
that Lord Duncan feels it an honour to be a chriftian. 

He encourages religion by his own pra£tice j and the pub- 
lic obfervance of it has been always kept up where he has 
held the command. * 

When the vidory was decided, which has immortalized 
his name, his Lordfhip ordered the crew of his fhip to be 
called together, and at their head, upon his bended knees, 
in the prefence of the Dutch Admiral, who was greatly af- 
fe£):ed with the fcene, he folemnly and pathetically offered 
up praife to the God of Battles ! 

Let it be added here, that his demeanour, when all eyes 
were upon him, in the cathedral of St. Paul's, on the day 
of general tbankfgiving, was fo humble, modeft, and de- 
vout, as greatly to increafe that admiration which his fer- 
vices had procured him. . 

In fliort, Lord Duncan is one more inftance of the truth 
of the aflertion, that piety and courage are infeparably al- 
lied; and, that the latter quality, without the former, lofes 
its principal virtue. 

XAS. 
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DR. SAMUEL HORSLEY, 

LORD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER. 

OF all the right reverend members of the epifcopal bench* 
no one has obtained more celebrity than this leai ned prelate. 

We are well aware, that a Biftiop who has fo greatly dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in political, as well as theological, con-- 
troverfy, will be regarded by diiFerent men with very op- 
pofite fentiments. Our aim, however, has no exclufive re- 
ference to either of thefe objefts -, and therefore we fhall 
ftudy to give a faithful delineation of the charafter before 
tis, without the flighted attention to the fpirit of party, 
whether that party be of a religious or political complexion. 

Dr. Samuel Horfley is the eldelt of the three fons of the 
three fons of the Rev. Mr. Horfley, formerly minifter of 
St. Martin's in the Fields. -The grandfather of the Bi{hop 
was bred a diflenting divine, but he afterwards thought pro-* 
per to conform to the eftabliihment. 

His Lordfliip was born about the year 1737, ana re- 
ceived the ground-work of his education at Weflrminftcr 
fchool, whence he was removed to the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. 

He ''applied himfelf, while there, chiefly to the ftudy ef 
mathematics ; and not content with carefully reading the 
writings of the acuteft of the moderns in that line, he 
went back to the profoundeft of the ancients, and made 
himfelf thoroughly mafter of their moft intricate reafonings. 

Having taken his degree of Mafter of Arts, he accepted 
an invitation to go to Oxford, as private tutor to the prefent 
Earl of Aylesford. From that Univerfity he received a de- 
gree of Dodorof Laws, and in 1769 printed at the Claren- 
don , 
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joa |fTc{fl» his edition of the Inplinations of Apollonius, a 
g^SQAUical work of con^demble value, though exceedingly 
sd)ftTi^« Previous to his time, mathematical learning had 
baen in litde repute aft Oxford ; but fince that period it has 
grown iato falhioa there, fo that this Univerfity can hardly 
he faid to fall fliort of her fifter, ia that great branch of hu- 
qiaa koovledgc. 

Hew our author firft conceived the defign of publilbing 
a complete edition of the works of Sir Ifaac Newton ; to 
whii:h end he began to coUe& the neceflary materials* 

On leaving the Univerfity, Dr. Horfley came to London, 
vhexe he was ele£bsd fellow of the Royal Society, of which 
he was alfo chofei> fecretary in 1773. He continued to 
ficrvothat office, with the greateft credit to himfelf, as well 
as boaefit to die fcientific world, till the refignation of the 
late prpfideot. Sir John Pringle, when finding th^t thjc €on^ 
mifeurs and virtuofi were gaining ground, he retired. 
- Soon after his fettling in the metropolis. Dr. Horiley was 
noticed by fhat obferving and excellent pifelate, Bidiop 
Lowth, who invited him to become his domeftic cbaplaii^t 
It is lomtwhaLt remarkable, that at this time he was fuf- 
f^fktd of not being quite orthodox in his thcqlogic^l fenti- 
ments, and thofe who pretended to fmell herefy in him, 
wondered at Bifliop Lowth-s taking him under bis patron- 
age. The only grounds for this fufpicion, were his being 
a profound mathematician, and his clqfe intimacy with Dr. 
Maty and other men of fcience, who were avowed Spcinians* 

In 1774, Biftiop Lowth prefented him to the rcftories of 
St. li^ary Newingtoji and Albury, both in the county of 
Surrey ; and in the courfe of the fame year he married a 
MifsBotnam. 

In 1776, he publifhed propofals for a complete and ele- 
gaBt edition of the works of the immortal Newton, which 
appeared in 1779, in five volumes quarto, with an excellent 
dedication to the king in Latin* 

I It 
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It was expcftcd that a large memoir rcfpcfting the Prince 
of Philofdphers would have been prefixed to this edition ; 
;md confiderable difappointment was of courfe experienced 
by the public, when nothing of this kind appeared. Cer- 
tain it is, that the learned editor gave room for this expec- 
tation, and had adually made fome progrefs in the life. H6 
moreover had converfed with Dr. Johnfon upon the fubjeA, 
tvho adtifcd him to write it in Latin, as beft fuited to the dig- 
nity of the charafter. This biographical ^i/^r^z/i/m, how- 
ever, has not yet made its appearance ; and we are appre- 
henfive that it never will. 

In 1^78, when th& controverfy was on foot between Drfc 
^rieftly, Price, and others, refpe£ling materialifm, and 
philofdphical neceffity, Dr. Horfley preached a fermon on 
Good Friday at St. Paul's Cathedral, which he afterwards 
publifhed. In this ingenious difcourfe he reconciles, with 
much fotce of argument, the dofirine of divme provi- 
dence with ihe free agency of man, and combats the nece£- 
fariati hypothefis with great, and, in the opinion of hit 
friends, complete fuccefs. 

About this time he was appointed Archdeacon of Sl 
Albans, by fiifhop Lowth, who in 1782 prefented him to 
the valuable living of South Weald in Effex. 

In 1783 Dr. Prieftley publifhed his celebrated work the 
•* Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity." It need 
hardly be mentioned, that the principal defign of this work 
was to overthrow the catholic dodtrine refpe£ling Chrift's 
divinity. 

Great was the triumph manifefted by the unitarian party 
on the publication of this elaborate hiftory. The outcry 
made by them on the occafion, naturally roufed the atteii<- 
tion of tliofe who adhered to the orthodox confeiBon, and 
Dr. Horfley feized this opportunity of (hewing, not only 
the foundnefs of his faith, but his abilities for the mod in« 
tricate branches of theological controverfy. 

In 
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In the fummer of this year, he delivered to the clergy of 
the Archdeaconry of St. Albans a charge, in which he ex- 
prefsly controverted the Socinian pofition — that the doc- 
trine of the Trinity was not maintained by the Chriftian 
church in the firft three centuries ; and he not only gave 
a flat contradidion to Dr. Prieftley's aflertion on this point, 
but charged lum with having taken, without acknowlege- 
ment, the whole of his argument from Z wicker and other 
eminent Socinians of the laft century. 

This difcourfe, at the requeft of his reverend auditory, 
was printed, with an appendix, explaining and confirming 
the pofitions which it contained. 

Dr. Pricftlcy, whofe pen is that of a ready writer, was 
not to be daunted at meeting with of formidable an antago- 
niftv on the contrary, he rufhed at once into the battle, 
with the impetuoGty of a man who feemed to place all hi^ 
reptitation, as a combatant, upon the event of this conteft. 
He, of courfe, inftantly replied to the Archdeacon, in a 
feries of letters, which contained all his former affertions, 
exprefled in a more confident tone than before. Dr. Horf- 
ley was aware of the advantage which the precipitancy of 
his oppionent had given him, and, therefore, in his anfwer, 
which was alfo in the epiftolary form, he noticed the fre- 
quent flips in Greek quotation, and reference, which the 
DofStor had made ; and, with great adrbitnefs, left it to the 
reader to judge, whether fo hafty and incautious an hifto- 
Tian was to be depended upon in a matter of fuch import*- 
ance. 

But he did not merely expofe the Doctor's miftakes. H6 
followed up the attack by numerous proofs in behalf of the 
ccmimon belief, drawn from the early fathers of the church 
and the pureft eccleflaflical hiftorians. The difplay of 
reading and acute refearch in thcfe letters is wonderfjuK 
"The ftyle iilfo is admirable ; and though at times it aflumes 

I 2 a lofty 
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a lofty muracr, yet the reader of tafte finds bimfelf charm- 
ed with the elegance of the laiiguagc^ and the clo£enc& tf 
the reafoning. 

Or. PrielUey continued the conabaty by another ferieA of 
letters, to which the Archdeacon again replied* Tbie con- 
troFerfy here clpCedon ike, ji^ of the lattex^ who fignifol 
thai it was an eQdle£B taifc t9 contend upon an ejjiauftcd U)r 
piC} with one who wa$ JiCEcr difpoiied to ceafe difputing IJV 
he had obtained the laft word. In 1789 Dr. HotjQey cot- 
leded tbeie tra^ and printed them in one volume oGtmot 
with fame additioos, particularly a fermon on the incamar 
tlon, preached at Newingtca^ on Cbriflnaas^dayi l^^SA «^ 
which having a mateiual relation to the controvexfy in ^nef- 
tionj he thought proper to infert in this colloQtion. 

While this difpuxe was going on, our learned divine W9f 
engaged in anotl^^, which made nearly as ouich noiic 91 
the ^xtt, at leaft in the Scientific world. When Sir Jqfig^ 
Banks came in as prefideut of the Royal Society, on the se- 
fignation of Sir John Prii^le, the mathematical and pliilor 
fophical members of the Newtonian fchool were di%u6:ipd 
at' the extraoxdijoary preference which was ihewn to fu)>- 
je£ls, as they <;oaceived, of an inferior nature to l^fe 
which oi^ht in their opinion to engage the fiifi learncf) £> 
ciety in the world. It has been faid* that cabals wetp 
formed by thofe m^mbecs of die old ftamp againft the piee- 
fident andhis friejods^ but ofthisno proof was ever brought 
forward. 

In 1785 the latter ventured upon a ftep which could not 
fail to fan the imothering flamje into a blaze. The council 
thought pnofer to diAni(s the learned Dot^or Hutton fipona 
iih^ ofike of Laina fiscretary iox ioxeiga oQrre%>onde<ipiq9 
vpon the very frivolouapnetencc^ that it was impropcar iimch 
a peft Aonld be fiUod by 4 pcrfon who didnot refide ja the 

motropoli^. 
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DMttopolis. The fcienrific members took fire it this treat- 
tnefit of one of tlie ableft and moft refpedabtc of their bo* 
dy. Accordingly, in feveral meetings of the focicty, at- 
tempts were made to leffen the influence of the prcfident % 
and to ydnftate Dr. Hutton in his place, but without fuc- 
cefi. In tins eonteft between philofophy and the virtuofi^ 
Dr. Horftey made the moft confpicuous figure. Finding, 
liowerer, that his labours and thofe of his learned afTociates 
were in irain, he forfook (to expreis it in his otvm forcible 
language) ^ that temple, where philofophy once reigned, 
*« and where Newton prefided as her officiating minifter.'* 

In 17S6 Dr.Horfley obtained, without either folicitation 
<sz even expeftancy, a prebend in the cathedral church of 
Glouctffter. His friend on this occafion was Lord Thurlow, 
^iben Chancelldt ; who, without being perfonatly known to 
lOr. H^ or receiving any application on his behalf, refilled 
etery requeft that was made for this valuable preferment, 
and beftowed it upon the man whom he juftly confidered as 
having merited it the moft of any divine in this age. 

During the year IFoHowing, the OoAor preached an ordi- 
nation fermon in the cathedral of Gloucefter, in which he 
fliaidtained with great ftrength this pofition — that on the 
cdtktion of miraculous gifts, human learning is fubftituted 
by divine appointment, as an eflentlal qualification for the 
chriftian miniftry. At the command of the venerable pre- 
late before whom it was delivered (Dr. Samuel Hallifax) this 
iagenibus difcourfe was foon after printed; and excited 
confiderabie notice, and fome coiitroverfy. 

Next year Dr. Hotfley was elevated to the epifcopal bench, 
on the tranflatlon of Dr. Smallwell from the fee of St. Da- 
rid to that of Oxford. Lord Thurlow, on this occafion, 

was again his fteady and unfolicited patron ; and it is wcH 

* 

^-Slrjoiepb was accufed, in an able pamphlet of that day, of taking v^ry 
improper means to obuin the admiiCon or reje^ion of candida^&t 

known 
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known that he made it a point to bring in his friendi in op« 
pofition to candidates who were backed by all the force of 
ininifterial influence. 

Soon after his admiflion to the ^oufe of Lords^ Dr. 
Horfley had an opportunity of difplaying his eloquence 
and learning, which he did to great advantage, on Earl 
Stanhope's motion for a reviCon and reform of the canons 
of the church. His fpeech on this occafion aflbrded un« 
common pleafure to the houfe ; andj what was rather re- 
markable, drew from the noblp Earl juft mentioned 9 very 
liberal cncpmium. 

On the great ftruggle pnade by the proteftant diSenters in* 
1 790, to obtain a repeal of the Corporation and Teft adsi 
a pamphlet appeared, entitled " a Review of the Cafe of the 
Proteftant Difllcnters," whicli wasf written with fuch boldr 
nefs and elegance on the High Church fide, that, thoiigh 
anonymous, all parties concurred in attributing it to the Bi- 
fhop of St. David's 5 nor in faft were they wrong in their 
conjcfture. 

The year following he rpade a cpnfpicuous figure in con- 
fequence of his primary charge to the clergy of his diocefe ; 
in this he maintained the old-fafhioned doctrine of jufiifi^ 
eatio.n byfitith alone, and prefled it home upon his hearers^ 
that the top common pra£lice of preaching mere v^oraUtj 
was deftruftive of vital religion. 

This charge, of a complexion fo very different from what 
had been ufually. delivered in cathedral churches, attra£i:ed 
confiderable notice. Thofe yrho were attached to the Cal- 
viniftic principles, or, as they are commonly called. Evan- 
gelical Chriftians, were enraptured with the fentimcnts 
conveyed in this difcourfe. Others, on the contrary, 
conceived t|iat the Bifhop h^d miftaken the doftrine 
of the gpfpel, on the fubjeft of juftification •, while the 

Unlta- 
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ITiutamns were extremely irritated at the harfh terms in 
which his Lordfhip had mentioned their kEt and creed in 
his charge. Several replies were accordingly publifhed to 
k ; but the learned prelate feemed to coniider himfelf fu- 
perior to the adverfaries who wifhed to provoke him again 
into controvcrfy. 

His condudi in the fee of St. J)avid's is highly praife- 
worthy. Of all the bifhopricSj no one exhibited more 
poverty, pr more ignorance, on the part of the clergy, than 
this. Many of the curacies, when his lordChip ^entered Aip- 
on the government of this extenfive diocefe, did not exceed 
ten pounds per annum, and fome of the churches were aC'r 
tually ferved for five ! It may eafily be concluded what iprt 
of divines a great part of thefe poor minifters were, under 
fuch aireumftances. What was ftill v^orfe, the multitude 
of candidates for orders increased yearly, fo that Wales 
poured her fuperfluou^ clergy into England, to the difgrace 
of the cloth, and the real injury gf fujch as were regularly 
bred. The writer of thi3 has no inclination to fport him- 
felf at the expence of any body of nien ; but he could en- 
tertain the readfsr with n^any whimfical anecdotjes refpe£t- 
ing the learning and ingenuity of the Welch clergy. A re- 
form was, therefore, qeceflary, but to accomplifli it re- 
quired a ftrong and perfevering mind. 

Our indefatigable prelate was not to be daunted by any 
obftacles. He obtainecJs with the greateft pofTible difpatch, 
an accurate and minute ft ate of his diocefe. He then gave 
notice to the beneficed clergy, who did not refide, that they 
would be compelled to refidence, or to allow their curates 
a more liberal falary. By this means, he remedied that 
ihamefi)l abufe, of one man's ferving feveral churches on 
the fame 4ay 9 limiting a curate to two only, and thofe 
within a moderate diftance from each other. 

Having regulated the condition of the clergy, he pro- 
ceeded to a ftrifter courfe, with refpeft to candidates for 

holy 
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holy orders, admittirig hohe withott perfoiitUy ettiniftiftg 
them himfelf, and lodkibg very tiirrowly ifitd tht titter 
which they produced. 

With all this vigilancb, his Ii6rda>i{r tSttA tb thtm is h 
tender father, encouraging them H> Viiit hlffi durlAghit ftff 
in the country, which was ufually for feverski IftMithl^iiilM 
year, aififting them with advite^ atld adfiiihi{||^tih| to tlibir 
temporal neceffities widl a libmd liAd {^Itetilai hand. 

In his progrefi through the dioKiiefe K^ fr»}\l^htly ^f IftCbi 
ed in the parifli churctes^ tifpedally eh At dajri whenlkl 
facrametit ^as adminifteted^ siiid hifSlb^t tc&Miitcll lafv 
gefies upon the pbot. 

tit kept a tiibft hcKpiUty^ tiibU: kt hi6 efiiJcS^ll pUSMi 
$t Aberguilly, tieat GaarifiArthtiii, tb ^ich ^t nHgkbdufv 
ing gentry and clisrgy ^ttc al^raj^s i(tr^lcoH£* tn ^(hbiti &§ 
^mis a bl^ffihg to th&t poor ^bpk ; ki\i they fi5U6Wea IkiA 
with gratbtUl he^rt»> Md parted front hi^ ^th iilfiiliie Mv 
liiaanfcfi;. This is iiot a^ ideul piauK i it is i (t^ufc bikff 
imp^rfta iketch of actual life ) flfid fti^h UH th( fe^lft 
painter hiad opportunities of ftdilg indre fhdA btit€. 

Ofa January Jbthj 1793, thfe blflioj^ bf St, Ditldl Wn 
appciinted tb j[>r^a(ih b^fbrfe the HdUlb of Lbfdsi khd H fhfc 
reccht ttiurd^i* bf tht king bf Ftatibe yi^S th$ ^nHil tfiptt 
of converfation and pity^ the abbey lH^ali grtiitiy cfoVWWt 
That ditebutfe is in print j and Hi^halever ifi<y 6« tft»ft|htr 
of ih^ notibns on gbternmieati #hi&h diftiBgttilh it) AS^ 
ctti ht but ohe Opitiibh libn^erhlil^ il^ itr^ beiktitirdl kM 
pathetic peroration. Wh6h publilh'ed^ th^ bidbd^, a^eftSM 
tb hi^ fetmoi^ a long vindia^tibh of tht chat^aet: QFCSkivift^ 
froxh the charge bf b^ing a f^iehd tb reheiUbh kM itgifcfdft. 

The foUbVittg yeftr he ^^^s ti-Hnfl^ted^ oh t8i% df&kth «i 
Bifliop Pearee, from St. DaVid's to Rbtheftferi oh wKeh dfe- 
cafiQji he refigned all bis blhet chutdi prftfttJfttntSi 
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Whm he erntefM Hp(}h hl^mct ks bda^ 6f Weftxhlttftef; 
Ml fiSttlid Atah^ ihiiigs ih tfte cohditian bf th^t chttttH li^hieH 
ftOed iifi gretft ii^d df rdfof itlStiotl ; ikdd With his ufQal «c^ 
«¥ht, tie Hdtitalf ki abcfftt the Wot*. Ifl p^ittifculat, th* 
ftlifl6^ of the tttfai^^einoYis aHddfflceVs Wtft 6mtfrtthf k)W^ 
fcim by !ii6 Mtens thrdi|ioTtioti^te. With ^ mdil ettfntlx^ndfcblft 
f^Htdf liMriJIfy, theveftjlt, he 6bt^ihdd Siii ihitant idtadce^ 
andthfih begiA to t6gtilat6 !h^ e6nd(ia afid duty of the 
p^HdAsiWhoih ht h;ld fo thixtStikVrf ai&fted. Hid fae^ on 
tile cOhtri)CYj ttt abwt ^ fnoK ^x^ft difc^pliiie^ whhdUt at<- 
fcftdiiig te the Htde&tleti of thefe mtn, they Wtnild, pWhiJrt, 
hi^c Jttftly toflfidertd hiih Jis a fcvWd taflctfiaktt, kfld ttltiti. 
ffxtUtd at iiU tegulkf bns* fiy thi^ tnodt t)ff tcrhdud:, he gain^ 
M th«Sf eftetm iihd gt^tttude ; ifid it m^y fafely bft faid» that 
no man ever filled that ftation with fuch pojiukrity ^ th6^ 
prdlrat d6afj» 

Inth; tJittetbf pdllticS, his papulurity, pcAaps, b Art 
^itfte to grtat. The 2tii which he dtfphys in the aigitatioi^ 

of public meafures, and the promptnefs with which he tt- 
pfcfiis hi^fbitiments «n the fide of the eftaWilhed «rdef of 
thittgii, dvil ahd religious, haVe p)raCUr^d Mm many etiemietsl 
"Without endeavouring to extehtiate afty thing hi his Coftdtld 
that is reprehenfible, let it be permitted for us to fay^ that 
his language has been often greatly mifreprefented, and 
been made by his adverfaries to exprefs a meaning which 
the right reverend prelate hold$ in abhorrence. He jizs 
been too apt to exprefs bis fentiments in abftra£b propofiti-^ 
eni. Which may b^ made, by artful meil| td fi^ify What 
Itthner entered into his Idtdffiip's miftd. Wef c i^t6 2&lh 
ftenerbufly, as to put the beft conftrudbn upon hi6 obftN 
Vtttibds^ and that certainly ought to be donei untefs bis owft 
explanation proved decifive^ in all probability^ we fiiduld 
bid here left dcca&>n fbr renfulre; and more for tomtfien- 

But 
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But to leave his political reputation to its fate. In iyp6, 
he printed, without his name, a moijk profound and elegant 
diflertatioQ on '^ the Latin and Greek Profodies," dedicatefi 
to Lord Thurlow. In this learned performance, he fhew.* 
an uncommon depth of penetration into, and acquaintance 
with, the nature and cpnftru£iion of the ancient languages ; 
and approves himfelf a moft powerful, though perhaps not 
an invincible advocate for the ufe of the Greek accent?. . 

We underftand that this zealous and a£live prelate is now 
deeply engaged in ^ work upon the prophecjies of the Old 
and New Teftament; and from his known powers, as 9 
profound thinker and calculator, there can be no doubt en- 
tertained of the value of his performance, (hould he, as iti« 
^o be hoped he will, favour the world with tjie fruits of 
his refearches. 

Befides the works already mentioned, bifhop Horfley is 
the author of fome ingenious papers on mathematfcal ftil>- 
je£ls, various fermons on public occafions, and feveral epi^ 
copal charges. 

He has been twice married. By his fird lady he had two 
children ; one only of whom is living, who is at prefent at 
Chrilt-churqh college, Oxford. 
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SIR FRANCIS BULLER is the eldeft fon of the late 
John Buller, Efq. of Morval, in the county of CornwalK 
The cxtenfive parliamentary intereft of his family is well 
known ; this, joined to his own abilities, could not fail to 
raife him, early in life, to an eminent rank in his profefBon. 

After being educated v^t Winchcfter fchool, he was called 
to the bar in the year 1 763, and brought into parliament foon 

after 
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after. This with a lawyer is generally a prelude to a filk 
gowH) but it was not immediately obtained. His profefllion- 
al debut did not promife much eminencci for he commenced 
his career as a fpecia} pleader, having ftudied the pra£lical 
part of this dull but neceffary branch of legal fcience under 
the prefent Judge Aflihurft, and like his prepurfor he was al- 
ways ranked among the mod eminent in that particular line. 
This chara£ier^ accordingly, foon brought him into great re^ 
pute gs a cpmmon-Iaw draughtfman \ and Erfkine, after 
having laid l>y his fword, firft brandiflied a pen at his delk. 

His praAice at the t)ar was, at the fame time, very con-r 
fiderablCf 

In 1772, Mr. BuUer publilhed " An Introduftion to the 
Jjaw of Nisi Prius," which is a twH me tangere of its kind, and 
will Ipng continue tp enjoy a high degree of eftin^ation ; in- 
deedj in every thing that, did not require an appeal to the 
paffions, he (hewed himfelf a mailer : then only he failed ! 
His eloquence, as a counfel, was neither plealing nor powr 
erful, but on the other hand, few judges deliver themfelves 
with more propriety than him ; his language being dignified, 
and his manner, perhaps, fomewhat too authoritative. This 
affords a proof that the oratory fuited fpr the bar is eflenti- 
ally difi^rent from that adapted fqr th^ bench. 

The borough intereft of his family, added to^ a matrimonii 
al alliance with that of the late Earl Bathurft, at length pro- 
cured him a filk gown, the place of a Welch judge, and even 
elevated him to the coif, while yet a yery young man. I^e 
was accordingly called to the degree of ferjeant at law, on be- 
ing appointed one of the juftices of the court of King's Bench. 

In this capacity his abilities had full play, as he pofleffes 
great quicknefs of perception, readily forefees the confequen- 
ces of fa£ls, and anticipates the drift of an argument at the 
firft glance ; but, like the great lawyer whom he has been 
ambitious of copying, he is fometimes rather too hafty in 
drawing his conclufions. 

As 
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As feon M he kSumtd the ermme, he inftandy attradcd 

the particular attentkm of Lord Msmsfield, ami akhoQgh 

the yontigcft judge that was ever promoted to the bench, yet 

his opinion had always more influence with the Chief JuflSce 

/than that of any of his collegues. 

Our judge has alfo at times been accufcd of fomewhaf 
bordering on petulance of difpofition, which has led h!m 
into rather unpleafant altercations. An inftance of this oc* 
curted at the famous trial of the Dean of St. Afaph> when^ 
after pufliing his oppofition to his quondam pupil> Mr. Erf- 
kine, to threats and defiance, he at length fufiered him ta fet 
his authority at nought, and even allowed him to proceed ili 
the interrogatories the judge had fo ftrenuouily oppofed. 

Vfhtn Lord Mansfield was about to retire, he exerted the 
regains of his once-powerful intereft to procure the nond- 
nation 6f BuUer to fucceed him, and is even faid to have re- 
tained his poft, on this very account, fome time after he had 
btfcn difenabled by hljj infirmities from performing its duties. 

Some time fincfe Sir Francis exhibited a wifli to retire from 
the Kifl'g^s Beftth, and propofed an exchange for a feat in the 
Common Pleas, but difficulties then occurred, which defer- 
ted the accompliftiment of his wifhes. Me was then fecofld 
on the Bench, and had he removed during the life of Jnijgii 
Gould, he muft have fat a^ third only in the Common fteasj 
but on the death of that truly venerable and honeft: man, he 
had his wilh gratified, by a removal from the fuppofed ob- 
jeft of his difpleaftire. 

.He was lately'placed at the head of the Special Commifli- 
on for trying the (late prifoners at Maidftone, and he muft 
be allowed by all candid men to have conduaed himfclf with 
great hnpartiality. A clrcumft^nce happened on Jthis oeca. 
Bon which gave the judge an opportunity to flicw.his 
Impartiality to great advantage 5 we mean the dif- 
eovery of the tetter written by the R^. Mn Tpung, 
(on of the Sec«ttary of the Board of Agriculture; 
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of ^^bich ve (ball not % a £bgLr wxund^ a$ be i$ now wder 
]Upfc(;utionL by tbe Attorney Qfneral. 

Tbe compUments paid by the judge to Mr« 'Posh the PuJIs^ 
of ]Kozfolk» Juord Sufiblk, and other voUmien aod g^tlc^ 
Qien la Qppo6tion» have drawn down npon his he^ tb^ 
sibuCe of fonje of tbe Minifterial papers ; and by a ilxaogr 
fataUtyt the great lawyer^ formerly fuij)e£ted of leaoing to- 
waDd9 deipotiiqi, is conCderedby theoi a3 ^ preieot tpp lit- 
tle attached to prerogative. 

Sir Fran£i3 xeCdes j^t bis country-pfeat in a manner worthy 
ijbe imitation of bis brethren of the long robe. Uojbeodivg 
Sxam tbe leftraint of the coif, he lives without ojQientation -, 
but bis table is a bofpitable one» and be pays every attention 
to his gueOa. Qay^ facetious, liberal in bis converfatioQ 
aad opinions^ be defpifes the petty pxqudices of the day^ 
and proves that he has conGdered nunkipd, rather in the 
cbana^^ of a philofbpher than a lawyer. 

Mhg^ to bis honour he has improved great portions of 
th^ wafte land in his neighbourhood, and when tbefe a;re 
bcoi^ht into a ftate of cultivation, he builds cottages, dj)A 
pfjptwHis thesffi out into little farms, at eafy rents* 

XhMiftf while he is benefiting the prefent age, he is aUb 
creating a 9obIe fortune for bis pofterity ! 
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THIS gentleman, better known by his poetical appdUti- 
qn of Peter J^indar, is a native of that part of Devonfliire 
which has been called the Garden of England. He was 
educated, we believe, at Kinglbrid^e, near which Ke was 
born. Tbe fcboolmaftcr of that town, an exceeding gpod 
fghplatK, and a man of mod amiable manners, was aquakcr* 

The 
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The uncle of our bard being a fingle man, and eftablifli-' 
cd at Fowey, in Cornwall, as an Apothecary, took his ne- 
phew, when young, with a view to his fucceeding him in 
his bufinefs. Here he acquired a tolerable fhare oi mjcdical 
knowledge ; and was in great efteem with his kinfman, and 
the neighbourhood. At his leifure hours he cultivated his 
mind by the perufal of the beft modern writers ; and im- 
proved himfelf confiderably in the art of drawing, towhicH 
he (hew/cd an early propenfity. 

On the appointment of Sir William Trelawney to be Go- 
vernor of Jamaica, about the vcar 1769, Mr. Wolcott fck 
a ftrong inclination to accompany him, efpccially as that 
gentleman was a diftant relation of his owni and a great 
friend to the family. He accordingly preffed his uncle, not 
only to give his confent to the projeft, but alfo to folicit the 
favour from Sir William. 

The old gentleman was at firft extremely concerned at this 
turn in his nephew's mind. It was a complete overthrow of 
his favourite fcheme refpefting him, and it was moreOYer 
depriving himfelf of a mod: ufefal afliftant. Remdn- 
ftrances, however, were vain ; and therefore, with the 
greateft good nature, he waited upon the Governor, and 
obtained the favour that the young adventurer fhould make 
one in his fuite. 

In the voyage the (hip touched at Madeira, where Peter, 
enchanted with the beauties which nature fo luxuriantly 
exhibits in that ifland, wrote fome exquifite fonnets. On 
his arrival at Jamaica, he commenced furgcon, with which 
he blended the praftice of phyfic, and was actually nominat- 
ed Phyfician General to the ifland. A circumftancc howe- 
ver occurred that diverted him for fome time from his me- 
dical career, and threw him into the arms of a profei&on, 
for which few men were ever lefs qualified. 

The incumbent of the moft valuable living in Jamaica 
happened to pay the laft tribute to nature not long after the 

Doaor 
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Dodor fettled there. Whether his praJHce had not becii 
fufficiently lucrative, or what other motive poflefled him, 
"#6 know not, but.certain it is, he looked upon the vacant 
Tt&orj with a wifhful eye. As there was no clergyman at 
hand to fupply the place of the deceafed, the phyGciah of 
die body commenced phyfician of the foul, and a£tually of- 
ficiated- for a confiderable time in this capacity, reading the 
prayers of the church of England, and preaching occafion- 
ally. 

Fearing, at length, that he (hould be fupcrfcded, by a re- 
gular minifter properly inftituted to the living, the Do^or 
fct out for England, carrying with him ftrong letters of re- 
commendation to the BiQiop of London, that he might not 
only .be ordained but alfo be appointed to the church which 
he had ferved. 

But though his application was backed pretty ftrongly by 
foriie very confiderable friends in England, the Bilhop re- 
fufed to admit him, on the ground, we believe, of his hav- 
ing prefumed to perform the minifterial duties without being 
properly licenfed thereto. 

In confequence of this difappointment, the Do£lor de- 
clined revifiting his patients and parifliioners in the Weft 
Indies ; but having previoufly obtained the degree of M.D. 
from one of the Scotch univerfities, he went down tb the 
place of his former refidcnce, and after living there fome 
time, removed to Truro, where he praftifed for feveral 
years as a phyfician, with great credit and fuccefs^ About 
this time his uncle died, and left him nearly two thoufand 
pounds. 

The doSor's fatlrical vein (hewed itfclf on various occa- 
fions in Cornwall ; particularly in fome humorous jokcs^ 
which he played off upon the late Mr. Rofewarne, of Truro, 
and other gentlemen of the' neighbourhood. He was alfo 
^ng^g^ in fome troublefome and expenfive lawfuitss one of. 
which was with the corporation of Truro, relative to their 

. ri^t 
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rig)it of pinning ¥»9P him ii psmfl) appwoti<KI, {p l^mfiH 
qV/^Ape pf tjl»^& 4irpil(e^i h^ fpupd tjiiat p^ft q/F t^ hif^^ 

i^vrifif bis nfi^fft in ^ loup^y, t}ie Ppi^pr ha4 m 

zMPi^l gmi^9> wbd Qfftef iKri^ 9ugl|« hi{¥C bcefi bup^ iflt 
toMl Q^l^i^Hf gr At tb« rnpft b^l^ b^9 ^ £gP-»Pfiintev 19 }^ 
pative country. The perfon wc allude to was John Oi^p, 
vbpfe ru4fi /dfftviflg9 in ^ommPP fMi» efpepjally life^i^r* 
fee, our Dfi£lof vinw^ wi* fofn« -^ujrip/iity ^ad ^dmiratifiP 
ia hU ridw thr^ugK tfei? viMjige pf St. Anne, wh?rf Qpif^ 
waa 9 p»Jfift appf€*itie§ l^ ope Vf\mfkT^9 ?^ bpttfe cgFe^^tft* 

Thefc Awwings awi« fo fopwripi tp wh^ gp^Jd ba ef^p^ 
ed in fuch a place, and from fuch a perfon, t^gt ijb^ pbf ^Ir 
cian wa» inidv^4 jtQ fe^fpnu? bi$ iflftru^Qr afi4 hi$ p^t^n. 
Hf afZCQirdiilgly fl»r9i%4 bJPi Witb niajtecials, ai>d g^jr/e l^ 
le&)n$9 by wblob br pro$l;c4 i» a fj^ap^ej: th^t furprifAd ^ 
4pligbtj3d tbr b^PfyQlRP^ mt^^ H^Y^Pg P^ad^ g rj^pid piEfh 
grefs, Opie went to Exeter, where j^ acqi^ired ipipQ l^plywi^ 
l^ of oil paip^iqg. ¥fom tk^t PMy itue riQmpy.c;d to ]^n- 
dop, a84 uncter Sir Jx?ft#a RgypfiWs j^c^ipe opp of tbcpw# 
emisent Ettifti pf ihfi age. 

W« arc AMTvy tQ fyem?irk« b^w^fsr, tb^it a vp}qit mifii^r^ 
derftanding tpok place duripg (omi^ yi?ar« i^t^re/^ t|tf ^f^r 
tor and his pupil, apd fr^e) what wjs ca# l?arp> 4^ ca^ufe 
Qiigkiated io d)£ forg^tfulnsf^ vjih whic]^^ t^ J^^ter i^^i^ 
ed tojtreat his Qbliggtion9 tQ th? foripPf* 

Of the doctor's poetical produdlions while he was ekpgffg* 
ed an tlie pmOilcc of. phyiS.€, yfz h^p feep opl^y opp jlffci- 
2^a; bucduitis as exiC^l^ept ppe, s^^ we Upft Qyri]|ea4f^ 
ipriliba pieitfisd wilbuiS for 'wbffH^ j^t ip tj^is plai:;e. 

In the jrcar.i77<J, vebep Mr^ :?p|yrlwte» veU-kww?i bf 
lui variQui publications) w^ jMt Tr^prfehpcl, h^ ba4 give^i 
toiiimltMr w erefiiiig e;Ker^i£R, <p bf tit^aiUW ipi& S^i^jfllu 
di^feUowing beautiful Latin Epigram on fleep ; 
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Somne levis, quamquam certiflima mottis imago, 
' Con(brtem cupio te tamen c(Te tori : 

Alma quies, optata veni ; nam. Tie, fine vita 
Viycrc, quam iuave eft ; (ic, fine morte, morf. 

Of this epigram the doftor was requefted to give a tranf- 
lation^ which he produced in a few minutes as follows : 

Come, geotk deep, attend thy votary's prayer. 
And the' death's image to my coi\ch repair. 
How fweet, thus lifelefs, yet with life to lie, 
Thns, wi:bpat dying, O how fwe^t to d]fi ! 

Our author's firft literary produftion was an " Epi/lU to 
" the Reviewers^* 4to. 1782, a truly laughable piece of fa- 
tire, and certainly difcharged againd fair game. His next 
performance was " Lyric Odes to the Royal Academicians^* 
1 785, in which is a happy mixture of wit, tafte, and ele- 
gance, but at the fame time it mud be allowed, that a want 
of candour diftinguiflies the criticifms, and particularly with 
refpeA to the paintings of Mr. Weft. 

In the year following be publifhed another fet of odes to 
the members of the Royal Academy, bearing the fame cha- 
ra£leriftics. About the fame time he produced a perform- 
ance of more originality and boldnefs. This was the Louftad^ 
a mock heroic poem, abounding in wit, humour, and 
ftrength. 

The foundation on which our Satirift ere£led this lively 
piece^ was this : — His Majefty one evening at fupper ob- 
ferved a human hair upon his plate, among fome green 
peas. This ofFenfive objeft occafioned a decree to be iflucd 
forth, that all the cooks, fcullions, &c. in the royal kit- 
chen, fliould have their heads fliaved. Great murmurings 
were excited by this mandate -, but the law, like that of the 
Afedes and Perfians, was irrevocable. 

On this incident, Peter formed his excellent produ£lion ; 

only changing the hair, by virtue of the licentia ^eticay to a 

Jiviflg animal I 
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His next produftion was an cpiftlc to James BosWell, 
Efq. the felf-fufficicnt attendant upon Dr. Johnfon to the 
Hebrides. This was followed by Boizi and Piozzi»" in 
which the folly of tittle tattle biographers is expofed in the 
happieft manner. 

The grcateft fucccfs attended our author's publications. 
Never did any fatirift difplay fuch various excellence. Thofc 
who difapproved his fentiments, and were offended at his 
freedom and want of refpeft for authority, could not read 
his poems with unmoved mufcles. To give a catalogue of 
his numerous writings would be ncedlefs. ^There can be 
no occafion to fpccify at length what is univcrfaily knowDi 
and as univerfally admired. ThoUgh our author has flione 
mod confpicuoufly as a fatirift, and here indeed his fplen- 
dour has been of an extraordinary brilliancy, yet the rea- 
der of his fonnets will fometimes be difpofed to regret his 
having devoted fo much of his time and genius to temporary 
and perfonal fubje£ls. 

The admirers of poetical excellence may laugh at our 
bard's pleafant tales and whimficaJ defcriptions 5 but they 
will fetl a more exquifite fenfation on reading the tender 
and fentimental efFufions of his pen. 

The Doftor, we underftand, lately fuperintendcd a ncw^ 
edition of Pilkington's diftionary of Painters, to which he 
made fome additions. Before we conclude, it may notice 
amifs to remark, that in his converfation our Satirift does 
not exhibit* either that facetioufnefs or acerbity which are 
fo eminently difplayed in his works. 

Neither ought w^e to finiih this article without obferving, 
that Meffrs. Robinfons, Golding, and Walker, agreed, in 
1795, to pay Dr. W. an annuity of i^ol. per annum^ for 
the copy-right of his works. Unfortunately, owing to 
fome obfcurity in drawing up the agreement, it has been 
contended by one party, that' it implies only thofc of the 
Poet already publiihcd, while the others wilh to include ail 
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that may hereafter be given to the world, by the facetious 
Peter. 

We arc forry to add, that an a£iton at common law has 
been fucceeded by a chancery fuit ; and without entering in- 
to the merits of a queftion, on which fome future Chan- 
cellor may decide in the courfe of the nineteenth century 
we mod cordially recommend an amicable adjuilment, and 
immediate compromife to all parties. What a pity, that the 
rapacious harpies' of the law (hould be permitted to fwallow 
up the patrimony of the Mufes ! 

Our poet, we believe, once more praftifes as a phyfician. 
Lately recovered from an afihmay he has acquired an inti^ 
mate acquaintance with the theory of that difeafe, and \% 
hitnfelf a living inftance, that with (kilful management it is 
not fatal, even in its laft and word ftages. He has alfo 
minutely inveftigated the ftrufture of that delicate organ, 
the human can 

This is a fpccies of knowledge neither to be obtained on 
the fummit of ParnaiTus, nor drawn from the fountain 
Hippocrene ; but there is a certain univerfality in genius, 
irhich, indeed, con (litutes one of its chief charadle rift ics. 

w. 
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LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 

Primate of all England. 

SOME of the ableft and beft prelates of whom the 
Church of England has to boaft, originally arofe from very 
humble fituations in fociety. The catalogue of her primates, 
in particular, almoft entirely confifts of perfons of lowly e*- 
tra£iion. Cranmer, Parker, Grindal, and Whitgift, the 
great pillars of the church eftablifhment after the feparation 
from the papal yoke, were all of a mean defc^ntj^ if, as in 

K 2 the 
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the vulgar phrafcology of common life, poverty, and mean- 
nefs be fynonymous. 

Archbifliop Abbot was educated and maintained by pub- 
lic charity. 

Laud's father was a weaver ; fo was Tillotfon's ; and 
none of them appear to have been in circumftances to pro- 
vide for his fon. 

Potter was a fcrvitor in his college 5 and both Herring 
and Seeker were more indebted to good fortune, and lucky 
hits in life, than to family connexions, for their elevation 
to the epifcopal bench. 

Nor has this been the cafe only with the church of Eng- 
land. The mod eminent of the Roman pontiffs fprung 
from obfcurity ; and the poor people in Italy, until of late, 
have been accuftomed to excite in their children an applica- 
tion to ftudy, by relating to the.n the ftory of Pope Sixtus 
the Fifth. That great man was the fon of a cottager ; and 
on his elevation to the tiaraj he ufed to fay in contempt 
of the pafquinadcs that were made upon his birth, that he 
was (domus natus illujlri^ ) " born of an illuflrious houfe, 
" becaufe the fun-beams paffing through the brokenwallsand 
'^ ragged roof, illujlrated every corner of his father's hut !" 

Dr. Moore, the prefent Archbifliop of Canterbury, is a 
native of Glouccfter, where his father was a butcher, in 
fuch low circumftances that he could not afford, the cx- 
pences ncccff^ry to give his fon that liberal education which 
he both defired and dcfcrved. He was therefore brought up 
at the free fohool of his native city, and on account of his 
docility of behaviour and promifing talents, fomc friends 
procured for him a humble fituation in Pembroke College, 
Oxford, whence he afterwards removed to Chrifl-Church. 

While at college, he applied himfelf to his fludies with 
confiderable affiduity, and acquired great refpc£l by his 

* This is 9 play upon words., and qwfoitpnately ^oTcs much of iu po^i^t 
^y tranflation. 

modcft 
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modeft demeanour, the regularity of his conduct, and his 
claffical attainments. 

He had, however, with all thefe qualifications, no higher 
profpe£t before him than that of a country curacy, till one 
of thofe lucky circumftances liappened, which fometimes 
occur in the great game of human life, and bring the ob- 
fcureft individual to the mod unlikely of all fituations. 

The late Duke of Marlborough affe£led to love the ftudy 
of mathematics; and' in confequence of that propenfity, 
Mr. Blifs, Savilian profcflor of geometry and aftronomer 
royal, was frequently at Blenheim. In one of his vifits 
there, the Duke aiked the profeflbr to recommend him a 
young man qualified to a£t as private tutor to the Marquis 
of Blandford. Blifs, whofe ideas never went beyond the 
prefent circumftance, had no thoughts of his own fon, but 
was puzzling his brains to pitch upon fome perfon that 
might anfwer the Duke's purpofe. At the time he was 
thus ruminating, young Moore happened to be ftrolling in 
the park, and as he was of the fame college with the Pro- 
feflbr, who refpefted his charafter, he at once mentioned 
him to his Grace, as one well qualified to undertake the 
charge. 

In confequence of this recommendation, Mr. Moore was 
fent for, who readily accepted the offer which was made 
him. But the pride of the Duchefs would not permit her 
to allow her fon's tutor to dine in her prefence ; and there- 
fore Mr. Moore was obliged to put up with a place at the 
fecond table. The mortification arifing from this circum- 
ftance, perhaps, was not then very great : but it is re- 
markable, that this haughty dame when (he became a wi- 
. dow, actually courted the very fame tutor to receive her 
hand I 

Few men in Mr. Moore's circumftances would have fcru- 
pled how to aft on fuch an occafion. His prudence, however^ 
made him forefce that no real good could well refult to him 

from 
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from an ncceptance of the propofal ; and he accordingly de^ 
chned it. This generous condu£l endearing him to his pu- 
pil and the whole family, every exertion was made to pro- 
mote his advancement in the church. 

As a (irft ftep, the young Duke fettled an annuity of 
400/. upon Dr. Moore, and obtained for him, in 1769, a 
golden prebend in the cathedral of Durham, to which a 
valuable living was annexed. In 1771, his Grace perfon- 
ally folicited for him, of the King, the Deanery of Canter- 
bury, and obtained it i in 17751 he was made Bifhop of 
Bangor. 

On the death of Dr. Frederick Cornwallis, in 1783, the 
fee of Canterbury was offered to the two greateft prelates 
that then ornamented the Engliih Church, Lowth and 
Hurd. The former declined the tranflation, from his great 
age, and the latter, from his attachment to his own diocefe 
of Worcefter. It is reported, but upon what ground we 
will not venture to fay, that his Majefty, on this, dcfircd 
each of thofe great men to recommend one of the bifhops to 
him, as the fitted in their judgment to fill the metropoliti- 
cal chair 5 and that they both, without having any know- 
lege of each other's opinion, mentioned Dr. Moore. 

To have fupprefled this anecdote in this place would have 
been wrong, becaufe the ftory has been very generally re- 
ported, and it may be true. As for our part, we arc in- 
clined to believe that the real fad is otherwife, and that his 
advancement to the primacy was the effeA of the fame pa^ 
tronagc which firft raifed him in the church. ' Mod un- 
doubtedly he had not evinced any of thofe (Irong powers 
which could have produced fo remarkable a predileflion in 
his favour in the minds of his learned brethren ; befides, 
we might fay, that it is very unlikely a poft of fuch confe- 
quence (hould, in a manner, be fuffered to go a-begging. 

Let the matter be as it may, Dr, Moore obtained the ne 
plus ultra of ecclefiaftical dignity, and his condu£l in it has 

been 
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been fo decorous, as to re£e£i; great honour upon him«- 
fdf and his patrons. The fee of Canterbury requires 
a very temperate perfon 5 and his grace has exafUy fteefed 
that courfe, which his illuflrious predecefTorSi Tillotfon and 
Seeker, purfued with credit to themfelves and benefit to 
the church. 

He has wifely avoided taking any a£live part in political 
difputes, neither has he adopted any fteps to inflame the 
minds of diffenters on the one hand, nor to alarm the friends 
of orthodoxy on the other. 

When any meafure has been before the Houfe of Peers, 
in which the intereils of the church were at all concerned, 
his Grace has generally been an able, but moderate fpeaker. 
During his primacy, the extenfion of toleration, and epifco- 
pacy have taken place ; for the Catholics have been greatly 
relieved, and Bifhops have been appointed in- America. 
Both thefe circumftanccs had his Grace's countenance and 
fupport. He has, moreover, been the conftant friend of 
merits and numerous afts of generous patronage might be 
recorded in his praife. 

It too frequently happens, that men of obfcure origin af- 
feft to forget the lowly ftock from whence they fprung. An 
elevation for which they were no way prepared by family 
connexions, generally turns their heads dizzy with falfe 
pride ; and then a view of their humble defcent becomes of- 
f en five. Former frienidihips and fituations are confequently 
wiped out of their remembrance, and poor relations are 
carefully fliunned, or arecaft into thefliade, to fubfift on a 
pittance privately bellowed, that they may not tarnilh tbe 
dignity of the great perfonage to whom they have the "for- 
tune to be allied. He who' rifes fuperior to this common 
failing is a true philofophcr, and worthy of our cfteem. 

Dr. Moore no fooner began tQ tafte the fweets of proi^ 
perity, than be eagerly haftened to communicate a portion^ 
of them to his family ; and as he advanced in preferment, 

his 
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.bis attention to them was proportionably encreafed. This is 
an eulogy far more honourable than that derived from the 
mod illullrious talents, or the mod fplendid a£lions. 

The Archbifliop has only printed two fermons ; the one 
preached on the thirtieth of January, 1777, before the 
I^rds, and the other on the faft-day in 1781. 

His Grace married a fiiler of Lord Auckland^ by whofn 
he has feveral children. 

e 
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THAT eminent conftellation, which once illuminated tlie 
literary hemifphere with fuch fplendour, and in which John- 
son flione with the molt dilUnguilhed iuftre, has for fome 
time, been reduced to a very fmall number of luminarics- 

The veteran who now calls for our confideration long 
moved in this illuftrious circle with confiderable reputation, 
and enjoyed a degree of applaufe, on account of his pro- 
du£tions, which hat been the lot of but few. He has, 
however, feen the greateft ornaments of literature cut off, 
and hardly any others worthy notice arifing in their place. 
He has beheld the new philofophy fpreading its glare wide 
around, and obtaining admiration ; and he has lived to wit- 
nefs a new theatrical tafte, ufurping the province of the ge- 
nuine drama, and threatening complete deftru£lion to one 
of the fined branches of poefy. 

He has alfo exifted long enough to witnefs a revolution, 
not only in matters of a political nature, but in manners, 
fentiment, and amufemcnts. Surely fuch a man, ftill re- 
taining all his faculties in their prlftine vigour, cannot con- 
template the furrounding fccne in which he is nearly ifo- 
lated, without feeling all his fenfibilities wounded ! But 
Idt us wave refledlion, and proceed to narrative. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Murphy was born in Cork, about the year 1727, 
and received in that city the rudiments of his education. 
From Ireland he was fent to thejefuit's College at St.Omer's, 
and attained in that learned fcminary a very extenfive know- 
lege of the Latin language. 

His uncle, who refided in the Weft-Indies, defigning 
him for trade, he was placed in a Banking-houfe in Lom- 
bard-ftreet. But the Mufes foon attrafted him from the 
bill-book and the ledger ; and inftead of applying himfelf to 
commercial ftudies, all his attention was devoted to the 
writings of the moft elegant authors, ancient and modern. 

The compting-houfe was of courfe foon entirely aban- 
doned : and, with a very fcanty pittance of this world's 
ftore, he entered himfelf, in 1750, a member of the Socie- 
ty of Gray's Inn, and became an adventurer in literature, 
partly from neceffity and partly from choice. 

At firft, indeed, he formed the defign of adopting the 
ftage as a profeffion, but after two or three eflays, one of 
which was in the charafter of Othello, he found himfelf 
better qualified to 'write plays than to a5l them.* 

Hii 



* Charles Churchill, the celehrated fatirift, was perhaps too feverc on this 
mttcmpt on the part of Mr. Murphy, whom he always perfecuted with a 
rancour that feemed, Irom its violence, to have arifen in perfonal diflike : 

*< In perfon tall, a figure form'd to pleafe, 
<* If fymmctry could charm, deprived of eafe ; 
<* When motionlefs he (lands, we all approve : 
*• What pity 'tis the Thing was made to move! 

^ His voice in one dull, deep, uitvary'd found, 
«• Seems to break forth from caverns under ground; 
" From hollow cheft, the low fepulchrai note 
'^ Unwilling heaves, and druggies iu his throat. 

** Could authors butcher'd give an a£lor grace, 
** All mud to him redgn theforemod place. 
'* When he attempts, ia fbme one fav'rite part, 
" To ape the feelings of a manly heart, 
** His honed features the diiguife defy, 
** And his face loudly gives his tongue the lie. 

" Still in eiLtreme, he knows no happy mean, 

•* Or raving mad, or dupidly fcrene : 

u In 
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His firft literary undertaking that we know of was the 
Gray's Inn Journali which he commenced in 17529 and 
continued for two years. This work was not without its 
merits or even celebrity, though when compared with the 
other periodical papers of the fame time, particularly the 
formidable Rambler, it fniks into'infignificance. This pub- 
lication, however, was the means of introducing the author 
to the acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnfon, and as the anec- 
dote is curious, it is worth relating in this place. 
. Mr. Murphy was on a vifit at tlie country-houfe of.Foote, 
when a paper was wanted for his journal. Being ill-difpof- 
ed for compofition, the Englifli Ariftophanes produced a 
new French mifcellany, in which was an Eaftern apologue 
remarkably ingenious. This pleafed our auihor fo wtsll, that 
he tranflated it at once^ and fent it to hisj^rinter. On his 
return to town, he found that this tale had been taken by 
the French writer from Johnfon's Rambler without kcknow- 
legement. Hurt at this unintentional plagiarifm. Murphy 
waited upon Johnfon, and made his apology. The meralift' 
was eaHIy pacified ; and an acquaintance commenced, which 
continued till Johnfon's death. 

At the beginning of the prcfent reign, Murphy enlided 
as a party-writer, in vindication of Lord Bute's adminiftra- 
tion; and though his labours were but feeble, in compari- 
fon with the keen attacks of Opposition, he was handfome- 
ly rewarded by thofe whofc caufe he efpoufed. 

At this time he was in habits of intimacy with Mr. 
Wilkes ; and though they were engaged in a fierce paper 
war, the former in the Auditory and the latter in the North 

Briton^ 

** In cold-wrought fcenrs the lifelefs a£lor flags, 
" In pafOon, tears the pafCon into rags. 

" Can none remember ? — yes— I know all mud— > 
^* When in the Mooa he ground his teeth to dud ; 
** When o'er the ftage he foUy*6 (landard bore, 
** Whild common ienfe Hood trembling at the door.*' 

RosciAD, 1. 363. 
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£nton^ yet they knew not, for fomc time, that they were 
fighting with each other. On the difcovery of the fecret, 
Wilkes's panizans entered into a refolution tooppofe any 
new piece which Mr. Murphy might bring forward on the 
ftage. Accordingly, when our author's farce of ** What we 
muft all come to/* was perfornred, a violent party«fpirit 
manifefted itfelf ; and the piece, though free from any poli- 
tical allufionsi was damned! Some years afterwards it was 
again produced, under the title of " Three Weeks after 
•* Marriage," when it received unmixed applaufe, and has 
continued a favourite entertainment ever fince. 

Murphy expoltulated with Wilkes on the coadud: of his 
friends, and the* patriot not only difavowed any (hare in 
their proceedings, but promifed, that (hould any future 
occafion offer, he would himfelf come forward with his par- 
ty in the offended bard's fupport. 

As a political writer, Mr. Murphy never rofc to any dif- 
tinguifhed eminence, otherwife we fuppofc he would have 
obtained either preferment or a penfion. The only thing 
with which he was favoured, as far as we know, was the 
poft of Commiflioner of Bankrupts, which he held till the 
appointment of Lord Thurlow to the great feal ; and when 
the prefent Chancellor came into office, he replaced his old 
friend upon the 11(1. 

Though regularly c^led to the bar by the fociety of Lin- 
coln's Inn, after a long ftruggle, he never obtained any ex- 
tenfive pra£2:ice, nor any fliare of credit on account of legal 
abilities. He, however, went the Norfolk circuit for a con- 
fidcrable time. 

As a writer, he has (hone moft in dramatic poetry ; and it 
may be faid of him, what few who have written for the ftage 
can boaft, that he has been equally fuccefsful in comedy and 
tragedy. His pieces in the former line evince great know- 
Icge of the world, and a minute acquaintance with the hu- 
man 
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man charafter, combined with that livelinefs of fancy which 
is eflcntially ncceffary to produce the fenfations of mirth. 

In his tragedies^ one remarks a happy delineation of cha- 
rader, joined to a due mixture of the pathetic and heroic^ 
dothedwith language at once appropriate, eafy, and elegant. 
So great has been the fuccefs of his plays, that though the 
receipts of the former Drury-lane theatre never amounted to 
three hundred pounds a night, he gained eight hundred 
hundred pounds by his " Grecian Daughter -," and very 
near the fame fum by " His Way to keep Him." 

Mr. Murphy's intimacy with the fir ft geriiufes of the age 
tended greatly to im.TOve his taile, and confequently to ren- 
der his produ6^ions elegant. Such an aflbciaticn is of won- 
derful benefit to a rifing and emulous writer. In the com- 
pany of fuch as Johnfon and Burke, a man poflefTed of any 
portion of genius could not fail to have improved his mind. 
To have been in habits of clofe friendfliip with thefeperfons 
required no finall portion of literary and moral merit. 

Mr. Murphy had the credit of introducing Johnfon to the 
acquaintance of Mr. Tl.rale. Kc was aifo a member of tlic 
club which Johnfon infiitated in EfTcx-ftrcet. 

In 1 762 he wrote an EfTay on the Life and Genius of Hen- 
ry Fielding, prefixed to tV:e ccm^^lete edition of that writer's 
works, for which he received a confidcrable fum. On this 
occafion he behaved in a manner which few biographers 
will, perhaps, be difpofed to imitate. A cjnfiderable quan- 
tity of letters and anecdotes were put into his hands, by Sir 
John Fielding, and others, to ekicidute the memoir. On 
examining thefe cor.imunicatio:is, he found that many of 
them were well adapted to amufe the public, but that at the 
fame time they tended to tarnifli the memory of the dc- 
ceafed. He, therefore, fupprefl'ed them ; and gave to his 
produftion the qualified title of an efTay. He followed a 
fimilar line of conduft with refpcft to the life of his friend 

Johnfon, 
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his frrend Johnfon, which was publiflied in 175;!, and for 
which he was handfomely rewarded. 

About the fame time appeared his tranflation of Tacitus, 
in four quarto volumes. In this work he had been engaged 
for many years ; and there is a circumftance refpe6ling it 
which does Mr. Murphy infinite honour. Not long before 
the publication of this work, a nobleman of high rank and 
confequence in the political world fignificd to the tranflator 
his wifh to? have it dedicated to him. Murphy, however, 
had previoufly determined to infcribe his labours to the man 
whom he mod eftccmed, the immortal Burke, and he ac- 
cordingly made a noble facrifice of interefl to friendfbip ! 

His laft literary produftion was a tragedy never perform- 
ed, entitled ** Arminius -," and he has been lately engaged 
in writing the life of the modern Ariftophanes, Samuel 
Foote. 

Mr. Murphy's claflical knowledge and tafte appear to 
great advantage in his Latin poems, particularly in a verfion 
of Gray's Elegy ; and we remember to have feen an elegant 
tranflation of Addifon's Letter from Italy, written by him, 
but never printed. 

Mr. Murphy ufually refides at Hammerfmith, enjoying 
an eafy independence. He is a very entertaining companion, 
abounding in anecdotes, of which he is engagingly commu- 
nicative in company. His charafter is highly refpedlable ; 
and he enjoys the intimacy of fome of the firfl: perfonages 
in the kingdom. 

Weareforry, however, to obferve, that his health is on 
the decline, and that ,he has been obliged to go to Briftol, 
for the benefit of the waters. W. 
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EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

WILLIAM, Earl of Dartmouth, fuccccded hU father in 
the year 1731, being then only twenty-five years of age. 
In 1755 ^^ cfpoufed a rich heirefs of the name of Nichob, 
by whom he got a very confiderable addition to his fortune, 
and in 1757 waschofen Recorder of Litchfield. 

His Lordfhip being of a pious turn of mind, his condu£l 
has been chiefly marked by an attention to religious duties, 
for which, as well as corrcftnefs of manners, he has been 
more diftinguifhed than mod men of the fame rank. Not- 
withdanding this, he has not entirely abftrafled himfelf from 
public affairs, for we find him at times filling fome of the 
moft confiderable offices in the ftate. 

His Lordlhip connefted himfelf early in life with the 
Rockingham party, and when they came into power in 
1765, he was made Firft Lord of Trade, and fworn of the 
privy-council. 

He, however, does not fcem to have continued ftaunch 
to his old friends, for although he went out with theik, yet 
about the year 177^ he was induced to accept of the poft of 
Secretary of State, and foon after removed to the head of 
the board of trade. In this fituation he took a warm and de- 
cided part againftthe Americans, which recommended him 
fo much to his Majefty, that in 1775 he had the cuftody of 
the Privy Seal confided to him, which ofiicc he retained dur- 
ing the whole remaining term of Lord North's adminiftration. 

This noble Lord, who, along with the late Baron Smythe, 
was the chief fupporter of the evangelical preachhig at the 
Lock chapel, is by many confidered a methodifl. It is fome- 
what remarkable that a man of his retired and ferious turn of 
mind fhould engage in the bufy career of politics. Soon 
after his difmiffion, he joined the coalition, and by them was 
appointed Lord Steward of the Houfehold, which place he 
retained about nine months^ and when his friends were driven 

QUt 
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out of power, he retired with them, and has continued ever 
fince in the obfcurity of private life. 

During the ftruggle about the regency he took the fide of 
the prince, for which his Highnefs (hewed his gratitude, by 
appointing his fon. Lord Lewiiham, Warden of the Stan- 
naries of Cornwall. 

Lord Dartmouth is efteemed a man of fenfe> and was con- 
f»dered as. a tolerable fpeaker in the Houfe of Lords. In 
private life, he bears the charader of a good hufband, a 
g#od parent, and a kind mafter ; aqd is, on the whole, one 
of the moft inoffenfive among the nobility. 

So early as the year 1755, ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^*^^ ^r. James 
Hervcy, author of the " Meditations," &c. one of his Lord- 
iUp's intimates, and fpeaking highly of his pious difpofition. 

He was aUbthe clofe friend of the late Countefsof Hun* 
dngdon, Mr. George Whitfield, and all the eminent fupport- 
era of Calviniftical Methodifm. It muft be allowed, that as 
a pfivate man he has borne himfelf with an uniform charac-^ 
tcr through life 5 and with the profejfton of piety, has invari-^ 
ably conneded the praEike of it/ 



THE HON. AND REV. DR. SHUTE B ARRINGTON, 

LORD BISHOP OP DUrAaM; 

John Shtjte Barrington, who was created an Englifli 
Vifcount in the year 1720, was the intimate friend of the 
immorial Locke, and, like him, a firm aflcrtor of the liber- 
ties of mankind, an acute metaphyfician, and an able expofit- 
or and defender of the facred fcriptures. His Lordfliip died 
the latter end of 1734, and left behind him fix fons, five of 
whom have arrived at great eminence in the profeflions of the 
army, navy, the law, and the church. 

The 
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The fubjeft of our prcfent notice was the youngcft of 
thefc, and was born about the year 1732- He received his 
education at Eton fchool, whence he was removed to the 
univerfity of Oxford, where he was entered of Mcrton Col- 
lege •, but he afterwards went to Chrill-church, of which 
^e became a (ludent. 

He entered into holy orders in 1756, and the year followir 
ing took his degree of Matter of Arts. June loth, 1762, 
the degree of Do£lor of Laws was conferred upon him ; and 
in 1766, on the death of Dr. Taylor, he was prefented to 
a canon refidcntiarifliip in the cathedral of St. Payl. 

In the year 1769 he was made Biftiop of Landaff; and 
while in that ftation he brought a bill into the Houfe of Lords, 
the objcft of which went to check the increafing evil of im« 
trimonial infidelity, by preventing perfons divorced by par- 
liament from marrying thofe with whom they had been cri- 
minal. His Lordfhip obfe'rved, that many afts of adultery 
had been committed folely with the intention to obtain fe- 
paration^ in order to form new alliances ; and, thereforfy 
he was defirous of putting a legal barrier againft that licen- 
tious praflicc. In this attempt he was fupported by the opi- 
nion of the ableft lawyers and divines in the kingdom. His 
laudable defign, however, fell to the ground ; though had it 
taken place, much good would have been cffe£ted by it, and 
the long catalogue of divorces muft have been drawn 
within a very narrow compafs. 

In the year 1782, his Lordfliip was tranflatcd to the fee 
ofSalifbury, where he diftinguifhed himfelf greatly by hb 
liberality in repairing and beautifying the noble cathedral of 
that diocefe ; and on the death of Bifliop Egerton, in I79i> 
he was tranflatcd to Durham; virith the approbation of every 
well-wiflier to the church and ftate. 

In his epifcopal capacity, his Lordfhip has conduced him- 
felf with great dignity of manners, and with the mod ex- 
emplary attention to the duties of his office. 

He 
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He has been very watchful over the behaviour of his cler- 
gy, and has fliewn a mod commendable circumfpeftion 
with refpeft to the charafter and qualifications of candi- 
dates for holy orderis. 

With a laudable zeal to promote the ftudy of facred lite- 
rature, he beftows premiums upon fuch candidates as ex- ^ 
eel in the Hebrew and Greek languages. This,^ we believe, 
is quite a novel praftice ; and doubtlefs, were it generally 
followed, it would not only create a fpirit of emulation in 
young pcrfons preparing for the church, but would, more- 
over, render mod of them aihamed of appearing before the 
Biihop or Archdeacon without a tolerable fliare of facred 
learning. • 

On4f^necdote of his Lordfhip does high honour to his 
liberality; and his piety. A relation of Mrs. Barrington hav- 
ing experienced fome embarrafTments and difappointments 
in life, wiihed to amend his fituatlon (being a military of- 
ficer), by entering into the church, thinking that the Biihop 
would provide handfomely for him. On making the' ne- 
cefiary application to his kinfman, he was afked what pre- 
ferment would fatisfy him. To this home queftion*hfc 
readily anfwered, that about 500/. a-ycar would make him 
a happy man. " You (hall have it," faid his Lordfhip, 
** but not out of the patrimony of the church. I will not 
** deprive a worthy and regular divine to provide for a ne- 
•* ceflitous relation. You fliall have the fum you mention 
•* yearly out of my own pocket." 

The Biihop has publifhed feveral fingle fermons, and 
fomc epifcopal charges, which have been greatly eftcemcd. 
He alfo contributed fome valuable notes to Mr. Bowyer's 
'* Conjedures on the New Teftament," and he has given 
the world an edition of his father's ** Mifcellanea Sacra," 
in three volumes, 8vo. with many additions and correc- 
tions. 

Though a fuppotter of adminiftration, he has conduced 

himfelf in parliament with great moderation. 

W. 
L MR. 
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MR. KING. 

THE chara<^er of an ador^ in private life» has been 
ufually beheld} throughout all Europe* with a certain de- 
^ee of coolnefs, bordering on contempt. In Spain, we 
believcj comedians are not admitted to confejjion^ at this 
yfctj day \ and it is well knowc^ that in France* previoufly 
to the abolition, or at leaft the limitation of the Monarchj* 
they did not ei^oy the rites of fepulture, or, in other words, 
were not permitted to participate of " a Chriftian burial.'* 
In this country, tUiberal prejudices are happily of lefs ayail, 
and the names gf Shakfpeare and of Garrick have ccuttri- 
buted not a little to (hield the whole profeihon froA in^f- 
criminate contumely. 

The obje^ of this memoir, known to all lovers of the 
drama by the familiar name of ^^ Tom King," feems to 
have received a better education than the bulk of the frater«- 
nity. His family, which was refpeftable, fent him to a 
good grammar-fchool in the country, whence, at a preper 
period, he was removed to London, and articled to an at- 
torney. 

He foon, however, became captivated with the ftage; 
and quitting his profeOion, accompanied Shuter, and join^ 
ed a ftroUing company, about thirty miles from London. 
This, of courfc, irritated his parents, who, inftead of en- 
deavouring to reclaim, abandoned and left him to Ihift for 
himfejf. If Tate Wilkinfon is correft in his dates, Mr. 
King muft now have been on the ftage full half a century, 
for he tells us, that he played under Mr. Garrick in 1748. 

Thofe who have feen this excellent aftor of late, will 
fcarcely be induced to believe, that for many years after Ins 
firft appearance he played almoft excluGvely in tragedy^ In 
1748, he performed George Barnwell; and next year ap- 
jpe^ed in Dublin in the character of the Roman Father I 

He 



He at teftgdi obtained an engagement at Bath, where he 
<k>ntrai£^d a friendfhip with Mifs Baker, at that time a ce- 
lebrated dancet, and who is at prefent his wife. 

His fttctcft at Bath recommended him to the managers 
of Druiy-lahc, who employed him at a fmall falary, and 
intruft^d hihi only with inferior parts ; nor could he, for 
fbme timti bbtflin any chata£l:ei' in the leaft fuitable to is 
talents, ^t thertfore quitted that theatre, repaired agahi to 
It^eland, atid a£ted in a confidetable number of comic cha- 
radefSi With grfeit applaufe . He had, by this time, con* 
trived to form in Dublin a very reputable fet of acquaint- 
ance, and would probably have remained in that country, 
had he not forefeen the divifions which were likely to take 
pl«c^ Ih its theatrical concerns. He accordingly applied to 
Mr. Gartick, and the fame of his merit having reached 
England before his ofler, he was engaged at a genteel fa- 
lary. 

Garrick immediately brought him out in the chara£ler of 
Tom, in the ** Confcious Lovers ;" in which, and many 
txher icomic fituations, he obtained uncommon applaufe. 
But what raiibd his fame to the ftandard at which it after- 
wards ftood was his Inimitable performance of Lord Ogleby^ 
in the ** Clandeftine Marriage," which he executed in fo maf- 
tcrly a ftyle, as to obtain the tiaoft flattering attention, and 
greatly aiEft the run of that eJccellent comedy. 

it isfaid, that Garrick intended to play the part himfelf, 
T)ut could not fix on ^ mode df doing it to his mind. 
On this he defired King to try it, and was fo pleafed with 
the firft fpecimen he gave at the rehearfal, that he declared, 
if he could fupport the fame ftyle of afting throughout, it 
would be one of the firft comic charaflers on the ftage. 

On the death of Mr. Powell, in 1765, Mr. King pur- 
chafed his fliare of the Briftol theatre, which turned out 
profitable to him; and with his winter engagement at 
Drury Ljme, produced a very handfome income. He fold 
it, however, a few years after, to Mr. Palmer, of the the- 

L 2 atr 
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atrc at Bath (late of the poft-office), and purchafed the pro- 
perty of Sadler's Wells ; but this not being fo produfVive 
as he wiflied, he difpofed of it to Mr. Wroughton. 

When Mr. Sheridan and the other Partners purchafed 
Drury-lane houfe, that gentleman's inimitable comedy of 
" The School for Scandal" was brought out. This af- 
forded Mr. King a new opportunity of difplaying his ta- 
lents for comedy, in the charafter of Sir Peter Teazle 'f 
and when Sheridan embarked fo deeply in politics^ as to 
prevent his attending the duty of the theatre, he delegated 
his power to King, and appointed him afting manager. 

A little before this, Mr. King had abfented himfelf dur- 
ing a whole feafon from the ftagc ; on his return, he wrote 
an interlude for his introdudtion, called " A dramatic 
Olio," which was well received. He has alfo written 
*« Love at firft Sight," a ballad farce, afted at Drury-lane 
in 1765 ; and " Wit's laft Stake," another farce, played at 
the fame houfe in 1 769. 

But in the midft of this profpcrity, and when he hadrea-^ 
lifed a handfome fortune, a paiTion, which he had long 
fupprefied, is reported to have broke out, and deflroyed his 
pleafmg profpeds. While under Mr* Garrick's dominion^ 
and a candidate for public favour, he difcovered an infur- 
mountable propenfity to play ; and although cautioned 
againft it, yet he could not refift, but loft all his earnings 
at the gaming-table. One night, however, fortune fmiled, 
and he gained fo large a fum as 2000 /. On this he is faid 
to have immediately made a moft folemn declaration, both 
to Garrick and his wife, *^ that he would never touch a 
dice-box again !*' It has even been faid, that he executed 
a bond for a fum of money to the -former, under penalty 
of forfeiture in cafe he ever gamed. Kirg kept his refo- 
lution for many years, until, by the death of his friend 
" Davy,^' he perhaps deemed himfelf abfolved from his 
engagement : having then an extenfive circle of gen- 
teel 
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tecl acquuiatanAe, he was induced to enter himfelf, about 
the year 1784 or 1785, a member of the club at Miles's, 
merely from the love of fociety, and fully fecurej as Jie 
thought, againft the allurements of play. He was, how- 
,4evcr, at laft tempted ; and lofing, at firft, fome fmall fums, 
became vexed, and ventured deeper, until that fortune he 
had been fo Jong accumulating by his exertions was almoft 
totally exhaufted. In confequence of this, he parted with 
fais pretty little villa at Hampton, and exchanged his houfe 
in Gerrard-ftreet for a fmall one in Store-ftreet, Bedford- 
fquare. 

Nor was the lofs of fortune the only difappointment that 
enfued. He was at that time in treaty withi Dr. Ford for a 
{hare of Drury-lane theatre, but this unlucky transfer of his 
property rendered him incapable of making good the pay- 
ment. Some trifling difpute having occurred, in confe- 
quence of this, Mr. King, in anger, refigned his two (itua- . 
tions, as aftor and manager at Drury-lane theatre. 

He was, however, under the neceffity of relying once 
more on the ftagc for a maintenance 5 and accordingly, in 
1788, he repaired to Dublin, the fcene of his juvenile tri- 
umphs, where he was again received with all that warmth 
and cnthufiafm fo delegable to an old favourite. 

On his return, he performed a ftipulated number of night? 
at G)vent-garden theatre, both to the advantage of himfelf 
aiidthe manager -, and next feafon he refumed his fituation 
at Drury-lane. 

Laft year, aftuated by motives of fincere friendlhip, Mr. 
Smith, who had long quitted the ftage, came to town, ex- 
prefsly on purpofe to play Charles^ in the *' School for Scan- 
*' dal/* for his benefit 3 and the houfe, as might be ex- 
pelled, was, in the language of the theatre, " a bumper !" 

Mr. King is undoubtedly the firft comic aftor the ftage 
has poflefled for many years, and alfo ftands unrivalled in 
the Jiappy art of delivering a lively prologue. 

THE 
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TIJE HON, BROWNLOW NORTH, 

LORD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER. 

THIS rcfpcftablc prelate is half-brother of the late Fre- 
derick, Earl of Guildford, the amiable but unfprti^natc mi- 
nifter of this country, in perhj^ps one of the moft cye^it- 
ful periods of its hiftory. 

His Lordfliip was educated at Eton fchool, whence ho re- 
moved to Trinity college, Oxford, which he aft^ifw^r^s, left 
for a fellowfhip of All-Souls. 

Here he took his degree of L L. D. and on entering U^ 
holy orders, was preferred to a canonry of Chrift-Churcli ; 
in 1770 he was advanced to the Deanry of Canterhiiryi 
and appointed one of the king's chaplains ; the ye9r ipU 
lowing, he wa$ confecrated Bi(hop of Litchfield and Co* 
tentry. * 

In 1774, he was tranflated and confirmed in the fipeof 
Worceftcr; and in 1781, he was removed to Winchcfter. 

In all the (ituations be ba^ filled his Lordihip has oht^in^ 
ed diilinguifhed reputation i and every church over wl^iph 
he has pre(\de4 ranks his name in the catalogue of its moft 
munificent prelates, 

When he was Bifliop of Worcciler, he promoted that 
excellent inftitution for the benefit of the widows and or- 
phans of poor clergymen belonging to his dioceiej in ^4 
©f the charity derived tp them from the mufic meeting, an4 
alfo for the relief of the aged infirm incumbents of ff^^d^ 
livings, and of poor curates with large families. 

His Lordftip'? manner is highly dignified, ye^ cpr^de- 
fcending 5 he blends authority and watchfulnefs wijh Xcn^ 
dernefs and bcntsvolpnce. He is juftly regarded a^ the £a<!- 
ther of his dipccfe; and his charities, vhich a?c very f^ 
tenfiye, are ju4icipufly adipioiftercd. ' ' ' 

t Br* North was Dean of Canterbury before he wa* tweoty-nine 7ear$ 
•U, an^ ^iihop of JLUcMu^d f^ii4 Cwa^uy ^ tbp a^9 of ^urty-thfec* 



His Lordifaip has inrariablf pve&r^ed thnougli life the 
cfteem of men oi all parties and perfuafiont. During a 
long refidence in Italy, whither he went on account of his 
health, he attmded the umrctfai regard of the dignified 
clergy of the Roman communion. In 0ioFt, the fuavity of 
his manoers and- his elegant deportfiusnt excited- in many a 
high degree o£ refpe£t for the Englifh hierarohv. 

Dr. North at one time took an zStive part in the great po<- 
lirical queftions of the day. Ita 1-7^4 he fupported Miv 
Fox's edebrated India bill in the Houfe of Lords ; and 
during another important period, we find his name in every 
divifion of the peers in favour of die Prince of Wales' un* 
Gontrouled right to the Regency. 

As Bifiiop of the fee of Winchefter, he is prelate of the 
Garter, the in/tgnia of which order are con^lantly^ worn by 
his Lordlhip4 

He is now a mdbwer, and has four daughters and two 
Ions. ^ 



MR. WILLIAM JACKSON, of EXETER. 

THIS elegant compofer, and ingenious writer, was born 
at Exeter in May, 1730. His father was an eipinent gro- 
cmr in that- place, and afterwards ma&er of ^e city work- 
houie. 

' He gave his fon a very liberal education ; and perceiving 
that the bent of his genius^ lay towards mufic, he comr 
pUed with bis inclinations, and put him under the tuition 
o{ Mr. Sylvefter, then organift of the cathedral, church of 
Sifif Peter, in Exeter, with, whom he continued two years. 
After leaving Mr. Sylve(ler| Mr. Jackfon went to London]^ 
about the year 1748, where he became a pupil of Mr. Trar 
vers, organift of the King's chapel, and of St. PauFs Cp- 
Tent«g^den, with whom he alfo regained two years, and 

then 
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then returned to hU native city, where he taught mufic for 
many years with great reputation. He alfo publiftied fcvc- 
ral beautiful compofitions, marked by the mod cbafte con- 
ceptions, the moft elegant tafte, and the moft corre£t know- 
lege of the principles of harmony. In fhort all his pieces 
were received with applaufe, and ftill rank very high in the 
mufical world. ♦ 

Notwithftanding his great and univerfally acknowledged 
merit in his profeiHon, he obtained no (ituatibn as an or- 
ganift till Michaelmas, 1777, when he fucceeded Mr. Rich- 
ard Langdon as Sub-chanter, Organift, Lay-vicar, and Mat 
ter of the Chorifters, in the cathedral of Exeter. 

Mr. Jackfon, early in life, married Mifs Bartlett, a mil- 
liner at Exeter, who is ftill alive, and by whom he has had 
feveral children, three of whom only are now living, two 
fons and a daughter. One of the former (the elder) weiit 
to China, and returned thence with a competent fortune, 
which he intended to enjoy in his native city, in the bofQU 
of his family ; bnt the appointment of an Embafly to the 
court of Ptkin, called him from his retirement into fervicc> 
and ht accordingly accompanied Lord Macartney on that 
miffion, and now refides once more at Exeter. The young* 
eft fon living is employed at prefent at Turin, as Sectets^ 
ry to our Ambaflador at that court. 

After amufing the circle of his friends with fevcraf inge- 
nious pieces of his writing in profe and verfe, Mr. Jackfon 
appeared as an author in the year 1782, at which time he 
publiflied in two fmall volumes, lamo. " Thirty Letters on 
« various Subjeds." Thefe formed a mifcellaneous collec- 
tion on literature and fcience, and evince<l extenfive know- 
,lege, united with an elegant tafte. On poetry, mufic, 
and painting, his opinions are allowed to be very ingenious, 
and have obtained general approbation. But in fome re- 
fpeSs he manifefted a paradoxical fpirit, particularly in the 

inftance 
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inffance oijpontaneous generation^ a notion which he attempted 
to illuftrate, and revive from the oblivion in which it hadfolong 
and defcrvcdly funk. Thefe letters, however, on the whole 
raifed our author's credit very high. It was not, however, 
till 17959 that he thought proper to publiih a new edition of 
them, although they had been out of print for feveral years 
before. To that edition, which is in one volume odavo, 
there are feveral additions and corredions. 

During the prefent year Mr, Jackfon has added a fecond 
volume, under the title of " The Four Ages; withEf- 
fays on various Subje£ks." In this ingenious work he confid- 
ers the four mythological ages as charadieriilic of fo many 
dUliii£l periods of the world, but in a di^^erent order from 
that in which the poets have placed them. Among the eflays 
there is a moft curious and entertaining one, on the charac- 
ter of Gainfborough the painter, of whom fomc whimfical 
anecdotes are given. 

* In the year 1 792, a literary focietyTwas inftituted at the 
Globe Inn, Fore-ftreet, Exeter, of w.hich the firft members 
were, Dr» Downman, prefident ; Mr. Polwhele, author of 
<« The HiJlory of DevonQiire ;" Mr. Jackfon ; the Rev. Mr. 
Swete, of Oxton 5 Mr, Hole, author of an << Eflay on the 
Arabian Night's Entertainments -," Mr. Sheldon, the Ana- 
tomift; and other ingenious gentlemen refident in Exeter, 
or its-environs. Each produced in his turn an eflay in profe 
or verfe, ivhich was read at the regular meeting of the foci- 
cty. An oflavo volume of thefe was printed in 1 796, 
which reflefts great honour upon this inftitution. The pa- 
pers, however, appear without the names of the authors, 
which in our opinion is a piece of delicacy not to be com- 
mended : and as we are i^ot bound by any rules of fecrccy, 
we ihall not fcruplq to mention thofe which belong to the 
gentleman of whom we are now fpeaking. 

Mr.. 
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Mr. Jackfon has no lefs than throe in this voltime, alt oi' 
them conneded with each other in point of fubjed:* Thefis 
arc, eflay the eleventh, " On Literary Fame, and the Hiftorifi 
cal Characters of Shakfpeare }" eflay xviii. « An Apology 
for the Chara<Ser and Condu&.of lago ;" and efiay xviiL 
<< An Apology for the CharaAer and Condu£t of Shylock.** 
Thje firft is certainly the bell, and will be read by all thofe 
who admire our immortal bard with great pleafure, and even 
^ith improvement. Mr. Jackfon is peculiarly happy in throw- 
ing new light upon4he point which he undertakes to iUuf- 
trate* and he brings his various reading to bear with gn^t 
force upon the {iibje£i» He is ingenious in his apologjF- for 
Iago,l9nd fays many things to *^ extenuate" his conduA $ but 
that in behalf of Shylock is far more convincing and fati^ 
fa£tpry. Tbefe c0]iys are lively, pleafant, and exceedingly 
^rell written. . 

Mr. Jackfon ppfiefles the advantage of a chafte, comd^ 
and even elegant ftyle. The reader will not flumber over 
his pages, npr whqn he ha? perufed either of his volnmesy 
will he wifh to lay tt by in peace : he will recur to it ofttn 
v/ith new ayifiity, ai^d rjsceive from it frefh pleafure. The 
fgjTie may bP faid of his literary as of his muiical compofiri* 
onsf that they will always, charm with the force of novdiy 
^nd delight, though repeated a thoufand and a thoufand tiiBes* 

In temper and converfation he is. what he appears in his 
writings^ pleafiint, focial, communicative, and abounding in 
ju4icious remarks and entertiaining anecdotes* ^ 



/«. LORD MALMSBURY. 

THIS diftinguilhed nobleman, whofe name will frequent- 
ly occur in the hiftory of George the Third, would have in- 
herited philofophy as well as fortune from his anceftors^ 
could the one have been as eaGly tranfmitted as the other. 

His 
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His father, James Harris, £fq. the celebrated author of 
HE&Mfi9f was the fon of Elizabeth, fifter to Anthony, Earl 
^ Shaftesbury, the immortal author of the Characteris- 
tics. Mr. Harris was born at Salifbury, in 1 708, and after 
T-cceiving a claifical education in that city, was removed to 
"Wadham college, Oxford, which he left without taking a 
degree. 

He rcprefented the borpugh of Chrift-church, in Hamp- 
shire, in fevetal parliaments ; but did not obtain any public 
office till the year j 763, when he was preferred to a feat at 
the Admiralty-board, which he refigned foon after, on being 
appointed to another on the Trcafury-bcnch. In July, 1 765, 
he w^ deprived .of his place, and countinued out of office un- 
til I774f when he became Secretary and Comptroller to the 
Queen, which poft he held till his death,December2ift,i78o, 

Hia only fon, James Harris, now Lord Malmfbury, was 
bom April 2oth, 1746, and being early defigned for a public 
Ufe, received an education accordingly, 
■ tinder {o profound and elegant a fcholar as Mr. Harris, 
the fon could not but derive every affiilance calculated to ren- 
der him an oxnament to his family. His education, prior to 
lus TcmQvai to Oi^ford, was conducted chiefly under the eye 
of his father. He alfo left college without taking a degree, 
and was very early employed as Secretary to an embafly at 
oae of the Northern courts. 

In 177a, he appeared in the charafter of Envoy-extraor- 
dinary at Berlin ; and in the following year both he and his 
father were returned members of parliament for the borough 
of Chrift-church. His diplomatic condud gave fo much fa- 
tisfa^iion to the government which he reprefented, that in 
1775 he was made Knight of the Bath, and about the fame 
time was appointed Envoy-extraordinary to the courtof Ruffia. 

After refiding a confiderable time at Peterlburgh, he was 
employed as ambaflador at the Hague ; which important 
ftation was occupied by him in the year 1 787, wheti Holland 

wa? 
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was threatened with a revolution, which w.as averted for 
fome time, by an humiliating recourfe to the afliftance of 
Pruflian bayonets. The conduft of Sir James Harris on that 
occafion was peculiarly offenfive to the patriots v but it wa3 
fo highly fatisfaftory to the Prince of Orange and the King 
of Pruflia, that they beftoyed upon him the privilege of 
bearing the Pruflian eagle in his arms, with the motto ap- 
pertaining to the Houfe of Naflau, in confideration of the 
fignal fervices which he had rendered them. 

Thefe diftindions were confirmed by his own fovcrcign 
in 1789, and Sir James was created a peer, September 15th, 
1 78S, by the title of Lorji Malmfbury, Baron of Malmfbury, 
in the county of Wilts. 

His Lordfliip remained out of employment from that tim« 
till the government found it expedient, at the end of 1796, 
to comply with the wifh of the ^people in endeavouring to 
obtain the reftor^tion of peace. No man at that time ap- 
peared more fit to be entrufted with fuch an important charge 
than Lord Malmfbury ; and we believe that his^rfi appoint- 
ment to this ftation was with the entire approbation oi all 
parties. His Lord (hip's negoclatioh, however, failed j and 
he was enjoined to quit Paris, by a peremptory order o£ the 
French Diredlory, in forty-eight hours, December 1 7, 1 796.* 

Whatever opinions maybe entertained refpefting thecon- 
du<fl of the two powers, in this negociatioq, or the viewtf 
with which they were aftuated, it muft be allowed that his 
Lordfliip evinced on that occafion the mod confummate 
Jcnowlege of diplomatic bufinefs. 

A fecond attempt to put an end to this long and fanguina-> 
ry conteft was thought proper to be made by our miniftera 
in June, 1797, ^^^ ^^^^ Malmfbury was again appointed to 
the oHice of negociator. The neceflary preliminaries having 

^ been 

* The Direftory conceived that he had been tampering as a partifan,' 
rather than, treating like a diplomatic agent. 



LORD MA.LMSBURY# T^y 

been accordingly fettled with the Direftory, his Lordfhip 
andfuite fet put on the 30th of that month for Liflc, the 
place fixed upon as the feat of bufinefs, and the French go- 
vernment immediately extended a chain of telegraphs be- 
tween that city and Paris. 

It would be foreign to our purpofe to enter into the me- 
rits of the political manoeuvres praftifed in this diplomatic 
game. The French Commiffioners (hewed themfelves adroit 
enough for his Lordftiip, though ao old praftitioncr, verfed 
in all the arts of modern intrigue. Their demands, as far 
as they avowed them, were abundantly extravagant 5 and 
the care with which they concealed their objefts, was dex* 
terous indeed. After playing with each other until the pa- 
tience of all Europe was exhaufted, and fufpicions began to 
take place on the fcore of fincerity, the Commiffioners had 
rccourfe to their old method of putting an end to the nego- 
ciation, and a£lually difmiffed his Lordfhip, upon tht plea 
that he was not veiled with full powers to refign the whole 
of the conquefts made by this country from France and her 
allies during the war. 

The Englifli miniftcr accordingly quitted Lifle, and arriv- 
ed in London on the 20th of September, without having 
efie£led a fingle ftep favourable to the great objeft on which 
he wak employed. It has been indeed faid, in the fenate of 
a neighbouring country, that the " Irifh Diredlory'' imped- 
ed his operations, by means of their agent ! 

Without throwing the flighteft refleftion upon his Lord- 
Chip's talents, or inclinations, we yet cannot but acquiefce 
with the opinion of many very refpeftable politicians, and 
thofe too of the moft moderate caft of fentiment, that after 
the ill fuccefs which attended his former miflion, it was bad 
policy in the miniftry to employ the fame perfon in a iimilar 
negociation. 

Some have even, ventured to fay, that the line of prafticc 
in which his Lordfhip has ufually been engaged rendered 

him 
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him an unfit perfon to be charged with this bufinefs. Dif- 
ferent times, people, and occafions, certainly call for difi)hrMI 
kinds of treatment. New modes, and eten a new language^ 
jDiould be adopted, in negotiating with a people who haT^ 
thrown afide old political ceremonies and confiderations ; 
and therefore another kind of ambaflador fhould have been 
fent to treat with them, than one whofe whole life had beett 
occupied in the knowlege and pra£tice of the ancient diplo- 
matic forms. 

Whether this fort of reafoning be right or wrong, wc (hall 
not take upon us to determine. But we cannot help tcgret- 
ting, that when his Lordfhip*s firft attempt failed, his fftz^ 
jcfty's minifters had not put it out of the power of their ad- 
verfaries to accufe them of infincerity, by employing anothfet 
minifter, when they thought it expedient to treat once mor^ 
for the reftoration of peace. 

This nobleman poflefles the confidence of the prcfcnt id- 
miniftration, and is intimately acquainted with its views It^ 
lative to continental politics. It is not difficult, therefore, 
to prognofticate, that his diplomatic talents will not be fDf& 
fered to ruft in obfcurity. 

Lord Malmfbury married, July 28th, 1777, the daughftT 
of Sir George Amyand, Bart, by a lifter of Sir George Com« 
wall, Bart, and has by his lady fcveral children. . 

He has two fifters living 5 one married, the other fihgte, 
and refiding at his Lordftiip's feat, the manor-houfe of Grfeat 
Durnford, about four miles from Salifbury, only reftiinkable 
for its neat and embelliflied pleafure-groundis. In the lamt 
village ftill ftands the cottagfe to which the great author of 
Hermes retired from the bufy world, and in which he wtott 
the chieiF part of his works. It is unoccupied, but its furhi- 
tute &c. is in all refpefts carefully and religioufly prelfenr- 
ed by Lord Malmfburyi in the exaft ftate in whith it wasldt 
by his fa^er. This very irtterefting cottage is entirely fe- 
clttded from the public eye, being furrounded on three fidtfs 
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hf uralls, and o«iy <^iim da tlie wft fidt, wMch adjoins iiA 
Awn. His Lordftiip generally fpcnds a fc\<r weeks in every 
y*»r at the manor-houre in great retireiiieilt. W. J. 



JOSEPH WHltE, D. D. 

LAUDIAN PROFESSOR OF ARABIC^ 
In the Umverfity of Oxford. 

THE lives of fuch men as have rifen from very low (itaati- 
ons in life to 4li(Hngui(hed eminence, by the ftrength of 
their talents alone, are among the mod ufeful articles of 
biography, becaufe they hold out encouragement to young 
perfons of a like defcription to exert their abilities with per- 
feverance ; and, at the fame time, afibrd a leflbn to thofe 
who ha:ve it in their power to afEft genius. Had Chatter- 
Ton met D^ifeh a friend, generous enough to put him in a 
line where he might halve turned his talents to an honourai- 
Ue and beneficial account, he would not, probably, have 
iottght an early grave as a refuge from his miferies. 

Tbc very ingenious and worthy fubjcft of the prefent ar- 
ticle irasbom of parents in in4igent circumftances in Glou- 
ceflerihire. His father was, we are informed, a journey- 
man weaver, and brought his fon up to the faiAe profeffion. 
Beiiig, however, a fenfible man, and, for one in his (ituati- 
on, tolerably educated, he gave him what little learning was 
in his power. This excited a thirft for greater acquifitions. 

Yotitig White inherited a ferious caft of temper from his 
parents; and he employed all the time he could fpare in the 
ftttdy of fuch books as fell in his way. His attainments at 
kngth were fo very refpeaable, that he began to be talked of 
su a prodigy of learning in his native village. A neighbour- 
ing getttleman of fortune luckily chanced to hear of this ce- 
lebrated fcholar 5 and cutiofity inclined him to fee and converfc 
mifh him. The modefty of the felf-inftrufted youth recom- 
mended 
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mended him to favour, whUc the refpc^bility of his know- 
lege rendered him an obje£l of admiration. The gentkman 
felt that it was a pity fuch a flower (hould 

. •* blufli unfceflj^ 

** And waile its fwcctncfs in the defert air :" 
he accordingly encouraged his fcholaitic ambition. He aC- 
fitted him alfo confidcrably in his ftudies : and fo rapidly did 
the young plant flourifh under his fottering care, that the 
generous patron fent him to the Univerfity of Oxford, where 
he was entered of Wadham College. There he applied lum- 
felf with fuch affiduity to his ftudies, and conducted him* 
felf with fo much regularity, as to gain the general efteem of 
the members of that fociety. 

On the iptli of February, 1773, he took the degree of 
Matter of Arts, and about that time engaged in the ftudy of 
the orientallanguages, to which he was induced by the par- 
ticular recommendation of Dr. Moore, now Archbifliop of 
Canterbury. That difcerning man obferved a dint of appli- 
cation in Mr. White, united with a peculiar turn for philo- 
logical enquiries, which he thought might turn to his ac- 
count, if devoted to one objeft. Fortunately he hit upon the 
one which was bett fuited for Mr. White, and which has 
heen of the mott eflential fervice to him. He had before 
acquired a tolerable (hare of Hebrew learning ; and, con- 
fequently, his progrefs in the other oriental languages was 
greatly facilitated thereby. 

In 1775, he was appointed Archbifliop Laud's Profefibr 
of Arabic ; on entering upon which office he pronounced a 
mafterly oration, which was foon afterwards printed with 
the title of '« De Utilitate Ling. Arab, in Studiis Theolop- 
cis Oratio habita Oxoniis in Schola Linguarum, vii. id. 
Aprilis, 1775." 4to. 

In this difcourfe the Profeflbr endeavours to prove the 
vaft importance and utility of the Arabic language, particu- 
larly in elucidating the facred writings. He therefore dwelt 

upon 
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upon the neceffity of this branch of literature^ and enforced 
the ftudy of it with an ardour which was natural for one in 
his fituaition. The oration had its etkO, ; and many were 
a£liiaily led to ftndy the Arabic, who had before treated it 
as barren and unprofitable. 

He was at ttus time Fellow of his College, being ele^ied 
in 1774. In 1778, Mr. White printed the Syriac Philoxe- 
iiian Verfion of the four gofpels, the MS. of which Dr. 
Gloucefter Ridley had given to New College. This verfion 
was entitled^ ** Sactorum Evangeliorum Verfio Syriaca Phi- 
loxeniana Ex. Codd. MSS. Ridleianis in Kbl. Coll. Nov. 
Oxon. Repofitis, nunc primum edita, cum Interpretatione 
ct AfinotatioBibos Jolcphi White, &c.'* 2 vols. 4tQ. 
* November 15, 1778, he preached a very ingenious and 
elegant fermon before the Univerfity, which, according to 
cuftom, was foon afterwards printed, under the title of 
« ARcvifal of the Englifli Tranflation of the Old Tefta- 
nietit recommended. To which is added, fome Account of 
an ancient Syriac Tranflation of great Part of Origen's 
Hexaplar Edition of the LXX. lately difcovered in the Am- 
brofian Library at Milan." 4to. About this time he was ap- 
pointed one of the preachers at Whitehall chapel. 

In 1780^ Mr. White publifhed •« A Specimen of the Civil 
and Military Inftitutes of Timour or Tamerlane: a Work 
written originally by that celebrated Conqueror in the Mo- 
ful Language, and fmce tranflated into Perfian. Now firft 
rendered from the Perfian into Englifli, from a MS. in the 
Poffeffion of William Hunter, M.D. with other Pieces." 4to. 
The whole of this work appeared in 1783, tranflated into 
Englifli by Major Davy, with Preface, Indexes, Geographi- 
cal Notes, &c. by Mr. White, in one volume, 410. 

In Eafter term, 1783, being then Bachelor of Divinity, 
he was appointed to preach the Bampton ledure the next 
year. As. foon as he was nominated he flcetched out the 

M P^an; 
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plan ; and finding affiftance necefiary to fiic pcrfe£tion of it 
in fttch a manner as he wifhed," he went down to Devon- 
{hire, on a vifit to Mr. Samuel fiadcock, then, fettled as a 
difienting minifter at Spath Molton. Doubtlefs in this in- 
terview the fcheme was well digefted, and Mr. Badcock 
undertook his fhare of the talk with that promptitude for 
whkh he was remarkable. This vifit releafed the profefibr's 
mind from a confiderable burthen whkh had oppreffed it. 
Where, indeed, could he hare found fuch an auxiliary ? 
The pen of Badcock, was not only that of " a ready** but 
of an elegant writer. He touched no fubjeA without orna^ 
menting it. His ilyle was chafte> flowing, and nervous* 
He had, moreover, an univerfal knowlege of theological 
learning. In controverfy he was quite at home. No won- 
der, therefore, that the Bampton le£lures were admirable 
in point of language, and forcible in refpe£% to argunaent. 

Let us not, however, detra£t froth the Icfturer's merit 
Great was the genius whkh formed the plan, and gave a 
body to the work. Mr. White a£led with prudence io cal- 
ling to his aid fuch men as Badcock and^Parr. Tet hiaowll 
ihare of thefe labours was fufEcient to entitle him to the c&- 
lebrity which they have procured him, and he is only to be 
blamed for not having acknowleged his obligations to thofe 
elegant fcholars, in a preface to the volume, when it was 
publiihed. 

As foon as the le£):ures were delivered, the applaufe vridr 
which they were received was general throughout the Uni- 
verfity. They were printed the fame year, and met with 
univerfal approbation : A fecond edition appeared in 1785, 
to which the author added a fermon, which he had foine 
time before preached before the Unlverfity, on the neceffity 
of propagating chriftianity in the Eaft-Indies. 

Mr. Whitens reputation was now eftabliflied, and he was 
confidcred as one of the ableft vindicators of the chrxftian 
doftrines modern time had witneflcd. Lord Thurlow, with- 
out 
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out any folicttation, gave him a prebehd in the cathedral of 
Gioucefter, which at once placed him in eafy and indepen- 
dent circumftances. Soon after this he topk his degree of 
Do£tor of J)ivinicy> and was looked up to with thegreateft 
refpe£l in the Univerfity, as one of its chief ornaments^ 
until the year 1788^ when the death of Mr. Badcock dif- 
clofed his fliare in the admired ledlures. At firft, Dr. White 
was aftonifhed i but the letters that had pafled between Bad- 
cock and him, on this very fubjcft, were not only in exif- 
tence, but. in the hands of one who felt hlmfelf gratified in 
I^ing the pofleifor of fo important a fecret. In addition to 
this^ there was found among the papers of the deceafed, a 
promiflbry-note for 500 /. from the Doftor 5 the payment of 
which was demanded, but refufed by him on the ground 
that it was illegal in the firll inftance, as not having the 
words " value received," and fecondly that it was for fer- 
vice to be rendered in the hiflory of Egypt, which the Doc- 
tor and Mr. Badcock had projected. The friends of the de- 
ceafed, however, were of a different opinion ; and the Dr. 
very properly confented to liquidate the debt. • 

Notwithftanding this conceffion. Dr. Gabriel, who pof- 
fefled the letters, printed them in 1 789, in order, as he faid, 
to vindicate the charadler of the deceafed, as well as his 
own, both of which had been affailed on this occafion. In 
confequence of this publication, Dr. White printed ** A 
Statement of his literary Obligations to the Rev. Mr. Samuel 
Badcock, and the Rev. Samuel Parr, LL.D." By this it 
appeared, that though Mr. Badcock's (hare in the ledures 
was confiderable and important, yet that it was not in that 
proportion which had been reprefentcd. As to Dr. Parr's, 
it confided fimply of verbal corrections. 

Thus ended this curious difpute> which at that time threw 
the whole Univerfity into confufipn and even contention. 
The Doftor's apology, however l[for fuch in faft his ftate- 
nient is ^o be confidered), gave fufficient fatisfaftion^ not 

M a only 
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only to his fellow academics, but to the literary world at 
large. 

Sinte that period the profeflbr has vacated his fellow(hi|^ 
by taking to himfelf a wife^ and accepting a college living, 
in Norfolk, where he refides during a confiderable part of 
the year. In his parfonage-houfe, he has a printing prefs, 
with a largcf quantity of oriental types, and there he i^ at 
prefent bufily engaged in printing the Syriack OldTeftament, 
doTcribed in the appendix to his fermon on the neceffity of a 
jevifal of the Englifh tranflation of the Bible. His man 
and maid fervant labour at the prefs, and Mrs. WUtfe af- 
fifts her hufband in compofing. 

Among Mr. Badcock's papers was found an analyfis of 
the projedled hiftory of Egypt, in Dr. White's hand-writing. 
It is a very mafterly (ketch ; and- we hope the lear'ned pro- 
feffor will find time to complete a defign, for the execution 
of which he has in a manner pledged himfelf to the public ; 
and which, in confcquence of recent and important events, 
we think will bring him more credit and profit than the jHib- 
lication of the Syriac Bible. 

Dr. White is the reviewer of publications in Hdsirewand 
fubjcflis of oriental literature in " the Britifli Critic.** 

e 
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LORD BISHOP OF WORCESTER. 

THIS learned and truly venerable prelate was born tt 
Congreve, a village in StalflFordfliire, where his father was a 
rcfpeftable farmer, who intending his fon for the diu^ch, 
placed him under the tuition of that eminent fcbolar Antfao- 
ny iSlackwall. 
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Having attained a found claffical knowlege, he was fent 
to Cambridge, where he was admitted of Emanuel Col- 
lege, of which he afterwards became fellow -, and was pre- 
fented by his fociety to the living of Thurcafton in Lincohi- 
fliire. 

In this retirement he devoted himfelf to the duties of his 
fituation, and the cultivation of letters. Here he prepared his 
edition of Horace, which he judicioufly dedicated to Bifhop 
Warburtoa, then confidered as the coloflus of literature, 
and the firft critic of his day. Few perfons had a keener 
eye to difcern the merits of men than Warburton 5^ and 
though no one, perhaps, had a more haughty mind, or ever 
treated his adverfaries with fuch coarfe feverity, yet certain 
it is, that he was entirely defticute of envy, and dreaded 
not the depreciation of his own fame, in confequence of 
the rifing reputation of others. 

H^ allured Mr. Hurd from his beloved fta^e of feclufion^ 
and brought him forward to the world, aln^oft againfl his 
own inclination. He made him Archdeacon of GloXicefter, 
and by way of acquiring popularity for him in the metropor 
lis, a£R>ciated him with himfelf in the fituation of preacher 
at the chapel in Lincoln's-Inn. 

The objed: of the Blfliop was foon obtained. His dif- 
courfes procured general admiration ; and the preacher at- 
tT3i(kcd the notice and friendfliip of the great Earl of Mans- 
field, through whofe intereft he obtained the diilinguiflied 
office of Preceptor to the Prince of Waks, a fituation for 
which no man in the kingdom was better calculated, and the 
duties of which he performed with great honour to himfelf, 
and, it is to be hoped, benefit to his royal pupil. 

Preferment was now certain ; nor was it long withheld. 
In 1775 He was made Bifliop of Litchfield and Coventry; 
in 178 1 he was appointed clerk of the clofet to the king; 
and on the 30th of June, of the f^me yeaur, he was con- 
^rmed in the ftc of Worccftcr. 

" On 
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On the death of Dr. Cornwallis, Archbifliop of Canter^ 
bury, in 1783, that dignity was offered to Bifhop Hurd ^ 
but he had obtained a fituation more congenial to his wiflies, 
and therefore he declined it. 

Since his tranflation to Worceftcr, his Lordfhip has al- 
moft wholly fecluded himfclf from the bufy world, refiding 
chiefly at Hartlcbury-caftle, the epifcopal "palace of his dio- 
cefe. This ancient and noble pile he has enriched by a 
large and ineftimable library, containing the greater part of 
the books that had belonged to Mr. Pope and Bifiiop War- 
burton, which he has bequeathed for the ufe of his foc- 
ceffors. 

Here he exhibits a faithful and beautiful pifturc of pri-» 
mitive epifcopacy ; beloved and venerated by all rankSj as 
well of the laity as the clergy. 

It remains to fay fomething of his Lordfliip's literary chsfc- 
ra£ter \ and would not be exaggerated praife, to aflert that 
he (lands at the head of the prefent generation of. Englifli 
fcholars, eminently fuperior to thofc of his own age and 
(landing, and unrivalled by fuch a^ are younger than himfelf. 
He has (hewn his critical powers and tafte to the grcatcft 
advantage in his edition of Horace's " Epiftola ad Pifoncs," 
Sec. with ah Englilh commentary and notes; and alfo in lus 
edition of Cowley's works. The (irft appeared in 17591 
and the latter in 1772. 

But the work which procured him the greateft reputation^ 
was his *^ Moral and Political Dialogues, with Letters on 
<* Chivalry and Romance," 3 vols. 8vo. 1765. Some of the 
pieces had appeared befoirc, without a name, ,and their fuc- 
cefs probably led the ingenious author to publi(h a complete 
and enlarged edition. Thefe dialogues evince a profound 
knowlcge of the Englilh hi(lpry and conftitution, and 
breathe a warm attachment to the caufe of liberty. 

As a theological writer, his principal productions are two 
volumes of excellent fermo^s, prcjiched befprp the Society 

of 
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of LincolnVInn ; and another of Difcourfes on the Pro- 
phecies, at the lefture founded by Bifliop Warburtori at the 
fj^me place. In thefe compofitions we obfqrve deep thinking, 
dofe logical reafoning, fer^nt piety, and chafte and ele- 
gant language. 

As a difptttant. Dr. Hmd appeared to great advantage in 
a pamphlet entitled " Remarks on Mn Hume's Eflay on 
** the NatHTal Hiftory of Religioii." This anonymous per- 
formance irritated the philofopher coniiderably, and he ex- 
prefled his refentment in terms that fhewcd how much he 
ha4 been hurt by the caftigation. 

The attachment manifefted by Dr, Hurd to Bifhop War- 
^rton has often brought upon him very illiberal cenfures. 
About the time of his firft connexion with that great prelate, 
• he printed an " Eflay on the delicacy of friendftiip," in 
which Dr. Jortin and Dr. Leland of Dublin were treated , 
rather roughly for their want of due refpefl: to the author's 
patron. When ^e recolleft the motives whicli produced 
this eflay, we fee no reafon to blame Dn Hurd j his zeal for 
his friend was commendable, though it perhaps carried him 
rather beyond the line of prudence. When reflexion ope- 
rated on his mind, he accordingly faw reafon to difapprove 
of his haftinefs ; and, much to his honour, took great pains 
to fupprefs the obnoxious pamphlet. It would have been 
perhaps better if it had been fuffered to fink into that ob- 
livion which the author wifhed j as unfortunately, on his 
Lordfliip's publifliing a large and magnificent edition of his 
friend's works in 1788, one of the greateft fcholars of this 
age, too oflicioufly perhaps, and too much in that very fpi- 
rit which he wanted to expofe, reprinted the EBay, with 
fome other *<Trafts by Warburton and a Warburtonian." 

When Bifliop Kurd's edition of Warburton's works ap- 
peared, the world was greatly difappoinred at not finding 
the long-expefted life of that celebrated chara£lcr. This 
afforded frcib ground for cenfure, and it was by na means. 

fparcd. 
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fpared. Inconfequence of this oomplaint, he printed a prtf-« 
fatory difcourfc, by way of irttroduaion to the work, con- 
taining a brief but elegant memoir of the audior* It is fu|^ 
pofed that on his Lordfhip's deceafe a more copious biogra- 
phy of his ancient friend and patron will be left for publica* 
tion : this, of 'courfe, will exhibit a hiftory of Engtiflk lite- 
rature, for half a century. 

We had nearly forgotten to mention, that die earlieft pton 
du£lionof his LordChip's pen, which has appeared in printf 
was an Ode on the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. 



DAVID STEWART ERSKINE, 

EARL OF BUCHAN. 

IF the love of freedom, and the love of literature, if 
eminent proficiency in the fine arts, and an eager fondnefs 
to patronife the fame proficiency in others ; if claflical and 
patriotic enthufiafm, afibciated with npt a few of ^he moft 
amiable and refpeftable moral virtues 5 — are calculated to re- 
commend any man to the efteem and praife of his contem- 
poraries, David^ Earl of Buchan, cannot eafily fail of ob^ 
taining their higheft approbation. 

This nobleman is the reprefentative of a younger branch 
of the illuftrlous family of the Erfkines, Earls of Marr^ 
whofe virtues and wifdom recommended them for a feries 
of generations to the very honourable and confidential of- 
fice of tutors to the ancient Kings of Scotland. At the 
Univerfityof Glafgow, in earfy youth, he applied with arr 
dent and fuccefsful diligence to every ingenious and libera]| 
iludy. liis hours of relaxation from fcience and literature 
were frequently paffed in endeavours to acquire the arts of 
defign, etching, ehgraving, and dra>ying, in the academy 
which the excellent, but ill-requited Robert Foulis for 
fome time laboured to fupport in that weftem metn>poUs of 
^cotlaqd., 

Sncc^pdin^ 
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Succeeding to the hereditary eftates and honours . of his 
family^ he from that moment evinced a generous ambition 
to maint^n and exalt, by his pevfonal exertions, the true 
dignity of the Scottifli peerage, and the name of Erskine. 

The king'8 minifters had been long accuilomed, at each 
new eledion, to tranfmit to every peer a liftvof the names 
of fixteen of his fellow-peers, for whom he^i^^ required 
to give his vQte^ in the choice of the members who fiiould 
repr^fent the nobles of Scotland in the Britifh parliament j 
and to this humiliating ufurpation, the dcfcendants of the 
moft iUuftrious names had accuftomed thqmfelves tajnely 
to fubmit ! The Earl of Buchan, with the fpirit of ah 
ancient Baron, took an early opportunity of declaring^ that 
he would oblige the Secretary of State who fliould infult 
him with fttch an application to wafh away the aflFront with 
bis blood* The praftice from that time ccafcd ; and mi- 
niftcrs were obliged to adopt fome other lefs oflFenfive mode 
pf eicerciGng thpir eleftioneering influence pver the Qale* 
doiuan peerage^ 

The EarJ had two very promifing brothers, both younger 
than himfelf ; and on their education he earneftly bellowed 
that cs^re which was to be expelled from the kindnefs and 
vigilance, not merely of a near relation, but of a prudent 
and aflFe^ionate parent. The fortunes of his family had 
been, from different caufes, not difbonoured indeed, but 
impaired fo con(iderably, that 1 they could no longer afford 
an annual income fufficiently ample to fupport its dignities 
with due fpiendor, and to enable him to gratify all the ge- 
nerdus . wifhes of a munificent fpirit. ' Strijck with this, 
he rcfobjtely adopted a pUn oP ceconomy, admirably fitted 
to retrieve and re-e(tabli(h thofe falling fortunes ; and his 
endeavours (perhaps the moft honourjible and difficult which 
a young and liberal-minded nobleman could refolve upon), 
without fubje£ling him to the imputation of parlimonyi 
I(aye \^n a:owQe4 aod rewarded with opulence. 
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• He perceived, with concern, that fincc the days of Sib- 
bald, and Gordon of Straloch, the ftudy of the antiquities 
of the Scottifh hiftory had been fhamefaliy and unhappily 
neglciEled j and it is chiefly owing to hi^ patriotic exertions, 
that the Royal Antiquarian Society of Scotland is indebted 
for its exiflence. 

The High School of Edinburgh is confcflcdly one ;of the 
beft fcminaries in the kingdom, for the initiation of yoju^h 
in the firft principles of the Latin language. By frequent 
viiits to this femmary, the Earl of Buchan has fought erery 
opportunity of recommending to public notice the (kill and 
attention of the teachers, as well as the happy proficiency 
of t^cir pupils 5 and a premium, his gift, is annually be- 
ftowcd at the univerCty of Aberdeen, upon the fuccefsful 
competitor in a trial of excellence among the ftudents. 

On reviewing the memorials of the Scottifh nobility. Lord 
Buchan felt his enthuGailic veneration in a particular man- 
ner excited, by the fcience and virtues of the illuftrious 
Napier, the inventor of logarithms, and the moft eminent 
difcoverer in philofophy of which Scotland can as yet boaft* 
With a generous hand he afpired to crown the memory of 
his illuftrious countryman with due honours ; and in a well- 
written biographical memoir, difplayed his life and charac- 
ter to the reverence and imitation of the prefent age. The 
enthufiafm of Lord Buchan has alfo inftituted an annual 
feftive commemoration of Thomfon, at Ednam, the fcenc 
of that poet's birth. Mr. Pinkerton, the hiftorian and 
antiquary; Burns, who was prematurely fnatched away 
from the admiration of the prefent age ; Tytler, the tranf- 
iator of Callimachus -, and a long lift of other men of ge- 
nius, have been fo fortunato-as to attraft the patronage and 
friendfhip of Lord Buchan. 

The life of Andrew Fletcher has been by his care hap- 
pily illuftrated \ and we owe to him fome precious frag- 
ments of fpeeches and eflays, by that incomparable pa- 
tript, which had not been before printed. 

Tne 
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The Earl of Buchan*s exertions have been as invariably 
faithful to the caufe of Liberty as of Literature. He has 
been always underftood to be among the moft zealous vo- 
taries of the principles upon which the revolution of 1688 
was accompliflied. His voice, his writings, his exertions 
in every manly and honourable mode, have cVcr been ready 
to refill any threatened infringement of thofc principles, in 
the Britifh legiflature or government. When tht new dawn 
of a revolution favourable to genuine liberty broke forth in 
France, hc^ was not among the. moft tardy to hail its rife, 
and to blefs its progrefs. When the kings of Europe arofe 
in arms for the purpofe of once more binding the genius of 
that nation in the fetters of defpotifm, the Earl could not 
view the ill-omened enterprifc without devoutly wiihing 
that its force might be (battered againft the facred armour 
of that virtue, and new-born freedom, which it boafted to 
deftroy. On beholding thofe exceflcs into which the French 
have been hurried in the progrefs of their revolutionary 
career, he lamented that the errors of humanity are ever 
too clofely affociated with its moft fplendid and heroic ex- 
ertions, yet without abandoning thofe generous wifties for 
the immortal eftablilhment of Gallic freedom, which he 
had before accuftomed himfelf to entertain. 

Long may he furvive to do honour to the age by his vir- 
tues ; to fuftain by his voice and his exertions the caufe of 
genuine Britifli freedom ; and to patronife that literature, 
and thofe jfine arts, in which he himfelf excels ! 

T. N- 
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JAMES NORTHCOTE, ESQ^R.A. 

THIS ingenious artifli is defcended from the ancient and 
refpeftable family of the Northcotes, which has been 
fettled in Devonftiire at lead ever fince the conqueft, has 
given feveral high IheriflFs to the county, many reprefen^* 
. tiycs for it in parliament, and on which a baronetage was 
conferred in the reign of Janies the Firft. 

The fubjecl of the prefent article was born at Plymouth 
in the year 1746. His father was an eminent tradefm^^n 
in that town, and brought up his fon to his own buGnefs. 
His propenftty to the elegant arts, however, prevailed over 
the drudgery of a mechanical employment ; and ac length 
he determiqed to abandon the occupation in which he had 
been engaged, and devote himfelf entirely to his favourite 
objeft. With this view he came to London, and pbce 
himfelf under the care and tuition of his countryman and 
friend Sir Jofhua Reynolds, then in the zenith of his glory. 
That great man wa§ ever ready to lend his helping hand 
to afpiring merit j and he gave Mr. Northcotc his utmoft 
afliftance towards perfefting bin^felf in the art of paintlngt 
Our artift continued with Sir Jofhua five years, living with 
hjni in all the familiarity of fricndfhip, and intrpduced by 
|iini to the rnoft eminent charafters qf the age. 

In the fun^mer of 1777, Mr, Northcote fet out for Italy, 
following in this the example and advice of his great maf- 
ter. He vifited every part of that delightful country, which 
at that time was the unrivalled feat of the fine ants. At 
Rome he continued near three years, which he found fliort 
enough for'the wonders and the beauties which abounded 
in it to engage the confideration of a man of tafte, who 
v/as defirous of treafuring up in his mind the moil exten- 
five knowledge of the fciences connedtsd with his profefr 
fion. 

During 
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JDurit^g his refidencc in Italy, he profited fo well by the op- 
portunities he met with, and obtained fo extenfive an ac- 
iquaintance with the firft artifts of the age and country in 
which he was, that he became greatly rcje£lcd. His talents 
and deportment procured him the honour of being ele£ied a 
xheiDberof the ancient Etrufcan Academy at Cortona, of 
Ae Irtipcrial Academy at Florence, and of the Academy Del 
Forti, at'Rome. 

. While at Florence, he painted a portrait of himfelf, for 
the fteademy, which is a compliment always expe^ed from 
«very new member. 

He returned to England in 1780, and came by the way 
of Flanders, not only bccaufe it- was during the time of war> 
but that he might have the advantage of obfervitig all that 
could be fecn of the eminent mailers of the Flemish School. 

Thus amply furnifhed with every requifite that could con« 
ftituti^ him a mailer in his profeffion, he entered ^pon it in 
the metropolis of his native country, fliortly after his arrival, 
and foon obtained the mod diftinguifhed reputation. In 
1 786 he was chofen a member of the Royal Academy, and in 
every fubfequent exhibition at Somerfct-houfe his produdlions 
have borne a confpicuous part. 

Perhaps the moft perfeft pifture from his pencil was ex- " 
hibited the year he was admitted of the academy. The fub- 
jeSt is— ^the two young princes murdered in the tower. The 
ftory is ftrikingly and aflFedingly told ; the drawing is pcr- 
fe£^ corre6l', and the aHaffins are particularly well deline- 
ated. This pi£lure was purchafed by Alderman Boydell, 
and an engraving from it graces his fplendid edition of 
Shakfpeare. Our artift has alfo painted fome other pieces 
for the fame work ; all of which have great merit, but none 
In an equal degree with that juft mentioned. 
^ In the exhibition of 1 796, Mr. Northcote produce^ a fc- 
ries of moral pi£lures, defigned to (hew the oppofite eScSts 
of ferioufnefs and levity in two young women in menial 

(ituations 
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fituations of life. He clearly had Hogarth in view ; buf 
though his pifturcs arc good, they tell not what they are 
meant to exprefd with the force which charaQerifcs that ift- 
imitable artift*8 produ£lions. Thefc have fince been engraved^ 

It redounds greatly to his praife, that his pencil has nerer 
in the flighteft inftance deviated from morality and decency* 
The reputation which Mr. Northcote has acquired as a psun- 
ter is doubtlefs well merited. His colouring is chafte, forc- 
ible, and diflinfl ', his pi£lures have that breadth of light 
and ihade which is one of the moft afgreeable properties of 
a good painting, and which is yet fo feldom obferved, even 
in the works of mailers. His hiftorical pieces (hew a great 
and an accurate acquaintance with the fubjefl, much ftudy, 
and that vigour of conception which is the true charaAerif*- 
tic of native genius. ' , 

In private life,- Mr. Northcote is greatly efteemedi as a 
modeft, unafiuming, virtuous, well-informed, and comma- 
nicative man. W* 
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LORD BISHOP OF LANDAFF. 

THIS liberal-minded prelate was born in the village of 
Everfliam, about five miles from Kendal, in the county of 
Weftmoreland, in the year 1737. His father was a clergyr 
man,vand mafter of the free grammar-fchool in Kendal, 
where our divine received the whole of his fchool education, 
prior to hi^ going to the univerfity of Cambridge, to which 
he brought with him a good ftock of claffical learning, a 
fpirit of perfevering induftry, and a very bad provincial ac- 
cent, which he retained for a long time. He was admitted 
of Trinity College, and diftinguiflied, while there, by aclofe ^ 
application to his ftudies, and conftantly wearing a coarfe 
mottled Weftmoreland coat and blue yarn ftockings. 

In taking his degrees he ftood high among the wranglers, 
and the fuavity of his manners, the regularity of his condudl, 

and 
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ayd the refpe&ability of his talents, procured him a fellow- 
Ibip and a college tutorfliip. On the former occafioii he wa« 
oppofcd by Mr. Poftlethwayte, who was deeply, verfed in 
inathematii;s, but knew nothing of the world. Poor Poftle- 
thwayte,: with all his (kill, fcould demonftrate hinifelf fit only 
for a (mail country living, while Watfon made his way to a 
profeflbrfliip and a mitre. He, indeed, foon obtained the 
efteem of hia own fociety, and oi the univerfity at large, 
to which a fprited oppoiition made by him to an improper 
recommendation of a candidate by the Duke of Grafton 
greatly contributed. The circumftance redounds to the 
honour both of Dr. Watfon ai>d the Duke, for the latter 
was fo fenfible of the propriety of tlie other's conduct, that 
he cultivated his acquaintance, and from that time they have 
been cordial friends. 

it was not long after this, that he was elected public pro- 
feflbr of Chymiftyy, though he was then a£tually ignorant 
of the firft principles of that fcience. His eledors, howe- 
ver, had no reafon to repent of their choice, for he foon 
made up by diligence the want of preparatory acquirements. 
He pa&d whole days, and fometimes nights, in the labo- 
ratory, affifted by a good praflicalr chymift whofe name was 
Hoffman. In their firft experiments, they deftroyed numer- 
ous retorts, injured their health, endangered their lives, ac- 
tually blew themfelves up, and at length did the fame by 
their workihop. But our profefibr was not to be intimida- ' 
ted by all thefe difcouraging circumftances. He pofTefied an 
indefat^able fpirit, which was dedined to overcome difficul- 
ties. 

His chymical character was at laft completely eftabllfhed; 
and his le£iures, which were crowded with auditors, acquir- 
ed him a high reputation. He was next advanced to the 
Ufgi/zj-ProfeiTorfhip of Divinity, on the death of the learn- 
ed Dr. Rutherforth, and about the fame time he married. v 

Dr. 
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Dr. Watfon very early diftinguiflied himfelf in the cai^er 
of politics, by his attachment to tbofe Whig principles which 
have, until of late, uniformly diftinguiflied. Cambridge fixmi 
her fifter univ^rfity. He chofe a critical time to fhew off 
thefe principles, and to gain himfelf popularity : this was 
the year 1776, when the fubjeds of Government and Civil 
Liberty were generally difcufied. His fermon preached be^ 
fore the Univcrfity on the anniverfary of the Reftoratioo, 
was printed under the title of " The Principles of the Re- 
** volution vindicated ;" and attrafted a degree ofnttention 
exceeded only by Bifliop Hoadley's famous fermon on the 
kingdom of Chrift. In the courfe of the fame year, he 
alfo publifhcd another difcourfe preached before the univer- 
fity on the anniverfary of the King's acceffion. The publica- 
tion of thefe brought on a controverfy 5 but the only piece 
worth noticing on this occafion was *« An Heroic Epiftte to' 
Dr. Watfon,*' by the facetious author of *« An Epiftle to 
Sir William Chambers," under the appellation of *• Mac- 
grcgor." 

He (bon after gave more fatisfaftion to the religious 
world, and gained a higher portion of applaufe from the 
public at large, by an " Apology for Chriftianityj in a 8e^ 
ties of Letters addrefl'ed to Edward Gibbon Efq." This 
work, though perhaps it is not fufficiently copious, raifed 
the author's reputation very high, both as a controverfialift, 
and a polite writer. The manner in which the divine has 
treated the dciftical hiftorian has been greatly admired by 
all but incorrigible bigots, and held up as an excellent enm- 
plc for imitation. Mr. Gibbon declined entering into a dif- 
cuffion of the difputed points with the profeflbr $ but he 
wrote him a very polite letter, to which he received as polite 
an anfwer. The correfpondence has been printed by liord 
' Sheffield, and it does honour to both parties. 

Dr. Watfon printed another political fermon, preached 
before the Univerfity of Cambridge, February 4th, 1780, 

being 
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being the day appointed for a general faft, which difcourfc 
is of the fattie complexion as thofe above-menfioned. 

In 1 78 1 he publiftied a volume of ChymicaJ Effays, ad- 
dreffed to his pupil the Duke of Rutland. This work was 
received by the public with fuch great and deferved appro-^ 
tation, as to encourage the author to give the world, at 
different tifties, four additional volumes, all of equal merit 
with the firft. 

In the preface to the laft volume, he has thefe remarkf 
able obfervations : " When I was elefted profeflbr of divi- 
** nity in 1771, 1 determined to abandon for ever the ftudy 
*' of Chymiftry, and I did abandon it for feveral years ; but 
** the veteris veftigia famma ftill continued to delight me, 
** and at length feduced me from my purpofe. 

** When I was made a Bifliop in 1782, I again deter- 
«• mined to quit my favourite purfuit : the volume which I 
•* now offer to the public is a fad proof of the imbecillity of 
" my refolution. I have on this day, however, offered' a 
** facrifice to other people's notions, I cbnfefs, rather than 
** to my own opinion of epifcopal decorum — I have deftroyed 
** all my chemical manufcripts. — A profpeft of returning 
^< health might have perfuadcd me to purfue this delightful 
•* fcience •, but I have now certainly done with it for ever ; 
*^ at leaft I have taken the moft effeftual ftep I could to 
** wean myfelf from an attachment to it ; for with the holy 
** zeal of the idolators of old, who had been addidled to 
** curious arts — I have burned my books.'* 

At length Dr. Waifon's merits, and the recommendation 
of the Duke of Rutland, procured him a feat on the epifco- 
pal bench, on the tranflation of Bifliop Harrington from the 
fee of Landaff to Salifljury. This bifliopric being poor, he. 
was permitted toehold with it the Archdeaconry of Ely, a 
Rc£iory in Leicefterfliire, and the divinity profefforfliip, to 
which is annexed the^valuable living of Sameftiam. 

The gratitude of another pupil of Dr. Waifon's is ftill 
N ^ more 
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more memorable. The late Mr. Luther, of Ongar in Eil 
fex, at his deceafe, in 1 786, bequeathed to his tutor the 
fum of 20,000 /. 

The Bifhop was hardly warm in his feat, before be 
brought himfelf into pretty general notice, as the advocate 
of ecclefiaftical reform, in " A Letter addrefled to the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury." In this letter his Lordfhip 
dated, with no fmall force, and with confiderable patho8>f 
the hardihips of the inferior clergy, and the neceflity of an 
equalifation of church preferments. Though his arga<- 
ments.wereconclnCve, and though the facts which he ftated 
were incontrovertible, yet many friends to his fchemc 
thought him rather too precipitate and irregular in. bringing 
fojward his fentimentson this fubjeft* An addrefs to the 
metropoHtan, through the medium of the prefs,. £rom the 
junior prelate on the bench, was confidered as a mode of 
proceeding not quite in the ftrift line of ecclefiaftical pro- 
priety, nor the beft calculated to attain the objedi in view^ 

Thi4 letter accordingly drew down on his Lordihip feme 
very fevcrc ftriftures from the pen of Mr. Cumberland, a 
writer of great powers,, but who on this occafioa was fas 
from manifefling a. commendable temper. 

The public curiofity was greatly excited when it was un- 
derftood that he was appointed to preach before the Lords^ 
January 30th, 1 783. His difcourfes at Cambridge were ftiU 
frefti in every perfon's remembrance, and therefore fome- 
what unufual was expefted on this occafion. The abbey 
was uncommonly crowded j but the Bifliop conduced him- 
felf with extreme caution, and delivered a fermon admira- 
ble in its compofition, and very temperate in its fentiments. 
.In 1786, his Lordfliip publiftied at Cambridge, " a Col- 
" leftion of Theological Trafts," in fix volume^ o£):a¥0| 
defigned entirely for the ufe of ftudents in divinity.- This 
colleftion confifts of pieces on the mod interefting fubjeAs.. 
in facred literature, by different writers, many of which 

were 
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were become exceeding fcarce. Little elfe is wanting to 
form fuch a compilation, but great reading, candour, and 
judgment. Thefe are fuflSciently difplayed in this edition 5 
and it cannot but prove an ineftimable library of divinity to 
every candidate for holy orders. 

At the time of the King's illnefs, the Bilhop voted with 
thofe Lords who confidered the Prince of Wales as having an 
abfolute right to an unqualified affumption of the Regency. 
As the fee of St. Afaph was then vacant by the death of the 
worthy Dr. Shipley, fome perfons were 'difpofed to think 
that Biihop W* had his eye upon a tranilation thither. The 
•King, however, recovered, the Regency of courfe dropt to 
the ground, and the bifhopric of St. Afaph was filled by 
Dr. Halifax. 

In June, 1791, the Bifliop delivered a charge to his cler- 
gy, in which he took occafion to touch upon the great revo- 
lution which had recently taken place in France, and to ad- 
vert to the ftate of things at home, chiefly with refpefl: to 
the condition of the church, and the pretenfions of diffent- 
crs. Some of his hearers took notes of his Lordfliip's dif- 
courfe* copies of which were not only circulated with great 
induftry throughout the diocefe, but fpread over all parts of 
the principality, and even reached Lambeth. Alarmed at 
the intention evidently manifeftcd by this mode of circula- 
tion, the Bi{hop*loft no time inpublifhing a faithful copy of 
hiv- charge, which completely did away the evil defigns of 
his enemies. 

In the courfe of the prefent eventful conteft, his Lordflifp 
has exhibited himfelf, in general, the fteady advocate of pa- 
cific meafures 5 and he has made fome admirable and very 
impreffivc fpeeches in his place in the houfe, on the necef- 
.fity of adopting a conciliatory fpirit. 

But one of the beft fervices which he ever rendered to 
the public, was in countera£ling the poifonous principles of 
the author of ** The age of Reafon," by an •' Apology for 

N 2 the 
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the Biblcj in a feries of Letters addrefied to the author of 
that work." 1 796. This has doubtlcfs been of infinitt fcr- 
vice in maintaining the caufe of truth } as it is written in a 
popukir manner, and with a dignity of exprefFion and 
power of argument moft admirably adapted to imprcfs the 
mind with that refpef^ful ferioufnefs which is fo necefiary 
to produce a rational convi&ion. 

It rs to be lamented, however, that the Bifhop has given 
fome advantage to the infidels, by paffing over in filence cer-t 
tain parts of the Bible obje£bed to by them. From that 
filence much has been inferred ; and it certainly would have 
been more noble, and in fa£l more prudent, to have ex- 
preffed his free opinion concerning thofe paflages. '' 

At the beginning of the prefent year, his Lordfliip printed 
a very feafonable and animated " AddreCs to the People of 
Great Britain." In this performance the Bifliop waves dif- 
cufling the merits or demerits of the war, as to its origin. 
He confiders the nation as reduced to the alternative either 
of an abfolute fubmiflion to the enemy, or a vigorous pro- 
fccution of the conteft. Preferring the latter to the former, 
he pleads for great facrifices, and calls upon his countrymen 
to make very ftrenuous exertions. 

Every body allowed this addrefs to poflefs great merit as 
a compofition ; but many who have made financial politics' 
their ftudy, conceived that the Bifhop had gone out of his 
depth, while others think, and doubtlefs with reafon, that 
he has departed from all his former principles. 

That fuch a tra61:, coming from fuch a man, fhould pro- 
duce replies, is not to be wondered at. The weight of his 
Lordfhip's character was well known. His popularity was 
very great -, and thofe who were adverfe to the fentiments 
which he now exprefTed, were fenfible that they would have a 
veryextenfive influence upon the public mind. Theprofecution 
of two of his Lordlhip's antagonifts, hasinflifted a deadly 

wound 
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wCKind on the liberty of the prefs, and thus rendered con^ 
troverfy fafe only on one fide of the queftion i 

The Bi(hop is a good public fpeakcr 5 his aflion is gracc- 
fuly his voice full and harmonious, ^nd his delivery chafte 
and coTTcSk. 

As a writer he is diftinguiflied by a ftylc plain and neat, 
but ftriftly pure, ntrvous, and argumentative. 

As a bifhop his chatafter is moft excellent ; and as far 
as his influence extends, he hath been univerfally the pa- 
tron of merit. His family confifts of fix children ; and his 
chief refidence is at Colgarth Park, delightfully fituate near 
the hkes in his native county. 

Befides the pieces already mentioned, he hath written ; 

«' Richardi Watfon, A. M. Coll. Sacr, Saoftx Trin. Soc. 

ct Chemia Profeflbris in Academia Cantabrigenfi, Inftitu- 

tionum Chemicarum in prcleftioiiibus Academicis explica- 

tarum Pars.Metallurgica." 8vo. 1766. " An Eflay on the 

Sttbjedis of Chemiftry, and their general Divifions." 8vo. 

1 77 1. ** A Defence of revealed Religion, in two Sermons 

preached in the cathedral church of LandafF." " A Charge 

to the Clergy of that Diocefe, in June 1795." Sermons 

and Trafts," one volume, 8vo. ; and a " Charge to his 

Clergy, in 1798." 

A.T. V 



THE HONOURABLE HENRY ERSKINE. 

Henry Erskine, the brother of David Earl of Buchan, 
is fuppofed to poffefs even a double portion of his genius. 
He received, in early youth, the advantage of that liberal 
andr'literary education which in Scotland is rarely denied 
even to the meaneft yeoman j and has, till of late, been 
moft folicitoufly beftowed on the children of nobility. The 
fortune which he inherited was not fufBcient t6 enable him 
to bury his talents in frivolous idlenefs, and he cbofe the 
praSiice of the law for his profeflional pu^rfuit. He was ac- 
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cordingly admitted, when very young, a member of the 
ScottiQi Faculty of Advocates ^ and diftinguiflied himfelf alike 
at the bar, in the focieties of his companions, and thofe ele- 
gant and faihionable aflemblies unto which his high birth 
and perfonal accomplifliments introduced him, by an un- 
rivalled fprightlinefs of fancy, and quicknefs of apprehen- 
fion. When all contended in wit, and fportive humour, 
the fupreme praife fcarcely ever failed to be beftowed on 
Henry Erfkine. 

The elocution of the Scottifli bar, even then, favoured 
not a little of the unftion of Donald Cargill, or Georgo 
Whitefield. Young Erfkine, in his firft pleadings, difplay* 
ed with an inimitable felicity a certain grace, livelinefs, and 
eafe, which needed but to be heard, in order to put to 
ihame thofe vile compofitions which had been before ad- 
mired. Every thing concurred to promife him a moft bril- 
liant career. But it was feared, that parts fo lively, and 
fuccefs fo fplendid, might prove fatal, by feducing him in- 
to that negligence, and that felf-conceit, which, alas ! too 
often blight the richcft buds of opening genius. The anx-» 
iety of his friends, the invidious rivalry of his competitors, 
were alike ready to fuggeft that diffipation, frivolity, or pe- 
tulant felf-applaufe, muft foon expofe him to be outftripped 
in his pfofcflional career, by the moft fober fpirited of his 
brother advocates, in the Came manner as the hare in the 
fable is f*id to have been left behind by the fnail. The event, 
however, proved far otherwife. 

He had the good fenfe to perceive that, in order to excel, 
he ought to dedicate himfelf with inflexible ardour and per- 
feverance to the atjtainment of profeflional excellence, and 
acquire by unremitting praftice that honourable independ- 
ance of fortune which was neceflary to give due luftre to 
)ii9 talents. In a (hort time he became an elder, and a 
Speaker in the general aflembly of the church of Scotland, 
tlie beft theajtre for 4clif)crajtivc eloquence which his native 

' couotrj 
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country affords. He ^vigilantly feized every occafion for the 
cxercife of his abilities, as a lawyer and a pleader -, and foon 
ccmvmced the world that he was determined to become a 
iCteady praSitioner. 

Having obtained in marriage the only darughter of Mr. 
Fullerton, a lady of a refpeftabte family, and who brought 
him a very handfome fortune, that event tended happily 
•to confirm him in thofe habits of afliduity, for which he 
had begun before to be diftinguiflied. 

Every fucceflive year now encreafed his employment at 
the bar, and he was foon accounted, if not the very firft, 
at icaft in Ac foremoft rank. Eminent as a wit, and an 
advocate, his ^oliticai fendments could not long be a mat- 
ter of indifference to the circle in which he moved. Like 
his brother, the Earl of Buchan, he avowed himfelf a 
ftaunch a«d ardent Whig, and naturally gained the notice 
and the £riend(hip of the moft illuftrious votaries of Whig- 
gifm, as well in JLngland as in Scotland. 

After the conclufion of the American war, when Qiarles 
Fox, along with that great political -party of which he was 
the informing and guiding genius, were, for a ftiort time, 
raafters of the energies of the Britifh government, Henry 
Erikine was the man whom they chofe as the confidential 
lawyer of their adminiftration in Scotland. They accord- 
ingly haftened to appoint him Lord Advocate ; and fo fplen- 
did was his reputation as a lawyer, and fo liberal his cha- 
rafter as a man of integrity and honour, that the voice even 
of his political enemies, could fcarcely refrain from ap- 
plauding the nomination. 

But Fox and his party were quickly driven from the helm ; 
and Erfkine was difniifled from his oificial fituation, to make 
room for one who was, indeed, a very worthy young man, 
but deftitute alike of powerful talents, and juridical experi- 
ence. This lofs, however, could neither degrade the cha- 
m&€T qi Erikine, nor leffen his pradtice at the bar. He 
had before been, and he ftill continued to be, the lawyer, 

whom^ 
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whom 9 on every great occafion, both parties were anxious 
to retain as their firft counfel. 

Upon a vacancy in the office of Dean of the Faculty of 
Advocates, of which he has fince been fo (hamefully be- 
reft, that refpeftable body, perhaps the mod illuftriou^ ju- 
ridical corporation in Europe, beftowed the office on Henry 
-Eirfkine, with an eagerncfs which feemcd to demon(lrate» 
that they' conferred equal hopour on him and themfelvcs by 
the choice. 

Although a man of wit and talents, he has not been 
fo imprudent as to lavifli his honourable gains in 9 
carelefs profuGon of expence, inftead of accumulating 
them for a patrimony to his children. Neither did tht 
fatal fchifm in the Whig party,' in confequencQ of the 
divcrfity of fentimcnts with which the events of the French 
revolution were beheld in Britain, betray him into any po» 
. litical inconfiftcncy. On the contrary, he ftill firmly ad- 
hered to ♦'hofe principles of freedom, which Fox and him- 
felf had been accuftomcfd to confider as the genuine grounds 
of the Britifli revolution in 1688. 

Since the commencement of the prefent war, a period, 
during which the coUifions of party-fpirit are become more 
fierce and violent than before, various praftices, too ipean 
and difbonourable to be worthy of aught but contemptuousi 
oblivion, have been recurred to, in order to hurt ^he cha-» 
rafter and diniiniOi the practice of Henry Erfkine, by men 
who could not win his virtue to their fide, and who were 
deCrous to diminifh that afcendancy to which they pould no.t 
afpire in the career of generous emulation. But talents, 
fortune, and charafter, fuch as his, may defpifc calumny, 
and fmile ^t the impotence of ipalice. 
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LORD CHARLEMONT. 

WHEN high rank is united with great virtues, and both 
are embcllilhed by karning, tafte, and talents, we then fee 
man in hi^ proudeft form ; we overlook or forget all that is 
weak, frail, and mortal, rn his nature, and look up to him 
as a being of a fuperior order. Such a charafter is the Earl 
of Charlemont ; a nobleman, on whom, even in times of 
the moft imminent danger, neither turbulence, faftion, nor 
flander, has dared to caft an afperfion. 

Of his Lordfhip's early life,"a great part was fpent abroad; 
charmed with the arts, the climatle, and the language of 
Italy, it was for many years his favourite reddence. With 
the reft of the world, however, he was intimately acquaint- 
ed ; as at every court which, a young nobleman generally 
vifits, h^ fpent more than the ufual time. In all, he was 
refpcfted and beloved ; and he has been heard to fay, that 
when he returned home, there was not a country in Europe 
in which he was not more known, and had not more of thofe 
connexions which fweeten life, than in his native Ireland ! 

Home, however, his lordfhip di4 at length return, at 
about the age of thirty, and is faid to have been haftened 
by a diforder contracted, as is fuppofed from poifon, admi- 
niftered by the jealoufy of a woman with whom he had an 
amorous intercourfe. Of this diforder, the malignity had 
baffled the efficacy of all the medical Ikill which his lordfhip 
found abroad, and it remained for the honour of an Irifli 
phyfician, if not radically to remove the difeafe, at leaft to 
^ alleviate its force, and preferve a life which was to be the 
ornament and pride of his country. That phyfician was the 
celebrated Dr, Lucas, a man diftinguiflied, not more by the 
fuccefs of his medical exertions in hi^ lordfliip's cafe, than 
by the zeal and energy which he has difplayed as a political 
writer, and a popular reprefentative. 
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Having thus recovered a moderate fliare of health by the 
Ikill of this Irifli patriot, and prefcribed for hirafelf a de- 
gree of temperance and ftriftnefs of regimen which few 
men would have had the fteadinefs to obferve, his lordfhip 
began to think of an heir. He married Mifs Hickman, 
daughter of Thomas Hickman of the Co. Clare, Efq. a 
lady poflefled of good fcnfe, and a mod amiable difpoiition. 
In confequence of this marriage, his lordfhip has (everal 
children, the eldefl of whom (Francis William) is Lord 
Caulfield, a young nobleman of whom it is reafonablc to 
hope, that he will emulate the virtues of his father, he is at 
prefent Knight of the (hire for the Co. Armagh, and an aflive 
and popular member of the Houfe of Commons. 

Lord Charlemont, having felt, from his early refidence 
abroad, the mortification of being a ftranger in his native 
country, refolved that his fon fliould have a domellic educa- 
tion. Lord Caulfield was therefore educated at the college 
of Dublin, where he diftinguiflied himfelf, not mbre for 
the pofleffion of a found and mafculine underflanding, than 
for early induftry, and mild, and conciliating manners. 

From the moment in which Lord Charlemont firft cm- 
barked in public life, he has invariably promoted the bed in-^ 
terefts of the country. He affeftcd not, however, in any 
inftance, that popularity which follows rather the (hewy 
and infinccre profeflions of the demagogue, than the wife 
and well-judged meafurcs of him who ferves his country 
more from a motive of duty than a thirft of fame. With 
him, patriotifm was a virtue which he praftifed for its own 
fake, and without attention to any confcqucnces, except the 
approbation of his own mind, and a (tri£l attention to the 
public welfare. 

That his political condu£b has uniformly refuited from the 
pureft motives, nothing, perhaps, could more ftrongly prove, 
than the manner in which his Bourough of Charlemont has 
\)een rpprefented. Though his lordfliip does not poflefs 
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wealth fufficient. to render the feptennial receipt of 5000 1. 
(the ufual price for two mif-reprefentatives !) an objedi of 
no importance, yet, in no one inftance, has he yielded to 
the impulfe of venality ; for he has never fold, to the high- 
eft bidder, the office of Legiflator for his country ! In the 
reprefentatives of his Borough, his lordftiip required only 
talents and virtue ; and it has been his peculiar good fortune 
to have always felcfted men eminently poflefled of both. 

Among thofe who have reprefented Charlemont fince it 
fell into his lordfhrp's hands, Mr. Grattan is the moft con- 
fpicuous. And it was the member for this Borough, who 
wrought the independance of Ireland. In the Iloufe of 
Peers, his lordftiip contributed to that great event, if not by 
his eloquence, for he is not a public fpeaker, at leaft by his 
vote, his influence, and his example. 

Thefe virtuee and fer vices of Lord Charlemont were nei- 
ther unobferved nor unrewarded by the public. He was ac-' 
cordingly raifed by the unanimous voice of the people, more 
fully and faithfully exprefied than it had been on any other 
occafion, to the moft honourable fiiuation which it was in 
their power to beftow, that of commander-in-chief of an 
army felf-appointed, and felf^paid, confifting of 80,000 free- 
men, including ail the gentry and the nobility of the king- 
dom. To this command of the Old Volunteer army of Ire- 
land, he was for feveral years fucceflively elefled j nor did 
this relation between that extraordinary body of men and his 
lordflrip ceafe, until a difference of political opinion had 
arifen, which induced him to refign. That difference arofe 
on the queftion of admitting the Catholics to participate in 
tlie power of the ftate. The idea was firft broached in an 
addrcfs from the volunteers of Ulfter to his lordftiip, at a 
time when they had been reviewed by him in the neighbour- 
hood of Belfaft. He in very plain, but very polite and ref- 
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peftful terms, exprcffed, in his anfwer, his difFercnce of opi- 
nion on that queftion. A difcordancc of fentimcnt, ott a 
point of fuch moment, muft have been fatal to that cordia^ 
lity of affedbion which had alone reconciled him to the tFOUr 
blefomc, though highly honourable, fituation to which he 
had been raifed : he therefore flior^ly afterwards refigned 
his command ; and government having for fome time before 
withdrawn its countenance from the volunteer army, it gra« 
dually dwindled into infignificance. 

That his lordftiip w;is either morally or politically corre^, 
in an opinion which tended to perpetuate political incapa^ 
cities on account of religious tenets, would perhaps be dif- 
ficult to prove i but that he afted on that occafion, as on all 
others, rather from a confcioufnefs of right, than a view to 
popular applaufe, cannot be doubted, for to his popularity 
nothing at that time could have been fo fatal. There was, 
however, fomething in his charafter which difarmed politi- 
cal inveftive, even while aggravated by religious animoiity. 
The mod virulent of thofe who blamed his conduft feemed 
to hefitate in calling him a bigot. 

Of a reform in the repref<;ntation his lordfliip has been 
long a friend, and was among the firft of thofe noblemen 
and gentlemen, who, when the queftion was agitated, and 
the great difficulty appeared to be, how individuals fhould 
be fatisfied for the annihilation of their property, made an 
offer of a voluntary furrender of their boroughs to the public. 

On the queftion of the regency, too, he adopted that fide 
\vhich alone was thought compatible with the independance 
of Ireland. He was one of thofe, who, in oppofition to 
the partifans of Mr. Pitt, affcrted the right of that king- 
dom to appoint its own regent -, and, as they conftituted 
a majority in the two houfes, they accordingly offered the 
regency to the heir apparent. For this, and fome other po- 
litical offences, he was fliortly afterwards removed from 
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the gorernment of the county of Armagh, afi office to which 
he might be almoft faid to have an hereditary right. 

In a mind like that of his lordihip, cultivated, vigorous^ 
and pure, error is fcldom a plant of perennial growth. The 
opinion which he fo honeftly entertained, and fo boldly avow- 
ed to the volunteer army of 1784, he feems to have fince 
changed for thofe of a more liberal complexion, as he has 
fince fupported the Catholic claim to the eleftive franchife, 
which parliament acceded to in 1793, and is at prcfent an 
advocate for what is called catholic emancipation. 

Of that fyftem of coercion which preceded the late in- 
furreftion in Ireland, of the burning of villages, hanging 
their inhabitants, tranfporting perfons fufpedted without 
► trial, ftrangling and whipping to extort confeffion, and bil- 
letting the military at free quarters in diftrifts in which 
individuals had been diforderly, his lordihip has been uni- 
formly the declared enemy. He, therefore, was one of the 
very few who fupported Lord Moira in his parliamentary 
reprobation of thefe meafures, and in recom unending thofe of 
peace and conciliation. Nothing, however, can be more 
remote from his charafler, than that of a faftious man, or a 
fyftematic oppofitionift. He has fupported Great Britain in 
the war, merely becaufe Great Britain was engaged in it, 
without any relation to the abftraft merit of the conteft ; 
and he ha3 acceded chearfully to every law, and every mevi- 
fure, which the government thought neceflary, againft the 
affault of foreign force or domeftic difaffeftion. 

Unexceptionable, however, as Lord Charlemont's political 
€ondu£); has been, it is not as a politician tliat he is exclu- 
fiiscly entitled to our regard. He is more highly eftimable, 
perhaps, as a mar of tafte nnd literature. As a general fcho- 
lat, he has not his equal in the IriHi Peerage. Pofieffing a 
refpe£lable knowledge of the learned languages, he is alfo 
intimately acquainted with tl^ofc of modern Europe, parti- 
cularly the Italiaii, in which he is an adept. To his love 
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of letters, Ireland owes, in a great meafurc, the eftabllflf-* 
ment of the only literary fociety (except the univerfity) which 
ihe poflefics, namely, the Royal Irifh Academy, which was 
incorporated by royal charter in 1786, and of which his 
lordihlp has, fince its foundation, been annually ele£i;ed prc- 
fident. Of this office, he difcharges the duties, con amore^ 
conftantly attending its meetings, unlefs when ill health pre- 
vents, pre fi ding with a father's care over its concerns, and 
occafionally contributing to fill the pages of its tranfa£lions. 
In thefe volumes, his Jordfliip has publiflied three eflaysi 
which are highly refpedlable ; one on a contefted paflage in 
Herodotus-, another on an ancient cuftom at Meteline, 
with confiderations on its origin; and a third on the antiquity 
of the Woollen manufafture in Ireland, which he has 
proved from fome pafTages in the Italian poets. 

Thefe, however, conftitute but fmall part of what his 
lordfliip has written. To fome of his friends he has (he^wn, 
at various times, materials for larger works. With them, 
It is to be feared, the public will net be favoured during his, 
life; and they will, probably, be left to the mercy of a 
pofthumous editor. 

Among the lovers and the judges of the fine arts, he hcrfds 
a very confpicuous rank. At his houfe in Rutland-fquare, 
Dublin, is to be feen a moft refpeftablc colleclion of the 
geat mafters in painting and fculpture, both ancicnt'^and 
modern ; and of his tafte in architefture, his temple of 
Marino, within a couple of miles of the metropolis, is a 
beautiful fpecirnen. 

In parliament he has never been a fpeaker, he feems to 
want nerves for an orator, and to be felicitous rather of the 
pleafures of iludy, than of thofe raptures which rcfult from 
the involuntary burfts of an applauding auditory. In con- 
verfation he is communicative, affable, and cheerful, in an 
extraordinary degree ; equally apt to catch as to impart fa- 
tisfaftion : nor is it the frippery of fancy which efcapeshim ; 
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the eSufiorrs of his full mind flow like the waters of a deep 
river, at once placid and majedic, uniform and profound* 

Of bis- time he is remarkable economical ; every hour 
has its^ allotted occupation^ nor is this arrangement varied but 
on occafions of confiderable nrioment. So regular is he even 
in his rides, that you might afcertain the time of the day to a 
minute by the fpot on which you find him. His figure is 
exceedingly venerable, and ftriking. Upwards of fixty, his 
long grey hairs, and bend'ng form, give him the appearance 
of nfHKrh greater age, while the placidity and ftrength of his 
councenfintfe irreddibly imprefs the idea, that wifdom and 
virtue have been the companions of 'his life. It is a remark- 
able circumilance, .that the precarious ftate of his health, 
fince hiS" partial recovery from the difafter of his youth, 
made it neceflary for him to ufe the cold bath throughout tlie 
year; and until lately, even in the depth of the fevercft 
winter, he did not dare to intermit the pradtice. 



HENRY GRx\TTAN. 

Henry Gratian was born in the capital of Ireland, 
about the year 175 1. His father,'^ an eminent barriftcr, 
though pofleffing confiderable talents, and deriving a compe- 
tent (hare of pra£licc from the good opinion entertained of 
his fkiiland integrity by the. citizens of Dublin, yet never 
rofc to any high legal fituation. The Recorderfhip of the 
city, a place at that time worth about 600/. per an?jumy and 
to which the corporation cleft, was the only office he ever 
filled.' To wealth, accumulated by the induftry or the fuc- 
cefs of his anceftors, Kenry, therefore, could not look *, he 
was. accordingly taught early to depend for his future 
fame and fortune on his own exertions. 

At tlie ufual time he was entered a (tudent of Trinity 
College, Dublin, where he was foou diftinguiflxd as the pow- 
erful competitor of two clafs-fellows, whofe good fortune 
and talents have fince raifcd them to tl»e higheil fituations in 
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the ftatc, Mr. Fitzgibbon, now Chancellor of Ireland, and 
Mr. Fofter, the prefent Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 

Of fome of the mod fliining chara£ters which the Dbb- 
lin univerfity has given to the \jrorld, it has been obferrcd, 
that during their refidence in that faninary their talents were 
not exercifed, nor their powers known : Mr. Edmund Bnrkc 
exhibits one memorable indance in behalf of this aflertion : 
but in refptft to Mr. G. and his celebrated contemporaries, 
that collifion which refuhs from a rivalry of acquirements 
and talents, called forth a full exertion of the mental facul- 
ties, and they were therefore diftinguiflied as men poflcffing 
firft-rate parts, before they were called to exhibit them on 
tlie theatre of life. After taking a degree, Mr. G. was, in 
1772, called to the Irifli Bar, and for a few years attended the 
four courts witli an empty bag, and a mind too elaftic to be 
confined to the forms of pleading, and too liberal to be occu- 
pied by the purfuits of a mere lawyer. 

Difguftcd at laft with a profeiFion, in which he perceived 
he would never rife but by habits to which he could not 
crouch, he retired, not wealthy, but pofleffing from his fa- 
ther, who Was now dead, a patrimony, which, with econo- 
my, might have fecured him independence. It was not long 
before he was made known to Lord Charlemont, who had 
for fome time been returned to Ireland. By his Lordihip, 
u!jo has always (hewn equal fagacity in difcovering and zeal 
in promoting genius, he was returned to parliament for his 
borough of Charlen^ont. Entering into the legiflatare under 
fuch aufpices, it was natural toexpcft that Mr. G. would be- 
come the advocate of his then fr.fFering and dependent coun- 
try. Ireland, indeed, at that time, was in a ftate of perfeft 
humiliation, being confidered merely as a province to the 
fifter country. Her legiflaturc v.ns a petty council, incapable 
of originating laws 5 and her courts of n^ftice fubordinatc 
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itt) ttefe 6i England, and inconftpctcnt to a final decifion : 
dtfftitute of foreign commerce, from which flic had been 
excluded by Britifti monopoly, her manufadures were 
icruflied by the weight of Britiih competition, and the in- 
duftry of her people cheked from want of encouragement 
to excite it ;. in (hort, difcontent, bankruptcy, and wretch- 
ednefs^ covered the face of the country. 

To evils of fuch magnitude, and \iihich the calamities 
brought on by the unfortunate conteft with America great- 
ly aggravated, the narrow policy of the times was applying 
petty palliatives. JSubicriptions were collected, to keep the 
artiiicerfi from famiihirig; aflbciations were formed, to 
weaf . only domeflic manufa£l:ures ; and parliament itfelf 
looked, fdr fome time, no further than to alleviate the 
prcfiWre of the immediate evil. Mr. G. however; whofd 
mind was formed to embrace fomething beyond prefent 
bbfeds ; who was accudomed to trace effe^s to their 
cadfeSy sind to look forward to future confequences ; per- 
ceived that the root of thofc calamities was not a temporary 
ftagnation of trade from the American war, but rather to 
be found in the unjuft reftraints impofed by Great Britain 
, on the exertions of the country ; and that to attempt their 
cure by tetnporary expedients^ would be to roll up the 
(lone of Stfypbus. 

He was the firft, therefore, who had the boldhefs and 
the . wifdom to urge tht legiflature to complain df thofe 
reftraints; his eflorts were (econded by the unanimous 
vciJcciof the country ; and fuch was the efficacy of a politi*^ 
cal truths thus urged^ and thu^ fupported, that even the 
whole force of Britifli influence was found unequal to re- 
fill it. The Irifli legiflature adopted, and decreed the fenti- 
ment ; and, after fome hefitation on the part of the Britifii 
legiflature, the commerce of Ireland was, in part, opened 
to her children. A temporary gleam of fatisfadlion wa* 
ibed over the country by this concefftofi^ as it was called, of 
the Britifli piarliament ; for fo accuftomed had the people 
. been to exclufion, to penalties, and redridion, that a re-^ 
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laxation or fufpenfion of any of thefe was lobked on as the 
conferring of- a poGtive benefit^ rather than the ceflation of 
an adual injury. 

Mr. G.'s name was now become an objefl of adoration 
to the people, and by the volunteer aifociations, which the 
dangers of the war had called forth, he was looked up to 
with peculiar refpeft. In this (late of aflPairs, the re-aAion 
q{ popularity upon patriotifm feemed to impart new energy 
to his mind. 

Mr. G. continued to exert himfelf with indefatigable 
affiduity in the fcnate, and by leading the mind of the pub- 
lic, and even of the legiflaturc itfelf, to the confideration of 
national rights, and the aflual political fituation of thrif 
common country with rcfycQ. to England, he was clearing 
the way for that meafurc which he meditated— a declaration 
of the legiflature in favour of national independence. 

By obtaining freedom of commerce for the countrji he 
had already, indeed,* done much toward the attainnsent of 
the great objeft ; for he had removed the key-ftone of the 
arch, and thus weakened the cohefion of the whole fabric ; 
— he had taught the people to think, and the legiflature to 
feel its own power ; — he had introduced a fpirit of innoira- 
tlon upon the old fyflem of Britifh domination, and- the 
vigour with which innovations on fuch fyftems are oppofed^ 
proves their malign efficacy. Mr. G. therefore, who ob- 
ferved with plcafure, no doutt, the operation of' thpfe 
caufes on the public mind, endeavoured by an induftrious 
exertion of oratorical powers in the fenate, to increafe their 
force, and fccond their elFeft. His eloquence, of a cad 
ijiOTc warm and animated than either parliafnent or the 
people had ufually felt, and exerted upon fubjefts refpeft- 
ing which the human mind is fufceptible of the greateft 
degree of enthufiaftic fervor, was gratified by complete fuc- 
cefs. Diredled by a fagacious under(landingj which could 
catch the moment propitious to exertion, and proportion ita 
zeal to its objed, his parliamentary fpeeches taught a fub- 
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Jilgated nation to pant for indepeilderice ; while the public 
voice, highly animated on thid fubjefb^ and feconded by the 
loud aflcnt of 8o>ooo men in arms (for to fo many did the 
volunteer aifociations amount !)> kindled, even in the Cold 
bofom of parliament itfelf, a defire to aflert its dignity, and 
rcfcue its authority from the gripe of Britifh ufurpation. 

Of this fentiment, fo novel in an Iri(h legiflatnre, that 
had long forgotten the pride of independence — of this 
energy, which arifing from extrinGc circumflances, rather 
than a native and internal principle of virtue, was therefore 
likely foon to vanifh, when thofe circumflances (hould ceafe 
to ex]ft-*-Mr. G. availed himfelf y he caught, as he infpired, 
the generous flame ; and by one of thofe extraordinary dif- 
plays of impaffioned eloquence, to which even the eloquent 
cannot rife, but when a momentous ohjcQ: feems to fumiih 
adequate powers, he gave rife to the celebrated declaration^ 
«* that the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland only, 
could make laws to bind Ireland, in any cafe whatfoever." 

Mr. Crattan's popularity was now at its acme. The 
achievement of a nation's independence by an individual, 
unaided by any force or any influence but that which ge- 
nius and which truth afford, was confidered as the refnlt of 
talents and of virtue almoft above the lot of humanity. The 
legiflature itfelf feemed for once to participate in the feel- 
ings of the people, for in the fervor of admiration, it was 
propofed that ^^ 100,000 (hould be voted him, as a mark of 
approbation. 

In its full extent, this propofltion was not adopted, for on 
a fubfcqucnt fitting, when the vote was before the Commit- 
tee, they reduced it (at the fpccial inftance of Mr. Grattan's 
friends) to ;f 50,000 ; to that amount, however, the grant 
was confirmed, and Mr. G. actually received that fum. * 

The declaration of rights of the Irifli legiflature, how- 
ever unwelcome it muft have been to the minider and par- 
liament of England, was received there with that kind of 
placid acquiefccnce with which we aflcnt to what is inevi-- 
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table. A negociation was immediately indituted between 
the two nations, which terminated in the repeal of the 6th 
of Geo. I. the aft by which the Britifli Parliament declared 
its right to bind Ireland by Briti(h (latutes. 

On the fubje£): of this repeal, a queftion arofe, which fuf* 
pended, for a confiderable time, Mr. G.'s popularity. It 
was contended by Mr. Flood, ^ gentleman, who, though he 
did not originate the meafure of declaring the legillative indcK 
pendence of the country, yet co-operated to promote it, th«t 
as the 6th of Geo. L was an aft only declaratory of a rigbti 
aflerted by the Britifh Parliament to h. ve b..en veiled in it 
prior to the cnaftion of that ftatute, the " fimple repeal'' 
of the (latutc did not involve a renunciation of th& right i 
and he inGded, that notwithilanding that repeal. Great 
Britain might, and from her former conduft towards Ire^ 
land probably would, re fume the exercife of it. He thenci^ 
fore advifed the legiflature to demand of the Britifh pWlia* 
ment a full and explicit renunciation of all right in- futurd 
to bind Ireland. This opinion was adopted by the. people ; 
and carrying with it all the force which reafon or experi-* 
enc&can give to apropofition in politics, met very powerful 
fupport even in both houfes of parliament. Mr. Grattao^ 
whofe fagacity this objeftion to a Ample repeal had eluded^ 
and who, from a principle of vanity, perhaps, which has its 
ftrong hold even in minds of the firft clafs, afFefted the ci- 
cluHve honour pf .originating and condufting the emanci* 
pation of his country, ^ applied all his power of reafon, of 
fophiilry, and of eloquence, to combat this doftrinc of Mr. 
Flood. 

He contended, that the repeal of a declaratory law, ac- 
companied by fuch circumftances as attended that of this^ 
mud be confideredy and would by the world be confidcied, 
as implying a renunciation of the right ; but that, even 
if it were not fo, and that Great Britain fhould be fo unjuft 
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and impolitic as to refutne the right, wbtfn flie fhould Re- 
cover means to fuppon it by power, an exjJlicit renuncia- 
tion would be but a (lender defence againd Jtt}uftice, fup- 
ported by force ; that in fuch circumftances, the true fcca- 
rity of the people would confift, not in an aft of parlia- 
menty byt in that patriotic energy which would enable 
them to defend, as it had already enabled them to aflfert, 
their mdcpendcncc ; and that to force Great Britain, in 
thh her hour of diftrefs, to confcfs herfelf an ufurper, by 
an exprefs renunciation of a right which (he had exercifed, 
would be as ungenerous to her, as it would be ufelefs to 
Ireland. 

With the people thefe arguments had no weight, and in 
the fenate they were borne down by the irrefiftible force of 
truth and experience, feconded by the powerful and logical 
eloquence of Mr. Flood. In popplar eftimatioUj indeerd, 
Mr. Cs charader had been falling for fome time ; it was 
certain he had received the money which parliament had 
voted him; and it was inOnuated, that for the prompt 
payment of it, and other confiderations, he had engaged 
with adminiftration to counteradl the independence which 
his former exertions had obtained. But in fuch infinua- 
tionft there is the bed reafon to believe there was no truth. 
It is, however, certain, that in the conted with Mr. Flood^ 
..on the efficiency of a fimple repeal, Mr. G. nojt only rea- 
foned weakly,, but that in many indances, connefted with 
that difpute, he afted intemperately. On one occafion par- 
licularly, he pronounced a Philippic againd Mr. Flood, 
which was lefs didinguifhed by genius and point, than by 
acerbity and virulence. His antagonid replied, perhaps in 
a ftyJe too much like that of his opponent. Both parties 
Imittediately left the Houfe of Commons, but were prevented 
from terminating the conted in a duel, by being indantly 
put under atred, and bound in a large fum to keep the 
peace. Mr. Flood, in the courfe of the nckt evening, pro- 
nounced) 
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nounced one of his bed fpeeches, containing a hidory and 
defence of his former poJitical life, which had been on the 
preceding night violently arraigned by Mr. Grattan. Mr. 
G. endeavoured to reply, but was prevented by the cla- 
mours of the houfe. 

Fruflrated in the hope of carrying on exclufivcly to its 
completion, a revolution (for fuch it may be called) which 
he had fo fuccefsfully and honourably commenced, and 
finding the tide of popularity now running ftrong againft 
him, Mr. G. feems for fome time to have completely fc- 
cluded himfelf from politics. During this interval, he 
married a lady of the name of Fitzgerald, not, however* 
as the name would indicate, of the Leinfter family, but 
one who pofTefTed qualities much more valuable than thofe 
of high birth or great conne£^ions, for (he is a wonian of the 
moil angelic difpofition, and of whom Mr. G. remains, 
after a lapfe of fo many years, what he had been in a very 
high degree before his marriage, an enamoured lover. 

Though Mr. G. during this period, did not take an ac- 
tive part in political affairs, he remained dill in parliament, 
and voted as his confcience bade, fometimes with and fome- 
times againft the minifler. It is towards the clofe of the 
year 1785, when, under cover of a commercial arrange- 
ment, it was fuppofed a defign had been formed by the 
Britifli miniftry to fubvert the newly-acquired independence 
of the Iri(h parliament, that we find Mr. G. again alert 
and vigilant at his poft. Of the celebrated propofals which 
were then offered to the Houfe of Commons in Ireland, by 
an agent of the crown, and which are ftlll remembered and 
execrated in that country by the name of " Ord's Propo- 
fitions," one was, " that the Parliament of Ireland, in con- 
<< fideration of being admitted to participate equally with 
« Great Britain in all commercial advantages, (hpuld^ 
'* from time to time, adopt and ena^ all fuch a£ls of the 
<< Britilh Parliament as (hould relate. to the regulation or 

<' management 
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«» management of her commerce, &c." This, it was 
contended, would fink the Parliament of Ireland into a mere 
regiftcr to the Britifti Legiflature. Whether or not this 
\(rouid really be the cafe, <5r whether there was any thing 
unreafonable in ftipulating that the country, which was 
admitted to (hare in the commerce of another, (hould adopt 
the fame commercial regulations as this latter ; it is certain, 
that this opinion was entertained not only by the public in 
general^ but by foote of the ableft men in both houfes, 
and among them by Mr. G. who gave to the whole fyllem 
the moft unqualified and ftrenuous oppofition. This op- 
pofition proved fucqefsful, the meafure was relinquiihed, 
and Mr. G. thenceforward continued to refiil, with the 
moft zealous and perfevering firmnefs, what he called the 
principles of the *^ Old Court ;" principles which he 
looked on as tending to degrade Ireland, by corruption and 
influence, to the fame defpicable and miferable (late to 
which flic had been reduced prcvioufly to the year 1783. 

From this period, we find Mr. G. an aflive leader of the 
country party in. the Houfe of Commons ; loved by the 
people, and dreaded by the cabinet. His popularity, which 
had fo fuddenly funk, on his acceptance of the parliamen- 
tary boon, and his fupport of the fimple repeal, had now 
rifen to its former level j and the nation found, that not- 
withftaiiding one difference of opinion, he was flill an up- 
right and independent fenator. Among the various mea- 
fures which now occupied his attention, was the eftablifh- 
ment of a provi(ion for the clergy, independent of tythes. 
For many years the peafantry of the fouth of Ireland, who 
were exclufively catholics, had been difcontented, not fo 
much with the payment of tythes to proteftant paftors, as 
with the rigid and oppreffive manner in which they had 
been colle£led by proQors and ty the- farmers. That por- 
tion, of the country had been kept by this caufe for almoft 
half a century in difturbance ; and in fome inftances it 
" had 
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had affeflcd the province of Uifter. Mr. G. propolcd i^ 
iDeafure which would have removed every difconteot^ and 
at the fame time have fecured a provifion for the clergf 
equal to that which they then pofTefled, eafy and certain to. 
them, and to the peafantry neither oppreflive nor unplca* 
fant. This plan was how^ever oppofed by the colle6li.vp 
influence of the edablifhed chnrch, and of courfe rejeded 
by the legiflature. Another meafure which be propofed to, 
parliament about the fame time, viz.^r^-a bill to promote the 
improvement of barren land, by exempting reclaimed 
ground froni the payment of tythe, for feven yeacfr-^wa^ 
but little calculated to reftore the favour of the priefthood ; 
^hey accordingly refided and defeated the projeA, and con- 
tinued thenceforward to hate, if not to calumniatCi its 
author. 

The Whig-club had for fome time become a political 
body of confiderable confideration. Mr. G. was one of thei 
firft, if not the very firft member of it, in point of taienf 
and popularity. At his inftance it was, that the members 
of the club, who had been fince its inftitution the advocate^ 
of a liberal fyftem., which they copfidcrcdi^eceirary to the 
fecurlty of the coiiftitution and independence of the country^ 
came now to a refolutionj by which they publicly pledged 
themfelves never to accept offices, under any adminidratioo, 
which (hould not concede certain meafures to the people: 
— thcfe confided principally of a penfion-bill, a bill to make 
the great officers of the crown refponfible for their advice 
and meafures, another to prevent revenue officers frooi 
voting at eleftions, a place bill, &c. This explicit decUn 
ration of a dnoere and fixed purpofe refpccling thofe efien- 
tial fubjefts, gave the fociety much weight with the publicn 
Tind enabled them, after a long oppo(ition on the part of 
adminiftration, to eflFeft their purpofe ; a penfion-bill, a 
place>bill, a rcfponfibility-bill, were at laft yielded by the 
court, asconceffionsof the firft importance, though they bad 
for fo many years refilled them as unneceiTary and unwife. 

The 
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The celebrity which Mr. G. had attained by his oppoGti^ 
pn to Mr. Orde's fydcm, and his fubfequent exertions in the 
.po'^nlar faufe, procured for him, in the year 1 790, an 
JipoQurable and eafy ele^lion^ as reprefentative for the me- 
.tropolis. - 

During t^e eii^iftenc^ of the parliament which then com* 
xnencedy there occurred^ however, a queftion, on which 
Mr. O. and a very confiderable proportion of his conftitu- 
ents^ materially differed ; this was, the claim of the catho- 
lics to the eledive franchife. From his firft entrance into 
parliament, with a mind as liberal as it was enlightened, he 
bad always been the decided friend of every meafure which 
tended to aboli(h thofe political diftinciious, which were 
founded pnly on a difference of religious tenets ; for he 
iponceived that fuch didin^lions had retarded (he prosreCs 
of the country towards <:iyiiiza.tion and induftry. 

The corporation of the city of Dublin, on the contrary, 
proiie, by Ctuation and habit, to religious bigotry, looked 
CO the catholics at once with fufpicion and contempt. £ri- 
JDjiDg a monopojy of municipal honour and emoluments, 
by the exclufioif^of all. who profeffed a different faith from 
the francfaifes of the capital, they confidered every attempt 
to reftore them to thofe franchifes as an attack*on their pro- 
perty, or a violation of their rights. BeGdes thefe caufes, 
the adminiftration had, by fome recent inilitutions, ob- 
tayied a paramount influence in the. corporation ; and to 
perpetuate religious di(lin£lions, which had hitherto kept 
Ireland weak, was (lill the court policy. This influence, 
therefore, operating in conji£2ion with x)ther caufes, ren« 
dered the municipal officers of Dublin incapable of parti* 
cipating in that encreafed liberality of fentiment which had 
now every where begun to diffipate prejudice and difpcl 
bigotry. On the qucftion of admitting the catholics to the 
privileges of the conftitution, the corporation and Mr. G. 
ac;cordiiigly diflfered ; and had not circumftances occurred, 
n^fhiQh pr^ented him from becoming again a candidate for 

the 
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the capital, there can be no doubt that he would not ha?e 
been a fecond time elecled its reprefentative. 

The war with France had now taken place ; Mr. Grat- 
tan approved of it, or rather he confidered Ireland as bound 
with all its might to afTiO: Great Britain when ooee enga- 
ged in the conteft. This at lead was the opinion he enter- 
tained during the (hort adminiflration of Lord Fitzwilliam $ 
and in this opinion he remained, until he found that the 
continuation of hoftilities threatened the empire with ruin, 
either from the incapacity of thofe by whom it was conduc- 
ed, or the murmurs which it occaHoned. In Ireland, in* 
deed, difcontent had been fpreading with incalculable velo- 
city, and deepening as it fpread. The pertinacity and tn- 
folence with which adminiftration had rejedled the petitions 
of the catholics, and the rapidity and inconfiftency with 
which they granted the prayer of thofe petitions, at the firft 
fuggeftion of the Britifli cabinet ; the obflinacy with which 
they rcfufed ever to hear of reform, the advocates of which 
were blackened with abufe, and calumniated as traitors ; 
the enormous encreafe of court-influence, by the flbamelefs 
and wanton encreafe of finecure offices, the lavifh profu- 
fion of titles, and above all, the trick which it was/fuppofed 
the Britifh cabinet had played ofF on Ireland, by fending 
Ix)rd Fitzwilliam with conceffions which were revoked 
when the fupply was voted 5 all thefe caufes had already 
generated a degree of difcontent in the country, of which 
no inftance had been known in former times. The cele- 
brated Society of United Irifhmen, who aflbciated (what- 
ever their real principles migh\ have been) under the pro- 
text of reform, derived from thefe difcontcnts new vigour: 
they had dilTeminated their principles through the ifland, 
and they were already embraced, by a great portion of the 
population of the country. 

Mr. G. perceiving the danger in which the (late was in- 
volved by this fyftem of minifters, conftantly refilled it with 
all his power. He was feconded by a fmall, but active and 

jible 
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able oppoGtion, which left no excrtfon untried to reconcile 
the 'court and the country, by advifing mcafures which 
have ranged every moderate and good man on the fide 
of parliament and the throne, and thus have weakened the 
republican and French fa£lions which had now become fo 
powerful. Thefe efforts were, unfortunately, not fuccefs^ 
ful. Inftead of conciliating^ adminiftration continued to 
exafperatei and fcorning to refort to lenitives, applied the 
mod powerful cauftics: for every mcafure of moderation^ 
or conceflion, which was propofed by Mr. G. and his party, 
one of feverity and coercion was fMbfticuted, iintil the cabi- 
net ultimately arrived at military law, and free quarters! 
At that critical moment, Mr. G. who could no longer 
hope, by his prefence in the fenate, to ferve his country, 
' feceded ; and at the clofij; of the parliament publiflied a very 
eloquent and fpirited addrcfs to his foimer conftituents, 
accounting for his pad condud, and formally declining to 
accept of a feat in the legiflature. 

Such are the leading fads which have marked the life 
of one who, whatever may be thought of him by his oppo-r 
oents, while the fever of politics continues to agitate the 
human mind, will have his merits and defefls examined 
fairly by pofterity, and, in all probability, be acknowleged 
by them as a great on an. 

As to his private life, It has paffed on in a fmooth man- 
ner, marked equally by the praftice of every conjugal and 
domeftic virtue, living when not engaged on public duty, 
at his delightful feat at Xin^hinch, where he fpends his 
time in (ludy, amidft his family, in the enjoyment of the 
fociety of a few feleft friends, and in afts of humane mu- 
nificence to the indigent of his neighbourhood ; he has 
four children, two boys and two girlsj the elded boy wa$ 
bom in 1785. 

In private life, Mr. G. difplays manners that are in a 
high degr^ee pleafing. Wit he feems not to poiTefs, and he 
has a caft of mind too lofty for humour ; but if he does not 
^ fet the table in a roar/' or dazzle with the radiance of 

fancyn 
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fiancy, he difFufcs over the convivial hour the mild channs 
of good-humour, and foftcns focicty with unafTuming gcn- 
tlenefs. 

In convcrfation he appears to great advantage ; for, with 
a mind well ftorcd with ufeful learning, and converfant on 
€ver)r topic which occurs, he has. a felicity of expreflion, 
which conr)municates his meaning in the moft concife and 
impreflivc manner : he is not argumentative, but when an 
argument is inQitutcd, his opinions are urged with great 
modefty, but with great ftrength, and when viftor in the 
conteft, he generoufly relinqiiiflies the field to the van- 
tjuiflicd. 

Of Mr. G's political opinions, the complexion may be 
known from the meafures which he has fupported, and the 
tenor of his parliamentary condudl. As they have (truck 
the mind of the writer, they appear to be ftrongly momir* 
chicaly and arijiocratical only fo far as our conftitution re- 
quires them to be; at the fame time leaning towards a per- 
petuity of union between the two countries, and yet deci- 
dedly adverfe to the exiftence of any Britiih influence in 
Ireland diftindl from that which the union of the two 
crowns on the head of a Britifli prince renders indifpenfa- 
ble. That he fliould, therefore, be connefted with si foCi- 
ety of men whofe aim was feparation from England^ and 
tlie eftablifhment of an Irifli Republic, fecms, in the higheft 
degree, improbable. The luftre of his name, however, 
has fufPered a temporary cclipfe ; and fo (hort-lived is mu- 
nicipal gratitude, that it has aftually been expunged from a 
city which he has rendered flourifliing. At the very fame. 
time it was ftruck from the lift of privy counfcilor^. 

As a public fpeaker, Mr. G. ranks in the higheft cJafs. 
la his fpeeches there is a grandeur, which marks a mind 
of a fuperior order, and enforces at once, reverence and 
admiration. On every fubjecl which he treats, he throws 
a radiance that enlightens without dazzling ; and while it 
aflifts the judgment, delights the imagination. His fryle 
is always peculiar, for it varies its charader with the occa- 

fion. 
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fion. At one time clofe and energetic, it-concentrates the 
force of his argument, and compels conviflion 5 at another 
diffufe, lofty and magni^cent, it applies itfelf to every fa- 
culty of the mind, charms cur fancy, influences our will^ 
and convinces our underdanding. At all times his manner 
is< animated with a pleafing varmth, vi^hich renders it im- 
poffible to hear him without intcreft ; but, on fome-; occa- 
Cons he exerts a power which is irrefiftible. Proftitution, 
under its influence, forgets for a moment the voice of the 
minifter, and place, penfion, aud peerage, have but a feeble 
hold even of the mod degenerate. 

To the excellence of his ftyle he does not add the graces 
of adion ; it is forcible indeed, and fometimes expreluvei 
but it is fcldom elegant, and never pleafing. For inveftive, 
to which Mr. G. has fometimes deigned to have recourfe, his 
manner is better adapted than to the fedatenefs of cool difqui- 
fition I and yet invedlive is not that in which he principally 
excels : he is more fitted by nature, and happily the fitua- 
tion he has filled has more frequently called him, to defend 
the right of nations, and to pourtray the hopes, the fears, 
the expectations of a magnanimous people, than to defcend 
to a wordy conteft with individuals ; though, when that 
conteft has been inftitutcd, the weapons of ' Mr. G. have 
been found {harp, if not poliflicd, and capable of inflidling 
iBvounds which refufe to be healed. 



SIR WILLIAM SYDNEY SMITH. 

THE great Admiral Howard, who lived in the reign of 
King Henry the eighth, was wont to fay, that " a certain 
portion of madnefs was necefTat y to enter into the compofi- 
tion of an Englifli fcaman." We know not whether this 
aflertion ought to be admltteJ in its full extent ; yet the 

'fad 
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ha IS, that fome of our mod celebrated naval charaflcfli 
have obtained renown for deeds which appear to cold-blood- 
ed men to favour of defperation, as well as of valour. 

It is not our intention to detraA frbm any man's merits, 
who has been, or is now, engaged in the fervice of his 
country, either by fea or land ; but We are forced to fay, 
that our admiration is not fo much excited by thofe daz- 
zling exploits which pleafe the populace, as by the more 
Heady and exteiUive operations of fuch magnanimous, but 
prudent commanders, who are rather bent upon general 
good, than romantic adventures. Each, however, has his 
portion of merit ; and he who hazards his perfon with 
ulacrity, in behalf of the country for which he fights, muft 
always claim our refpeft. 

Sir William Sydney Smith was born in the metropolis, 
A. I). 1764. His * father was a captain in the army, and 
bis mother the daughter of Mr. Wilkinfon, a merchant of 
great eminence in the city. This match was fo hoftile to 
Mr. Wilkinfon's feniiments, that he not only difcarded 
Mrs. Smith in his life-time, but at his death left his whole 
fortune, which was very confiderable, to his other daugh- 
ter, the prefent Lady Camelford. 

The (ubjcft of the prefent notice was educated under 
Dr. Knox, at Tunbridge-fchool j and at an early age was put 
onboard a man-of-war, which profcffion he had adopted for 
himfelf. He rofe rapidly, and at the age of fixteen was 

fifth 

"^ Captain Smith waa »ideJe'tamp to Lord George Gertnainey at the 
battle of Minden, and was examined as an evidence an his trial. Hit tcfti* 
tnony on that occafion is faid to have favcd the life of bis prote^or. 

Having encountrred fume obloquy, in confequence of his zeal, the Duke 
of Dorfet, who was greatJy attached to hia^uuiiger fon. Lord Gcurge,V€i7 
properly took captain S. into favour ;" and, among other gifts, prefented him 
with a grant of land at the foot of Dover-caflle, on which he has built a 
whimfical houfcr Some adjoining apartments areVxcavated from tb^ 
ro<;k, and the kitchen^ &c. are rooted with boats. There is a tower, called 
** Sir Sydi<ey*s look-outj" and the Writer of this has been informed, that 
kis father, who if a (launch methodifl, has lately ereded a chapel there. • 
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fifth lieutenant , of the Alcide of feventy-four guns. He 
was made poft«*€aprain in 1783, at which time the redora- 
tion of pe.ace prevented him from exercifing his adliye fpi- 
ih in the feirvice of his country. 

When the war broke out between Ruflia and Sweden in 
the year 1788, Captain Smith obtained permtflion from the 
EngUCh government to enter into the navy of the latter 
power, by which he was honoured with a didinguilhed 
command. 

. During this conteft, he gave fuch fatisfa£lion to the court 
of Sweden by his important fervicesi that the honour of 
knighthood was conferred upon him ; which, however, has 
not been confirmed by his own fovereign. 

On the termination of that war, he returned to his native 
country, and foon after fet out on his travels through various 
parts of Europe. 

When hoftilities broke out between England and France, 
he was in Italy ; and on Lord Hood's getting pofleffion of 
Toolon, Captain Smith went thither and volunteered on 
board the Britifli fleet. In the fubfequent evacuation of that 
place, he was entrufted with the dangerous, but important, 
fervice, of fetting fire to the (hips, dock-yards, and arfe- 
nal, which he performed with fuch aftonifhing ikill, bold- 
nefs, and fuccefs, as to call forth the warmed encomiums 
from Lord Hood in his account of that tranfadlion to the 
admiralty. 

On his return to England, he had the command of the 
Diamond frigate beftowed on him, with which he greatly 
annoyed the enemy on their own coaft, and made fcveral 
important and valuable captures. He had afterwards fome 
other frigates put under his dirfdion, as commodore; with 
which fquadron he performed fome eflential fervices, par- 
tTeularly in attacking a French convoy at Herqui, where he 
landed and demoliChed the fortifications. At one time Sir 
Sydney went with his fingle frigate into Bred harbour, and 
having reconnoitered the date of the enemy's fliips, came 
out to fea without fufpicion. He was enabled to do this 

by 
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by tlie rcrj fluent manner with which he fpeahi tfaft 
French language. 

At lengthy however^ his enterprizing fpmt, ufifoftcF^ 
nately, brought him into a very difagreeable fitlialion* Be-' 
ing off Havre de-Grace, April i8, I7S^» he captured ad 
armed vefTc) in the outer harbour ; but the tide making 
{Ircmg up the Seine, (he was driven by the force of th<S 
current near the forts. When night came on, Sir Sydnef^ 
who was determined not to lofe Lis prize, manned an<b 
armed his fmall craft, and went with them to bring her off. 
He fucceeded in boarding her, and was towing her < 
the river, when an alarm wae given ^ and fevcral gtHi'« 
proceeded to cut the veiul off. After an obftinate refiftaneef 
Sir Sydney was at length taken, together with fixteen of 
his crew, and tbrte of his officers. 

The French were happy at having gained pofleffion of 
one who had been fo great an eye-fore to them, and con- 
veyed him to the capital, where he was kept in clofe con- 
finement, without ever being fuffered to be at large upon 
his parole. The l^nj^lifh government, defirous of his r&- 
leafe, fcnt over Captain Bergcret, commander of La Vi^^ 
gtniej in July following, to be exchanged for him ; but 
the direftory rcfufing to accede to the terms, the French 
captain returned, faying, «« he preferred death to diO.O- 
nour." It was actually one time in contemplation to try 
Sir Sydney as a fpy and incendiary, to which the diire£iory 
were led in coniVquence of his conduft at Toulon I 

Afrcr a lo::^ and moft rigid confinement, he at length 
effe^ed his efjape, April 24, 1798, from Paris, and ar- 
rived in London May 6rh followinj?. The manner in whicK 
this occurrr'\ was rcprefented in the papers as moft extra- 
ordinary, and little fliort of miraculous. It was ftated, that 
as the cfncers were conveying him from one prifon to 
another, a cro-.vd in the ftreet occafioned the carriage to 
llop, on which fome one opened the door, and drew Sir 
Sydney out, who pafTed unmolcfted through the people, and 

got 
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got irito the ful^urbs ; whcric^i by a circuitous courfe, with 
an en)igratjt gentleman, be arrived on the fea-coaftf where 
they took to an open boat ; and after being at fe^ for foine 
confiderable time, were taken Up by a Britifh frigate, which 
landed him and his companion in Old England. It is not 
iinlikeiy that the French government took this curious 
method of releafing him ; for it is hardly within ihe line 
of probability that fuch a man (hould have efcaped from his 
keepets in onie of the public ftreets of Paris, and that too 
in open dayj without the connivance of perfonS in power. 

His being taken at firft was the e(fcik of his own impru- 
dence^ for certainly there were officers In his (hip competent 
caoogh to the fervice of boarding and bringing away a 
paltry privateer, without the neceffity of the captain's going 
in perfon. Sir Sydney has (ince been appointed to the com- 
mand of Le Tigrcy a (hip of 80 guns, taken from the 
French \ and in which he has juft failed to the Mediter- 
ranean. 

k. I. 
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THE REV. THOMAS HAWEIS, LL.D. and M*D. 

THIS gentleman is entitled to a place in our colledion, 
at well on account of his refpedability as a man of letters, 
as his being now at the head of that numerous and highly 
diftinguiflied clafs of Chriftians, commonljr called the Cal- 
viniftical Methodiils^ 

Dr. tlaweis is a native of Truro in Cornwall, and was 
educated at the free grammar-fchool in that town, where 
be had for his contemporary the celebrated Saixiuel Foote, 
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commonly called the Englifli Ariftbphanes. After recei?- 
i:ig a good clailical education, he was put apprentice (q an 
ciiiincnt furgeon and apothecary in his native place, and 
fcrvc! his time ulih great credit, on account of his fidelity 
ar.il appiicatiuH. 

Mr. San.ut:! Wdker v a^ at that time curate of TriKO, . 
2nd young Mr. Ha^eii was fo afFo^ted with the preaching 
and charad^er of that exemplary man, tlut his whole mind 
became impreOed with the love of religion, and the define 
of being a miniiler of the gofpeJ. His friends were not 
willing to crofs his inch nations, and he was therefore per- 
mitted to go the Univcrfity of Oxford, where he wm CJir 
ter<fd of Magdalen- Hail, and in due courfe took his degree 
of LL. B. 

Soon after his being a\lmittcd to holy orders, he bcctiae 
diiiingui(hed as a popular preacher, particularly at O&fordy 
where he delivered a kt of difcourfes, which tm 1760 be 
publifhcd, under the title of " Evangelical Sermons.". Not 
long aHer he became aCiftant to Mr. Madan, at the chapel 
of the Lock-hofpital,and about the fame time was appointed 
chaplain to the Countefs of Huntingdon. 

While he ofilciated at the Lock chapel, a circumflance 
occurred which made a confiderable noife at the time, and 
brought upon our divine, as well as his friends, much un« 
merited odium. A gentleman, who ufually attended that 
place of wordiip, informed Mr. Madan, that he had a 
living in his gift, which he wi(hed to beilow upon fome 
minider of cTangelkai fentiments. Mr. Madftn moDm- 
mended Mr. Haweis, who was furprized at this gcnerofity 
in a (Iranger. Some time after his being indtt£led to the 
living cf Aldwinkie, in Northampton (hire, aikl which he 
%now holds, the patron thought proper to make a demand 
upon him for the prefentation. The matter got into pfint, 
much WIS publiilied on both fides, and thofe who were pre* 

ju£ccd 
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judiccd againft the body of Chriftians to whom Mr. H. 
belonged, exclaimed vehemently againllhim for his condu£l, 
as well as that of his collegue, Mr. Madan. Time, how- 
ever has deftjoyed this prejudice, and we believe there is 
no perfon fo uncandid, at prefent, as to admit a thought 
to his difadvantan;e, in confequence of this bufincfs. 

About that period, he publlihed a very ufeful and ju- 
dicious cororaentafy upon the fcriptures, entitled, " The 
Evangelical ExpoGtor,^* in 3 vols, folio. 

Mr. H. continued to have the chief managemerst of Lady 
Huntingdon's extenfive concerns until her death, when he 
Ibtind himfelf by her will one of the principal truftces of 
hcf various jchapels in town and country. In 1795 ihc-mif- 
fionafy foclety conimenced, formed upon a plan and fcale 
GC^ainly more adequ«ite to th: jIpc^H, more prom ifing in its 
^pearance, and, as far as it has yet gone, more profperous 
in its operation, than any other thr.t can be mentioned. Tliis 
iipftitVptJQii equally admits churchman and diffenters. It is 
in^rkisd, indeed, only by what are called the evangelical 
JTeiuidiisbid t it pays no regard to differences of opinion on 
thciqfexiorqueftiohs of church government, or the manner 
pf public wbrlhip ; but it admits no miiConaries except fudi 
AS are firmly ^roumied in the eifential doflrines of chrif- 
tianity, particularly the divinity of Chrift, and the atone- 
inent by his death. 

At the fir.ft public meeting of this fociety, held at Spa- 
ficWs chapel, Mr.H. preaclicd a very aiFefting and mafterjy 
fermon on the occafion ;, and at a fubfequent one, he read a 
memorial^ io which he examined the fubjccl with the greateft 
preciCon and accuracy, and recommended ftjongly that 
the fijrft miffion fhould be to the Friendly Iflands, in the 
South-Sea, which meafure was adopted. This fermon and 
memorial were printed in the colleftion of the fociety'j 

p9|NiTS. 
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In the fame year he obtainedi from one of the Scotch 
univerOtieSy the degree of do£lor of phyHc ; and left his 
motives for fo doing (hould be mifunderftood, it may be 
proper to fay, that he is one of the principal perfons con- 
cerned in the Samaritan focicty, the objeft of which is to 
vifit poor Tick people at their own habitations. Now, as he 
was originally brought up to the praflice of medicine, there 
was a propriety in his taking a dodor's degree in that fa- 
cultyi to render him competent to give his advice, and to 
attend confultations, in the way of benevolence. 

Ill 1797, the do£tor pubtiftied the life of that eminent 
and popular divine, Mr. Romaine. This performance does 
great credit to his talents as a biographer. 

The miflfionary concerns feem to engrofs his principal 
attention ; and, v^ithout doubt, that large and highly h(^ 
nourable fociety could not have a more able, indefatigable^ 
or faithful perfon at it^ head than Dr. H. The accounts 
received from the miffionaries at Sandwich-iflands arc vcrjr 
flattering to thofe who have formed ftrong expeAations re« 
fpe£ling this new attempt to propagate chriftianity in hea- 
then lands. We underftand that the fociety is fo opdcnt^ 
in refped to finances, that it is about to enlarge its fphefe 
of operation ; and that endeavours will be made by it, (o 
carry civilifation and religion into other dark and unculti- 
vated regions. 

Dr. H. is ftill an eloquent and powerful preacher. His 
(lyle is perfpicuous and elegant. He never defcends to 
that coarfe method of illuftration made ufe of by fomc 
popular preachers, nor does he entertain his auditory with 
quaint witticifms and ridiculous anecdotes. He has a clear 
method of reafoning, and feldom launches into the wild-* 
nefs of declamation. As a wricer, he poflcfles great merit, 
on account of an elegant (lyle, which is at once pious and 
fervid. 
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We cannot clofe this article, however, without expreff- 
ing our aftonifiiment and concern, that a man of Dr. H.'s 
judgment ihould be fo far impofed upon, as to countenance 
raw youths, who without education, or ^y other qualifica- 
tion than mere boldnefs, and a certain forward conceit of 
their abilities, afcend the pulpit, and deliver a flrangc 
kind of largon to their hearers. Is it becaufe the doc« 
tor wifhes to be confidered as the bifhop of his fe^, 
that he cemmiffions, as it were, thefe unfledged theolo- 
gians to go out and preach the gofpel of Chrift ? As a 
divine, and a refpedtable one too, of the church of England, 
we wiih he would well confider the evil which mud accrue, 
not merely to the ecclefiaflical eflablifhm^nt, but to the inte- 
reds of the chriftian church at large, by the prefumption of 
bojt and illiterate mechanics, in thus encroaching upon the 
minifterial office. It is this which increafes the number of 
infidels, and gives them caufe to ridicule religion. The 
raiftakes of an ignorant zealot are more pernicious to the 
Interefts of chriflianity, than the mod daring attacks of 
^ow^d fceptics, ^ 

K. I. 



THE RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS, 

SRCRETART OP STATE FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT, &C. &C. 

HENRY DUNDAS Is defcended from a younger branch 
©f a f family, long eminent among the petty Barons of 

Lothian. 

* The extreme youth of fomr of the mlflioa^rics has given rife to a ridi- 
nijloiu ftory, about each of them haying b^en prefcoted with three beautiful 
yoimg women, at concubines, on theis arrival at the place of their deflina- 
fiM, &c. ice. 

f The Dundaflet of Amiilon. 
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Lothian. Daring the greater part o£ the lad century ki^ 
infimcdiate anceitors were dtftingoifhcd a$ the moft Mc 
advocates at the Scottlfli bar, and rofe to the htgheil officn 
and richcfttmoluments which the law can beftow. 

His father, even at an early period of his career^ was 
pronounced by Prefident. Dalrympk, to have outfiipne «U 
the competitors of his own day, in the lids of juricKctl coa-' 
tefl:. His elded brother, the late Lord FreiSdent Dundai, 
after (hining as the firft lawyer at the bar, was exalted to 
the bench, amidft the fhouts of general approbation ^ and k 
i^ ftill remembered, with what augud dignity, what a fote^ 
and cleamefs of argument, he adminidered jafttc€ for a 
long feries of years, at the head of the fupreme gitH couct 
of Scotland. 

Henry, being a younger fon, by a fecond marriage^ was 
dedmed to feek his fortune in fome profefBonal pnrfint, 
and he very naturally chofe that in whrch his family had 
been fo fuccefsful. At an early period of life, be watf cab- 
led to the Scottlfli bar, and qukkly attained fonxe diAkie* 
tion among the junior advocates. In coiApliance with the 
cuftom of the young Scottifti lawyers, he attempted to dif- 
tinguifti himfelf, by adopting the popular eloquence of the 
general aflcmbly of the church of Scotland, of which he 
became a member. With very flattering fuccefs, he de- 
claimed on the fubjefl of patronage ; difputed about forms 
and precedents ; and drove fometimes to allay, fometimcs 
to excite, thofe dorms to which even that venerable body 
is now and then fubjedl. 

A fortunate marriage with (he heirefs of MelriUe, foen 
made him a confulerable landholder, and his fuccefs at the 
bar aug?Tiented daily. If his pleadings were deficient in 
grace, elegance and correftnef^, and his fpeeches unadorn- 
ed by thofe happy allufions which polite literature can alone 
furnifh ; they were at lead rich in that mod raluable m- 

gredient 
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grcdicnt — common fcnfe, enlivened with wif, pregnant 
with found juridical difcrimination, and accompanied with 
apparent Gnccrity, aird much hcnefl: franknefs of manner. 

In the intercourfe of private life, he was amiable, con- 
tmbl, no foe to diffipation, bat of a fpirit incapable of de- 
fcending to any one of the mean and ungmerous vices. In 
good company he would drink deep ; and in affairs of gal- 
lantry, he is reported to have occafionally indulged, even to 
clccfs* The domeftic misfortune that cufued is kt.own to 
•aH the world, #nd it might appear indelicate here lo dwetl 
Upon the fubjeiEl. 

Ont of the firft admirers of Mr. DundasV talents in 
eirly life, was the late Lord Katmes^ who dedicated to him 
his excellent work, entitled " Principles of Equity ;" and 
on that ocdfion anticiptcd his future fuccefs. 

Neither the gaieties of difiipatior, ndr the chagrin atten- 
dant on a family misfortune, could divert Mr. Dandns 
from vfgoroufly purfning that career of profefFioiial fuccefs 
which had opened before him. He rapidly attained the ^ 
rank of an^ of the firll lawyers at the Scottiih bar ; and 
his own merits, added to the influence of his family^ foon 
Tccommcnded him to the notice of the crown : in fine, he 
became, in a fliorttime, Lord Advocate for Scotland ; and 
neither hw tailents nor his juridical (kill were deemed un- 
*worthy of the office. 

It had been ufual with hrs predcccfTors, to procure a feat in 
the Britifh Haufe of Commons; and Mr. Dundas alfo 
contrived to get a niche at the back of the Treafury-bench. 
His prormnciation and phrafeoiogy were fo replete with 
the peculiarities of the northern dialc6\, which has not yet 
^eafcd to prevail at the Scottifti bar, as to excite a degree of 
trdictile again ft liis fpeechcs m the fenate, which would 
•haYC proved unfavourable to the fuccefs of almoft any other 
perfon. But Mr, Dundas was not to be daunted by com- 
mon 
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inon obftacles. He had enough of the lawyer abouf hua 
to qualify hihi for Icgiflative bufinefs, withput his mind 
being narro>ved by pedantry or his eloquence too finicall} 
cad after that model which is peculiarly fitted to the bar, 
buc becomes tedious, and even ridiqulous^ amidfl national 
4eliberatipns. He was quickly able to make hiotfelf fil- 
ter of all tht fonm of pubHc bufinefs, a fpecies of know\figt 
fo dry, fo difficult, fo infinitely ufeful in parliament, fb ut^ 
terly ufelefs every where elfe. In a (hort time, he tool( at) 
a£livc part in every debate, ^nd poiTefTed great adv^tage, 
by utterly defpifing that primncfs, precifer.tfs, and rigouf 
of morality, which teaches man to embrace tke, rights in 
oppo(ition to the expedient. Nor did he ever affeil to af« 
pire to that purity of patriotifm, which refufes to conne£): 
felf-intereil wiih duty. He thus fpeedily ohtajn^d an al- 
moft unrivalled pre-eminence ; the artifices, the ncgoci- 
ations, the mafterly over-re achings of political intriguCj 
were fome of ^he qualifications which foon appeared 19 
compofe the public character of Henry Qi^ndas : and it 
milfl: be owned, they would not be ill-fitted, in a degener 
rate age, to conduft him (o eminence. 

The extent of dominion, the immenfe wealth, and the 
great political eftablifhments of the £a(l-India Company in 
AGa, had about this time begun to appear too great for a 
Cmple commercial corporation. The amazing fortunes ac- 
quired by their fervants, had alfo provoked the moft jealous 
enquiries into the arts by which fuch opulence could be f^ 
rapidly accumulated, and oriental influence was but too 
plainly difcovered in the very bofom of the le^iflaturc.— 
Mr. D. foon perceived, that a member of the Houfe of 
Commons might gain much by turning his atttention to 
the affairs of India . which came before that houfe. In the 
cafe of Rumbold and fomc others, he (howed himfelf to be 
unequalled in tracing the detail of Afiatic delinquency. Ip 

the 
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i^t public revcylutions thai fpeedily enfued, he waseagerif 
courted by all parties ; and was generally allowed to be de- 
ferring of any of the primary places in the government. His 
leoemies have faid, that, being then a needy politics^l ad- 
vcnmreri he foii^nd it neceflary to choofe his fide, from a 
regard to perfonal intered : and that the laxity of his prin- 
inples rendered him fufHcien^ly ready to change his p^rty, 
on the approach of ill fortune. Now the man of North ; 
now the man of Fox ^ he found himfelf at lafl; the fait 
friend, the minifterial coadjutor, and, as they fay, the 
jppnvivi^l tutor of Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Dundas's alliance with the lad of thefe, fixed him 
in the rich office of Tre4farer to the Navy ; and during 
the infancy of Mr. F's adminidration, his counfcls and 
parliamentary ferviccs tended not a llctle to enfure its (la- 
bility. In (hort, all the meafures of the Britifli govern- 
inent fince the year 1782, have, in a great degree, been 
4tr^Aed| or at lead influenced, by him. 

Since he attainpd an official employment in the admini- 
flrationi Mr. Duhdas has enjoyed one peculiar advantage, 
which is rather of a iingular fort— that of never having at- 
tained the reputation of political integrity. Mr. Pitt, and 
other men who have uftd the ladder of patriotifm in foaling 
the hpights of miniderial power, on being obliged to 
abandon thofe popular principles which helped them to af- 
ccnd, h^ye, by their apoftacy, provoked the abhorrence of 
fhe people, by whom they were one:: adored. But this 
great northern commoner, having never obtained much 
credit with ^he world in this refpeft, has rather rifen than 
fallen in the edimation of his country, during the courfe of 
his adminidration. 

Of all the meafures that have lately occurred, there h, 
perhaps, no one which will be more unfavourably viewed 
|)y the candid and benevolent in future times, than the 

com- 
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comntencement of the ptefcnt hoftilitics with France. But, 
whatCTcr may be faid of the merits or demerits of thofc 
minifterial arts which etigaged Britzin In the conteft, it 
muft be coFnfeiled, that in many of the meafures which the 
M^ar-minifter is fuppofed to have fu^geftcd, fuch as that for 
the interna! defence of the coantry, there appears much 
of that vigilance, energy, and vigour, which we have been 
forced to admire in thjc revolotionary rulers of the conti- 
nent. 

Mr. Dundas has alfo had the good fortune to obtaht the 
confidence of the Dukes of Buccleugh, Gordon, and Lord 
Hopetoun, and fo many of the other leading peers and 
landholders of the North, that it would not be eafy to find 
another mrnifterial direftor of Scottifli affairs, whofc 
agency would be equally acceptable to the great peopie «f 
that country. 

His perfonal friends, who are numerous, and dporbtlefs 
the bed judges of his real charaftcr, are greatly aftachfd 
to him. They confider him as the only pradlical man in 
the cabinet, and think that either his retreat, or his death, 
would be attended with the mod melancholy eventfr en the 
part of the nation. 

On the other hand, his enemies, who are irtaplacaMe, as 
confidering him the author of all our prefent calamities, 
and the accomplice of our former ones during the American 
war, entertain very different fcntimenls. The very mikleft 
of them affert, that the bed wifli that can be breathed, in 
favour of him or his country, is, either that he mray be 
enabled quickly to retire from the toils of his political career, 
or be fpeedily called, by Divine Providence, to, the enjoy- 
ment of another and a better world. 

The few who are of no party may confider him ars an 
honeft and refpcftaWe private character, and as an aflive, 
zealous, and loyal datefman. 

A.Z. 
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ARTHUR WOLFE, 

BARON KILWARDEN, 

Lord Chiffjufiice of the K'lng^s Bench in Ireland. 



tThis gentleman W9S educated in the univerfity of Dub- 
lin, and was called to the Irilli bar in 1766. He was foon 
appointed a king's counfel, and by very laborious induftrjr 
in his profeffion, was making way to wealth and legal cha- 
raAer, when, in confcquence of a high opinion generally 
enterblned of his talents, he was introduced into parlia- 
ment by Lord Tyrone. Tl^oqgh Mr. Wolfe, frora his out- 
Yet in life, was a ftaunch friend to the adminidration of the 
day, it was yet fo late as the year 1787 before he owunted 
the firft ftepTof the ladder to the bench, by being appoint- 
ed his Majefty's Solicitor^general. This we fuppofe was 
owing to the more important fervices of other candidates, 
for in zeal he was inferior to none. 

His next advancement followed clofc on the heels of the 
former, being nominated Attorney-general in 1789, on the 
promotion of Mr. Fltzgibbon to the court of Chancery. 
In th^ (ituation it might have been cxpefted his pariiamcn- 
tary talents would have had fair and ample room for dif- 
play. Unfortunately for him, however, he fucceeded a 
rnan whofe pov ers of mind, fenatorial courage, and (kill 
in doing the ** king's bu fincfs," were of fuch a fupcricr 
caft, that he fuAF:fred by the comparifon. 

There was, however, a degree of candour and openncfs 
in Mr. Ws manner, which entitled him to efleem and 
praife ; though thefe very qualities, perhaps, difqualified 

him 
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him from appearing to great advantage in his official cha- 
rafler. This, although it was not invariably apparent, 
fecured for hin) many friends, even in theoppofltion ; alid 
thofe who did not approve the law officer of the crown> yet 
refpe£led the man. 

In June laft he was raifed to the peerage, and to the 
bencl) on the death of Lord Chief Juftice Cionmel. As 
a fpeaker, his voice is (Irong and deep *, but it is neither 
mellow nor capable of much variety. His a£lion is that 
wh^ch is generally found to di(lingi(iQi the bar-pleaderi 
and even on the mod momentous and animating fubjc^^s^ 
he feemed unable to difengage hinifelf fronr^ pirofefl^onal 
habits. 

In private life, his Lordfliip has the h\gh chara&er ^f 
being a (leady friend, and an honed man. As aconspani* 
on he is lefs valuable^^ his rpanneifs being rathejr 9f ^ foin- 
brp and auftere complexion, while the excellence of h(s 
mind confifts rather in the (trength of his underftanding^ 
than in the-quicknefs of wit or the viYa9lty of imaging 
lion. 
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UF all the opinions which have obtained a general cur- 
rency, without being cither founded in truth or fan£lioned 
by experience, there are none, perhaps, which have been 
fo widely circulated as thofe by which we are taught to be- 
lieve, that the (ludy of law is adverfe to the operations of 
genius, and that a lively imagination cannot be fettered to 
profeflional purfuits ; that to be fcarned, a man muftbedull, 
and that wit cannot be pofTefTed but to the cxclufion of in- 
duftry. 

Among the many examples which might be adduced 
from antiquity, or exhibited in modern times, to prove the 
futility of this dangerous conceit, Mr. Curran is not the 
Jeafl: ftriking. No man has acquired higher reputation for 
thofe powers which delight and captivate the fancy, touch 
the fprings of paflion, elicit tears from the foftnefs of fen- 
(ibility, or extort from gravity itfelf the roar of laughter ; 
yet has the afliduous induftry and laborious exertions of 
this gentleman raifed him from an humble walk in life, to 
the firfl rank, if not to the firft place, at the Irifli bar. He 
has not, indeed, attained high official Ctuations, or rifen 
to thofe honours which are oftener the reward of judicious 
politics, than of profefTional ability ; but he has acquired 
that which is a much (Ironger proof both of indudry and 
of talent — the unconteded title of being the (ii(t advocate 
in his country. 

Mr. Curran is about fifty years of age. He was born in 
the county of Cork, of parents who were undiftinguiftied 
by wealth or fituation ; who had neither a fortune by which 
they could have enabled the fon to live independently, nor 
connexions by which they could advance him to a profefGon. 
They were, however, capable of giving him the rudiments 

of 
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of a ]it>erai education, ^nd that feems to be the only zi- 
vantage which he derived from his family. Having qua- 
lified himfelf for the univerGty, be entered. And at the 
ufual time (two years after entrance) he obtained a fcho- 
larfiiip. The remainder of his college career is nut markej 
by any peculiar circumllances \ he obtained the ufual ho- 
nours with which the policy of the univerGcy rewards in- 
duftry and talents, and is faid to have made fome progrefs 
in reading the laborious courfe which is prefcribed fpr fel- 
lowfiiip candidates ^ but whether difgulled with the drudg- 
cry, or deterred by the magnitude of the undertaking, be 
foon defifted from the purfuit, and turned his attentiou to 
the bar. 

Frevioufly to his becoming a iludent in the loni of Court 
in London, Mr. Ciirran married a lady of his own coutdrj; 
This match appears to have been founded in Inclination, for 
(he did not bring him a fortune Cufficient to eompepfatc thei 
incoavenieoces into which fuch a premature connexiga 
muft have thrown him. He was Called to the bax in 1^75 
and refided iri KevLn-ftreet for a few years. 

About this time he becanae a ftequentcr of z Convjvj^i 
fodety> originally formed by fome young Barrifters^ zjxi 
called, the Monks 0/ the Screw. Although the members o£ 
this inftitution were merxy, they were not vetjr rich| <ibc 
obje£l of their meetings was to forget, in good feUowftip^ 
the cares of life, and relax the mind from the xntenfea^^ 
ef legal ftudies. 

Mr. Curran was not the only man of talents, wheat ijbac 
time belonged to this fociety^ and whom a fubfequejit di^•^ 
play of genius, and of learnir^ raifed to cmincnoe. The 
prcfcnt Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Lord Ycj[veiil0n^ 
the early intimate and friend of Curran, was one <>f it$ 
original member?. Though more fortunate than him in 
his political^ as wslt as forenfic puffuits^ the connexion lErIt 

formed 
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formed and cemented between tRem in their etfly years (for 
Lofd Yelverton, like Cui^ran, had to druggie with the dif- 
ficulties of a narrow fortune), has continued through every 
viclffitude of fuc^ecding fife, not only unbroken but in full 
(Irength. 

That learning and talents are often enabled to raife them- 
feivee into noiice, without the fortunate co-operation of 
extrinfii: circumdances, is an obfervation which has been 
often exemplified in every profefEon 5 but, perhaps, raott . 
frequently in that of the law, than any other. Our young 
barrifter, with qualities which are as likely to ftrike at firft* 
fight, as tbofe poffefTcd by any of his contenrrporaries, re- 
mained, however, for fome time at the bar entirely unno- 
ticed. The attention of the public was turned toward 
him, for the firft time, in rather a (ingular way. 

He had been engaged as agent by one of the candidates 
at a eontcfted efedion, and in the courfe of the poll, it 
Uecame ncceflary for him to make objeflions to a Tote prof- 
fered by the Adrerfc patty, which he did in that ftc ong and 
farcaftic manner for which he is fo remarkable. His antago- 
nift, a man of rude and overbearing manners, feli the 
pungency of his wit, and not immediately recognifing the 
Barrifter under a fliabby coat, and a mean appearance (for 
nature has «ot been very favourable in efStternal decora- 
tions), he applied to him fome very grofs epithets. With 
more fptrit, perhaps, than decorum, Mr. Curran leaped 
from his feat, feized him by the coWar, and was prevented 
only by the interpofition of the by- (landers from chaftifipg 
htm on the fpot. He, however, was not precluded from 
alTerting his independance in that way, which could alone 
be tolerated in the prefencc of a magiftrate, he therefore, 
in a few pithy fentences, difclofed his mind and his cha^ 
rtiEler \ his antagonift had generofity enough to acknowlegc 
his -error^ and apologilrd to Mr. Curran fwr the confe- 

qucnces 
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quences of his miflake; nay» inftead of rcfc n ting tie ^o^ 
lence with which he had repelJed the infulti he granted 
him his friendfhip, and by his recommendation and patro-^ 
nagc very eiTentially promoted bis future interefts. 

From that period he began to rife rapidly. Within Icfi 
than fix months he quitted his lodgings in Kevin-ftreet, 
and removed to a more reputable part of the town. Merit 
was now finding its proper level, and, in this inftance at 
lead, we no longer behold great learning and uncommon 
genius ftruggling with adverfity, or on that account fuUied 
in the.eftimation of vulgar minds. 

. It is not until 1784, that we find Mr. Gurran feated 
in the Houfe of Commons. In this new chara£ier he foon 
diilinguiflied himfelf^ as one of the moil adive and able 
fupporters of the popular party. 

During the arduous and interefting period in whidh Mr. 
Fitzgibbon filled the oflSce of Attorney-general, he #ad 6ne 
of the leading men in oppofition, and of courfe came into 
frequent collifion with that dogmatical and haughty lawyer^ 
The high tone of defiance on legal or conftitutional qoef- 
tionsy with which the Attorney-general endeavoured to 
overbear his opponents, was more frequently ridiculed by 
the witj than combated by the arguments of Mn Curran » 
if, in this mode of combat, he did not always repel the 
blow, he at lead evaded its force ; and though he could not 
on every occafion boaft of viflory, he at lead efcaped de«^ 
feat. Of one of thefe conteds, the iiTue was more ferious; 
it produced a duel, in which Mr. C was the challenger, 
but which happily was attended with no injury to either 
party. 

While Mr. C. was thus fuccefsfully attentive to bufinef8,h6 
did not fuffer opportunities of pleafure to pafsby him unen* 
joyed. He was naturally, indeed, a man of uncpmmon gai- 
ety J pofleifing an exquifite ear for mufic, and being bimfelf 

no 



Ao ordinary p^former on \\^firu fumtj it w»8 not ftrange 
thai the Circc^likq allurements of Mrs. BUlington iboidd 
have enchanted him for a time. 

Although Mr. Curran has been ufuaUjr <;onfidered a man 
of gallantry, be enjoys an uainterrupted claim to the cba- 
rz&cs of a good father. He has one fon, vho this year ^^^ 
(1799} was called to the bar, and ihMi^ children; to the ^TA'^ 
education of whom he has paid the moft affectionate atten- 
tion. 

It has been already obferved^ that> in his parliamentary 
character, h^faas always been attached to the popular caufe^ 
Indeed) from his outfet in life^ he has-been ^fitfi<fy friend 
to the legiflative independence^ to free commerce, and a 
reform in the reprefentatioa of IrebuKl.. He hat unifomly 
declared againft.the war with France) and be has combat-^ 
ed| vrUb unremitting vigour, during five years, the ooer- 
ciye fyftem which l^ been purfuf d in Ireland. Finding 
the inefficacy of that oppoiition, he. has withdrawn, along 
with tnany of thofq with whom he b^ ca*operatcd, from 
the Houie of CommonS) and is now known to the public 
9nly as an advocate* In this capacity he has lately defends 
ed many of hi& unfortunate countrymen^ 

As a lawycf Mr. Gurran has not particufaudy diftinguifli^ 
ed himiblf, by the extent of his knowledge or die depth d 
bis refearches : he ftands, in this rcfpe£b only, on sm equa«^ 
lity with his competitors ; it is as an advocate that he out- ' 
(trips them« Indeed, in this charader, he has not, per- 
haps) his eqiul in the empire^ With Mr. Brfkine he has 
been frequently compared ; but in the opinion of (bme who 
have long adoured, and attentively confidered the refpefiive 
excellencies of each, the latter holds only a fecond place. 

Mr* Erftine is an acute^ grave, laborious, and frequently 
an eloquent pleader \ he turns the bright fide of his clieiit*a 
cafe to full vieW) urges its ftroog parts with the force of a 
mafculine underftandingi and covers its weaknefrwith very 
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ingenious fophiftry ; but the jury dill rem^ber that Kfr, 
£r&ine is an advocate, and are on their guard againft his 
arts. 

. Mr. Curran, while he difplays as mucb acutenefs as Mr. 
£. gets nearer to the heart and paffions of his auditors ^ and 
by the ardour and animation of an eloquence neither iifliti- 
^ ^^ # ous nor forced, ex«Uides every feeling and every thought 
but thofe which he wi(hes to excite. In the examination of 
witnefTes, too, Mr.Curran is eminently powerful. In his 
manner he refembles Mr. Garrow, but perhaps excells even 
that gentleman in probing a rotten caufe to the bottom, in 
eliciting truth from prevarication, and touching the fecret 
firings that actuate the heiman heart. 

Mr« Curran's parliamentary (peeches feldom polleft the 
excellence which has marked his profeffional deipenccff. 
7'hey difplay much lefs of the mens divinior ; they are irre- 
gular, and defultory, and feem to be rather the play of his 
mind than its ferious exertiorr. They^ howerer, abound 
with admirable (Irokes of invedive, and irony, and though 
they afHft but-little in guiding decifion, on the point di& 
cuiied, yet produce a good efFe£t, by holding up poKtical' 
profligacy and corruption to contempt and deteftation. 
■ Of clailical learning Mr. Curran feems to have early laid 
in a good ftore \ his alludons to the Roman poets are fre- 
quent, and hi& quotations from them are prompt, and hap- 
py. It is a curious circumftance, that to ftudy the Latin: 
claffics, and commit to memory remarkable paflageSy form- 
ed a part of Mr. Curran's preparation for the bar ; and that 
he continues, from his experience of its utility, ta recom- 
mend his pradice to the young ftudent of the' municipal 
la w. 

On the fcore of perfons, Mr. Curran owes but litdc to* 
natttre. His ftature is low, his figure meagre and ill-form- ' 
cd, and his whole appearance for from being prepofleflEu^. 
He has however, an eye which emits the fire of genius, and 

is 



LOkb MONfiODDO. 12J 

is admirably calculated to tranfmit either the fcintillations of 
fancy, or that deep pathos of the heart, which he not only 
feels himfelf, but can fo powerfully excite in others. Of 
drefs he has always been remarkably, and perhaps culpably, 
negligent 
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James Burkst is defcended from an ancient family in 
Aberdeenihire, and being heir to a fmall fortune, ftudied 
the Scotch laW) and was called to the bar, or, in other 
words, became anadmcate in that country. 

In this fituation he acquired confiderable celebrity, and 
was employed as counfel in two caufes, which engaged the 
attention of the public more than any brought before a 
ScottiOi tribunal in the courfe of a century. One of thefe 
was the great queftion of literary property ; the other the 
Douglas caufe. In the courfe of the latter he was employed 
to go to Paris, in order to arrange the neceflary papers for 
the inveftigation of fo intricate an affair. 

• While in that capital he procured an account of a favage 
girl, who had been difcovered wild in the woods of Cham- 
pagne> and a£hiaHy went to fee her ; for this was a fubjedl 
intimately conneded with his favourite purfuit. 

In 1797) Mr. Burnet was appointed one of the Lords of 
Seffion in Scotland, when, according to the cuflom of his 
country, he afTumed the title of Lord Monboddo^ from the 
name of his family efhte. He was offered the poft of one 
of the Commiffioners of the Court of Jufliciary, but de« 
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clined its acceptaocc, on accoupt of the luipM^pt pmt qf 
tkat otRce^ tke trying and fentcncing coiadapmcA criminah i 

Lord Monbodddo has» however^ beon bf ttfr kiHTWIi ta 
the world as a literary man, than ckber as 4 pleader ^ a 
judge. His firft publication was a << DilTertatiiMi on ibe 
Origin and Progrers of Language," in fix volumes^ 8vtK 
The inveftigation of the origin of language, had been in 
i^in attempted by many of the learned among the ancients* 
who certainly poffefied matermk of which we are dej^irei. 
Yet the moderns have engaged in this purfuit widi muck' 
ardour; and in our time BifhopWarburton and Lord Mon- 
boddo, both men of fingular acquirements, have thought 
deeply, and written profoundly on the fubjed. After the 
moil exteniive refcarcbfSy they, however^ have net bees 
able to inform ua how or when alphabetical writing was 
firft invented ; but they have deftrved the ttaiidit erf Ae 
curious, by Jhewing bow it might have been difisovered ud 
introdnccd. The excellence of this art ia fo con^ipiogs, 
that many learned men have conceived it to be an immpiS^ 
ate communication from the Diety; and Mr. Gilbert 
Wakefield has written an ingenious effiiy on this ii4e of die 
^eftion, which haa been thought worthy of a place in Ihe 
Encycbpadia Britannka \ but both the ]\xi%t 9fiA the IhjBm9 
have fbewn> not only the poffibility, but the pnibf^AtOityv 
that we owe this grand effort of human ikill to tfeke genius of 
Egypt V ^ this opinion has been greatly ftiengdMned by 
the ingenious bbours of Governor PownalL 

His lordfhip is alfo author of another work> in five V(h 
himes, quarto, caSed ^ Ancient ihletaphyfict j;" a per<t 
formance remarkable for the furprizing mixture of pene- 
tration and genius, with what, in the eyes of fooie, 1^ 
pears to be the moft abfiird whim and conceit, dwaHempt 
to prove that the §uraiig cutang is a claft of the human ff^^ 
cies ; and that the want of fpeech is merely accidental ; thi^ 

has 



fca^ alForSed dwch fport, both to At wits and critics df the 
age. Lord Mofiboddo his aUb eiideavoared «6 eftaUilh the 
^xiftenct 6f inenkiiids ! yet, netwfthfbhding thcTe fihgtk- 
larities, the work is a truly ingenious perlbrtnahcii, ahd 
Will Idttg eiAiie m plice on the (helftes of the {(earned^ 

His lordihip is, at oiie and the (kme timej in excelient 
Greek Icfaolar, and a true chriftiant)hi}ofopber. He is in. 
g^ ^n|nts and libeftf in tus dptnions, and in hb condud as a 
judge never fiiHef^ hfanfdf tb be fwayed by either party or 
fiunily connexions^ At his houfe in Edinburgh, he is ex^ 
tremely hofpttable ; and receives, with politenefs, all lite^* 
rary ftrMgen ^ho vifit that city. He imitates the ancients 
in bathing and exefcire, ztvi has attained to a vdry great 
lige without any t)f 6iofe failures, ^itfa^r of mind or body, 
which ate the ufual attendants on extreme age; He Was 
fbrmerly atcuftomed to repair yeariy to London, and gene* 
rally made the journey on horfeback; it need fcarcely be 
idded, that iti HI hts peregrinations, he was received with 
tinb(ninded welcoifte by the literary men t^ the age. 



THE HONORABLE DAINES HARRINGTON 

IS brother to the hte Lord Batrington, the preft^t Bi-> 
Ihop of Durhafti^ and aKa to Admiral Barrington. 

This gemlettno was bred to the law, a profeffion in 
which he tiever made any very conipicuous figure, but was 
fucceffivdy promoted to be one of the king's counfelj and 
a Wdch judge ; die latter of which ftations he refigned 
(bme years 9go^ on account of his growing infirmities* 
He has alfo poflc&d feveral other (mall places under go- 
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vernment, fuch as deputy-keeper of the wardrobe, fecre^ 
tary to Greenwich-hofpital, marlhal of the admiraky, and 
commiiEoner of ftores at Gibraltar, the laft of which only 
be now retains. 

But if Mr. Barrington is not celebrated as a bwyer» he 
may judly claim the honour of being a profound and judici- 
ous antiquary, an agreeable companion, and a truly worthy 
man. In 1775) he publilhed an Eflay on the Probability 
of reaching the North Pole, 4to.; and in 1781, a volume 
of Mifcellan^es, aUb in 410. principally on Antiquarian 
fubjeds. 

In 1766 he prefented the world with a volume of Ohfir- 
vat ions upon the Statutes^ from Magna Charta to the %i 
yames I. in which he ftrongly enforces a revifal, and adds 
a propoial for new modelling the whole. This is a work 
of great merit, and a fecond edition was called for and pub« 
li(hed in 1776. t 

To enumerate Mr. Barrington*s literary labours^ woidd 
be an Herculean tafk: among them we find an <' Account 
of fome Fifh in Wales ;" " Inveftigation of the Difference 
between the paft and prefent Temperature of the Air in 
Italy;" " Obfervations on Welch Caftles;" A Contro- 
verfy with Dr. Ducarel concerning " Chefiiut Trees /* 
** Method of keeping Carp alive out of Water ;** " Two 
Letters on Caefar's Invafion; " Eflay on the periodical 
Appearance of Birds ;" " On the diftinguiflied Qualides 
of the Rabbit and Hare ;" " Experiments on the finging of 
Birds ;" ** CorreSion of fome Miftakes in Ornithology}'* 
« Account of two WelfliMufical Inftrumentsj*' « On the 
Remains of the ancient Cornifh Language;" ^^ Inquiry 
into the Antiquity of Clocks ;" " ConjeSures relative to 
certain Remains of vitrified Walls in Scotland :" " Ont 
Archery;'* «< On Mufical Inftruments ;" " On Card play- 
ing.- 

Moft 



M 



DR. O'lEARY. 231 

Moft of thefe are kighly entertaining, and fome of them 
evince the moft profound refearcfa*. 

This^^very ingemous man was the friend of Dr. Johnfon, 
and a member of the <:Iub in EfTex-ftreet, inftituted by that 
great moralift. He ftill appertains to a fociety of choice 
JpiritSj who meet at the Grecian, whither be is fupported 
by his man, and returns in a chair to chambers.. The 
templars, the city beaus, and, indeed, the world in general, 
are much obliged to him for the improvements made in the 
garden facing the Thames, which exhibits more tafte and 
degance^ than could be expefted from an antiquary. 



DR. O'LEARY- 

Arthur 0*Leary is a native of Cork, in Ireland, 
and a member of the moft numerous and leaft predominant 
fe<^ in that country. 

After receiving fome inftrudioa in his native landy he 
was fent to the continent, in 1 747, to prepare him for the 
fituation for which be was defigned — that of a prieft of the 
Roman catholic church. He accordingly refided for fome 
time at the college of St. Omer's, and became a member 
of the order of St. Francis. 

On the completion of his ftudies, he was appointed 
chaplain to a regiment in the fervice of the prince in whofe- 
dominions he was educated \ but not entering warmly into 
the meafure of engaging the fubjeds of. thefe kingdoms to 
epiift in foreign battalions, he incurred the difpleafure oi. 
thofe in power, and foon after returned to the country, 
wbich had given him birth. 

By 
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By the affiftance of fome friends ise built a finall but de- 
cent chapel in his native city ; and a circumifamce fbon oc- 
curred which procured him ibme little provincial celebrity, 
A work happened, about this time, to be puUiflved in Gdrit, 
entitled ^^ Thoughts on Nature and Rdigion/' h was 
written by a Scotch phyfician ; and as no one anfwertd it, 
Father O'Leary applied to Dr. Mann, the hiftkop of the 
dio^efe in which he refided, for permiffion to enter the lifts; 
now the churches of England and Rome thinking alike on 
the matter in difpute, be immediately granted leave. Ac- 
cordingly, foon after this, appeared his «< Defisnoe of the 
Divinity of Chrift, and the Immortality of the Soul.'* 

When the parliament of Ireland framed a teft oath for 
the Roman catholics, many perfons of tender confciences 
fcrupled to take it. On this, Mr. O'Leary publiflied his 
*^ Loyalty affertcd, or the Teft-Oath vindicated;" in 
which he explained the feeming difficulties that occurred, fo 
much to the fatisfadion of the nonjuring catholics in Us 
neighbourhood, that they unanimoufly fubfcribed. 

At that critical period, during the unfortunate war with 
America, when the combined fleets of France and Spain 
rode triumphant on the Britifh coaft, and threatened an in- 
vafion of Ireland, he addrefled his Catholic countrymen in 
the moft energetic language, and in fuch an efFeftual man- 
ner, as to merit the thanks of every good citizen. 

His next publications were in reply to fome fevere char- 
ges made againft the Roma«) Catholics, by the lat; Mr. 
Wefley ; and in thefe he refuted that odious imputation by 
which they are accufed of ^^ keeping no faith with heie^ 
tics!'* 

Another valuable trafi publiflied by Mr. O'Leary is 
crfled " Aft Eflay on Toleration, and a Plea for Freedom, 
of Confcience.*' In this eflay the reafoning is folid and pcr- 
fuafive, and the whole tenor of 'it tends to inculcate the 
principles of liberality and humanity, 

Thefe 
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Thefe fix |iiecn have been puUi&ed in a volume, under 
the title of ** Mifcellaneous Trafts;** and it has reached 
a third, if not a fburth edition. It is dedicated to the 
«< Monks of St. Patrick," a fociety of refpeSable men in 
Ireland, v^o aflbciated for the fupport of the conftitution 
of their country. 

In addtdon to the literary labours already alluded tOj an 
excellent pamphlet publifiied in 1786, and entitled ^^ A 
Review of fomc iftterefting Periods in the IrifliHiftory," 
is aifo attributed tohim ; tnd Mr. Pratt has drawn his cha- 
raAer in a very mafterly manner, in his late novel called 
" Family Secrets,*' one volume of which is infcribed to 
the Doaor. 

Father O'Leary^ as he is familiarly called, and who is 
faid to have received a penfion from government for his pub- 
lic fervices, has lately printed a fermon on die prefent fitu- 
ation of affiurs, which was originally preached at St. 
Patrick's chapel. 



BARRY, LORD YELVERTON 

CHIEF BA&ON OF TH£ £XCH£<^£R IN lUfiLAKD* 

LIKE many other of thofe men whofe talents and vir^ 
tues have raifed them in Ireland to the bighefl places in the 
law. Chief Baron Yelverton owes nothing to illuftrious 
birth, to fimiily coonexions, or to wealth accumulated by 
bis anceftors. If report be true (and it is highly honoum* 
ble to him^, his brfUhip's immediate progenitor was no* 
thing more dian a dealer in wool, in the neighbourhood of 
ClonmeU, far from affluent in point of circumftances, and 
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' unable to do more for Barry, his fon^ than to give bim the 
rudiments of a claffical education, which enabled him to en- 
ter the univerfity of Dublin, as a fizer, a defcription of 
fludents accuftomed to receive both tuition and commons 
free of expence. At the ufual time he obtained a fcholar-- 
(hip, a reward given in that univerfity te diftinguifhed 
merit, and to which befides honourable rank, certain emo- 
luments are annexed, in addition to board, not exceeding, 
however, on the whole, 20/. per annum. 

Mr. Yelverton, before the expiration of his fchoiarihip, 
determined on the law as his profeffion; but to acquire 
knowledge in it, and afterwards to be called to the bar, re- 
quires, " a portion of this world's wealth," which unluc- 
kily his finances were unable to. afford. 

His marriage, (hortly after, with a young lady poflefled 
of three or four hundred pounds, removed this embarrafi- 
ment^ and enabled him, with fome literary exertions of his 
own, to keep his terms in London, and obtain his call to 
the Iriih bar in 1764. When he became a barrifter, he 
occupied lodgings in EfTex-flreet, a part of the town 
which ftill continues to be unfafhionable. Here he remain- 
ed for fome time, and proved, in his own cafe, that even 
firft-rate legal talents may lie long in obfcurity. The 
induftry and ability of Mr. Yelverton, however, did at laft 
work their way, but many years elapfed between his af- 
fumption of a wig and gown, and his becoming a charac- 
ter known to the public in any other way than as a profefE- 
onal man, labouring fuccefsfully for his client and his fee. 

We do not, indeed, hear of him in a public capacity^i 
until the occurrence qf that important crifis, when the ca- 
lamities of the. country urged its friends to flruggle with 
the then weakened power of Great Britain, and to obtain 
for Ireland an enlargement of commercial privileges, and 
(hortly afterwards the eflablifhment of legifliative indepen- 
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dcnce, Mr. Yelverton, who had now got into parliament, 
co-operated with the other patriots of the day in the pur- 
fuit of thefe objefts, and was confpicuous for the energy 
and boldnefs of his exertions. When they were once at- 
tained, he not only ceafed to lend his talents to the popular 
party, but, on the contrary, he oppofed them, ranged 
himfelf on the fide of the court, and refifted every attempt 
to attain reform in the reprefentation by means of the vo- 
lunteer aflbciations. 

In 1782, he had been raifed to the important and confi- 
dential place of Attorney-general ; and he acquitted himfelf 
in that fituation with fuch unremitting zeal, in counterafi- 
ing the attempts of the volunteers, and labouring for their 
difperfion, as efFe£iually recommended him to the favour of 
government The beneficial efFe£b refulting from this 
conduit were foon apparent, for in 1784. he was raifed to 
the bench, as Chief Baron of the Exchequer. 

His devation, though generally confidered as a reward 
for his political fervices, was yet not unwelcome to the 
public, which could recognife, even in the unpopular fena« 
tor, the learning, the talents, and the profeffional integrity 
of a great lawyer. Removed from the Houfe of Com- 
mons to the bench, and yet not raifed to the peerage, his 
opportunities of rendering political fervices to the admini- 
ftratidn were now greatly lefiened. The confequence was, 
that, either relaxing in his zeal from want of occafion to 
exert it^ or finding its fervour cooled by not being raifed 
to a title, like his competitor Scott, who was created Ba- 
ron Earlsfort in 1784, his politics appeared to be neutra- 
lifed, until, in 1789, he declared himfelf a decided friend to 
the party which afierted the right of Ireland to choofe her 
own regent, and accordingly proffered that office to the 
Prince of Wales. Notwithftanding this, he was created 
Lord Yclvcrtop, Baron of Avonmore, in the county of 
Code, June 16, 1795. 

No 
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No man poflTefTes ii hight^r churader in privtfe life fhtti 
Lord Yclverton. Simple artd tinafluiiiing in his inatinM) 
with k goodnefs of heart which fraud and cunning but too 
often make the dupe of their artifices, he is bdoved by alb 
and iitipoTed on, even in the moft trivial dccurrences of 
life, by many. Though enjc^ng a ftrength and coaipre- 
. henfion of intelled fitted to direA and to enlightM TenatM, 
he may be governed, mifled, or bafBed, by the moft AiaB6w 
of his domefiics. Of the convivial glafs no mail is tnoit 
fond, and yet flander has not charged him with intempe- 
rance. His lOrdOiip loves, and, without the leaft i]itOfiv«>- 
ntente to his intelleds, can bear a cOnfiderable quantity ^ 
the enlivening grape. 

As a public fpeaker, his leading chara6toriftie is 
8TkKNdTH. His voice, full, deep, and TondttMS^ ttdded 
t6 a pronunciation flow and fotemn, gives great we^t to 
what is dilated by a mind well ftored with I^gal a&d gen^ 
ral knowlege ; by an underftanding capable Of antil|ing 
in the moft judicious manner, the excellent materUft which 
it poflefie^ ; and by a fancy not deftitute of the p6eWtn Of 
embellilhment. His manner is annimated, impreffivei ttul 
almoft overbearing. Of quick Conception mid fteUng;!; 
often irritable, and apt to be roufed to indignatidii by tvery 
appearance of oppreflion or of fraud, his lordOrip iffmtt to 
difplay all the fenfattons of a good man. But on Ad tettch, 
ht feems, perhaps^ to pofltfs too little of that ftoiead Apalhy, 
which is fo effential to ihe afccrtainment df guik .^ iMo^ 
cence ; a caufe is no fooner opened, than be caieh^ or 
fuppofes he catches, fufficient to guide his decifiotii and 
^very attempt which the pleader afterwards makeft t» re- 
move this firft impreffion^ his IcH'dihip ftrenuoufly itliUhl as 
an unworthy endeavour to impofe on his underftitidiAg» 
and to throw the veil of eloquence around truth and, juf- 
ticc. This foult excepted, and to Which Lord Mansfidd 
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himfelf wis but too prone^ Lord Telvcrton is allowed to 
be w exccUent judgCj of inflexible integrity, and e^Ltenfire 
legal learning. 



RIGHT HONOURABLE ISAAC CORRY. 

THIS gentleman is the fon of a reputable, but not letf 
wealthy, mtrcbant of the town of Newry, in the county 
ofJDowB. A confiderable fhew of talents, and great pro* 
feffions of independent and fteady patrietifaiy Tendered 
htm in fxAy life a fiivourite with the pnblic ; wkife ealy^ 
polllhed manners, added to an engaging peribn, procured 
him thefriendfliip of his townfmen, who became hiscoii-> 
ftituents in 1778* 

Mr. C6rry was bred to the hw, and was aftnaHy called 
to the bar in the year 1779, a very remarkable period in 
thehiftory of Ireland. Soon difgufted, either with the 
labours of the profeffion, or the ill iRicceis with which 
thofe labours were attended, he threw away his bag, which 
had never been over-charged with bri^, and devoted 
himfelf ezdufitely to political purfuits. 
/ It was not long before Mr. Corry became one of the 
moft warm and animated members of oppofitiwk His 
induftry, which applied itfelf to every fubjeA that 
emerged m the courfe of parliamentary bufinefi, but par- 
ticularly to the calculations of revenue and finance i his 
fluency in debate, the corre£tneft and animation 4Bbis 
language, accompanied with a very fuccefsfiil difpl^of 
apparent modefly^ rendered him not only aihewy, but an 
ufeful partiikn. 

For 
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For fomc years Mr. Corry devoted himfelf to the popu* 
lar caufc ; he fcrutinizcd every minifterial meafure, railed 
againft Britifh influence, contended for place and penfioti* 
bills, and laboured, with much energy and cffcCt^ to obtain 
aiitnilar con(lru£lion of the navigation-aA in both coun- 
tries* But, alas ! the hour was approaching, when he was 
no longer to grace the oppofition bench, teafe a lord lieu- 
tenant's fecretary with patriotic motions, or embarrafs the 
financier with the Cocker-like allufions of arithmetical 
eloquence! 

The Marquis of Buckingham aiTumed the viceroyflliip 
of Ireland in 1787, and having difmiiTed a very conBde- 
rable number of ofBcers in .the different departments for 
negledt and peculation, it became neceflary to replace 
them with gentlemen poffeiBng the public confidence* 
With his lordfhip, ikill in accounts was a firft-rate quali- 
fication ; who, therefore, could be a fitter objeA of his 
favour than 'Mr. Corry ? Mr. Corry was accordingly no* 
minated to a poft in the ordnance, of one thoufand 
pounds per annum. The viceroy, affeAing popularity, 
thus appointed to office a popular reprefentative, and the 
popular reprefentative, wifhing to ferve himfelf and the 
country, accepted. the appointment. 

From the days of the Marquis of Buckingham, Mr. 
Corry has exhibicied himfelf, during a feries of viceroys, as 
oneof tbe beft fervant^lbf adminiftration, and has enjoyed 
a fuccelBon of very lucrative places in the ordnance^ reve- 
nue, and treafiiry. 

But although Mr. Corry had thus in fomc degree, re- 
lii^flhied the love and applaufe of his countrymen for the 
ftrnm of the court, and the emoluments of office, it is yet 
but juftto fay, that be was not, during feveral years, the 
forward advocate of* the ancient fyftem ; nor did be with 
the ihamelefs zeal of moft profelytes, become either the 
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flanderer or the perfecutor of the party whicb he dcferted. 
He bore himfelf with a meeknefs and temperance which 
difarmed <re(entinent, and preferved to hrm the regard and 
efteem of thofe.with whom he formerly afted. In many 
inftances he voted againdthefninifter on queftions which, 
in his patriotic days, he had fupported ; and ih others, he 
modeftly whhdrew on a divifion, in order to preferve at 
once his place and his confiftency. In the late conteft 
between the court and the country* party, he has, however; 
been an advocate for the coercive fyftem, and acceded tor 
allthe fevere laws which were enaAed previonfly to the 
rebellion. 

Mr. Corry's perfon is manly, and his countenance ^ex- 
preffive of fpirit and good fenfe; thofe fcenes of gaiety 
and diffipation in which part of his juvenile days was fpent, 
and which contributed to give to his manners that polifh 
which we admire^ have alfo imprefied on his /ace fome of 
the indications of the bon-vi^oant. He is ftill unmarried, 
having hitherto fcorned the trammels of wedlock, anden* 
joyed the delights of love in the lefs moral way of a mar 
offafhion. 

There is not a more influencing fpeaker in the Iri{h 
Houfe of Commons. His voice is ftrong and mellow ; 
his di^lion correct ; and his ftyle fluent, copious, mode- 
rately ornamented, and always • above mediocrity. On 
xnoft topics he is capable *oi fpeakflP^" ^ manneiSdiich 
always plea&s, and fometimes inftru£ts ; but it ispnnci- 
pally upon fubje£ts connefled with finance, revenue, or 
commerce, that he appears to the greateft advantage. Tp 
thefe he feems chiefly to have dire£b:d his attention, 1 
in thefe he has. acquired very extenfive and ufeful knol 
lege. Indeed, wherever clearnefs and ftrength can re- 
commend a fpeaker to his auditory, Mr. Corry is calcu<r 
lated to command applaufe, for his underftanding is of the 
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firft daft* From imagination he derifo Httle wt ; Ut 
£uiC7 is cither fterile, or be repreflct its exuberance, for 
ki his rpecches are to be found few of thofe flowers which 
decorate the barren track of inveftigattoo, or beautify the 
field of dry difquifition. His ornaments confift in extreme 
neatneis of di£Uon, fmoothnefe and fluency of periods, and 
well-judged anangement of matter. Thefts added ta the 
corrcft animation of his manner^ the round fuUneis of his 
i7oice» and the cffcA of a good perfoQ» procure ft hk 
opinions a great degree of attenuon and refpeO* 

It was fome time fince thought that Sir John Pamell 
then Chancellor of the Irifli Exchequer would be raifiKl 
to the peerage, and Mr. Corry appointed to iucceed lum. 
To the Chancellorlhip Mr. Corry has indeed liKeoededi 
but to the regret of the people of Ireland the Ute ChaaceU 
lor has received for his public fervices a far diSereot reward 
from that which they had ^iffigned him--kis ftppobdom 
to an Union has procured his difmiflal from ofice, to wbicE 
Mr. Corry'a more flexible principles have procured Us 
appointment. 



RIGHT HONORABLE JOHN BERESFORD* 

ill 
Mr. Berespord is a younger branch of that famQy, 
whofehead is the Marquis of Waterford, Educated for 
th|^r, he was called to it To early as 176 1, and for fome 
y^ praftifed with tolerable fuccefs. He was, however^ 
at iaft induced to quit that laborious profeffion, where re- 
ward can only be obtained by the moft rigid induftryi for 
the golden profpefh which opened to him in the field of 
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j^iiticid actventtire. Thofs prorpeAi he has abundantly 
»ea))ted| having t^ifcd himfcif to high office^ and ftilt 
hi^ber influence in the ftate, fpread his branches oTcr th« 
land* Md ftrUck bis roots too deep in the foil to be (hakeii 
even by thofe direadful dorms which have lately agitated 
Ireland* Snch is bis iniuencei that he is reported ta have 
procured fer biaifelfi and his various family conne£lions» 
places^ falarie»« Scc^ to the amount of above 4€>|Ocroli per 
annumj 

Foi^ many years back^ Mr. Beresford has been at the 
head of the Iriih revenue, in which fituation he is faid 4o 
hive fK^uired and difplayed a very profound and extiii^ 
five kaoHrlegei not only of the affairs of thai depairtrnent^ 
but of the general commerce of the couittry« That he it 
a mail of buflnefs, and indefatigable induftryi capnot be 
denied ^ And that he pofiefles talents of foa^ kind, is fuUy 
proved bjr the fuccefs which has crowned bis efideavov^s. 
• The obtaining from parliapnent a fum of money, not 
le& than half amilUonj for building, under the name of a 
cttftom^houfei a palace^ part of which he himfelf was to in^ 
habity eftabliihesy beyond controverfyi the extent of hie 
power, and Che fuecefs of his addrefs 3 while thejudicioua 
dHpofitUms mrhich he has made» as one of the commiffio^ 
tuenSof wtdentog the ftreets of the capitat* gives him a& 
iiidifputable ti^te to the praifeof great forefight and ikill* 

Of a long fuceeffion of vices oys, with & fiogle exception 
oDly>Mr- Beresford is fuppofed to have had the ear ^ they 
Imvo been governed in a great meafure by his councils » 
fttid they have ixit proved ungrateful to their advi(er. 
The ittfitteoce of a man thus circumftancedy muft neceiSap 
lily, have become eixenfivei it has accordingly inftauated 
stfelf into every department of the ftate, and given to that 
f»tniiy a degree of fir^ngth which enables it almoft to dio- 
fote to;9ny adminiftration« One viceroy alone (Lord Fit2^ 

R William) 
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William) has attempted, of late, to govern without the 
Beresfords, and the confeqaence was» that he was drivctf* 
from the helm. Had Lord ComwalUs prefided as a civil 
magiilrate, and thwarted their plans, he too^ probablfi 
would have felt their powder. 

Pofleifing fuch weight in the councib of the ceuntrf , 
it is not to be fuppofed that Mr. B% ever attempts to quar* 
rel with a meafore recommended by admiaiftration. Iq 
fadt, the Britifh cabinet is faid to recommend no proje£V, 
which has not, in the firft inftance, been approved by hnm 
and a few other men of bufinefs who know the coantry. 
The celebrated commercial propofitions of Mr. Ord, in 
17859 however^ form an exception. The alteraticna 
which were made in thofe propofitions in England, had 
not Mr. B*s previous concurrence ; and though he at 
length reluctantly fupported them, they mifcarried, as ht 
had very fagacioufly-prefaged. 

Although Mr. Beresfdrd, and* his famHy, have fa much 
influence in the hifh adminiftration, he does not, perfo^ 
nally, exert himfelf in the Houfe in defending or fupport* 
ing the meafures which he advifes. He never (jpeaks but 
on fubje^ relating to revenuei or the bufinefs.of the con^ 
miffioners during the debates on wide ftreets. When re- 
pelling the infinuations of improper or cormpfe comdaEtp 
with which he has been fomethnes harafi[ed, he (hews 
great anxiety to convince, but his declamation is unkn- 
paffioned. His voice is very clear, and fufficiently 
ftrong, but it wants variety, and has no harmony in its 
tones. His diction is indeed fimple, but not correA, and 
never rifcs above the level of coUoqual converfation. 

Even his political enemies allow Mr. Beresford to pof- 
fcfs a very amiable private charaAer ; for he muft be con- 
kSCtd to be a good fricncf, father, and husband. In hii 
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perfon, he is tall, and .though now an old man^ he is ye 
Borid, ered, andbandfome. 



RIGHT HONOURABLE JOHN FOSTER, 

SfBAKER OF THE IRISH HOUSE OF T:0MM0NS. 

IF the pofleffion of a ftrong and corred undetftanding, 
much general knowledge, and a profound acquaintance 
with the commercial, manufaAuring, and agricultural in- 
terefts of his native courtcry, conftitnte a juft ground to 
xefpedl:, it is due to Mr. Fofter ; for undoubtedly one more 
able, in point of intelleA, or better informed in the very 
important inftances we have mentioned, is not to be found 
among the public men of Ireland. 

John Fofler is the ion of the late Anthony, Lord Chief 
Baron Fofter. He received his education at the univerlS- 
ty o£ Dublin, where be was contemporary with the late ex- 
cellent and accomplilfaed Chief Baron Burgh. In Mich- 
aelmas term, 1 766, he was called to the Iriih bar, while his 
fatho*, the.Chief Baron, was yet on the bench. To Mr. 
Fofter, law was but a nominal profeilion; he applied him* 
ielf to other ftudies, and no doubt had higher purfuit in 
view, than the humble fituation of a labouring barrifter, or 
even the more dignified one of ^puifni judge. He accord- 
ingly turned his mind towards ftatiftical enquiries ; and in 
the CDoft dry and difficult occupations, perhaps, in which 
the human mind can be employed, he made a proficiency 
to which he now owes, his, elevation to the moft honoura- 
ble office which a commoner can filL 
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Mr. Fofter was returned to ferre in parliament tot 
theboroughof Dunleer at the age of nineteen, was fhort- 
}y after called to the bar and at the fucceeding general 
elcftion was returned for the county of Louth, which he 
has fince continued to reprefcnt. On the laft elc£Hon, be 
was called on by the citizens of Dublin but declined in 
confequence of the handfome manner he has always been 
retumcfl to f>ariijMOJQnt by Louth. He roan hceunt as 
confpicuous for talents, as for knowledge. At that 
time, indcnd, it was iefs difficult to hoeoaie ^mtetnt in 
an Irifh Houfe of Commons than »t pref^nt, becaufe the 
field for exeriion bdng narrow, much talent, tompara' 
tiTcly ^peaking, was not caHej forth ; imt tn «i^ afln^ 
4bly of legifiBlors, this aaaii was qualified -to Aiae; and 
in cbat of Ireknd, tiie manly wifdora of hit fyftem 
jof xovn hMtt^. a fiftkm which be i>egan to form fliertly 
after hos comJoginto poriiamcni:, wHl girelMg^oiAebrity 
^m to his name. From rbeitig vnaMe to fopply twow 
thirds of her people with ^ead, hi 1770^ in cenfefofetice 
«f the operation of Mr. Fofter^ plan, biscewitry Im sot 
only become <qual to feed her iahabita&ts without lyiiig 
M the mercy of other natioM, but actually to eftpert grab 
to the amount of 200,oooL annually. 

After the agricuhure of the ceutitry, the next great ob^ 
j«d of Mr. Boftcr was the Linen manu66turej and this baa 
(derived, from his zea) and inKltigence, netefy e^albeae^ 
fit with agriculture hfelf. His attention to k his been 
unremitted; and the regulations, fitom tfane totime» m- 
troduced by hk advice, have not only greatly eacreaftd 
the quantity i^anu&^red and exported, but feesred ta 
kiih linens, in foreign countries, a charaAer whidb nuft, 
for many years^ operate powerfidly in their fkroor. 

Daring the 'very period in which Mr. Fbfter was ren- 
dering to Ireland benefits fe impwtant, his itame was m^ 

merely 
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mexAj odioos) but even «zecvat«d among the populace, 
at leaft the popolace^of the metropolis* This is oot much- 
to the credit of popular feelings & but there are. Come cir- 
comftances- which may accouat for the fa£t« notwithfiand- 
iQg that the]: certainly cannot juftify it. 

Although A(r. Fafter was thua laudably, employed, ia. 
advancing, the agriculture aad manufiiduveA of the coun^ 
try, hfrwa» always friendly to the e{labli0>ing the. indepenf 
dence of the kgiflaturei and abrogating the unjuft reftric- 
tions, by which Great Britain had fettered the commerce 
of Ireland. At that time^ too,, the maau&£lttrei« of the 
capital were either^ftarving for want of employment, or 
kept alive by eleemofyjiary contributions. Froteding dm- 
tves for thele famiihed artifans were called foe, and Mr. 
Fofter oppafi:d them with all his, powers. It was natural 
that the hungry ihould hate the man who thus declared 
his hoflility ta meafiires which was hoped would give them 
bread* . The seoiote operation of laws^ however wife, the 
faulk^f the nation could nptfbrefeev and even if they 
could foreiee^ it would not relieve t]ie p»efiure of preTeot 
want, or enable the £amiibing workmap to fatisfy the calir 
ofaatuBS. 

Whatever Mr^Fofter's merits, therefore, might be,, the 
popuIacCf reafbning &om what was obvious, inftead of 
vhat was reoipte,, looked on him with deteftation ; his 
ll^mng declared an opinion againft the utility of promot-r 
i«ig. Silk manufadure, was another caufe which ratfed 
bima;fao(i; o^ ^cmies. This prejudice continued for 
ibveral yeans, . 

In 1784, Ab*. Fofter was appointed Chancellor o£ the 
Exchequer ; an office, for which his comprehenfive and 
methodical nuadu added to his extenfive knowledge of the 
reiburces o£ theconntry, admirable fitted him. 101785 
hfif however re%pcd the ChsuKellorlhip, on being chofen^ 
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fpeaker of the Houfe of Commonsi in which digniGed 
iituation he has fmce continued. At the commence* 
ment of the late parliament, the friends of Mr. W. B. 
Ponfonby made a powerful effort in'fupport of his preten- 
fions to the chair ; but they were unable to cotinteraA that 
influence which the experience, talents, and infbrmatioQ 
of Mr. Fofter defervedly gave him. He was accordUigTy 
chofen then by a large majority ; anfl by the prefent Houfe 
of Commons, he was clefted without oppoficioni raoft of 
the popular members having feccded. 

The duties of this high ofEce are difchargcd by him 
with great ability. Deeply read in the law and privileget 
of parliament, no incident occurs in which he is not able to 
guide the conduA of the houfe, while his punAuality, love 
of order, and good tafte, give facility to bufineis, and a de« 
corous elegance to Icgiflative arrangements. 

As a politician Mr. Fofter feems to have afted fteadily 
upon one principle, that of promoting, to the utmoft pf his 
power, the interefls of Ireland, fo far as thofe intereftsdid 
not interfere with any of the interefts of Great Britaiki. 
Where a competition could exift, he was faid to have 
uniformly been fwayed by the tatter one, but the noble 
ftand which he has made to defend the liberty and hide- 
pendence of Ireland againft the Britifli minifter feems to 
have given the lie to that affertion and proves htm to 
have been aftuatcd by a fpirit of genuine and enli^c- 
ened patriolifm. 

In private life, Mr. Fofter is eafy and affable; difphy- 
ing the manners of a gentleman. His ftyle of living is 
magnificent, and his relifh for mproving infatiabic, 
in this purfuit he has expended large fums of money, 
and his tafte and judgment is unequalled, his phuitations 
at CoUon in the county of Louth are not inferior to any 
in Ireland. Mrs. Fofter was created Baronels Oriel in 
1790, and Vifcountds Ferrard in 1797. 

•CHARLES 
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CHARLES BURNET, MUS. P. F. R.S. 

THIS gaideroan, wkofe celebrity is eqaaUy great in tlie 
Bterary and tlM mvficsd world, is a native of Shrewibuiy, 
and was bom ia 1726. He received the radiments ef Im 
edocatioQ attlie free grammar fchool of that town^ and 
completed it at the public fchool qf Chefter. At the lat- 
ter place he commenced Us mufical ftodies, binder Mr. 
Bakeri organift of the cathedral, who was a pupil of Dr. 
ifew. 

He returned to Shrewsbury about the year I74'i, and 
continued the ftndy of mufic, under his half-brother, Mr. 
James 3nroey, who was an eminent organift and teacher 
of mufic in that town. 

Ib 174,4 he met with Dr. Ame at Chefter, who per« 
'cdvinghis talents to be refpedtable, prevailed upon his 
friends to fend him to London. He continued to profit 
nnder the inftra&iooil of that celebrated mafter full three 
years. In 1749* h/c was elected organift of St. Dione^ 
back*church, Fenchurch-ftreet, with an annual falary of 
•nly thirty pounds; and the fame year was engaged to 
take the organ^part at the new concert cftabliihed at the 
King's-arms, Comhill, inftead of that which had been 
lield at the Swan tavern, btrrnt down the year before. 
At this time hecompofed for Drury-lane theatre the fol- 
lowing mufical {Neces, viz. Robin Hood, a comic opera 
by Mofes Mendez ; and Queen Mab, a pantomime $ which 
laft had aftoniihiog fuccefs, being played every winter fo^ 
nearly thirty yeftrs. 

Being in an ill ftate of health, which, in the opinion of 
his phyfidans, indicated a confumption, he was prevailed 
npoa to wbet intQ the country. Accordingly he went to 
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Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, where he was chofcn organift, 
with a falary of one Hundred pounds a-ycar. Here he 
continued nine years, and formed the deflgo-of Gdrnpilmg 
his General Hiftory of Muftc, 

In 1 760, his health being eftabliOied, he gladly mom- 
ed once more to the metropolis, with t lai^ md yo&ag 
£imUy» and entered upon his profcffion wiik M ipcreifo 
of profit and reputation. His eldeft daugbteri vhowu 
then about eight years old^ obtained grf»t qotke m $bA 
mufical world by her aftonifliing performancti w the 
harpficbord* 

Soon af>er his arrival in London, he compofed levertl 
mucb*admired concertos'; and ib. 1766 he brooghto our at 
Drury.lane theatre a tranflation of RouiIba«t> Dtm^ inh 
Village^ which he bad executed during hit vf 6deiiei^.aC 
Lynn. It had, however, no great fuccefs. • . ' 

In 1 769, he had the honorary degree of Doctor of Mafic 
conferred upon him by the univerfity of OjUiprd ; on 
whiph occafion be performed an exercift Ui the mufical 
fchool of that univcrOty. This exercife, conCfting of an 
anthem of great length, with an overture, airs, recitatives, 
and chorufes, was feveral times afterwards performed «e 
the Oxford mufic meetings ; and, under tho dire^tiiMi 
of the famous Emanuel Bach^ in St. Kathorine's chUrchj^ 
Hamburgh. 

The year following be travelled through France «nd 
Italy, as well with a view to improvement in hit profeffi* 
on, as to collect materials for hii intended Hi/hry^M^^ 
an objea which he had feldom out of his mind, fireN0 the 
time he fir ft conceived the idea of fuch a worb« In 1771^ 
he publifhcd his <« Mufical Topr; or, Frefent Staff of 
Muiic in France and Italy.^ This work was ver^ well 
received by the public, and is fa good a model for tra^eV 
lers to keep their journals by, that Dr^ Johnfon profcficd-i 
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\f adopted it » his when he rifited the Hebrida. Speak* 
log of bis own book, ^< I hyd," faid the doAor, << that 
^c^ifvrr dee Bumcy't MuGesd Tour in my eyt." 

In I772» be travdled through the Neth^kin4i, Germs, 
ajy and Holhody and in the courfe of the next year he 
pqjbUO^d aj» account of his journey in two volumes ofb- 
yo» b^ie iame jear he was aUb eleifted Fellow of the 
RAjal Society^ 

la <776y appeared the firft volume in quarto of his 
*^ General Hiftory of Mt^c'\ The remaining volumet 
of thiaS^ery elaborate-an'i intelligent work were publiOied 
at irregular periods ; and the five, of which it now co&t 
iifti, were not completed till the year 1789. 

In 1779» at the dcfire of Sir John Priogle, Dr. Bumey 
drew up for the Philofophical TranfaAions <' An Account 
of Uttle Caotch » ihe Infant Mufictan^ now Profefibr of 
Mttflc In the Univerfity of Os^ford.'' The grand mnfical 
fcftitral in lySii in commemoration of HAMDSLf held in 
Wf ftminfter abbey i Wgs confidercd as deferving of a par^ 
ticular memoir ; the hiftorian of muCc was 6:aed upon as 
the moft proper peifon to draw it up, AcciHrdingty, the 
(iliae year^ a fple&did volume was publilhed by Dr. Bur« 
oty^ in quartOf fiof the benefit of the mufical fund. In 
tbif work the Doihnr difplayed eminent talents as a bio^ 
grapher ; and the Life of Handel is one of the few good 
memoirs which extft in our language* 

In 1796, \a puUiOied the << Life of MetaftaBo.^ in 
three volomesy oQavo \ but this performance wants diat 
anangement and judicious feleAion which chara£lcrize hit 
fonner puUications. Befides thefe prodoAions, Dr« 
Burney wrote «< The Cunning Mani'' <« An Efiay towivda 
aHiftory d" Comets }" » Plan of a Public Mufic Schoot^** 
&c. 85c. 

His 
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His mufical works, in addition to thofe already menti- 
oned, are : Sonatas for two Violins and a Bafs, two parts. 
Six Cornet Pieces, with an introduction and Fogae finrthe 
Organ. A Cantata and Songs. Six Duets for two Ger- 
man Flutes. Six concertos for Violins, &c. in eight 
parts. Two Sonatas for a Piano Forte, Violm and Vk^ 
loncello, two parts. Six Harpfichord LeflSmt ; &c. &c. 

Dr. Burney has been twice married, and has had'e^t 
children, of whom feveral have manifefted very foperior 
abilities. 

His eldell daughter was celebrated for her extraordU, 
nary mufical powers. 

The fecond^ Madame D'Arblay, is univerfally known 
and admired as the author of Evelina, Cecilia^ and - 
Camilla. 

The eldefl fon, James, failed round the world with 
Captain Cooke, and afterwards commanded th<s BHftolj 
of 50 guns, in the Eaft-Indies : he has publifhed ibme 
judicious traAs on the beft means of defending our iOand 
jigainft an invading enemy. 

: The fecond fon, Charles Burnet, LL.D. is mafter 
of a refpedable academy at Greenwich, and well known 
in the learned world by his profound knowledge of the 
Greek language, and his mafterly claf&cal criticifms fai the 
Monthly Review. 

For many years DoAor Burnet refided in the hool« 
(No. 36, St. MartinVAreet, Leicefter- fields) formerly 
occupied by Sir Ifaac Newton ; during the laft ten he has 
inhabited an elegant fuit of apartments in Chelfea college, 
where he enjoys a handfome independency. He ftill 
fpcnds feveral hours every day in his library, which Is 
ftored with a great variety of valuable and curious books^ 
many of them coUcfted during his travels. 
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WILUAM HERSCHEL, LL.D. F.R.S. 

' THIS country bas the feireft right to enrol the fubjeft 
of the prefent article in the number of her ornaments, as 
1ms extraordinary abilities have been brought into action, 
ftrengthenedi and properly direded^ under the aufpices of 
the firitifli fovereign. 

Dr. William Herfcbel is a native of Hanover, and was 
lM>rn November 15, 1738. He was the fecond of four 
tfbns, all of whom were brought up to their father's pro- 
fciEoD, which Wias that of a mufician. In addition to 
tbefe^'liMr« Hercfael^ fenior, bad two daughters j and 
therefore, burdened with fo large a family, and in a poor 
^country too, it is not at all a matter of wonder that tt^ 
education which he bellowed on his children was but 
Scanty. Finding, however, in William a lively and inqui- 
iittve genius, beyond what appeared in the other fons,he 
gave him the advantage of a French mailer, under whom 
he made a rapid progrefs in the attainment of that lan- 
guage. Luckily, the tutor had a metaphyfical head, and 
fo fond was he of his favourite ftudy, as well as thole 
branches of fociety which are connefled with it, that he 
was defirous of making his pupil acquainted therewith. 
From this worthy man young Herfcbel gained a tolerable 
knowledge of logic, ethics, and metaphyiics ; and his .at- 
tainments therein excited in his mind a ftrong and iaiati* 
able thirft for learning, with the commendable refolution 
of exerting himfelf to the utmoft to improve bis ftock of 
intelle£hial tteaAires. Thefe, indeed, were all his inbeslo 
tance, except a mufical inftrnment, and fome manufcnpt 
mufic. With this ftore, unpromifing as it was, our ad« 
venturer bade adieu to his native country while the flames 

of 
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of war were fpreading around it, and arrived in London^ 
in the year 1 759. Here he was loft in the crowd of can- 
didates for employment, and we may well fappofe that his 
iituation in a ftrange country, without friends^ and in bat 
indifivrent circumfiances, muft have been both pwciill and 
irkfome. Mr Herfchei had not only a fteady bat a Vntxk^ 
ous mind. Hereby he was eoaUed not oalj to bear «p 
with fortitude againft dilappointmeot8| hot to pcrftvere 
with alacrity in improving himfelf in an occnpatioOi wliidl 
hardly feemed to promife him a comfortable fub&flf nee. 

Finding but little profpeA of fucceeding to Us vifli 10 
the roetropoiisi he prudently rcfolved upon going Into the 
country \ where mufical profeflbrs being, few, the chance 
offuccefs muft be the greater. After nifiliim, <Mji«ll 
places in the north of England, his good iiortane brought 
him to Halifax, where an organift being wantedt ^i* nerha 
were tried, and he procured the appo'mtment* Hot kt 
alfo taught mufic with approbation and profit.ik The kive 
of learning ftill prevailed, and at this place he develed hit 
fpare hoort to the ftudy of the languages, be^niilg with 
the Italhiny on account of its intimate connefiion ^miih hit 
profeffion. From the Italian he proceeded to the Isim^ 
in which he made an eminent progre&. He tbeaafe* 
tempted the Greek, but after a little application he aba»* 
doned the ftudy of thia language, coniidering it as too dry 
and abAraAed for his porpofe. 

la theie puriiuts Mr. Hericbd was entirely fel(.tia^ } 
and he holda out, inconfequence, an exceUent and ferti* 
nent example to tho& young {serfoos whole cdiica«ian Itea 
been circumicribed within common limits,, through the 
penury or ftarrow.mkKledne& of their friends. 

A detcrmtoed heart, and perieveriog application^ we 
fee from this inftance, will overcosne ohftadca that are 
apparently infiinnountable. 

But 
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But it wai not to the dead and living languages only 
that Mr. Herfchel bent his ardent and refolute mind. He 
attempted to gain a knowlege of the itioft abflrufe fci- 
eoces. His firft effort iras to make himfelf mailer of the 
tlfeory of harmonies : and it is obfervable^ that the book 
which be made choice of for thb purpofei was no other 
than the profound and intricate treatxfe of the learned Dn 
Smith upon that fubje£V. He got through this work^ 
however^ without any afliftance ; and fo great was the 
pleafure which he derived from it, that he relblved upon 
iludfing the other branches of mathematical learning. 
He began with Algebra, which he foon maftered; thence 
he proceeded to Euclid, and fo on to Fluxions. Thcf 
grouMl-work being thus laid^ the ftudy of the other fcien* 
ces became eafy. 

His fituation at Halifax was favourable to his gramma« 
tical and inathematical purfuits ; and it is well that be thus 
laid in lei |horongh ftock of found knowlege m what 
may be caUed his retirement. In 1766 he exchanged this 
place for one of a very different defcription, being eleAed 
or^nift to the OAogon chapel at Bath. Here he entered at 
once upon a great round of profeffional bufinefs, per- 
forming at the rooms, theatre, oratorios, and public and 
private concerts, befides having a great number of pupils. 
In fuch a hurry of employment, and in the immediate cir- 
cle of luxury and amufement, very ftw men of Mr. HerC- 
chel's profeflion and age would have found time to pur- 
fue ftudies feemingly fo unprofitable and uninterefting as 
mathematics. 

So far, however, from relaxing in his icientific ftudies, 

he purfned them with increafing ardour, and after a day 

of hard bbour^ he commonly retired at night to his ma- 

tbemafiical bodks, and fpent many hours in an unwearied 

atten- 
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attention to the moft abftrufe queftions in geometry aod 
fluxiont. 

In the Ladies' Diary, for 1 780, appeared an elegant and 
profound anfwer by him to a very difficult prize-^ueftion, 
refpe£ling the vibrations of a muiical chord loaded m the 
middle with a fmall weight. 

About this time his ftudies were chiefly direfied to op- 
tics and aftronomy. The pleafure which he had experi- 
enced from viewing the heavens through a two-feet Gre- 
gorian telefcope, which he borrowed at Bath, made him 
deiirous of pofleffing a complete fet of agronomical infim* 
ments. His firft objeA was to get a larger telefcope; and 
being ignorant of the price at which fuch inftruments are 
ufually charged, he defired a friend in London to tftay one 
for him. This gentleman, furprifed at thefum demanded 
for the telefcope, declined purchadng it till he had infor- 
med Mr. Herfchel of the circumftance. Our afljronomer's 
aftonifhment was equal to that of his friend's ; bi|t inflead 
of dropping his purfuit, he formed what man^ woud have 
regarded as a moft romantic refolution, that of making a 
telefcope for himfelf. He did not content himfelf with a 
fpeculative idea, but from the fcanty inftruAions he could 
gather out of optical treatifes, actually fet abiput this ardu- 
ous undertaking. Difappointment fucceeded difappoint- 
ment -, but all this only ferved to a£l as a ftimulus to his 
ardent mind, and at length his perfeverance was crowned 
with fuch fuccefs, that, in 1774, he enjoyed the ezquifite 
fatisfadion of beholding the heavens through a five-fiset 
Newtonian reflector of his own workmanfhip. Our mo- 
dern Galileo did not reft at this attainment, great as it 
was, but with a laudable ambition, fet about making in- 
ftruments of a greater magnitude than had hitherto been 
known. After conftrufling thofe of feven, and even ten 
feet, he thought of forming one not lefs than double Xht . 

latter 
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latter fize. So great was bis patience, fo determined his 
perfeverence, that in perfeAing the parabolical figure of a 
feven-feet telefcope, be did not make lefs than two hun- 
dred fpecula before be obtained one that would bear any 
power that was applied to it. , 

While he was thus laborioufly employed in his mathoi 
matical purfuitSi be did not negledl the immediate dutieS; 
of bis profeffion^ Yet fo much did his new occupation 
engage bis mind, that he has frequently ftolen from the 
theatre or the concert-room to look at the ftars, and thea 
return again in time to bear his part among the mufical 
performers. This conftancy to Urania was at length moft 
bountifully rewarded, by the difcovery of a new planet ia 
our fyftem, to which he gave the name of Georgium 
Sidus; but which foreign afironomers have generally 
termed Herfcbel, 

This important difcovery was made in the night of the 
13th of March, 17C1. It was by no means a mere acci* 
dental circuoAance which favoured our aftronomer with 
the view of this planet *, but the refult of a regular, patient^ 
and fcientific chain of obfervations. When he firft faw it^ 
he was not quite certain that it belonged to our fyftem ; 
but a dofer enquiry enabled him to afcertain with exaA- 
neft its planetary difk, as well as its motion. 

This difcovery was communicated the fame year to the 
Royal Society ; and in confequence of it, Mr. Herfchel 
iRtas unanimoufly elected a member, and had the annual 
gold medal bellowed upon him for his fervice to the in- 
terefts of fcience. 

The year following his Majefty took him under his im- 
mediate patronage, and conftituted him bis aftronomer^ 
with a handfome penfion. On this he quitted Bath and 
his mufical inftriiments, and went to live at Slough near 
Windforj at a houfe appointed for him by bis royal mafter. 

Here 
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Here tie was enabled to carry on bis projcAs with ta- 
goar, and thore which had hitherto failed of fuccefs were 
now brought to perfcAion. While at Bath, he had form- 
ed the bold fcheme of conflrufling a telefcdpe of thirty 
feet, and a£lually made feveral trials to carry his obje£t 
into effeA. But though he failed there, fince his relidence 
at Windfbrhehas far exceeded this deflgn, and completed 
an inftrument of no lefs than forty ! The Irregtilarities in 
the fpeculumi and the impoflibility of rendering the partd 
of fo enormous an inftrument as this mathematically ex* 
n&i have hitherto prevented his being able to make any 
aftaal obfervations with it. It is a vulgar error, that the 
difcoveries of Dr. Herfchel have been ocCafioQM by the 
enormous magnifying power of his telefcope; the £&& is^ 
that no fiicfa laf ge power is neceflary, or ufefiil i and that 
all Dr. Herfchel's difcoveries have been made Willh ttf^ 
fleAors of from ten to twenty feet, and with powers of 
from fixty to three hundred. His difcovetiea are to be 
afirrlbed to his hudable perfeverance, and not to the fize 
of his great telefcope, which is rather an objedlof curlofity 
than of utility. 

In 1783 he dffcovered a volcanic mountain in the mooni 
and in 1787 made further obfervations upon that planet^ 
and found two others therein, which emitted fife frooii 
their fummits. In profecuting his enquiries refpeOing his 
own phmet (if we may be allowed fo to exprefi otirfelveSs 
he has dtfcovered it to be furrounded with xings, and to 
have fix fateilites. 

For all thefe important additions to the ffock of national 
knowlege, our aftrohomer had the honour of tectMng 
from the univerftty of Oxford the degree of a DoAor of 
Laws ; which is the more creditable, as that learned body 
is very fparing of its academic honours upon peribos wlio 
have not been educated within its walk. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Herfcbcl has been sr regular contributor to the Phi- 
Jofophical Tr^fadions eVer fince his firft xonununication 
in 1781, refpeding his difcovery of the new planet Some 
of his papers are extremely curious ; and he has hazarded 
a few >bol(l' cdnjcdures refpefting the fun, and other pla- 
netary bodies, which would hardly have been received from 
a lefs accurate obferver. 

In' his afironomical purfuits the dc^or is materially aC- 
fifted by his fifler, Mifs Caroline Herfchel, who has diftin- 
; guifhed berfelf greatly by her application to this fublime 
:ftudy^ and has- communicated to the Royal Society feme 
very ingentous reports of obfervations made by her upon the 
^ftarryorbs. r 

: Dr% Herfchel is a man of unafluming manners, a free, 
-commanicatiye, and pleafant companion; and enjoys that 
vigour of Con^ftitutio^ which is fo eflential to an aftrono- 
mical obTerv^ in adimate like that of England. Itmay be 
hoped, that hi| name will endure as long as the planetary 
fyftem, to illuftrate which he has devoted his life* 
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SIR NASH GROSE 

IS a native of London, and.fon of Edward Grofe, Efq, 
Being defigjied for the bar, he was admitted of Lincoln's 
Inn, in Trinity term, 1756. > In a (hort time he difcover** 
ed very reipe£bUe profeffional abilities, and eftablifhed a 
charaAer which. finn procured him an cxtenfive (hare of 
.bufinefs. .... 

t After about eight years'^pradice as.a banifter, he was 
odicd to ^e degoee .of feijeant, and being confidered as a 
found lawyer, on the deceafe of that moft refpedable maa 

S the 



late patriotic Seijeant Glynn, he took the lead in (fie- 
cburt of Commoii Pleas. Mr. Grots had the happineft of 
uniting what very few attain, the tsdent of a fpeeial p^eadttr 
with a confiderable portion of eloquence. 

In 1787, without the intervention of great friends, pow« 
crfiil alliances V or parliamentary intereft, he was raifed toa 
ieat in the court of King's Bench, of which he is now ins 
third ^ge : and loon after this promotion* his majefty eon-^ 
ftrred the honour of knighthood upon him. 

In his judicial capacity, he has conduced himfi^fo as 
to avoid reflexion or reproach v and this^. in the prefemr 
limes, evinces no (mail decree of integrity Bcbg enditly* 
unconneffed with political parties, he cannot leafimUy 
kopc to fucceed to the Chief JufticcAip ol either of the 
Murts, and therefore has no other objjeflb in view but t»di&- 
penfe juftice wkh credit to himfelf and advantage tm die 
pubTic;. for he is now arrived at what to him i^jr be looked 
•nas te AT pirns ubra of his profeffion. 

R 



MR. KEMBLE 

IS broker to the celebrated a£trefs, Mrs. Siddbns, and 
dt eldeft fon of Mr. Roger Kemble, who was vum/ years 
manager ci an itinerant company of comedians. . 

When » boy^ Mr. K. ufed to appear on his (aAet^s ftagt 
in fuchcharafters as fuited his age, but was not by turn de« 
figned for a dieatrical life* The Kemble fiunily fue cadio- 
lic, and the old gentleman placed his^fon John at a Ronuui 
catholic academy in StaiFordfliiref whence be wae ient to 
the Engltih college at Douay» in order U> be cpafified for 
the church. . 
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While there^ he was equally noted for the ftrength of his 
memory, and adsijif ed for his hzppf mode of delivery. 

But l|>eiD|E^ at length tired ef the c<^lege trammels, lie for- 
fook his ftudtes^ and returned to England, before the age 
of twenty, without his father's confent. Haj/ing landed at 
Briftol^ he walked to Gloucefter, where hearing, that 
the company was at Brecknock, he proceeded thither, but 
m6t with a cool reception ; his fether, indeed, adoally re- 
fund to relfeve him ; but the adors generoufly affified him 
with money, by way of fubfcri prion, to which his father, 
according to a report, which we truft . is unfounded^ was 
with difficulty perfiiaded to ^dd a guinea ! 

On this, he returned to Gloucefterfhire with Ms pittance^ 
and joined Chamberiin's company^ with whom he made 
his jirft d&y on the il^ge of a fmall town in that county. 
His profits from this were (canty and his diftreis greats 
which fometimes invdved him in rather lodtcrous fituati* 
ons. 

Kemble's chief fault feenved to te an unaccountable neg« 
ligence, but he was ftill looked On as a rifing z6tor. In 
hopes of procuring more profit and reputation than his pre- 
fent fituation afforded him, he joined with the manager of 
Cheltenham theatre, in order to give a mifcellaneous en- 
tertainment. Young Kemble was to ledure^ and his part* 
ner to entertain the company with Jligbt-of-hand tricks I 
Kemble obtaiined great credit by his eloquence, but neither 
of them gain^ ipuch money \ and we have only to lament, 
that fucb men flioqld have been reduced fo low by the 
frowns of the fickle goddefe. 

After this, our tfaeatricai hero joined a company at Wor« 
cefter, where he remained until his fifler introduced him 
to Mr. Younger; from which time he gradually improved, 
until he pbtaiii^d a high degree of eminence in his profef* 
fion, • . 

S 2 About 
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About this period he produced *« Bclifirius," atngp- 
dy, and a poem called « The Palace of Mercy." 

From Younger's company he was- introduced to that of 
Mr. Wilkinfon, at York ; who being appomted manager 
at Edinburgh, took him along with him j there he was well 
received, and dtlivcred-a lecture oft oratory^ which gained 
him reputation as a man of letters. ^ 

Mr. Kemble played in Dublin in 1782, at Smock-alley 
theatre, and fucceeded admirably, particularly in Jtpbfon'i 
^ Count of N arbonne.** His filler foon after procured him 
an engagement at Drury-lane theatre. 

His iirft appearance in the metropolis was in^ Hamlet^ 
and but few firft appearances in London have given greater 
fatisiadion# ttis foleran demeanor and fEyle of ading are 
admirably fuited to the charader. He hias often repeated it, 
but always in an improved ftate ; and his HamTet is now^ 
perhaps, as finiihed a portrait as any on die ftage. Since 
that period he has performed a great variety of tragic cha- 
wSers', always refpeftably, and fometimes widi acknow- 
ledged cjccellence.. 

His perfony a£Hony and deportment, joined to* a diftinS' 
and claffical utterance, fit him particularly for a tragedian; 
The pathetic compfeints of Jaffier are, however, delivered 
with torpor, nor is his voice equal tathe burfts of rage in 
Richard, or Macbeth. In the lover he- is alfo defefiive; 
but in the defpair of Beverly, the jeatbufy of ^Othello^ and 
the inquietude of royal ^ohn, he is peculiarly faccefifuR 
His great fault is thealv^ays aiming at being original, \vl 
which he frequently fails ; but yet in tho/c attempts he 
fometimes flrikes out new beauties. On the whole, he is 
one of the firft performers of the prefent day. 

Mr. Kemble has produced ai farce called the " Projefls,'* 
and has altered Bickerftaff^s comedy of <« 'Tis Well it's no 
Worfe", into a farce called the « Pannel>*' as welb as 

Lottvct'* 
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XrOUV^Bt's << Lo^iikai" he ha& alfo fitted the old play of 
^ Loye in many Mafks'' for the modem ftage. 

On Mr. Kin^s quitting the management of Drury-lanev 
Mr. Kemble was appointed his'fuccefibr ; but it is certain 
the hottfe. tinder his control was not very fiiceefsful: this, 
liewever, may be attributed partly to want of tafteJn the 
-town, and pojtly to want of countenance in a certain quar*f 
ter; for he aiTuredly pofleflTes the talents requifite to judge 
of new pieces^ sind a fu^icient knowlege of the ftage to 
get up fiicb as are old in the beft msmner. 

Mr. Kemble married the widow of the late Mr. Brereton^ 
It is f^d that tbevdaughtecpf a depeafed minifter^of ftate was 
ftrongly attached to him, which coming to the father's ears 
be prudendy offered a fortune of 3000/. on condition he 
would marry, jmrnediately, any lady,he likeS. He accord- 
ingly caft hi& eyes on Mrs. Brereton, ^nd thus fecured t/a 
himfcif a confiderable acceflion of fortune, and a moft ex-r 
xidlent wifc 



MISS SEWARD. 

THIS lady^ (b.well known, and fo much refpeSed It^ 
tiie literary world, is the only daughter of the reverend Mr« 
Seward,. reAor of Eyam, in Derby(hire ; prebendary an4 
canon-refidentiary of Litchfield. 

Being an author himfetf, he was fond of giving hjs daugh-. 
ter a t^ifte for letters, particularly pqetry ; and at the early 
age of three years ibp coul/i repe^ th.eL'Allegro of Milton :^ 
and at nine Ihe^^ould recite the threo: iirft books of Para-f. 
dife .Lod wid)k fpirit. and propriety^ About the fame age 
ihe convejftcd fcv<r4 of the p&lins i^tp EpgliJih verfe* 
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But her mother not approving this turn for poetry, |kr-^ 
fuaded her to relinquifli her literary purfuits; (he fttU) h«vr- 
every indulged now and then in her beloved occiipition» 
and (acrificed by fieahh to the mufes. 

A friend of the family happening to doiibt whether the 
poems (hewn as her's had not received fome patemat-afift* 
ance, he called one evening when he knew Iwr fitther was 
abfent, and requefted the young lady to favour bitn with a 
few lines on any fubjed, adding << Let me write a ftanza^ 
^ and you finifli it ;'' he accordingly indited oae> and left 
her : on the fucceeding morning (he prefentfid him with 
fome verfes, which convinced liim of her merit and tits own 
injuftice. 

On the death of an only and beloved fifter, which hap- 
pened a few* years after, (he wrote an Elegy as (he was fit- 
ting in the garden. Other poems flowed rapidly from her 
pen ; and becoming acquainted with the late Lady Miller^ 
pf Bath-Eadon, (he was a frequent and fucce(sful candi- 
date for the prize beftowed at that villa. 

Her iirft regular publication was a beautiful Elegy on the 
death of Captain Cook, which, with an ^^ Ode to the 
Sun*' (aBath-Eaftonprize poem), were publifiied in quar- 
to (1780). In the courfe of the next year> (he compofed 
a " Monody*' on her friend Major Andr*. Thefc two 
produ£tions induced Dr. Darwin to by, that (he was the 
inventrefs of *' epic elegy/' Since that period, (he has 
written ** A Poem to the Memory of Lady Miller;** 
^^ Louifa," a poetical novel ; an Ode on ^^ Gen. Elliot'f 
return from Gibraltar ;" and ** Llangollen Vale." 

Mifs Seward has alfo diftinguifhed herfelf as a tranflatofy 
for (he has clothed one of the moft elegant of the L»tm 
poets in an Engli(h drefe, having prefented the public with 
a new verfion of feveral of the Odes of Horace. They 
have been thought fome what too diffufe, but are aUcmed to 
exhibit prooft of a claiScal tafte and fine imagination. 

EARL 
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iEARL OF CLARE, 

t&kt) HIGH CHANGECLOR OF IR^LANIX 

WHETHER we confider the importance refulting firom 
ofioial fitoatian, or that which great adivity, confiderable 
talents, and ihdeiatigable seal, alwa3rs attach to their poC- 
feflbr, this ncMemaa is certainly the firft man in the Irifli 
adininiftration. Whatever may be the htt of his unhappy 
•country, lb &r as that fate is influenced by the prefent con- 
teft, it may4>e fiurly attributed to his wifdom or to his weak* 
ncfs, to his finnniefs or to his folly«. 

Lord Clare, afldiough now occupying the higheft law- 
oilice in Ireknd, and pofleffing almoft unlimited influence 
in its councils, cannot boaft a long line of noble anceftors. 

He is removed but two degrees from a man in an humble 
walk of ibciety, whofe life was diftinguiflied only by a gra- 
dual tranfition from extreme poverty to an honourable com- 
latency, and that too acquired by ufefiil indufiry, which 
at that period to a perfon m his fituation profefling the Ca« 
thoUc religjon was not an eafy matter. 

With the chajfige produced in the circumftances of the 
femily, a change feems to have alfo taken place in its cree<ft 
fcr lfi*3e yet a very young man, we find the late Mr. Fitz- 
gibboii, his lordfliip's father, a ftaunch and zealous protef- 
tant. It is fald. However, that he was originally deflined 
to officiate at a Catholic altar, and that he had anally re- 
ceived the education which was confidered neceflary to fit 
him for that ftatioh. If this account be true, it is at leaft 
Certain that either the maturity of his judgment, or a change 
in his views, foon made him retant his f^/rs^ for he was 
pt In e9rl;lif(fr» when he was called to the Irifh bar, to 

whicd; 
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which catholics were then inadmiffible, and at which hezf^ 
terwards beeame a highly efteemed and fuccefsful pleader. 

During that period, the bafinds of the courts was mcv 
nopolifed by a few eminent barrifters : but the talents and 
the induftry oif" Mr. Fitzgibbon forced him forward in fpitc 
of envy, and in a few years he htmfelf became one of thofe 
who, in fome refpefU, claimed all the honours and the emo- 
luments of the profeffion. So fuccefsful indetd was he, that 
in the courfe of a life not uncommonly long» he is fiiid to 
have realifed a fortune of nearly 8000/. per annum* 

Of this gentleman. Lord Clare is the only furyiving (bo. 
A profefBon in which the father had been fo fuccefsful wa^ 
naturally chofen by him for a favourite child. He was ac- 
cordingly entered at an early age a ftudentof the univerfity 
of Dublin, where he was contemporary with fomje of the 
moft celebrated men who have di(lingui(hed themfelves ia 
all the recent and important tranfai^ions that have occurred 
in Ireland ; fuch as Mr. Grattan, Mr. Fofter the prefen^ 
fpeakerof the Irifli Commons, &c. He is yet rememfaer- 
ed by fome of. the old members of that feminary, on accounf 
of the ability and induftry which even then nutrkjcd his 
charajSer.' 

Having completed his courfe of collegiate ftudies, and 
kept his terms at the Temple, he was at length called 19 
the Iri(h bar, with advantages poflcffed by few at the out^ 
fet of life, and thefe were fupported by a high charafter^ and 
^ fortune which, even independent of any encreafe from the 
fuccefs of forenfic labours, fecured to him fomething infi- 
nitely beyond a competence. Affluence, however, did not 
produce in Mr. Fitzgibbon what is too Qommenly its efFeA 
on the youthful mind— an indolent apathy. His affiduity in 
profeffional purfuits was not exceeded by any of his rivals at 
the bar ; and though there was no man who drank more 
deeply of the cup of pleafurc, yet few toiled through more 

bufineft^ 
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bufinefs, or in the difcharge of it difplayed more of that ac- 
curacy of knowledge which is the refult only of attentive 
induftry. 

It was by the obfervance of a rule of life which none but 
firong minds have ever prefcribed to themfelves, namely, 
" to fufier no portion of time to pafs without filling it either 
with bufinefs or with pleafure,*' that Mr. F. was enabled to 
unite thofe generally incompatible purfuits. With fuch ap- 
plication, aiid with talents certainly above the common le- 
vel, though perhaps far below that at which his friends 
would place them, he foon rofe to eminence. 

In the Houfe of Commons, of which he became a mem- 
ber fhortly after his call to the bar, by the operation of this 
principle, aided by a kind of eloquence, which, though 
it was neither very brilliant nor very perfuafive, yet being 
accompanied by a certain air of confident fuperiority, a con« 
fidei:able eiFed was produced ; and he was foon efteemed 
one of the moft efficient fupporters of the party he efpoufed. 

Without afFe(Sting popularity at any time, he launched 
into political life, uninvited and unbought, the partifan of' 
the court, and the profefl!ed contemner of the /r^»2^m t;^/- 
gus : in this fentiment has has been wonderfully confident.: 
From his firft entrance he has not, in one Angle inftance, 
fiarted from the track before him. His condudl has been 
marked by an unvaried and uniform fupport of the Britifh 
cabinet, and an avowed, perhaps a revolting contempt, for 
the principles, motives, and objedb of what has been called 
the popular party* 

He^had not been long in parliament, before the calami- 
ties brought upon Ireland by the continuance of the Ameri- 
can conteft, rendered it necefiary to^ek, in an enlargement 
of herxommerce, for fome remedy ^gainft a general bank- 
ruptcy. The Commons, urged by the cries of a famiih- 
ing people^ called for what was then denominated ^' a freb 

f » « trade,*' 
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<< trade^^* and Mr. F. much to his honour, tSi noi 9fp^ 
the application. The defencelefs ftatcin which the king* 
doin had been left, by drawing off the troops to ferve on a 
diftant continent, Tuggefted to the community the neceffiqr 
of arming for felf-defence. Mr. F. appeared in the ranks 
as a private ; but it would be unjuft to chai^ bim with 
participating in thofe high-flown fentiments of mdonal 
pride, and love of freedom, which foon began to afliute 
the volunteer army, and which no doubt ffLvefinu ftre o g th 
to the fubfequent declaration of legiflative independence bj 
the Irifli parliament. He rather feemed to be carried for* 
ward by the irrefiftible impulfe of national fentiment, than 
to have advanced with it toward the goat Accordingly, 
when an occafion occurred of retiring without diflionouK 
from a caufe fo little congenial to his principles, he fiyiarat- 
cd from the vulgar herd. The moment chofen by htm was 
during the difcuffion of the long-agiuted queftion, relative 
to the SIMPLE REPEAL of the fixth of Geo. ID. From 
that time to the prefent he has continued the sealous advo- 
cate for a ftrong and energetic government, and the pow- 
erful opponent of every man who attempted to itform, or 
innovate on prefent eftaUiihments. 

When Mr. Scott was appointed Chief Juftice of the 
King's Bench in Ireland, Mr. Fitzgibbon fucceeded him 
as Attorney-general. No man was ever better fitted for 
the office. His firmnefs, his confidence in his own powers, 
and the bold tone with which he hurled defiance at his par- 
liamentary opponents, on every quefii<m conneded with 
legal or conftitutional knowlege, often appalled the minor 
members of oppofitioh, and fometimes kept even their chiefs 
at bay. Thefe qualities, however, did not always coqfti- 
tutca fure defence. The repulfe which on one memorable 
.evening of debate he experienced on the part of the late 
Lord, then Mr. O'Ncil, of Shane's Caftle, whofc manly 

an4 
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snd honeft mind caught fire at the haughty nnd diAatorial 
language with which the attorney-general had dared to 
addrefs him, i$ remembered by thofe who were then con- 
verfant in the politics of the day, and probably will not 
foon be forgotten. 

But though this daring, and, as it is often called, 
overbearing fpirit, did fometimes mifcarry, in general it 
enfured him fuccefs. A remarkable inftance of its efficacy 
occurred at a time when the minds of the peojple were ex* 
tremely agitated by the rejedUng of their petitions for re- 
form, and for protedting duties. At a moment when the 
ferment feemed to have arifen to a very dangerous height, 
an aggregate meeting of all the inhabitants of the metropo- 
lis was, on a requilition of feveral refpefUble perfons, con- 
vened by the high (heriffs of Dublin. The attornej-gCr 
neral was then the moft unpopular man in the country ; 
and the mob had for fome time been in the habits of offer- 
ing perfbnal infult to thofe whom they fuipe£ted of being 
adverfe to their wi(hes. Unawed, however, by thefeclr- 
ciimftances, Mr. F. attended only by one or two friends, 
made his way through the crowd, reached the huftings, 
interrupted a popular orator in the midftof his harangue, 
told the (heriflfs that they had aAed illegally in calling the 
meeting, commanded them to leave the chair, and threat- 
ened them with an information ex officio^ if they prefumed 
to continue in it. He then left the aftonifhed aflembly 
>midft the hifles of the mob \ and the (heriffs infiantly 
difiblved the meeting. 

Hitherto Mr. F. had aCted with an adminifiration 
which.poflefled both the power and the will to reward his 
exertions. When the event of the king's illnefs, in 1789^ 
.tinbioged the Irifh government, he flood in different cir- 

cumftances. 

^ A fnktoAoa withoot the iaterreiitioii of a Gnuid Jary. 
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cumnances. On that occafioiii a majority of the parCa* 
ment} among whom were many of the oldeft fervants'of 
the crown, declared for the right of Ireland, as an ind&> 
pendent country, to choofe its own regent. The Britifh 
cabinet controverted that right, and infifted that the 
regent chofen by the Britifh Parliament ihould be the 
regent for both countries. Mr. F. though no longer fup- 
ported by a majority, remained firm to his EngliQi friends, 
and redded with his wonted boldnefs, not only the voice 
the people, but what was of more immediate concern^ a 
vaft parliamentary majority. The unexpected recovery of 
hisiMajefty, to Mr. F. certainly an happy event, rewarded 
his fuperior wifdom, or his greater forefight ; for on Lord 
LiSbrd's death, he was created a baron, and appointed 
Chancellor : it is alfo not a little memorable, that he is the 
£rft Irifliman who has filled that important ofiice for feme 
years ! 

So far as f efpefls juftice, the country has had no reafon 
to lament his appointment, for his activity and difpatch 
have madechancery-fiiits almoft ceafe to be an inheritance! 
He has banifhed chicane and unneceflary delay firongi his 
court ; and though his decrees may fometimes be blamed 
as premature, the paucity of appeals feems to augur, that 
all complaint on this fcore, is groundlefs. 

Since his elevation to the bench and the peerage^ he 
has had repeated opportunities of difplaying his former 
ipirit, and exprefiing, with even more efiedt than before, 
his deteftation of popular claims, and particularly that i»f 
reform. He has ihewn an equal abhorrence of the catho- 
lic pretentions to ihare in the privileges of the conftito- 
tion. Of their claim to the reprefentative franchife, it is 
known that he was the decided enemy ; and though by 
the paternal regard of his majefty, and the prudence of 
the Britiih cabinet^ the conceffion of that privilege was 

recomipended 
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Tecommended to the Iriffa legifiature, and adopted in con- 
fequence of that recommendationy yet his opinion remained 
unchanged. With refpeft to fiibrequent claims, t he 
Britifh miniftry have paid more attention to his advice. 

His Lordiliip was lately in London, and was reported 
to have left the feals in commiffion, in order to complete 
a plan which at one tkne would have been viewed with 
diflike by both countries, and to which Ireland ftHl appears 
to have an infnperable antipathy. The circtimftancesr 
^hich attended the fignal defeat of that meafure are too 
public and recent to need being detailed in this iketch of 
h» lordlbip's Ufe» 



RICHARD CUMBERLAND, ESC^ 

IS the (on of Dr. Denifoa Cumberlend, late Bifhop of 
Clonfert and Killaloci in Ireland, and great grandfon of 
the learned Englifh divine. Dr. Richard Cumberland^ 
Biihop of Peterborough, autborof atreatife on the Law of 
Nature, Ortgines Gentium ^ &c. By the mother's fide he is 
grandfon of the celebrated critic Dr* Richard Bentley. 

Mr. Cumberland was educated at Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge, where hf took the degree of B. A. By the friend-^ 
ihip of the late Lord Sackville, better known by the titlei 
of Lord George Germaine, he was introduced to the office 
of Trade apd Plantations, where he fucceeded the late Mr. 
Pownal as fecretary, in which poft he continued until tbft 
fuppreffion of that appointment by A<(r« Buike's bill^ vhen 
heretiredon apenfion. ' 

Mr. Cumberland, while a very young man, wrote fome 
verfes on the birth of the Prince of Wales. His firft pub- 

licatioa 
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Ikation was the << BaDiQimenc of Qcero,'' which wasre- 
liifed by Mr. Garrick, but appeared in print hi i76r» 
This (hould have been rather called a dramatic poem thao < 
a tragedy. 

The " Summer's Talc," and the " Brothers" two 
comedies, werehb next productions, but neither of them 
have added much to his reputation. 

In 4771, he was reconciled to Garrick, with whom ho 
bad been on bad terms ever fince the refufal of his tra* 
gedy, and that gentleman brought out his <* Weft Indian** 
in a capiul ftyle. This piece has ftamped Mr. Cumber^ 
land's character as an excellent dramatic writer, and it it 
certainly one of the moft fterling comedies on the Englifh 
ftage. 

He now began to be efteemed one of the*, beft dramatic 
writers of the age, and alfo one of the moft prolific -, for 
next year he produced the ** Fafhionablc Lwcr,** which 
was well received; as was likewife, in 1774, his livdy 
farce called the " Fate of Pandora, or a Trip to Newmar- 
ket." His " Choleric Man," which came forth in 1775^ 
is faid to have fome affinity to Sir Richard Steele's Tender 
Hufband : his ^^ Battle of Haftings," a tragedy^ wis fa^ 
ther badly received. In 1776, he publUhed a thin quarto 
volume of Odes. 

About the year 178^0, he was fent on national bufmels tO 
Madrid, but did not appear there in a public charaden— 
On his return, he publifhed, in 1782, ^< Anecdotes of 
eminent Paiitters in Spain, during the Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth Centuries,'* two volumes, tamo. Next year be 
brought out a tragedy on the ftage, called the « Myftcjri- 
ous Hiift)and," and addreffed a Letter to the Bifliop of 
Landaff refpefiing ecclefiaflical grievances. It contained 
fome wit, and was ably anfwered by an anonymous writer. 

In 
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In 17B5, he bad much buiinefs on his hands : for be pro- 
duced <^ The Carmelite,*' allowed to be the beft tragedy 
he has written.; and alfo a comedy, called the «* Natural 
Sonf." In the courle of the fame year, he ptiblKhed a 
character of his deceafed friend^ I*ord Vifcount Sackvilley 
and the firft edition of the Obferver. Next year a iecond 
edition appeared; and the fubfequent editions have now 
fwdled the work to five volumes. Tbefe eflays abound 
with pleaiing and inftru6iive information, and dilcover ex« 
tenfive reading. 

In 1787, Mr. Cumberland piefei rte d the world wttb 
4^ An accurate defcrrptive Catalogue of the Paintings in 
the King of Spam's Palace at Madrid ;^ foon after this the 
comedy of the ^ Impoftors^" and a novel in two volumes, 
called *' Arundel, made their appeaiance. In the latter he 
i^ accufed, but on very flight foundation, as feemmg to 
palliate adultery and dueling. 

After this, his talents ieem to have lab fellow for Ibme 
years, as he did not produce any thing until 1792, when 
he publiihed bis poem called *^ Calvary, or the Death of 
Chrift." Next feafon he wrote the fongs andchorufes in the 
comic opera of the ^ Armourer." In I794> be produced the 
^Box-lobby ChaHenge," a comedy; and alfo his defervedlj 
efteemed comedy of the ^^ Jew,'' a play written with the laur. 
daUe intentioyu of removing the ftigma which accompanies 
that unhappy and much- perfecute people. His attempt of the 
oext year oSnfifted of the << Wheel of Fortune;" he alib 
prefented the town with another comedyr called << Firft 
liove," and another novels in four Vidumes, called 
" Hcnrj.** 

His 

f Mifs PivicrrKi has lately pttSsn^ed to t&e public another " Na» 
iural Son** beuig a faithful and elegant tranflatioti of |:of zEBUt's fW* 
nxros play of that title, and which has been £0 much admired on tha 
Britilb ftage, tmder the altered title of Lnrerf* ffw, 
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His mufe, which muft be allowed to be a fpirlted onet 
JTeems to know no repofe; for in 1796 he produced *< DajFS. 
of Yore," a drama in three affts; and the next year 
« The Laft of the Family." His laft piece is the comedy 
of ^ Faife Impreffions/' 

When we confider the number, the merit, and the ex- 
quiutenefs of his writings, Mr. Cumberland muft be al* 
lowed to rank high as a dramatic writer* 



SIR ARCHIBALD MACDONALD. 

Sir Archibald Macdonald is the third (on * of 
Macdonald of Slate, in the ifles ; his mother was of the 
houfe of Eglinton. 

Mr. Macdonald was bred to the Englifh bar, but had 
never any great pradice. His bfiunefs confided chiedy in 
Scotch appeals. Yet if not highly fuccefsful in bis profeT- 
fional career, he was at leafl deferving of fuccefs ; and his 
good fortune having at length introduced him to the ac- 
quaintance of the daughter of a noble Marquis, who con- 
fented to their marriage, Mr. Macdonald in confequenceof 
this connexion beheld the higheft honours of the law lie 
open to his view. 

By the intereft of his noble father-in-law, he was ac- 
cordingly appointed, in 1780, a king's counfel and a 
Welch judge ; he had been before brought into parliament 
for Hendon, and at the general ele&ion which occurred 

during 

^ He was a pofthuipQus chil^. 



^rihg the year he put on his filk'%1^, be was returned 
for Newcaille-under line, a borough under die influence of 
Marquis, Aen Lord, SiaJfFord^ 

In parliament^ he oF courfe followed die line bf politics 
l^rAied by the faihily into which he was adopted^ that is^ 
he fupported Lord Norths undl he began to totter. As a 
jparliamentary fpeaker, Mr. Macdonald was eafy, fluenty 
intelligiUe, and concire. 

Lord Stafford, on joining Mr. Pitt, procured for hii fon*^ 
in-iaW the place of Solicitor-general (1784}, and in 1788^ 
en the promotion of Sir Pepper Arden to be Mafter of the 
Rolls^ he was knighted^ and appointed Attorney-general fh 
his room. It is no lefs remarkable than true, that the poC^ 
feffionof thefe two high offices in the law did not brin|^ 
Sir Archibald any confiderable addition of prafiice as a 
counfeL The number of his profecutions were thought to 
ha^e greatiy afFeded the liberty of the prefs. 

However, after a few years longer ftay at the bar, he 
waS' promoted to be Chief Baron of the Exchequer^ having 
pi«vioufly been called to the degree of Sergeant at Law. , 

In confequence of his marriage with Lady Louifii Gower 
he has feveral children^ P* 



MRS. SIDDONS* 

WHEN woman pafles through that thofny padi oF plea« 
fure the ftage, without being drawn aftray by the temptati"' 
Ons which perpetually a(&il the traveller^ our efteem and^ 
«eAeration ought ever to await her. In this age^ d^jjeneiik 
rate as it is, we have had the pleafure of feeing miukyft^ 
males fupporting uAfuUied charaSers in tfaeatricidjifet and 
lm6ng them this lady certainly cahns pre-eminence ftofli 
her (plendid powers, joined ta air uAfpotted fiUne* 
' Mifs KemUe (for this was her maiden name) wis dM 
eldeft daugfatisr of die manager of tn Moeftm compatiy-of 

T comMua 



comodians, and oiade Iyer iirft efiay as a fingtr^ but 
abandoned that line and attempted tragedy. Early in li& 
ihc conceived a paffion for Mr. Siddbos, in wkich not Ml^ 
indulged by faer fnrents, (he quitted the fiage> suid. hiredi 
berfelf as lady's maid in the family of Mrp. Qroadmdt «( 
Guy's-cKiF, near Warwick, where fte resiaiqfd about « 
year; and then relUving'to unite herfelf with the swi of 
her aSeSions, {be was married to Mr. SkMonsy and feen 
alier joined a ftrolling company ef no* great rqpufsttklQi*- 
Both (he and her fa«lhand had, however^ the go^i fertuae 
to be engaged by Mr. Younger to perfem H. irivcfpeoly 
SiFmingfaafTiy &c.; with him flie remained a few ycB|ff% 
and acquiied both profit and repiitatioo> which IsvMr f ro^ 
cured her an engagement at Drury-Iane hotffct wfaere fter 
peFfbriHod fach parts as Mrs. Strickland* Mrs. Epjce^e^ 
and the Queen in Richard the Third. She was., however, 
conddered merely ^ a fecondnrate adrefe ; andbeif^nqfer- 
Sunatdy placed in an after-piece written by the editor 0f a 
IM^wTpaper^ which had the UKlack to be damned, the iqar^ 
rilous author feft no- opportunity of injuring hrt repprtaliiapii 
and &c quitted the London hoards for a ttme^ to rettm 
to them afterwards with increafed luftre. 

At Bath, whither (he repaired, flie was obfervcd to im^ 
prove rapidly, aad is feid to have been xtfeMHj affifted by 
the lefTons of Mr. t'ratt) then a bookfeller in diat city.—* 
There ibe attracted the notice of the audience^ and had 
the good fortune to be patroniied by the Duchefs of De- 
yonihiFe, who procitred ber another engaigement at Drury- 
lane. Before flie quitted Baxh, (be Q)qk^ a faiFeweU addrefsy 
lyhich' ihe herfetf had written, and which £he delivered 
witf^.ber'uAial excellence. 
She Boadie her fecond appearance at Drury-tane* oq tiie. 
^ ipth Oaober ly^a, in the cfaarader of «U(abtUa>'' aiCid 
a(loni(hed'.the koufe with fu^cb a difplay of povtiSi as -th^ 
bad f^ldom witnafied before. Her fame was (bem iprfad 
aihr^) aad the ^eatre overflowed every niglft i the "Cafl^ 
for tfage4y returned 5 and Ae manager, whofc *** Critic** 

. feeffls 



MUS. SIDDONS. ^75 

feems to have been exprefsly written to drive Melpomene 
Trom the ftage, received " golden favours'* from her vo- 
taries. Far horn proving ungrateful, he generoufly gave 
Mrs. Siddons ao extra-benefit, and increaied her falary. 
Her good fuccefs was the means of introducing lier filler, 
M'lts F. Eeniblei on the fame ftage ; and (he performed 
*•* Jane Shore," while her near relative played *« Alicia,'* v 
on t^er firft appearance. The latter, however, not attoge- 
tfaer Jutfitiog the expefiations of the public, honouraMy 
withdrew, in confequencc of a marriage with Mr. Twifs, 
a literary gentleman, and a well-known traveller. 

Mrs. Siddons's ^y/r.>benefit was given her before 
Chriflmas ; flie then appeared in ** Belvidera," and gaio>- 
ed firefli laurels, and an enormoos receipt. The two coun- 
fellors Pigot snd Fielding were fo highly delighted, that 
they colldited a fubfcrjption among the gentlemen of the 
bar, of one hundred guineas, and prefentcd them to her, 
accompanied with a polite letter, as a token of their efleem. 
This was an honour which, we believe, has not been con- 
ferred on any a£tor or a6lrefs fince the time when Booth 
gave fuch general Fatisfa^tion in the charaAer of << Gato." 

Tn the fummer, this great and amiable aArefs went to 
Dublin, the inhabitants of which were equally aftoni(hed 
at her powers. On her retmrn for the winter ( 1 783-4), 
&e perforsied, for the firft time, ** by command of their 
Majefties." During the fucceeding fummer, fhe took a 
fecond trip to Ireland, and aifo vidted Edinburgh, in both 
of which pkces, (he not only received great Claries, but 
very confiderabie prefents from unknown hands, particu- 
farlf a fiber urn which w«5 fent after her to London, on 
which were engraved tbefe words, *^ A reward to merits 

En^y and malice, as ufual, purfued merit ; and to thefb 
alone we can attribute the attack made on her in a newf* 
t»per, refpcEHng her treatment of an unhappy fitter, &c. 
^Hieie reports had, however, fiidi an effcA on the town, 
that on her firft appearance on the ftage in 1784* ihe was 
faluted with the cry of " of! sffT Her friends at length 
obtained her a hearing; and her hufband and brother, by 
means of uncommon exertions, fucceeded in refutmg the 
cakiiniiie& to which fihe had been expofed. She was ac- 
-cordioglir reftored to public favour. Although ihe had 
conduced herfelf during this conteft with great compo- 
fure, yet it made fuch an impreffion Qn her mind, that 
fhe determined to retire to Wales with the few thousands 
fte.faadthcki fmtd\ bus the perfuafiooa of her friends. 
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and a confideratlon of t&e welfare of her bmlljg madt 
her alter this refolution. 

Their Majefties about this time paid her much attentN 
on. Her talent in reciting dramatic works had htdtt 
highly Tpoken of» which reaching the* ears of ihe royal 
iamily, (he was frequently invited to BuckiDgham-houfo, 
and Windfofy where (be and her brother often reeited plays. 

As fbme retaliation, on account of her heMth, had now 
become neceflary^ f^e quitted Drury-lane for a time» and 
performed at Weyinoutb, Plymouth, Liverpooly &c; with 
additional reputation. She alfo viiked feveral of her no(- 
bl6 patrons, among whom Lof d and Lady Ha^comt ftood 
confpicaot:ts. By ofteans Of thefe friends and aecoihpli(h< 
DQents (he has acquired a very good fbrtunci has aconfi- 
derable (hare or at leaft a mortgage on Drury-lane thea^ 
tre, and is bleSed with a family tbsDt pomi£» to be hdr 
eomfb'rt in old 2ffr. 

We lament exceedingly, tlie recent deattt of her beauUk. 
ful and accomplifhed daughter, and moft fincerely condole 
4vith a mother, whofe exquifite fenfibility muft have beei; 
agonifed by fo tmhappy an e^ent, 

feature h^ beffowed on lilrs. Siddons a majeftvc perfofd^ 
a (iriking counienance, and a fine voice ^ the judgment 
with which (be modftjiates the la({ of thefc, has never 
been excelled, perhaps never rivalled, by any other affarefii^ 
The ffexibiUty of her features, the exprelEon of het eye% 
and the grace of her deportment, have feldom been equal" 
led. She poiTefies the whole art erf fpeakin^ for whieb 
the late Mrs. Yates was fo juftly famed, combined witb 
the impaffioned fi^U of playing, of Mrs. Craa£>rdy while 
in her meridian. 

She has lately had an engagement with the Ehrury-'laDer 
managers, at a certain ftim for each night's perfinrmance^ 
by which means (he avoids injuring her health by the coH' 
ftant repetition of theatrical exertions. 

Mts. Siddons rciSdes in Great Marlborougli^ftreet, aod 



is i;y[^w^d9pf fifty years of agt^. In private life fhc is regard^t 
ed as an economifi;^ but as a truly amiable and exemplary 
vife and (cnodier. 



DCXrrOR JOHN DOUjGI^S, 

BISHOjr IPP SALISBURY. 

. THIS prelate^ ^mho is a native of Scotland, has been 
long celebrated 'bot^ H| th« clerical and literary world. 
He was edvorted -^t -Cfarift-cjuirchy Oxford, of which col^ 
lege he was a fiqdent in }j%% and having taken orders^ 
fettled in Shroplhire. During his refidence there, he pubn 
ljflie4 f/l|iItoq vindics(ted'^ (174S); a work in which, 
wifh tmcomibGii acntoiefs, he detefted the grofs forgery 
ioFt^^uder, who witfi equal impudience and ingenuity had 
fteprefented Mihoa as a plagjarift* 

He next «nl<ered the iifts with George Ffalmanazar, 
mi Archibald Bower $ the former of whom pretended ta; 
He a native of Formofa, and the latter a commiffioner ^ 
the holy inqolGtlon at Macerata. 
'Thefefucceffive exertions of critical abilities introducr 
e4 bim to. public notice, and procured him many firiends.} 
he afterwards publiSied, in 1754, <^ Criterion/' an an^- 
fwer to Dlvid Hnnie t^n miracles^ His firft work had 
riBcommended him to the learned, the laft to the idigi* 
a^fi world; and about the year 1760, he began to reap 
the benefit they entitled him to, for he was then appoint- 
ed one of the 1(ing*s pbaplains ; in 1 762 he was nominated 
one of the canons of Windfor, and foon after prefented to. 
the united livings of St. Auftin and St. Faith, in JLondon^ 
Among *thVmany friends Dr. Douglas had made, was 
thf hte Lord Bath, who bequeathed him his libr^. 
But Gen;^ Pi^lte^cy^ b^ing unwilltbg to part with it out 

of 
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of the famil^Tf paid him the full valuCj and on hfs dVaCb| 
about three years after, left it once more to him. Prom 
Windfori our diTine was, in 1776, removed to be a canon 
of St. Paul's ; and after poflTcfling that canonry about 
t^elye years> he was, in 178S, advanced to the Et^nry of 
Windfor. 

In thefe fituattons, the Doflor not only enlarged his 
circle of friends among the great, but was introdneed to 
the notice of the king and queen, and acquired a confi* 
derable degree of royal favour. He was next raifed to 
the epifcopal bench, on the death of Dr. Law, BiQipp of 
Carlifle, and on the tranflation of Dr. Barringtonto Dur- 
ham, in Y79i> be was tranilated to Salifbury -, by the 
po^cBbn of which fee^ he has become chanceUor of the. 
order of the garter. 

The epifcopal chara£ler of Dr. Douglas is a fatge^ of 
univerfal admiration, while benevolence and candour di- 
ilinguifh him in private life. Regular in the difcharge 
of the duties of his high ftation, he commands t^e love 
and refpedl of his diocefe. In fhort, as a (Hgnified dergy-i 
nun and Scholar, a gentleman and a chriftian, he is equaU 
ly refpe£ted and admired. 

When the fhips fent out on difcovery under Captain 
Cook returned, Do£lor Douglas was appointed to infyt& 
and arrange the journals; and the admirable introdu^oa 
prefixed to that work is the offspring of his pen. 

The dodor was a member of the Literary Club in Eflex-^. 
ftreet> inftituted by Dr. Johnfon, Murphy, &c. 

Z. 



SIR JOHN SCOtT, 

BIS majesty's ATTORNET-qiM^RAL. 

IT has been remarkedji of late years, that in canfe* 
quence of the mode now in vogue, of beftowing the fin 

voura 



"vmrt '•Igp/feptmAtf the bsr is tbfc only line in which n 
nan taa rifii,b]r merit alone to the firft bonounof hit 
proClffioA ; kit M bdieve even here feme graibs of a1- 
lolnweexMft iofe made } far the fiib^ of out prdfent fco** 
quiriesy although pofleiTed of great merit, would nerer 
have ecaohod the fiation be non^ occupies^ without powbr- 
fill patfonftge. 

Sir Jdm Scott is the fim of a ^ tradefoian of nO grcst- 
QtMdencc^ at Newcaftk-Opo^Tyne. His dder brother. 
Sir William Scott, who was brod to the praAiofcofthe 
dfril iair, was formeriy advocate-general, and i« now judge 
oTtbe Admiralty emit. John waA admitted a ftudent of 
the Middle Temple, in Hflarytrrm, 177a, and after pay*, 
iogike moft affidnoos attention to his fladies, was called 
to tlia bar at Ae «fiiat period. 

ihat gomg batrift^ wa# Irooblcd with what km geia- 
tltmen of the pfofeffion have occafion to comj^lain of-^-a 
fCOfftain timidity of charader, which made him fhun the 
eomts as a pleader for a eonrfiderabie time, abd empkqr 
himfaif diisfty m the bufinefs of a draugbtibuui in ehan^ 
ce#yt in whidi he was allowed to be able, and had great • 
praffioe. He fooOd, however, that this branch of the 
laOfd B oa wai equally injurous to his health and advance* 
meiftt in lift^ and be at length determined to roo<fe him^ 
ffif flwm diat i|iecies of torpor to which be was natwfltljr 



ifeatsbrdingly betook himfelf to a mere public and. 
aAivolil^^ and in a ftort time erinced that ht wjis apt 
and ingtnaaii at reply. 

Sir JMm was bbt long at the bar, beforis he attrafted 
the notice of the late chancellorf) and as he always avoids 
ed oppofitioft to th^ bench, received great countenance in 
Us pra£licc: it is even faid that tfat chancellor one daj^- 
Mok Urn afidfe irftcr the bufinefs of tlie ^owt was ovtr^ 

•fltf fs^w wis whtllfthm tffflKd a i«tft/aiMr, 
t Lord Thurlow, 
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cmnplimented him on his merit, and oSeredhiOk the ptMK' 
of one of the matters in chancery then vacant. Thn he 
politely declined ; and he had the fatis{a£Uon to find tfaae 
he had aAed right, as his bufioefs continued to mcreafv 
rapidly. 

About the year 17839 he obtained a patent of prece-^ 
dency, which entitled him to all the honoucs of a kinj^a' 
counfel, and freed him firom certain difadvantages atten- 
dant on that ftation. He had juft before been tntroduced' 
into parliament through the intereft of his friend, Lord 
Thurlovr, with Lord Weymouth, who feated for ibe 
Borough of Weobly . Mr. Scott was faid to have ftnick a ' 
bargain with his right honourable patorn, when he accept)-^ 
ed tbb fituatioo, whicht if true, was much to&is honour: 
viz. <* that he ihould be at liberty to vote as he pkafisd.*^ 
He might, however, have fpared himfelf Ihb trouble, for 
asfoon as he got into the houfe, he afled decidedly wirk 
the Pitt party, and in the debate on Mr. Fox's India bill 
placed himfelf in oppofition to the late Mr. Lee, then at^ 
torney-general. Although in this attempt he did not ac- 
quire much importance as a parliamentary fpeaker, yet he 
gained every thing he could wi(h for, by his conneziim 
with thofe whofe caufe he efpoufed \ fer they took the 
fir ft opportunity to promote him. Accordingly^ is 1788^ 
he was advanced to be folici tor-general, in the room of Str- 
Archibald, then Mr. Macdonald, promoted to be atfomejs 
general. When thefe two were prefented to the kidg, 
the attorney- general received the honour of knqjhfhood. 
The officer in waiting was then ordered to bring up Mu 
Scott, when the latter begged leave to decline i but the 
king, vfh, knows thi real value of thefe things better thab 
any other man, perhaps in his dominions, replied, 
<< pho, pho, nonfenie! I will ferve them both alike.**- 
Thus Mr. Scott gained honours unafloed, and eveni agaki& 
bis wiU« 

Ip the huJSQC& of the regency, Sir John was #ud to be 
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the mail Tihoft legal talents formed the bafis of the miiifC* 
ter's plan of conduct. 

In 1^3 he was made Attorney-general ; and while in 
this poft, he has profecuted, perhaps, more men for libels,| 
than ever fell to the lot of any two of his predeceflbrs ! 

' The part he took during the ftate trials at the Old 
Bailey ^^ill never be forgotten ; for after a wonderful dif- 
play of candour, he laboured through a fpeech of nine 
hours to conviA a man of a crime of which the length of 
bis own oration abne was a ftrong prefumptive proof of 
intiocence. 

He now (lands as the mod likely candidate for the / 
feals; and ihould any thing happen to remove the 
prefent Cbaocellor, during Mr. Pitt's contmuance in pow- 
er, he will, in all probabilltyi fucceed him« 



DUKE OF NORFOLK. 

Chakles Howard, £fq. of Grayftock, In Cumber^ 
hind, a collateral branch of that noble family, fucceeded 
to the title of Norfolk in 1777, on the death of Edward^ 
the ninth duke i and his fon, the prefent Duke, then 
afliimed the appellation of Earl of Surrey. 

In 1767, while Mr, Howard, he married a Mifs Mary 
Ann Coppinger, of Ballyvolaue, in Ireland, who died foon 
after, in childbed, and, in 177I1 he received the hand of 
Mifs Frances Scudamore, daughter of C. F. Scudamore, 
£fq. of HomeLacey, in Herefordfbire, by the repudiated 
Dttchefs of Beaufort, with whom he got a large fortune ; 
but by neither of them has he any children. This lad la- 
dy, indeed, has been in a very melancholy date of mind 
for many years, and lives retired at one of his Grace's feats. 
The Puchefi is celebrated for the fmart repulfe (he is faid 
to have given the amorous Duke of Queenibury a few 
years fince. 

Soma 



2Sr DURE OF NOMOLK. 

Some time previoaflj to his acquifition oF tli6 fide. 
Lord Surrey had renounced the errort of the Romiflbl 
church, in which he had been bred, and was of coaiiedU 
gible to fit in either honfe of pariiament. Accordioglfy 
at the general eleAion in 1780, he was returned for Cafw 
lifle, in oppofition to the intereft of Sir James Lowther. 
As foon as his lordfliip took hit feat, he joined the party 
or oppofition, and with it laboured to ftem th0 torrent 
arifing from the encreafing influence of the crown, iMtH 
the complete defeat of the minifter, in 1782. It it well 
known that the North adminiftration having chog faft 
to their places, Lord Surrey gave notice in the Houfil-of 
Commons of a motion which would effefhially reooovt 
them *, but the premier anticipated the difgrace, by de- 
claring " that he was no longer minifter.*' 

In the change which foon after took place, his lordfliip 
was appointed Lord-lieutenant of the weft riding of the 
county of York, and under the coalition miniftry he was 
nominated a lord of the treafury. 

When the Shelbume miniftry came in, Lord Surrey Op- 
pofed them, and joined the coalition ; and whta that pirty 
was driven from power, he ftill efpoufcd their caoie. 

He now became a member of the fociety for coilftittt-^ 
tional information, took an adive part in the bofinefii of 
parliamentary reform, and attended public meetings when 
that queftion was brought forward } on this account he 
has been charged with inconfiftency, as he is known to be 
as deeply concerned in the traffic in horwghs as any noM^ 
man of this age ; but he has always (blemnly afliirtd hie 
friends, that he is ready to facrifice every fpecies of influ* 
ence of that kind, and fupport a meliorated fyfteai, whieh 
he holds to be eflentially neceffary for the prefenratiett of 
the conftitution. 

On the death of his &ther he fucceeded to hia dde aod 
feat in the Houfe of Lords, and there, as beCnre^ haa ttiu^ 
fbrmly fupported the popular cau(e* 

Hi& 
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His friendflxip for Mr. Fox has ever been fteady and 
invpriable, and to this alone may be attributed his late 
difmiffion. At a late annual meeting, to commemorate 
the rcttim of his friend for the city of Wcttminfter, the 
Duke is laid to have given the old Whig toaft of " Oar 
Sovereign, the Majefty of the Peopic.** In th^ memory 
of fome of the youngeff men now living) this has been 
repeatedly drimk without ofience ; and why any exception' 
ihould at prefent be taken at it, remains to be explained.' 
The faft, however, is, that the Duke of Norfolk was dif- 
miflcd from his lord lieutenancy, and from the command 
of a regiment wfvich he had trained with the utmoft care, 
while he had alfo generoufly refigned the emoluments de- 
rived from it| to increafe the comforts of his favourite 

Report has whifpered that his grace was greatly aScAed 
bf thefe marks of royal difpleafure ; but ho furely could 
not be hurt by the lofs of nominal influence ordifiiodion^ 
although it may readily be fuppofed, that to be torn from 
a fet of meo with whom he had lived in the habits of 
friendflup for many years, would undoubtedly give him 
pain. But, if any thing could tend to produce additional 
chagrin, it muft be to fee a man with whom he had been 
is the habits of aAing with cordiality for fo many years, 
plamiog himfclf in his fpoils^ and (looping to a minifter 
virhofe conduA he had reprobated* 

The doke, dsz ben tdvant, is furrounded by thofe who 
a?e capable of keeping << the table m a roar," and his hof- 
pHalUies at Home-Lacey are in the firft ftyle of magni£!^ 
cence. 

As an orator, he poflefies an eafy delivery, and evinces a 
mafcalineundecftaading; but he never attempts any of 
thofe rhetorical flouri^ft which captivate the ear, without 
laying hold of the nnderftanding. 

Bk gP2i€^ haa htca known to perform many generous 
afiMMM. He kept the place of fecretary to the Earl Mar- 

ihal 
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ihal vacant for a confiderable time after the death of poor 
Brooks, until, as he iaid, he could find fome one worthy 
to fill it, although earneftly folicited by oianjr for the ap* 
pointment. Mr. Dallaway having publiflied his ingenioos 
hook on the fcience of heraldry, the Duke direAly beftow- 
ed the ofiice on hina, unaiked. 

His father had about him when he died a great num- 
ber of perfonsof the catholic perfuafion, who, cm thebfi 
of their {^tron, concluded they would be difmifled by. his 
proteftant fucceflbr ; but be generoufly directed that their 
Aipends and allowances ihould be paid them^ as in the 
lifetime of his pr<dece0br. 



JOSEPH TOWERS, L. L. D, 

THIS gentleman has diftinguifhed hunfclf in theanoth 
of patriotifm, in the republic of lettersi ami In the pdpit 
of the difienters : he was not, however^ fntebded fbr ar 
<Hvine -, Dr. Towo-s, like his great precurfor and friend. 
Dr. Frankliui having been originally bred a printer. 

At a very early period of his life, from a. fincere convic- 
tion, obtained by f^/uf/;i^-«that great bane of aH tyraimyt 
civil and ecclefiaflical ! — he became firmly attached to tfatt 
principles of liberty, both in refpedt to church and ftate'i 
and no man has been more zealous in behalfof the fttedom 
of his country, and of mankind. This favourite idea hM, 
indeed, been always warmly cherifhed by the fe£fauries in 
geperal, and they muftbe allowed to have fanned thelacred 
flame, and kept it alive in the nation, during the mdft 
alarming and critical periods. . ' 

After his call to the miniftry. Dr. T. was choi^ paftor 
of the congregation of proteftant difientersr at Highgate; 
this occurred in 1774; and in 1778 he was noiminated 
morning-preacher to the difienters at Newington-grcen. 
l^ the latter of thefe officers he fuccee^ed the worthyi 
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piouS) and amiable Dr. Price, who had been appointed to 
thcf coHgtegatioti at Hackney. He continoed, however^ 
to ^fficisttcrat Newington*gfeenj m the afternoon, for Come 
yeari ; and his coUegue add himfelf feemed perfeOly agre- - 
ed relative to all the leading points in politics and religion. 

On the 4th of November, 1788, being the completi- 
on of a centbry from the revolution, that event was cele- 
brated with great folemnity ; and the doctor, at the re- 
queft of a oMnmittee, defivered what may be termed a 
ciMicfermon on the occafion, which was liftened to with 
great attemion, and printed afterwards at the requeft of 
the ftewards. 

While the Society for Conftkutional Information flou- 
rifhed, the name of Dr. Jofc{A Towers ftood confpicu- 
ons among the moft aftive of its members. He had been 
ballotted for in 1782, and contintied to a£t with it until 
I7jm, when the books and papers were feized by order of 
government, and the fecretary taken into cuftody. On 
the 13th of June, of the fame year, the do£ior received 
im order to attend tht Privy ConncB on the day following, 
which he accordingly obeyed; and was examined relative 
to the proceedings of a club which boafted of the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Duke of Richmond, the Earls of ££5[ngham 
and Derby, Sir William Jones, Mr. Sheridan, Drs. Price, 
KippK John Jebb^ Mr. Erikine, &c. &e. among its aflbci- 
atet. On this occafion. Dr. T. although vifibly deprefled 
by the yellow^jaundice, evinced great firmnefs, and liras 
difmifled without being obliged to give b^l, at the volun- 
tary interceffion of a dignified clergyman then fitting as 2^ 
member of the board, and who is fuppofed to have been 
the prefent Archbtfhop of Canterbury. 

On the eftablifhment of the fociety called «< The 
Friends of the People,'' he was alfo voted a member.* 

The 

• Thif ibciety was fovnded in the year >79%« under the name of «*Tho 
3ocie^[ of the Friends of the Peopicj aiTociatcd for the purpofe of obtain* 
iDf a ralSameatarr Refom.'* 

This 
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The life of this geotlecnan prelents few other menora- 
ble events, his literary labours excepted, which eviace a 
leries of ftudy and toil, (eldom to be met with, even in 
thofe who have dedicated their whole time to letters alone. 

His principal works are the following : 

t. In X763, **A Review of the genuine DoArines of Chiinianitjf-, &c*' 
9«». 'wkh the niiDc aBoexed. 

a. Id 1764, an anonymous ^ Enquiry into the Qneflion, Whetho' Ju- 
liet ate, or are not. Judges of Law as well as of Fa^t; with • pntraar 
Kcfeieoce to Ac Caie of iibetk" In this Dr. Toweu too^ tbc conititB- 
tional and affirmative fide of the queftion, not only in relpeA to libek, 
itthmii cafn mb^U^eri this doariae vnuahly fopported hydw Ute Lord 
Caoodcn {o far as concerns the foim«r, and has alfo received the fiinAioa 
«f the kgiflature in a UH, but too Kttle attended to by dther 3a4gei ^ 
juiies. 

3. He is the author of the firft feven volumes of *< BritKh Biography;** 
the irft vohnm af whach vrai pohViibed ia 17S6. 

4. between 6fKy and (ixiy articki in the new edition of the Bieg^. fiii^ 
tain, wHh the letter T. annexed. 

5. In 1773« ** An £xaaiUutioB iBto Sir ^. Jhlrymplc^a fiaadaloni Au 
tack on the Memory of Sydney and RurTel.** 

h: In 1 774, «* A Letter to Dr. Jahii£>o, occafiontd by hisrebent polki- 
cal Publications." &ee Bofweirs Life of Jobnfon, vol. 11. p. 200, 201, 
and tot. 

V. In- 17S6, » An Eilay on the Life and WritinM^f Dr. Jokaiba.*' 

8. In 178S, Memoirs of the Life and Reign of Frederick lU. tln^ of 
Pridfia. (A (econd biltioa has ben fince pubiHhcd.) 

9. *» OhTervationson Mr Hume'a Hidory of Ei^land.'* 

And 10. An Oration dcKvered at tfae London Tavem, on the 4th of 
Noveovbor, i7SS« «a occafioo of the conmeiBoration of tlu &evotello9, 
and the completion of a century from that great event :— 



T(us inAitntion is rappoftfd to have excited confiderable alirm In tike 
admiaifVafliun ; for, io the advertisement AOtifyiag iti mifteMqr, a lift 
was pnbliltied of the firft hundred aflbchitors, among which were no lefs 
then forty xnembcn of padsamcBt, via. the Earl of Laadandali^ Mr.OMf, 
Mr. Whitbready Mr. Francis, Mr. Tiesney, Mr. Erikine, M^ ShericfaUB, 
*c. &c. 

This ibciety pahttihod a very accorate accoont of tba ftate af the n> 
prefentation of England and Wales, the fubftance of whi^rh was afterwards 
formed into a peticaoB, and ppefeAted to the Houieof OommoM by Mr. 
Grey, on the 6ih of M;^y, 1 793. In this petition it was jaflertod* wiih 
vhat truth we pretend not to determine, that eighty-four individnah M, 
by the k owa immeduute authority, icnd One handptd tfwl fiftficvvn 
members to parliament ; and that, bciides thcfe, one hundred and fifty- 
more, making in the whole tbpee hnndrod and leren, wei« letwffilco 
that hcuf't, not by the coUe£live voice of thofe whom they appeared Io re- 
prefent, but by the recommendation of Tcventy powerful individuats: (b 
that the total a amber of patrons was one hundred and fif^^ta* w^o 
returned a decided majority. Thefe (latements, the ibdety obferved in 
their pet itk>n, which was entered on the journals, they were ready to 
prove at the bar. 



After rfmarkiog, tb«t groit nqd iotereftiag events^ la- 
volviog the bappincfi of nations^ have always been cele- 
brated by mafikind, fae recurs to the importaiit e|Kicb, 
whtcfa placed William III. on the throne of the Stcirarts : 

,««i5if this ii»t«[re, apd of this tcn(l«nqy ,'• fays he, •* is the ereirt which 
^ft are lhi& day affcwblcd to cQnunemoraTe. It is an event, -vvhich inaft 
■loathe iTgmcd a* one of the moi( important recorded in the firitifli ao- 
ibUs. H j»«a CTfiAt, which, at the period wheh it happened, jaftfy ezcit- 
^ theattcotkin of furrocin4in£ nations. It is an event, which friQ erer 
rffl«A iMowr opon our anceuors, and the remeoibrance of whteh fiieutd, 
at Jkft tim^h sscite i« their defcendanu an ardent zeal fbr the Bberties 
9f (Ivcir covQU^, and for the i-ights of boman nature. 

*■ TUat KhjCA «U the v^orts of re^ral tyranny were employed to over- 
tax thfiibciPliei of Buglanda they mould have been ftitl more folly e(b- 
hliOicd a^ th<t R^votuTioxi i ti»t. Hi confeqnence of that mod important 
f^vrnt, ihif CKMUtry ihould now have enjoyed an h]|gh de^ee of Uberty, 
civil and religious, for an entire century ; — is a juft fobjcA of national 
exultation, and of gratitude to the fupreme Ruler of the Univerie^ frmii 
nvhoyfe p>ovidcnti9l|dirpeafiitioB« Great Britain has derived fuch itgnal and 
fuch invaluable 61efings. 

^M 4s BniQ*^ tbch^«ft bon^ifs of this covotfry, that itf inhabitants 
haxc been diftinguifbed, inalmoft every period of their hiftory, by thehr 
fttn, «MNiIy, «ad intivpid oppotebn !• the encrfliachiQCBtii -of tyraapy. 
Q^ a jrariety of ofcafioiu have our ancedoirs nobly aflerted their rights as 
men, and as citizens, tn the fenate, and in the«eld, theytevea^icUed 
theaKtEclw9l^t)rnwM»a^ai«iMaintdtbe ho«AU(, the dignity, aad the 
liberties of their country. Many efforts have been made by the polfef- 
ibrs of power to overturn thefe lib«rtici ; and, at tiK |>e?M>4 previaiis to 
t)v jHew^iUioQ* fych was tKe dcfpotifai of the meafores adopted by 
the then reignlne prince, that. If they had been tamely fiibmitted to by 
the fcvvk, tin tiWf^s vf JSnlaod nwvld hare had no lon^r an e^;- 
ift^nQC." 

It is thus that he mentions the wrongs that led to^ an^d 
the patriofcj^ «!liGr diAioguiflied themielves during, that aad a 
former period. 

**^ To -enter into a particular enumeration of the fa£ls that preceded 
vnd that attended the Revolution, would take up more time than would 
be fuitable to the nature of fuch a meeting as the prefent. I (hall, there- 
fifttf,- here Qal^f-obferye, that when the .illegal, the unconftitutional, and 
tJH; twra»9^ adminlftratipn at king }amet the Seeond, had rendOfcd h 
iwcmjcy that all who had any attadtntent ta the libeitkf «f their -coott- 
tqr^'fr t« thit Pi30te(laot religioiu, ihouMmakca firm and united Hand 
I^^Q^JiUflQ.; when he aDbmed a power of fnipentSing tike laws, and af 
taJdE^sEuU.qn ijhe confHtution;— an illnfhiotts band of patriots eroTe, w4io 
prcji^Uftf i^^VidLtTTioN, and who adopted thoie meafiires that at 
Ic9gU)^ btP^^ ill tft a, glptioQs completion. Among the principal prama- 
ffiSj^af ihc iUvQWi<>o, we may parttoilarly enomenrte the Sir hi of D«. 
▼tMhte^ SSusrwIbury, ai^d Danby, Lord IHhiotr {t), Loitd Lnndey, 

Adnir&l 

(i).HenryS5oth, Lord Dekmtr, afterwasds oxated Earl of \¥!irrin». 
40D4 was a nobleman of amiablc*and irreproachahle charafi^f, wholrfaid 

to 
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Admiral Herbert, Admiral Raflel, Henry Compton,- Bifliop of Lofidod^ 
auid Henry Sydney, brother to the ilLuftrious Algernon. 

** Of charaAns of this kind oar country has happily proda^d too mi- 
ny to be now diftind^ly enumerated : but it cannot be improper on this oc- 
cafion to mention the names of John Hampden, whooppofed the unjoft 
claims bf regal tyranny in the famoai cafe of Ship-money, and who nobly 
fell in the caufe of his country in Cbalgrave-field; of the virtuous, the 
amiable* the patriotic Lord Kussel; of the high fpirited and illuftrious 
Algbrnoh Sydney, whofe admirable writings in the caufc of freedom 
brought him to the fcafibld; and of John Locke, who has explaindd 
the true nature of civil government, and eflabliflied the righu of men oft 
the moft unqueftionable principles. And among the diftinffuilbed votaries 
of liberty in this coimtry, our great and illuftrious bard, the AibUmt 
Milton, fliould not be forgotten. Even the fplendour of his geniils 
has not fecured him from the mofl virulent attacks from the partisans and 
advocates of defpotic power; and his zeal in fupport of the great r%hcs 
of mankind, (hould, therefore, the mote endear his memory to thole who 
are aQuated by the iame generous principles. He is jumy ebtitled to 
our veneration for the ardour of his patriotifm, as well as for that eleva- 
tion of genius, which, enabled him to reflet fo much honour on his coun- 
try by bis immortal writings. 

The various publications of Dr. Towers, the bcd^nefii 
of his principles, his unabated zeal, and the fide he had ta« 
ken during the American conteft, all tended to render him 
conipicuous. The DoAor was admitted, in 1779, to the 
academical honours of the univerfity of Edinburgh, having 
received the degree of L L. D. 

Several of Dr. Towers* trads, &c. have been lately rt^^ 
publi(hed in three vols. 8vo. with an admirable portrait of 
the author prefixed, an outline fketch of which is given in 
our frontifpiece. 

He is a widower, and has a fon, .who is librarian of Dt, 
Williams's library, in Red Crofs-ftrect. i 

LORD 



toliave been one of the original proje£\ors of the Revolution, and who 
was one of the firft that appeared in arms in its ^pport, after the landli/g 
of the prince of Orange. But he uas not perfe^y iatisfied with the 
manner in which fome poinU were adjuAed at the Revolution. He ^ 
pears to have wilhed for more retrenchments of the regal prerogative, aira 
to have thought, that the liberty of the fubjeA was not (bfficitntly fecured 
and afcertained even under the new fettlement. Mr. Granger iays of 
him, in his Biographical Hiftory of England, that *< he was a nan of % 
'* generoiis and noblfr nature, which difdained, upon ^y terms, tp filtK 
** mitto fervitude ; and whofe paflions feemed to centre in thcrlovcrdf d4ii 
*« and religious liberty," In Lord Delamer's •« Advice to his Children,'' 
printed in nis works, he Ays, ** There never yet was any good nMui, wh» 
** had not an ardent teal for his country.* 
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Lord THufijLow. 

t>^ all die learned profeJIions as they are ufually calledi 
that, of the law is the moff propitious^ in this country at 
lealt, to fuch as poflefs talents^ but are deftitute of fortune. 
It affords a greater variety of opportunities for a youh^ 
man to bring both his natural and acquired parts into a con- 
i^icuous point of view^ and confequently to tUri^ them to an 
advantageous account^ than any other ; and virhere (lierling 
abilities are luiited v^ith induflry and application, the chance 
of fiiccefs is highly flattering^ In fupportof this afl^ertion, 
one might refer with great confidence to the catalogue of 
eminent perfons, who have filled the firfl: legal departments 
of this kingdom for centuries paft : the court calendar^ and 
the peerage of the prefent day^ will furnifli proofs ftill more 
decifive. 

Edward^ Lord Thurlow, was bom> A. &. 1735, at 
Afhfield, an obfcurc village in the coUnty of Suffolk, of 
Which his father, the ♦ reverend Thomas Thurlow (who 
died in 1762), was vicar, and whence he himfelf derives 
fais barony* The family, like moft others who bear the 
iame name wi^ a great man of former times, is faid to be 
defcended from the celebrated Thurloe, the feeretarv of 
Oliver Gromwell ; but if fo, the heralds have omitted the 
circumflrance, for it is not mentioned in the peerage^. 

The fiibjeft of the prefent iketch, after receiving a to- 
lerable education from his father, who b faid, perhaps un« 
jufily, to have attended to the learning mIj of his chil* 

U dren 

* He marritd fitliabith Smith, of AAfieU, by whom he had iflue. 

1. Thopr^icfit 1:4014. 

2. Thomas, who died Bifliop of Durham, May 17, 1701, aged 56 ; and^ 

3. John, a manufa^hirer at Norwich, who died March 4, 1 i^%, 

^ A ftory formerly dtculated, if trae, does great honour to his I«ordfliipg 
as it eviDpcsatotalabnegaticknofthat OUy vanity, vM^h fpffietipi^accoin- 
fMmies eTcn great charai!ters. 

On be ag aiked by a flaittrtr, wMk Lord Hig^ Chaiicellbr, «* if be was 
sot deicendid turn the great fikcctw Thmrlqi^r' b« '^ Aid. to .boKC Dr« 
plied as follows : •* There were two of that name'io my CQttntrf,,Sir*^ t^ 
one Thurloe the ftatefinani the other Thurbw the carrierw«->I am deTceoid- 
ed fionni the latter," 
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dren, he was removed to Cambridge, where he was en- 
tered of Caius college, under the tuition of Dr. Smith, the 
prefent mafter. While there, hi$ conduA was fo irregu- 
lar, and his fpirit fo haughty, as often to provoke acade^ 
mic cenfure. The frequency with which this was admi- 
niftered, had no other cffcA upon a mind naturally untrac- 
table, than to produce occasions for firi6ler difcipline. At 
length it was hinted to him pretty plainly, that a voluntary 
departure from Cambridge would be a prudent ftep on his 
part, to prevent the higheft punifhment that an univerfitj 
can inflifl. He accordingly quitted his college without 
taking any degree, and repaired to the metropolis, where, 
after fpending fome coniiderable time, and exhaufting his 
finances, in a manner, we may fuppofe, not very different 
from that which had diftinguiflied him elfewhere, he en- 
gaged, at the entreaty of his friends, in the ftudy of th^ 
law, and accordingly entered himfelf of the Inner Temple. 
How he conduced himfelf in this new fituation is little 
known ; but thofe who remember him fay, that there way 
nothing either in his application or his converfation, that 
warranted any expeAation of his fubfequent celebrity. 
Even long after his being called to the bar, he continued 
unknown and unnoticed, and confequently unemployed* 
At length a fortunate circumftance occurred, which ga'tre 
him an opportunity of (hewing to the world that he was 
pofleffed of powers of the fird: order. By fome means or 
other,.with which we are not acquainted,* he was env- 
ployed to arrange apd {late the cafe of Mr. Archibald 
Douglas, in the great legal. con teft with the Duke of Ha- 
milton y and this talk, which was a very complex and im« 
portant one, he executed in a moft mafterly manner. 

About 

* ite had fTgnalifed himfelf before this, in a cauie, in which the late 
earl of Winthelfea and Mr*. Luke Rolbinibn were amcernid; and it is not 
at all unlikely, that it led tohh being retained in the ptat Scotch contelft 
about to be mentioiied. 
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About this time he alio acquired the favour and patro- 
nage of Lord Weymouth ; and from that moment the 
path to honours and emoluments lay fmooth before him ; 
for not long after he was made one of the king's counfel, 
then (in 1770) appointed Solicitor-generali and in a few 
months more he fucceeded Sir William de Gtey, as At- 
torney-general. It is very remarkable, however, that the 
univerfity of Cambridge never named him, according to 
ufual cuftom, one of its (landing counfel. Whether 
this negle£): proceeded from a recollection of his former 
condufti or from his having left college without taking a 
degree, is uncertain. But chough unmindful or him, it 
redounds to his honour, that on his advancement to the 
Chancellorihip, he remembered his old tutor, as well as 
his college aflbciates, and conferred favours upon them 
which they never could have expeAed, more efpecially 
from one who had met with a treatment bordering on fe- 
verity at their hands. Many anecdotes of his generoiity 
might be related ; but one ihall fuffice. 

While at college, he was often too licentious with his 
tongue, and entering once into a difpute with an elective 
and temporary officer, he was afjced " whether he knew 
that he was talking to the dean f "— <« Yes, Mr. Dean/' 
replied Mr. Thurlow, and never afterwards faw him 
without reiterating " Mr. Dean/ Mr. Dean I*' which fct 
them at variance. When he became Attorney-general, 
they met by accident; and he addrefled his old friend, 
unwittingly, *^'Ho^ do you do, Mr. Dean f^^ which fo 
hurt the old cantab, that he lefi the room without making 
him any reply. On his obtaining the office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, he took an opportunity of meeting once more with 
his quondam acquaintance, and again addrefled him with 
" How do you do, Mr* Dean ?'* <• My Lord," replied the 
other fuUenly, << I am not now a dean, and therefore do 
*< not deferve the title." « But you are a dean," faid hi$ 
lordfhip ; << and to fatisfy yon that it is fo, read this paper,, 

U2 \s^ 
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«« by which you will find that you arc Dean ofi— : and 
<< I am fo convinced that you will do honour to the apo 
<f pointment, that I am forry any part of my conduCk 
« ihould have given offence to fo good a man.^ 

He was twice elcAed member of parliament (if his h§^ 
minatkn may be fo termed) for the borough of Tamworth, 
in Stafibrdfhire; and during the time he fat in the Hooife 
of G)mmon8 he was greatly refpefled by both fides for Che 
candour, integrity, and talentf» which he uniformly dif- 
piayed. There he became a firm and undaunted fupport^r 
of the meafunes of the exifting adminiftratton^ ztA tcr- 
tainly no^man was ever called upon to defend a mbre im- 
popular one. Lord North found his eloquence^ pirompli* 
tude, and refolution, of fuch vaft fervice to him agsimft his 
numerous and powerful adverfaries^ that in return hfc gai^e 
him the great feal^ in June^ 1778 ( at which Cimt be 
was created a peer. 

On entering upon this high office he fhewed a firmntfiit 
and an integrity, rarely equalled. It had been ufudwtdifotw 
mer chancellors to make confiderabte alterations, on tbdr 
advancement, in the officers of their court, With a view 
to ferve rheir dependants, or oblige their mtnifterial friends^ 
and in particular, the commifiioners of bankrupts were 
commonly changed. On the prefent occafion^ howetert 
hardly any alterations were made ; and only one perfi^n 
was difmi^d, which he owed to his own imprudencey ia 
foliciting the influence of his lord(hip's miftrefs. 

Tbefituation of the chancellor in the Houfe ofLo^dSt 
as fpeaker, is not only of great importance, but of pecu- 
liar dcKcacy, and requires much addrefs. The hereditary 
mexpbers of the copftitution are generally fraught with 
lofc^ fentiments^ and feel bot little incltuMion fo bend to 
the authority of a mail raifed from amoAg the herd of 
praiElitioners in tbf iaferioi: courts. Although fhef powers 
veAed in the (pfcaker be very groat, ytft thcff htd ftl^om 
been exercifed over a debate m f^baioii^ die ciubcran- 

ces 
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tes of the noble orators ; the confequence of which was, 
tliat they frequcnlly w^^d^red wide of the queftlon, be« 
fides |:ominittmg other irregularities inconfiftent with the 
dignity of Hi auguft an aflembly. Lord Thurlow determi- 
aed to exert hinifelfin reforming thefe abufes, and ihew- 
ing that ^ chancellor ought tabe looked up to with defe- 
reQce» inftead of fittings as had been too often the cafe, a 
mere cypher. His interference in the debatOi to preferve 
order, and to confine the members immediately to the 
pointy excited no fmall Airprise and diflatisfaAion \ at laft 
the Duke of Grafton, feeling himfelf hurt at a check 
which he had experiei^ced, remonftrated agaiaft it with 
great iharpneis. For this h^ received a Corredion on the 
inftant, in terms that were pointedly fevere, y^t fpipitedly 
decorous ; and from that moment I^ord T.'s charafter and 
authority roie to the proper level in that houfe. 

During the remainder of the North adminiftration, he 
continued an uniform and able defender of the meafurcs 
,of government. Indeed a ftronger proof of the univerfal 
efieem in which he w^ held by all psgrties could not be ad* 
duced, than in his retaining the feals at the exprefs requeft 
of the new miniftry, He never, however, cordially united 
with Ijord Sheiburne, when that nobleman was at the 
head of affairs, though he held the chancellorQ^ip dusictg 
the whole of his fhort-lived adminifiration^ 

On the entrancoof the coalition junta into power, his 
X>ordifaip reiigned his ftatkm with becoming dignity: htt 
reliimcd it again ^hen that ilrange monfter was driven oi|t 
.by the united voice of the people. 

Few men in that poft have gained fuch a degree of popo^ 
dbrity as Lord Thurlow ; and it ought to be obferved, that 
the times ii^ \iriiich he has lived have b^en extremely cri- 
ileal, and that he has had ta encououjr many ev^ims of a 
Yftsjr di^uk n^ture^ 

The moft remarkil|rle period iit his life,, and t^at upon 
V^ich.his future biographer wiil havQ to dwell with the 

greateft 
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greateft complacency, is the epoch of the king's illnefs. 
No fituation could be more trying v and certainly iDo man 
ever conduced himfelf in a trying fitiiation with greater 
fortitude or wifdom. His integrity on that occafion was, 
indeed, confpicuous ; and he had the rare fatisfadion of 
receiving for his reward, the grateful acknowlegements of 
both prince and people at the fame time. Hb fpeeches on 
the Regency queftion, will ever remain upon record as the 
moft precious memorials of unfhaken reftitude ; and that 
declaration which in a manner may be faid to have eleftri- 
fied the houfe of Peers, << When I forfake my king in the 
<( hour of his diftrefs, may my God forfake me 1" ought to 
be engraven upon his monument. 

After having a£led with Mr. Pitt, in perfect uni-« 
fon, ever fince that gentleman came into office, till the 
prefent eventful war, a marked difference of opinion in the 
• cabinet at length rendered the refignation of one or other 
of thefe ftatefmen unavoidable. Accordingly Lord Thu,r- 
low delivered up the great feal, in a manner, and in terms, 
that afFefted his royal mafter very forcibly. Doubtlefe 
his Majefty could not but recolledl, at that moment, the 
fervices which the ex-chancellor had rendered him in that 
awful feafon when he was, as it were, ihut out from focie- 
ty, and opprefled with the moft fevere of human maladies ! 
From that time. Lord T. has contented himfelf with 
enjoying the etium cum dignitaU, in his retirement at Dul- 
wich. But though he has withdrawn himfelf from the 
prefent miniftry, he has not petulantly joined the phalans^ 
of oppoiition. His mind is fupefior to party connexion, 
which, at the bcft, is but a mean kind of bondage. While 
in office, he preferved an independent fpirit, and was 
always ready to exprefs his difiatisfaAion at the meafures 
of his coUegues in power ; and now that he has no fliare 
in the government, he is equally free in reproving or corn* 

mending either minifters or their opponejots, 

His 
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His great cliarat£teriftics are fteadinefs, uniformityi and 
inflexibility, w^ch often proceed to a length that, in others, 
would be term ed obftinacy. No man can ihake him from 
his purpofe, when his opinion is once fixed. With this 
fpirit of determination, is however, united a powerful 
principle of integrity. In all the^fituations which he has 
filled, he has conduced himfelf in fuch a manner that no 
enemy can find an occafion to faften any fufpicion upon 
him. Though a ftranger to gentlenefs of voice or manner, 
he poilefTes a large and very liberal mind. In the difpofal 
of preferments, his chief regard ever was to merit ; and 
he has been often known to refift the influence of his mi- 
nifierial aflbcitates, in order to bring in thofe whom he 
fuppofed to be better qualified for the vacant offices. 

As a public fpcaker, he poflefles great powers ; and 
though devoid of the more winning graces which fteal 
their way to the heart, he carries home convi£tion to it, 
by a feled arrangement of words, a dignity of utterance, 
a clofe and logical mode of argument, and a Angular ex- 
preflivenefs of countenance. 

With fuch qualifications, and fuch virtues, not to poflefs 
fome failings would be more than falls to the lot of huma- 
nity. Thofe of his lordfhip arife entirely from a defeA 
in his early education, and from the peculiar cafl: of his 
mind. Juvenile habits and indifcretions are rarely fo alter- 
ed in more advanced life, as not to leave fome tin£lure of 
their influence, unlefs in very flexible difpofitions alone. ' 
Lord Thurlow's character is replete with integrity and 
liberality ; and therefore a few imperfeflions may the more 
reafonably be excufed*« Coarfelsmguage, at times, is faid 

to 

t One of the moft learned men of the preieat day, perhaps, dipped his 
pen in the gaU of party prejudice, when he drew the following chara^er 
pf his lordmip nnder die name of HoYiua« 

** Minas poflumns contemnere ▼ocemque fulminean Thraibnici illiiii 
Orator is ru rkq 9^9 tuMnat «ir)ip»«Toc, cojus vulticulum, uti Novionim 
ifttus minoris, ferre poiTe fe negat Quadruplatorum genus ooine et Sub- 
fcriptorum. Quid enim ? truculientus (emper incedit, tet^rque, et terri- 
V^^peAo. !)€ fitpercilio aatem ifto quid diccndom eft ? annoa reipub^ 



to idcopc ' him ; ^nct Ibmc facetious baTriftcfs'harve pretciid - 
«d to obfenre -an oath quivering on his lips, while fitting 
9t Lincoln's Inn; but the unmannerly ftranger has ttever 
1)een^owed taefcape^ though his unwilling retention ixmsj^ 
tfoubtlefi, a painful emotion. 

His lorcUhip was never marriedi but he has ftveral tit« 
tural children. 

Although he rents a houfe, and maintams a regular 
tftabKIhmenti m St. James's-fquare, yet he never ileep in 
town ; but retires inftantly from dxt Houfedf Peers tQ 
tiis refidence, near Dulwichi in Surrey. 



THE MARQUIS CORNWALUS. 

THE rub^eAof this memoir has aQed with Jbcce&.iii 
the charadter of a ftatefman as well as a foldier* Xiketbe 

itoman 

UfS Ulttd qiaG rpignus quaddatn -videtur? onnon fenatus iUo, ^oqiMm 
Atlantecoelum, innicitur? 

«* Ferunt profe^o Novium in * fumma fcrita^-e cflcverfutiffiiinimi'pi»«»' 
tumtiue ingenb ultia Barberum/* Quod A demferis illi aut o<^tifimrtL 
quanta iD'Biiitotuit, aut mitpoT»)Tavere Menippeam aut irpo«Mr» arioAf&nrtu^ 
ptf&pnamtX fliain, facile eidem juris nodos legumque snigmata ad folvcn* 
^om permiferis. 

•* T^rvido qqodam ct petulant! gcnerc dicendi utitur, cod^BJiqocV ,tfec 
«aid^ -nitcnti, ikc pljtn^ horrido. Solutos irridentium cacbianositacova- 
inovet, ut lepores ejus, fcuiriles ct prorfus veteratorios diceres. Omnia 
'iOqvitur'ierbonifnfim^'bonoram curfu quodam inicttato, i^mq^eiTooe 
l|ua ne fubfeliia quidcm ipfa defiderant plenioreoi et gr^ndircm. In ad* 
wftriisautem lacerandis'itacaundicoiura figuras jacylatur/ita callidaetmat 
litioia juris inferpreutione- utitur, ita furere «t bacphari iblet, ut fippe mi^ 
rere tarn alias res aeere optimatcs, ut fie pene infano inter difertos locus. 

** Fuiteiyperinad atque aliis, fortuna pro virtutibus. Didkit aoM«n X 
Mudano, fatis darum efle apud timcntem, quifquis tin\eatur. Corpora 
Ipfc ingens, aoimi immodicus, verbis ma0nificusy ct fpecie inaniam magls 
qddm iapicutiavalidus, fludia ad fe Optimatiam iiiexit, ean^que aj^tus 
eft au€toritatem, qua hoihini novo pro facundia cfle poiict. Sdlicet, quae 
k>nis litio, Seioq^ue turpiilima forent, Noviom nQftrum maxime decent, 
fiquidcm c fubfcUis elapibs de Tribunali nivici pronuntiet, ctcx Prarcone 
aionum faftus fit inftitor eloquentiat fcnatorise. Quam igitur in civitate 
gratiam dicendi facultate Q. Varius confccutus elt, vaftus homo atquo 
focdus, eandem Novius Intel! igit, ilia ipfa facilitate, quamciwque t^bct, i(S. 
T^ in Senatu coufecotum 



— — — «« Ellum, eofifidtns,tat9s : 
Com fadetn f Meas, videtor ctTe quantivi< preti ; ■ 
Triftif ieycritas incft in iroltn, atque in verbis fides.*^ 
** Of that orator, who carries menace awd, ttttos ia hU broW, we tMflfk 
^■doqueuce Thrafonic, ^nd dcfpi,felu\o\ide(V t!lci^tidw%\vi\\ofe^^V^(\v 
fMcp the yotmger Not ius, repeU aU \u\dec\iii^s avxd ptx\x\otkw%;* ^^. '^^ 



Aatnati cdnfuls of <el4»4M:bfis r^omeA Bnidifyoitichti ^mr 
^baSkdoFsji he has decUfdd war« aiidjgnmted jMSftoe. JSe 
ibu^tibr thfi fnefervfttion of an eiDpif«.ui«Aiaci?icas be 
.KCtakied imd enlarged the BritUh ibmaiidos in A£a ; and 
.ioSur^ipQy lie has humbled the 'enetoiesifif his jceuotrjTt 
;asdf b^ biseotvtgfutd tmsiaxktjpoiticf^ baa cauflied a civil 
war.iBXheJEmd. 

iMarqiiisCosfiw^Uist wboi£b vbcnily as very ancient and 
JiOBotttablcy fitfas borndQeceaibcr3iii:, s-.jjl, and feems to 
Jiave beeo JmetidGd -from his cnadle for .the araoy. Ife 
accordingly entered into the iirnace -at a very icarly age;; 
;8nd we ifind ihim in 1 7f5JB^ nirhen »oiy tawnty ytoa$ tAdy and 
at a peccod nriiefi promotions were lefs rapid than at pra- 
iCent, a Captain in ^Colonel Ctaufurd's light in&ntryt nador 
rthe title erf £oaf 3rmm* Thvee years after tSm» .he ac* 
-companied tiie Marquis^if Gcanby to the iH»itin«it« In the 
iionoutabie •and confidential -capacity cf onexf ixb^/i/i-iib- 
* campy ^Vid -firas of >c0iifie attendsmt on the perfon of thai 
gallant oobleaaan during the campaign. It «ras ibus, kx 
'tbe'£dlds of Germany, tmd imder the naoft SkMoX and 
tiaksbrated generals 0f the day, 'that Lord ^roooie aci|ujreil 
^the rudiments of the -art ctf war, and prepared himfelf to 
•ooonnafRd others, 'by 'fiifi learning to obey. 

In 1761, lie was proimned to the rank of Lieutenant 
cdlonel df the twelfth Tegiment of foot i aqd we then find 
Jiim difehargingthis <:ivil as^well Tnilttwry ihities, by fiwiog 
cas a TcprefcntatfTC in parlhrment for the Soreugh of Rye. 

On ihe deathi of his father, -who was the ftffhpecrof his 
family, in t^bi^h^ of cotrrfe vacated his feat in tbe Houfc 
of Ccrmmoas, and appeared to the Houfet^fyecrs, under 
the title of Lord Cornwallis. In 1765, be wamominated 
one of the lords of the bdddiamber ; and about the fame 
time, was honoured with the appointment of Aid-de-camp 
to hisprcfcntMajeftji which was tantamoonlto-a proipo-p 
lion in the ar my. 

Hi^fpirit^ howetOTi fwaa oiaiily «i4 iadci^eik4l«t. lil^^ v 
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favcfers of the crown did not make him forget the duties of 
the peerage; for he voted frequently againft the minifter, 
and fometimes adopted what is called ikiz popular ftde of the 
queftion ; in particular, when the memorable bill for fe- 
curing the legiflative power of Great Britain over the Ame* 
rican colonies was iutroduced into the ppper houfey Lord 
Comwallis Was one of the five who refufed their confent* 
This feeble, but refpe£table oppofition, was headed bj the 
venerable Earl Camden*. ^ He alio, on another remarka*. 
ble occafion, entered his proteft againft the ^eftion to vote 
away privilege in matters of libel. 

Luckily for the nation, his political did not interfere with 
his military career; for, in 1766, he was promoted to the 
command of the thirty-third regiment of foot, which he ftill 
holds; and two years afterwards, married Mi(s Jemima 
Tulikjens Jones, daughter of Jaq|ies Jones, Efq. whofe An- 
gular fucceffion to a large -fortune is related at large in the 
memoirs of the facetious Tate Wilkinfon. With this lady, 
who brought him two children (a fon and a daughter), he 
enjoyed every felicity the connubial ftate is capable 
of yielding, until he was called on to embark with his regi- 
ment for America, On this occafion, Lady Cornwallis, 
inconfolable at the idea of parting from him, after urging 
every pl<;a that afFedion could fuggeft, applied to his uncle, 
then Archbifliop of Canterbury, who, at her requeft, pro- 
cured the king's leavp of abfence. But, notwithftanding 
all the fondnefs of the hufband, duty prevailed over affedioo, 
and a nice fenfe of honour urged her dearly-beloved lord to 
forfake her. The feparation was, however, too much for 
her weak nerves to bear 5 flie literally fell a prey to love, 
funk beneath the weight of her grief, and died ; thus, afford- 
ing a moft fingular and romantic inftance of conjugal af- 
fe<3:ion ! 

Shortly 

♦ Lord Mansfield rallied his liOrdlhip on'this occaHoiit on account of 
the youth of bit alTociates. « Poor Camden !" faid the Chief JufticC| 
f* Could you only get four boys to fupport y^ I" 
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Shortly after his arrival in America, we find his lordOiip 
ferving under Sir William Howe, with the rank of Major- 
general, and ading as an able and indefatigable partifan. 
Having landed, in November, 1786, on the Jerfey (hore, 
at the head of a detached corps,.and found Fort Lee evacu- 
ated, he inftantly penetrated into the country, and took 
poiTeffion of the province. At the end of the campaign, 
he repaired to New York, with a view to embark for Great 
Britain } but having received advice of the di&ftrous affair 
of Trentown, with the unpremeditated gallantry of a foldier, 
• he deferred his voyage, and returned to the Jerfeys. 

His lordihip's firft enterprize in l^^^^ was an attempt 
to furprize an American poft in his neighbourhood, in 
which he in part fucceeded. Soon after this, he received 
orders from General Howe to abandon the Jerfeys, and iti 
July he embarked with the Englifli commander-in-chief ia 
the expedition to the Chefapeak, 

This was not a conteft in which large armies contended 
with each other, and in which the fate of a battle was to 
decide the lot of an empire. On the contrary, it was what 
the French term a feiite guerre \ a war of pofts and of fkir- 
miflics, of night marches and furprifes, in which the cli- 
mate and the fword cut off thoufands, without putting a pe- 
riod to hoftilities. It is in yain, therefore, to expcfl any 
very fplendid achievements on (b narrow a field of enter- 
prize, when it is recolledted that both armies would have 
fcarcely confiituted an advanced guard to a continental ge- 
neral, in the conflids we have fo recently witneiTed. 

In feveral of the fubfequent events, his lordfhip took a 
very adive part. He commanded a confiderable body of 
troops at the pafTage of the Brandy-wine, and after driving 
the enemy before him, entered and took pofTeffion of Phila- 
delphia, on the 24th of September, 1777. This was then 
confidered a very important acquifition : but it was foon 
difcovered, that a country ipiglit be over-run without be- 
ing 
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ing fiibjugated, and chac ihc poi&flion even of m province, 
-does OQtdways depend on iecuriog the capital. 

Fnom that period until 1779, when Jtt embarjted m a 
lietiteoint-gCQeral, with 6jr Henry Clinton for ihe ficge of 
Charleftownt h(e feecns to have had few apportuntdes of fig- 
fiaiiziog bttniUf. On the furrender of the pbot the com- 
mand^eif South Carojina^ with about 4000 troops, devolved 
mponhtflit On bearing this. General Gates, whofaidren* 
tdered bimfelf h ianious by the capture of fiurgoyne and his 
r»rwf 91 Sar4taga9 took poft se^r Camden, where be h«l 
coUeded abio«t 3^600 men. Lord Cornwallis, inAmdj^f 
ibeuig daunted At this ev«nt, advanced with an inferior force ; 
imd on the OKirsing of the i:6th of Odober, a fevere afUon 
^ookiiUcc, which was iboo decided by ilie ilpirit of the 8ri- 
. tifti^onps^ who, aflier a foiart ike, bad r^cxmfk <to their bay- 
:oneta an4 ihe AmericaAS having at lei^givea wa^, were 
purfued nearly twenty ini{e8f Seven pieces of cannon, the 
4Breaf:erf»rt of i(he baggage* and a thoM&nd p^pi^bnerS]^ cpn-* 
ifiituted the trophies of this day. 

Early in 1 781, General Arnold, who Imd noor fdiatyitdi- 
cd both the ca4tfe ^od the fervice of his native ooiintry, ka4 
landed m theCherapeak, where he did coiiiIderable,siifelucf 
-to his fonser aflbciates. Lord Cornwidlts, oa hearing laf 
this, deterflaioied to t&Gt a junAion with ium, in ordec lo. 
overwhelm the Marquis La Fayette, iince fo much cefe- 
:br;ated for his .patriotifin and fuiieriags during tb^e Fncnqh 
-fevfJihiKJon, as comaaandBr-in-chief of the national guards^ 

Accordingly, havitig difpat^sbed thegidlant Colonel (now 
the patriot General) Tarieton ^ish the cavalry,^ and Golo- 
xiel Sioicoe having be^n font &r.wacd by Ari^old, with the 
.Queen^s ranker $, they took pa^offion of d»e fords op «be 
Nottoway and due Mebescin, die only jti vers Aat iiHerven- 
#d j ^nd a junaion accoidiogiy >tQok p^ betiiwei^ the two 
armies^ at P^ferfbnrgh, on .the aoth xi M^y. lopediaidy 
after this^i xh« Bi»tifti asapi^_a:ofled jwies-iiaera^ a^JHKefto- 

ver. 
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vtf) iff purfutt of the French commander, who by diis thne 
hftd decilmped from the neighbourhood of Richmond, amf 
retired towards the back country with fuch celerity, that it 
was impoflible to overtake him. 

In the mean while. Sir Henry Clinton, who was^ appre* 
heniive for the fafety of New- York,, bhimed Lord Corn**' 
walUs. for penetrating (b far; and a coolnefs from tUs mo* 
iiMRtfeems to have taken place, which ended in aiubfequent- 
4irpute and appeal to the public. No foontr were the dif*^ 
patches received, however, than his lord(hip, knowing that 
obedience U one of the firft duties of a foidier, abandoned 
Portfinouth, and concentrated bis forces at York and GIou* 
cefter« 

General Waflungton, on learning this, w]as defirout to 
ftrike a blow, that might pof&bly put a period to the war^ 
and he had adually formed the daring prcjed of capturing 
thebrave Barl and all his forces. Rochambeau, the French 
CjMimaAder^ entered with great fpirit into the fcheme ; and 
it unluckily proved but too fuccefsfuK The combined ar*^ 
mies of France and America accordingly pafied through 
Philadelphia, and at length arrived, on the 28th of Septem« 
ber» in fight of York-Town^ at which the Briti(h troop§ 
ftill remained pofted^ in confequenceof difpatches from the 
commander-in-chief, promifii^ immediate relief. ~ Lord 
CornwaUi$ 00 this withdrew his forces within the place, in 
" fpll confidence of holding out, until the arrival of the pro* . 
mifed fuccours. The works thus abandoned by him, vtcte 
occupied next day by the cpn£Bderates, and die town regu- 
larly invefted. 

The £ngli& commander beiug now reduced to the aker* 
native of either furrendering or attempting to efcape, of 
courfe preferred the Utter, and adually convinced the idea 
of croffing tlie river, furprifing Brigadier Choife, who was 
pofted on the other fide, mounting bis own infantry on the 
cavalry of the vanqutwed, and thus efFeding a retreat, 
which would have been iniinkely more glorious than any 
viflory.' 

. Inpurfutticeof this defign, the light infimtry, &c. were 
a&ually embarked^n boats, and tranfported to the Gloucef- 
ter fliores, in die courfe of the night ; but a violent ftorm 
having arifen,, the troops were driven much lower than was 
intended, and prevented, during a 'confiderable time, from 
Kturning. In tliis diftre&ful fuuation, and deftitute even 
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of ammunition, his lord(hip, unwilling to expofe the re- 
. mains of his gallant army to an afTauIt, confented, on the 
17th of 0£lober, to capitulate; and the terms were^ on 
the vvhole^ not unfavourable. 

Lord Cornwallis now returned to his native country, in 
order to repofe himfelf after the fatigues of an unfortunate 
war, and enjoy all the happinefs that can poflibly enfue 
from thefweets of private friendship and public efteem. 

During the political contefts that took place in I782,^uid 
1783, his lordfliip was for a time deprived of his place as 
Lieutenant of the Tower of London, which he had obtain- 
ed feveral years before ; but in the year 1784 it was reftored 
to him. The calm that enfued after the peace, prevented 
his talents from being called jnto adion for fome years ; but 
the af]&irs of India no fooner began to afiume a Critical af- 
ped, than a man was looked for, who united in his own 
perfon the efteem and' confidence of the king, the miniftry, 
and the people. Cornwallis was accordingly pitched upon, 
and immediately appointed to the high, honourable, and 
important fituation of Governor-general of Bengal. 

No fooner did he arrive there, than a war took place with 
Tippoo Sultaun, fon of the famous Hyder, who, from bum- 
ble beginnings, attained great power, acquired extenfive 
territories, and organized an immenfe army. Thtf condud 
of hoftilities was at firft intrufted to the Madras govern- 
ment; but little or no progrefs being made, the Governor- 
general left Calcutta, and proceeded to the fcene of adton, 
where he arrived on the 12th of December, 1790. Hav-' 
ing inftantly afTumed the command of the grand army, he 
proceeded to Vellore, and feemed to meditate an attack on- 
the Myfore country, by the Baramahal Valley. The ful- 
taun, unacquainted with European ta<^ies, was deceived by 
this motion ; for the £ngli(h foon after made a rapid march* 
to the Muglu Pafs, through which they penetrated with lit- 
tle or no oppofition. 

Within a few miles of Bangalore, Tippoo's army at 
length difplayed itfeif on the heights, in excellent order; 
and it foon appeared that his fubjefts, as if in love with def- 
potifm, were attached both to his perfon and government. 
Notwithftanding this. Bangalore was imnRediately invefied,' 
and the pettah, or town, ftormed and taken on the very next 
xlay. The reduction of the fort itfelf followed foon after. 

The army having been joined by the Nizam,. and a re- 
inforcement of 5000 men. under Colonel CHdbam, Lord 
Cornwallis determined to march againft Seringapatam, the 

capital 
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capital of Tippooi and on the 13th of May, the army ar- 
rived within fight of a place, the capture of which was ex- 
peded to put a period to its toils, and reward all its labours. 
As the fultaun had potted thither a few days before, and oc- 
cupied an advantageous camp, it was determined to carry 
It, if poffible, by furprife ; but this fcheme proved abor- 
tive, from the vigilance of the enemy, who were, never- 
thelefs, obliged to abandon their pofition. 

It was impoffible, however, at this period, to attempt 
the fiege of fo formidable a place as Seringapatam ; for, in. 
addition to a variety ef other caufes, there was an abfolute 
deficiency in the article of provifions. 

Having therefore fent notice to General Abercrombie, 
who was marching to his aififtance, to return, the Com- 
mander-in-chief deftroyed his battering train, and retreated 
to Bangalore, beingjoi'nedon his march thither by 30,000 
Mahrattas. 

Early, however, in the enfuing fpring, the Briti(h army 
retra£led its fteps, and appeared once more before the me- 
tropolis of the Myfore, where it found Tippoo again ftrongly 
entrenched. He was, however, attacked, and obliged, as 
before, to retreat. The Bombay army forming a iunSion 
foon after, regular approaches were mado^ rdoubts were 
raifed, and had it not been for fome unlucky events, in ref- 
pcGt to which his lordfhip was entirely blamelefs, the ful- 
taun, after being ftripped of his capital, and bereaved of 
his power, would have laid proftrate at his feet. 

He, however, was obliged to accept of fuch terms as the 
Englifli commander chofe to diflate. He confented to cede 
part of his dominions, paid a large fum of money, under- 
took to furnifh a ftill more confiderable portion of treafure, 
within a limited period, .&c. and entrufted two of his fons 
to the care of Lord Cornwallis, with whom they were to 
remain as hoftages for the due performance of the treaty: 
and here it is but juttice to a prince, whom we are accuf- 
tomed to ftyle a barbarian, to obferve, that he fulfilled 
every article with the mott fcrupulous punduality. 

This important war being now ended, highly to the ho- 
nour of the Britifh arms. Lord Corn'wallis returned to Eng- 
land, without being enriched by a pott, in which . avarice 
and rapacity could eafily have realifed a princely fortune — 
but he neither exacted ^ jaghire (torn the conquered fove- 
reign, nor increafed his own income, by venality or extor- 
tion,' 

. Honours 
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Honours and employments, both fo wcH earned, awatted 
him at home. He had before been wiveffied with the inTig. 
nia of the Garter J he was now (^1792) creaued a MarquSj 
admitted a member of the Privjr Council, and in addition to 
his othef appofntrtients, was nominated to the lucracire of- 
fice of Mafrer-general of the Ordnance. 

Rctaming once more to the bofom of domeftic happincfi^ 
the marquis feemed ta promifc to himfelf a life of eale and 
quiet in his native country* Such, however, was not Ais 
dcftiny. Ireland was diforganized, and the Eng^ifli power 
there flrook to its very centre. It was even doubtful how 
Jong it would appertain to Great Britain ; for it was menac>- 
ed by infiirrcAion within, and inrafioh from without One 
^f thcfe ercnts had aft«aBy taken placcj and the other Coon 
ibHowed. * 

' Ir» this crittcad (late of affafrs, the eyes of the cabitiet,, 
and the nation, were once more turned towards- him, and 
he was invefted with the Viceregal powers, amidft the ac- 
clf^mations of both kingdoms. His adminiftration has been 
jQbort; but it has becrr fticcefsfni. The mfurgents have 
been beaten, the diiaffcSed have been difarmcd, and an^ in- 
vading etiemy has been taken captive. But his ^dminiftra* 
tion has been accompanied by merits of anodrer, and of a 
better kind j for military defporiftn has ceafcd, the Qrftem of 
plunder and free quarters has been checked, and die tor- 
ture, the rack, the whip, the fcdurge^ and the halter, abb* 
lilhed, as inftraments not whhin the pale of legithnate go* 
vcmment ! 



Dr. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, F. R, S. &c* 

THE names of Galilee and of Pricftlcy, excite a multi^ 
tude of melancholy ideas [—Late pofterity will, however, 
do them juftice ; and although too late to be heard by the 
injured individuals, will redify the mlftaken opinions of 
their contemporaries. It will be fcarcely believed, indeed, 
that within a few years of the commenceoient of the 19th 
century, an illuftrious philoibpher (boutd have been driven 
from his native country on account of bts fuppofed political 
opinions ; and that a brutal mob fliould have been allowed, 
in the name of " Church and King," to have deftroyed 
bis dwelling, threatened his perfon, and rendered' his life 
unfafe, in £e land which gave him birth ! 

Dr^ 



DR. PRIESTLEYi 305 

Dr. Jolcph Prieftley was born March 13, 1733, at 
Birftell-field-head, near Leeds, in Yorkihire. This part 
of the country, for a long feries of years, has been cele- 
brated for its manufactures, and the Prieflleys were one 
of the firft families engaged in the broad-cloth trade. The 
DoSor, while only feven years of age, was taken into 
the houfe of an aunt, Mrs. Keighley, and was brought up 
f)y her hufband, who having no child of his own, adopted, 
and appears to have transferred that afFeOuon to him, 
which nature had intended for his own oflFspring. 

, Mr. Jofeph Keighley, after whom young Prieftley was, 
moft probably, named, was a remarkable charadber. He 
had been once, like St. Paul, a great perfecutor, and like 
him too became a convert. So violent was he againfl: the 
dlffenters, that he was accuftomed to find out their meet- 
ings, which, during the times of perfecution, began about 
eleven o'clock at night, and ended at two o'clock in the 
morning. Happening once to difcovcr their place of wor- 
fliip, he determined to' fecrete himfelf in a conveni«nt 
place, in order to develope their heterodoxical tenets, ex- 
pofe their herefies, detefl: their plots, and deliver them 
over to the vengeance of the civil magiftrate. The event, 
however, was fer different from what might have been 
expeCbed from a man feemingly led aftray by blind preju- 
dices ; for after attending to their rites, inftcad of deli- 
vering the minifter up to punifliment, he took him home 

to his houfe, and fupporte.d Wim there, until liberty wa* 
opened to the feS. 

Under this fingular perfon, Jofeph Prieftley was brought 
up, and foon difcovered an amazing attachment to learn- 
ing. At the age of eleven, he furprifed all who faw him, 
inconfequence of his early proficiency. At that time, he 
read, or rather devoured, Bunyan's works j and it was 

X then 
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then thought that he would become one of the firft Calvin-^ 
iftical teachers of his day. But as the Prieftleys were ther* 
m a flouriihing ftate^ and acquired a certain degree of 
opulence and confideration by trade, they were inclined to 
bring him up to bufinefs. He, however, was at laft fent 
, to the academy at Daventry, under the care of Dr. Afli- 
worth, with ;m intention of being bred to the diffenting 
miniftry, and his uncle dying,, hisr aunt paid the expence* 
of his education^ ^ ' 

But while the zealots for Galvinifm were looking for- 
ward with complacency to the time when their apoAle was 
to commence his pious labours, a change took place, from 
conviQion in his religious tenets ; for at this period he be- 
came acquainted with fome Arian and Baxterian minifters, 
whofe arguments appeared to be ftronger tiian thofe with 
whom he had heretofore been accuftomed to aflbciate. 

When about twenty years ©f age, he fettled, for a little 
time,* with a congregation at Needham in Suffolk; but as 
the opinions of the teacher did not correfpond with thofe ef 
his flock, and he was too honeft to conceal his fentiments, 
he was foon deferred^ In this fituation, he accepted of an 
invitation to Namptwich in Chefhire ; although thofe who 
wiftied for his moral and fpiritual affifta^ice, were notable 
to promife him more than 30I. per annum. Iti order to eke 
out this fcanty income, he a6led as a fchoolmafter; and 
happening to attraft the notice of men capable of appreci- 
ating his worth, he foon acquired celebrity. 

At this time, there exifted a college at Warrington^ in 
which the fons^ of many refpe£table difTcnters were brought 
up, and where alfo a great number of young men were 
qualified for the miniftry.- Thither Mr.. Prieftley was in- 
vited^ and tawght the hdles httres m that inftitution, ther^ 
m the zenith of its reputation. 

A* 
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As It was now a proper time for him to fettle in life, and ' 

the means pf maintaining a family prefented itfelf, he de- 
termined to marry ; and was accordingly united to Mifs 
Wilkinfon, daughter of Mr. Wilkinfon, ofBriftol. 

But the period had now arrived, however, when a great 
revolution was to take place in this once celebrated and 
flourifhing feminary. The principal fupporters of the aca- 
demy, and thofe who had been mod liberal in their fub- 
fcriptions, being cut off in the courfe of nature, and not 
being fucceeded by men equally warm in their zeal, a fpeedy 
diffolution was threatened. 

At this time, the Do£tor received an invitation to pre- 
fide over a flourifliing and opulent congregation at Leeds, 
and wasadvifed by his friends to remove thither. 

After fome years refidence there. Lord Shelburne, now 
Marquis of Lanfdowne, engaged him to fuperintend the 
education of his eldeft fon. Lord Wycomb, and he conti- 
nued in that capacity during feven years. At the end of 
that period, he retired with an annuity of 1 50I. per annum. 
had he remained ten years, the fum would have amounted 
lo 250I. ( and fourteen year's attendance, would have 
raifed it to 300I. according to previous agreement. 

Soon after this, he had an invitation to Birmingham, 
where he continued until his place of refidence, and the 
mceting-houfe in which he officiated, were both burnt to 
the ground ! 

A little fubfequent to thi§ cataftrophe. Dr. Prieftley 
fucceeded his old friend. Dr. Price, in the dilTenting 
meeting at Hackney ; but his fituation being rendered par- 
ticularly unpleafant, and even unfafe, on account of the 
times, he purchafed an eftate in America, and removed 
thither in 1 794. 

X a . Since 
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Since his arrival in America, he has experienced many^ 
diftinguiflied aSs of favour and civility, but thefe have been, 
counterbalanced by fev^re afliSions, for he has buried a 
wife and a fon. 

The publications of Dr. I^rieftley are fo nurherous, that 
a bare analyfis of them would fill a volume of itfelf. Hif- 
tory, Divinity, Education, Polities', Philofophy, Meta- 
phyfics— all thefe, at different times, have been the fubjeft 
of his lucubration?. But it is as an experimental philo- 
fopher, that his name and his works will be handed dowA 
to pofterity. Hiis chemical labours do honour to the nation^ 
that produced and exiled him. It is to him we are indebt- 
ed for a knowledge of the element in which we exift^ and^ 
alas I at the very moment he had extended the empire of 
fcience, and analyfed the properties of air, he was, in a^ 
manner, interdifled that of his native country, and forced* 
to breath the atmofphere of another hemifphere I ' 
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THE controverfy refpeSing the intelleaual talents of 
women, as compared with thofe of men, is nearly brought 
to an iffue, and greatly to the credit of the fair fex. The 
prefent age has produced a moft brilliant conftellation bf 
female worthies, who h^ve not only difplayed eminent 
powers in works of fancy, but hatre greatly diftinguiflied 
themfelvesin the higher branches of literary compaction. 
Our own country has the honour of enrolling among its 
literary ornaments many females, to whom the interefts 
of poetry, morality, and the fcicnces, are greatly indebt- 
ed. 
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kd. Among ill uftrious living ladies may, with juftice, be 
mentioned th^ names of Barbauld, Robinfon, Cowley, 
Sniith, Raddiffe, Piozzi, Seward, Lee, Hays, Inchbald, 
Cappe, Plumptre*, Trimmer, Yearfley, Williams, 
jyArblay, Bennet, Linwood, Cofway, Kauffman, and 
Siddons. The female who is the fubjeft of the prefent 
notice is well known to the literary world, by feveral ele- 
gant, ingenious and ufeful publications. A few particu- 
lars refpeSing her, therefore, will not only be amufing to 
ihofe who have read her works, but will alfo b^ inftruQive 
to young perfons in the way of example. 

Mifs Hannah More is the eldeft of three maiden fifters^ 
who were the daughters of a poor but yery worthy pe^fent 
at Hanham, a village near Briftol. 

Hannah^ notwithftanding the do/neftic drudgery which 
neceflarily fell to her lot, improved Jier mind during the 
few leifure hours (he could fpare in reading. Jt may be 
well fuppofed that her ftock of books was but fmall. The 
firft which fell in her way was the Pamela pf Richardfon, 
the humble fource of an innumerable offspring : happy it 
^ould have been for the intereft.s of virtue ai?d literature, 
had the progeny been but as inaocent as the parent. 

The literary attainments, fobrjety, modefty, and ip- 
duftry oi Hannah More^ were fpolfen of with general refpefit 
in her native place, and at length raifed her, through tjTjgf 
patronage of fome refpefik^ble perfons there, to the ufeful 
and comparatively important ftation of the village (bhool- 
iniftrefs. Her genius ftruggled above all the ob/Ucles of 
that lowly condition, ^nd ihe acquired fgch a degree of 
knowledge, as to enable her, with her fifters, to enlarge 
^hefchool, and to undertake the education of young per- 
fons 

, ♦ The able tranflator of Kotzcbuc'i « Natural Son.** 
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fons above the fituation of thofe to whofe improyemci^t 
their attention had hitherto b6en direSed. So great, at 
length, was their reputation, that fevcral ladies of fortui^e 
and difcernment prevailed upon them to remove to Brifloi^ 
about the year 1 765, where they opened a boarding- 
fchool in Park-ftreet. Thisfeminary, in afliort tiqpe, be; 
came the moft refpe£^able of its kind in the Weft of En- 
gland J and many females of rank received their education 
in it. 

Among others, who had the advantage of profiting by 
theinftruQion ofMifs More'andher fifters, was the celc; 
brated Mrs. Robin/on, well known for her various elegant 
publications in profe and verfe. 

Miis More had the good fortune of having for a next- 
door neighbour the Reverend Dr.. Stonei^fe \ who per- 
ceiving her merits, difliinguiflied her by his friendfhip^ 
which he manifefted by his inftruaions and his recommen-^ 
dation. Both of thefe were of the moft eflintial fervice 
to her interefts in the line of her profeflion j and alfo in the 
cultivation of her literary tafte. ThedoSor was a man of 
extenfive acquaintance, general knowledge, and eleganj 
manners. He condefcended to examine the occafional efr 
fusions of her pen, and alfo to corre£k them, and througji 
his hands all her early efforts pafTed to the prefs. The firf^ 
of thefe was entitled " The Search after Happinefs, a 
Poem," which was printed at Briftol, under the doftor's 
eye; and on its publication in. London wasfo favourably 
received, as to encourage the author to further exertions 
of her powers. She next publiihed " Sir Eldred of the 
Bower, and the Bleeding Rock ; a legendary Tale ;'* which 
ftyle of writing was become fafhionable, through the fuc-*. 
cefs of Dr. Goldfmith^s fweet ftory of Edwin and AngCi- 
Una. 

Mifs 
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yiirs More now turned her attention to dramatic poetry, 
jand prodirced a tragedy entitled Fatal Falsehood ; 
which was tolerably wetl received ; but not fo much as her 
Percy, a tragedy, which met with univerfal applaufe. 
^healfo wrote another tragedy, called the Inflexible 
Captive ; which fell (hortof her other dramatic piecQS. 
The fuccefs (lie met with in this way, was owing, in a 
great meafure, to the immediate and commanding patron- 
age of Garrick, who entered warmly into her interefts, 
•through the recommendation of Dr. Stonehoufe, with 
whom he was very intimate^. 

She afterwards printed a fmall volume of *^ Eflays for 
Young Ladies," in which the has recommended to them a 
variety of ingenious and excellent obferVafions upon the 
fnoft important fubjefts, exprefled in elegant langaage. In 
1782, /he publifhed a work, pei'haps the moft popular of 
all her pieces, entitled ** Sacred Dramas ; to which is ad- 
ded, Senfibility, a poetical Epiftle." In this volume, flie 
has dramatized, in a very natural and feeling manner, 
fome of the mcft afFeCting andinftruftive narratives in the 
facred faiftor y. Many of thefe had been previoufly per- 

for.med 

* The do^or was one of the moft correal and elegant preachers m 
the kingdom. When he entered into holy orders, he took occafion to 
profit, by his acquaintance with Garrick, to procurd from him fome 
valuable inftrudtions in elocution. Being once engaged to read prayers, 
and to preach at a church in the city, he prevailed upon Garrick to go 
with him. After the fervice, the Britilh JRofcjus aiked the doftor what 
particular bufinefs he had to do when t"he duty was over : «* None,** 
faid the other : *« J thought you had, (faid Gjirrick), on feeing you enJer 
« the readingrdeik in fucb a hurry.'* — '' Nothing (added he) can be 
** more indecent, than to fee a clergyman fet ^bout facred bufinefs as if 
** he were a tradefman, and to go into the church ^s ^f he wanted to get 
•• out of it as foon a* pofllbXe.** 

He next alkcdthe dodlor, "What books he had in the deflc before 
" him ? — *« Ou(y the Bjble and Prayer-book.**— « Onfy the Bible ancj 
<« Prayer-book," replied the Player; *' why ^ou tolTcd them backwards 
^* and forwards, and turned the leaves as carelefsjy a& if they were thofe 
** of a day-book and ledger.** 

The do6lor was wife enough to l]ee the force of thefe obfervations, an4 
Jn future he avoided the faults they were defigned to reprove. 
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formed by her pupils ; and had given fo much fatisfaSion 
to thofe who had .feen the performances or read the pieces, 
as to occafion numerous folicitations that they might be 
printed. The voice of the public accorded with the fenti- 
ments of private friendrtiip, and thefe dramas have, not 
only gone through feveral largf editions, but, we believCji 
they have been, and are now frequently performed in ref- 
peftabl^ board ing-fchools. 

Her next produSion was in a different ftyle of compor 
fition; it was entitled " Bas Bleu, withthe Taleof FIo- 
rio," 1785. This poem is fomewhat in the manner of 
.Fontaine, and hits ofF the prevailing follies with great 
fraartnefs and tafte. The foundation of it was th? Blue 
Stockingdub, inftituted by Mrs. Montague. , 

In 1 788, appeared a fmall volume, called ** Thoughts 
• on the Manners of the Great ;" which attraSed an uncom- 
mon degree of curiofity. As it was anonymous, fome 
conje£lured it to be the performance of one perfon, and 
fome of another. The prefent Bifliop of London, Mr. 
Wilberforce, and many others, were reputed to be its au-. 
thors ; but at length it was difcovered to have iffued from 
the pen of Mifs More. In this Work flie attacked, with 
great fpirit, the encreafing licentioufnefs of high life. 

In the period between thefe two publications Mi(s 
More and her fifters had refigned their fchool, in favour 
of Mifs Mills, and retired to a neat cottage, which they 
had purchafed with the fruits of their joint induftry, at the 
foot of Mendip hills. . 

Here they inflituted a funday-fchool, which has greatly 
encreafed, and been abundantly bleffed under their pious 
and judicious management. 

In 1 791, our author publifhed, without her name, a 
ufeful and popular little volume, entitled " An Eflimate 

of 
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of the Religion- of the Fftftionable World." This welU 
timed performance expofes ftrongly that lifelcfs profeffion 
pf Chriftianity -which is the general charaQeriftic of the 
higher orders of fociety. She has herein the . honour of 
having preceded Mr. Wilberforcc, and fome other eminent 
yerfons, in pleading for^The neceflity of a found religious 
faith, in order to an acceptable courfe of moral prac- 
lice, . . 

About this time a fociety was formed, whofe objeQ: was 
the ioftruQion of the Poor in morality and religion. The 
plan adopted was, to print ftriking, ^mufing, and inflruc- 
•live tradsy adapted to the capacities of common perfons, 
find coming eafily within their ability to purchafe.. On 
this ground the Cheap Repofitory was cflablifhed, by 
which many thoufands . of ^ moft ufeful pieces have 
been circulated in the manufacturing towns and villages of 
this kingdom. In this benevolent defign Mifs More was 
.pne of the firft concerned, and towards the fuccefs of it 
fhe has been particularly affifting oy htr excellent contri- 
butions. Among other ufeful trads of her writing we fliall 
only mention " The Shepherd of SaUJbury Ptain,^'* a little 
performance which perfons of a refined tafte may read 
with pleafure and profit. She alfo endeavoured to coun- 
teraO: the progrefs of thofe political principles which the 
French Revolution had madeib fafhionable; and printed 
,fome fmalltra£ls, particularly one entitled " Village Polir 
tics," in the way of dialogue, which obtained a wide exr 
, tent of circulation. 

' . . Mifs More has the credit of having drawn Mrs. 

Yearfley, the celebrated poetical milk-woman, from he^ 

obfpurity into public notice and favour. When fhe had 

difcovered this remarkable phenomenon,,, fhe immediately 

'began to exert her benevolence, and by her unwearied 

affiduity 
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afliduity procured a liberal fubfcription to the poems 6f this 
child of nature. She alfo drew up an interefting account 
of the milk-.woman in a letter to Mrs. Montague; which 
letter, iri order to enlarge the fubfcription, was pubhfhed 
in the newfpapers and magazines of the day. By the 
attentions of Mifs M. a fqm was raifed fufficient to place 
theobjeSof theminafituation more fuitableto her genius. 
But we are forry to be obliged to add, that a difagreement 
a<moft immediately followed the publication of the poems 
in que/lion, between the author and her patronefs; which 
is faid to have been occafioned by the tatter's taking the 
management of the fubfcription-money into the hands of 
herfclf aitd fome feleft friends. The motive with which 
this was 'done is greatly to the credit of Mifs More and 
her friends, as it was no other than a defire to provide 
permanently for Mrs. Yearfley and her young family.— 
She, however, had a different opinion, and thought it was 
unjuft in them to withhold from her the management of 
her own property. She went further, and endeavoured to 
reprefent her beft friend as aSuated by un worthier fentimen ts, 
the worft of which was that of erwy. Some attacks were, 
in qonfequence, made upon Mifs More in different publi- 
cations ; but, confcious of the purity of her own views, 
fhe paflTed over thofe invidious attempts to prejudice the 
public mind againft her in filence. 

Another remarkable phenemenoh m that neighbourhood 
a^fo attraSed Mifs More's curiofity and benevolence about 
that time. A flrange female, of elegant figure and man- 
ners, had been feen, for fome confiderable time, hovering 
about the fields near French-hay, and Hanham, of whom 
no particulars could be known. She thankfully received 
any humble food that was prefented to her by the peafants ; 
but always took up her night's lodging'under a hay-ftack. 

Various 



MISS MOKE^ 31^ ^ 

Various attempts were made to gain from her the place of 
jier birth, but in vain. It was evident that (he was a foreign- 
' er, and ftrange furmifes were naturally formed, refpeQing 
her country and connexions. ' Mifs More's humanity was 
roufed upon this interefting occafion ; and chiefly by her 
means the fair ftranger found a conrfbrtable afylum in the 
houfe of Mr. Henderfon, at the Fifhponds, father of the 
celebrated, but eccentric, John Henderfon, of Pembroke 
college, Oxford. 

Ouf benevolent author wrote an account of the ** Maid 
of the Hay-ftack,?' which was printed in moft of the publica- 
tions of the period. 

Mifs More has long been honoured with the particular 
fi-ienddilp of fome of th6 moft diftinguifhed pcrfonages in 
the kingdom. She Ipends fo^he months in the year at the 
Duke of Beaufort's feat in Gloucefterfhire. She is dfy 
greatly efteemed by theBiihop of London, Mr. Wilber- 
force, and other perfons eminc'nt for literature and piety. 

In the village where (he refides, with her fifters, a great 
J and pleaiing rieformarion has' been accomplished by their 
means. Every Sunday evening the children of the funday- 
Ichools, under their immediate patronage, are aflembled in 
the fchool-room, together with the farmers' fervants, and 
fuch other grown peribns as chufe to attend. In this little 
^congregation prayers are offered up, a plain difcourfe read, 
and hymns fung. Pertinent queftions are propofed to the 
^dult part of the auditory, on the plain truths of Chriftia- 
nity ; and the whole of this pleafing fervice* is concluded 
with a cheerful hymn of praife to the pod of all thefe mer-? 
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MR. ALDERMAN BOYDELL, 

In 9 volume containing the bigography of the eminent 
artiAs of this country, chims a peculiar and pr^^minent 
diftin£lion ; for though the productions of hh own iurm 
icannot be clafled with thofi? of men who have devoted 
their lives to the praQical part of (;heir profeflipn, he hgL$ 
rendered more real fervice to the Englifh fchooi than th© 
whole mafs of our£ngli(h nobility^ aruj m^y very fairly 
be denominated the father of th^ ^rts in Gri^t Britain. 

He was born on the 19th of January, 1719, atDorringr 
ion, in Shropihire, of which place his gr:and-f3ther was 
vicar*. His father, who was a bnd-fttrvfiyor, intended 
his fon for his own profeflion ; and b«d lit fiot.beeo for one 
f^f thofe. little accidents which ^etermifi^ the fmth that^en 
fire deftined to walk^ he had wgfted tb»t life, which has been 
fo honourable to himi^lf and beo^goigi to his country, in 
ipeafuriug aiid valuing theapr^s pf 8hrop(bire fqutres, and 
ihe m^^nors of Welfli barouiels. fortunately for himfeJf, 
^nd tlje arts, a trifling incident gjive ^ diflFerent direSion to 
his xnind^ and led him to ^aim at ttie {delineation of fcenes 
jnore pidurefque than the ground-pjans of houfes, bounds 
daries of fialds, or windings of obfcure roads. 

While he was yet very young, pfaance threw in his way 
** Baddeley's Views of diflFerent Country Seats ;" amongft 
them was one of Hawarden Caftle, Plintfliire, which being 
the feat of Sir John Glynn, by whofQ be was then employed 
in his profeffional capacity, and in the pariAi of which his 
father was an inhabitant, naturally attra6i:ed his attention. 

An 

* He wa:; afterwards vicar of Afhbourne, and re^or of Maplcton, 
both in Derby fliire, 
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An exz& delineation of a building he hid fo often contem- 
plated, afforded him pleafure, and excited an aftonifhraent 
eafier to conceive than defcribe., Confidering it as tai en* 
graving, and naturally reile£ling that from the fame copper 
might be taken an almoft indefinite number of impreffiom^ 
he determined to quit the pen and take up the graver^ as 
an inftrument which would enable him to diffeminate what* 
ever work he could produce, in fo much wider a circle. 
This refolution was no'fooner made, than it was put in ex- 
ecution ; for with that fpirit and perfeverance which he has 
manifefted in every fucoeeding (bene of his life, he, at 
twenty-one years of age, walked up to the metropolis, and 
at the age of twenty-One bound himfelf apprentice 
for feven years to Mr. Toms, the engraver of the print 
which had fo forcibly attra£led his attention. 

Tbefe^ and accidents equally trifling, fometimes ttfrad: 
men of ftrong minds into the path tiat leads Jire/f to fitmip 
and have been generally confidered as proving that they 
were born with fome peculiar genius for fome peculiar 
lludy ; though after all, genius is, perhaps, little more than 
what a great moralift has defined it-^^' A mind n/oithfirmg 
fdWiTty accidentally dire^ed to fome particular oijeff ; for it 
is not eafy to conceive that a man who can run a given dif- 
tanoe in a fhort time with his face to the eaft, could not do 
the fame thing if he turned his face to the weft." Be this 
as it may :— It is recorded of Cowley, that by reading Spen- 
fer's Faerie Queen, he became a poet. Pope fays of him- 
felf, that while yet a boy he acquired his firft tafte for 
poefy by the perufal of Sandys's Ovid and Ogilby's Virgil; 
Sir Joftiua Reynolds had the firft fondnefs for his art excited 
by the perufal of Richardfon's freatife on Painting; and, 
as we have before obferved, Mr. Alderman Boydell was in- 

duccd 
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^ duced to (earn the art of engraving by the coarfe prirtt 
of a coarfe artift^ reprcfentmg a mifliapen Gothic 
caftle. 

His condu^ during his apprenticefliip, was eminenify 
affiduous ; eager to attain all poflible knowledge of an art 
on which his mind was bent, and of every thing that woufd 
be ufeful to him, and impelled by an indiiftry that feems 
inherent in his natiire,* whenever he could, he atterfded the 
academy in St. Martin's-lane toperfefl himfelfin drawing; 
his leifure hours in the evening were devoted to the ftudy 
of perfpeQive, and learning French withoot the aid of a 
matter ;— to improve himfelf in the pronunciation of the 
language he had thus acquired, he regularly attended at the 
French chapeh After very fteadily purfuing his bufmefs 
for fix years, finding himfelf a better artift than his teacher, 
he bought from Mr. Toms the laft year of hfs apprentice- 
ihip, and becan>e his own mailer ; aitd the firft ufe hfe 
made of his freedom was to return into bis own country, 

^ where he married a very defervrng younfg perfon to whom 
he had an early attachment, and with whom he lived many 
years in great felicity. During his ftay he made many 
drawings of different romantic fpots, and remarkable build- 
ings, in Derby (hire and Wales, J which he afterwards en- 
.graved: but his firft publication made its appearance in 
•1745, immediately ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^ time, and was 
entitled tAe Bridge-book j it confided of fix fmall-fized 

land-feapes'y 

* How ftriking a contrail docs his conduft form to that of Cbatelaine, 
who was at the fame period employed by Mr. Toms,' and in the fanic 
workfhop etched and engraved at one (hilling an hour; but who, with all 
his taHe and taknts, and he had much of both, was fo diilipated and idle, 
that at the expiration of the firft half-hour he frequently demanded his 
iizpence^ and retired to a neighbouring alehoufe to expend itw 

J Among thefc were a view of the flraits in Dovedale, Matlock baths, 
Cronxford, Bceiloji-caftlr, Chcfler^caftle, Conway caftle, and Dcnbigli 
canic. 
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l&nd-rcapes, defigned and engraved by himfetf^ and fold at 
a (hilling. With this the public were pleafed, and the 
fale of it encouraged and enabled him to proceed with vi- 
gour in his future works. The paper and printing would 
now coft more than the fum the book was at that time fold 
for. 

The arts were then at a very low ebb : inferior prints, 
fr6m poor originals, were almoft the only works which our 
Englifli artifts were thought capable of performing, nor 
were they (with the exception of the inimitable Hogarth, 
and two or three more), in general, qualified for much 
better things. The few people who had a tafte for higher 
art, gratified themfelves by the purchafe of Flemifli and 
haltan pi^ures, or French prints ; for which, even at that 
period, the empire was drained of very large fums of mo- 
ney. This, to a young man, who felt that his own intereft 
was hurt, and the nation difhonoured, and who was con- 
iciousthat, with proper encouragement, better things ihight 
be done, muft have been a mortifying profpeQ. Bur 
though he might lament that the courfe of the flream ran 
fo much againft his own and his country's interefl, his 
powers did not then enabb him to turn the current ; he, 
therefore, for the prefent, followed it, and defigned and 
engraved many views of places in and about London ; 
which were generally publiflied at the low price of one (hil- 
ling each. Befides thefe,he copied many prints from Van- 
develde. Brooking, Berghem, Ofbde, Caftiglione, Salyator 
Rofa, &c. + 

The facility with which he dreW, etched, and managed 

the 

f Evea at this period^ he was fo much alive to fame, that after having 
pall fcveral months in copying an hitlorical piaure of Coriolanus, hj 
Scbaftian Concha, he fo much ^ifliked his own engraving, that he cut the 
plate to p'd^ccs. 
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the dry neccffe, enabled him to complete t great tiumber of 
prints ; and with a view of (hewing the improv«mem of 
the art fince the time of their publication, the alderman 
lately collcded the whole into one port folio, and publifh- 
ed it at five guineas'^. In hit intredudion to this work, he 
fairly remarks : 

** That to the lovers of the fine arts it may be an objefl: 
of fome curiofity, as it was from the profits of thefe prints 
that the engraver of them was firft enabled to hold out en- 
couragement Co young artii^s in this line, and thereby, he 
flatters himfelf, has- fomevrhit oontributed to bring the art 
of engraving in England to fiich a ftate of fuperiority. It 
may iikewife be added, that tkis is tie fifjt hook tiai ever 
-made a Lfrd Mayor of Londmt. Few men have had the hap^^ 
pinefs of feeing, in a fingle Uf&-time, fuch a rapid improve-: 
mtnt; and the publi(her will be gratified, if in the future 
hiftory of the art, his very extenfive undertakings (hall be 
thought to have contributed to it. When thefmallnefs of 
this work is compared with what has followed, he hopes it 
will tmprefs all young artids witii the truth of what he has 
already held out to them-^that indujiryy pstience, (Mdp4rfe-> 
verance^ united to talents^ are certain to furmm^ all iifficuU 
ties:' 

To return from the alderman's precepts, to his publicati* 
ons. Finding that the tafte for prints encreafed, and that 

fums 



* The number of thefe prints, which were drawn and engraved at a 
time when the artift had much other bufiuefs to attend to, difplayed un- 
common induAry ; and the manner ia wfaioh many of them were exe- 
ctitcd, evince talents, that pradice, and his conditutional pcrfevcrance, 
would have rendered highly refpcclablc. The man who could engrave 
fuch a print as the Medea and Jafon, from Salvator Rofa — 'if he had not 
become the firft in his profeflion— mull have becii in the vtry firfl lint. 
The pen and ink drawing of Wrexham-church, fevenJ views in Derby- 
Aire, ^q, and a very correct and fpirited copy from Hogarth's enraged 
muiician, are now in the poiTc/Tion of Mrs. Nicol^ of Pall-mall. 
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films larger and larger were annually drawn out of this 
country by French anifts, he fought for an Engliih engra- 
ver who could equal, if not excel them— and in Woollet he 
found one. The temple of Apollo from Claude, and two 
premium pii!iures by the Smiths of Chichefter, were a- 
mong the firft that he engraved ; but the Niobe, and the 
Phaeton, from Wilfon, which were publiflied by fubfcriptioa 
at 5$. each, were the two great pillars on which Woollct's 
well-earned reputation was built. For the firft of them, 
the alderman agreed to give the engraver fifty guineas* ; 
and when it was completed he paid him a hundred. The 
fecondi the artift agreed to paint for fifty guineas, and the 
alderman paid him one hundred and twenty. Proof-prints 
were not, at that time, confidcred as having any particular 
value; the few that were taken off to examine the progrefs 
-of the plate, were delivered to fuch fubfcribers as wifhcd to 
have them, at the fame price as the common impreflions. 
Several of thefc have been fince bought in public audions, 
at ten poMnds each. At Mn Hilliard's faic, one of them 
fol'J for eleven guineas. 

The number of fine— of inimitably fine prints vvhich 
have been fince that time engraved in this coun try, have, 
indifputably, fixed the Englifti fchool about every other ia 
Europe ; and been a very important article in the com- 
iqerce of this nation, by altering the balance immcnfely in 
our favour. 

The alderman has not confined himfelf to prints, he has 
.Y alfo 



* Th€ inrtiienfc diflTcrcncc between the priees paid to arlJfts w*ttr and 
thent'vi atmoft incredible : — ^thc MciTrs. Boydells, in tlicir advcrtifement 
to the print of Major Pearfon, aflcrt, that painting the piai rf, engraving 
the print, and every incidental cxpencc, coft them the immenfc fupn oi 

thrm fsndpou xids.' . . ' ' 
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aKo done more towards eftablifliing an Englifli fchoofof 
hiftorical painting than arty other man : it is hardly ntcef^ 
fary to fay, we allude to the Shakfpeare galtery ; an under- 
taking of a magnittide that was nev^r before attempted, 
and conduced in a manner that mutt aflonifh every nation: 
in Europe. Wkh that enthdfiaftic ardour which he feels 
for the promotton of the arts, he has prefented to the cor- 
poration of the city of London feveral very valuable pic-^ 
tures; which are placed in the council chamber, at Guild-* 
hall. Some of them are calculated to commemorate the 
aSions of thofe heroes who have done honor to the Britifli 
name ; J and others, to imprefs on the minds of the rifing 
generation the fentiments of virtue, irtcluftry, and prudence^ 
in feveral very welt-imagined allegorical reprefentations^ 
painted by Mr. Rigaud, Smirke, Weftall, &c. Such is the 
flight nfiemorial of his conduQ, as an ariiifl and proteSor 
of the arts. On his conduft as a citiTien, it is not necefla- 
ry for this page to record any eulogiiim. In the different 
offices of alderman, fherifF, and firff magiftrate of the city 
of London, he has afted in a manner that will be remem- 
bered, and by many remembered gratefully ;-*-for though 
inflexibly juft, he was ever merciful; and when huibands 
came before him, with complaints of their wives ; mafters, 
of their fervants or apprentices; fathers of their children; 
he in variably, and often fuccefsfuily, tried to reconcile 
them to each other, and accommodate their diflFerert- 
ces. 

To the duties of his office he has ever beert peculiarly 
attentive ; and very often, when it was not in his rotation^ 
fapplied the place of a brother aldermain. This, confider- 

J The half length of Lord Heathfield, is, perhaps, the fineft portrait 
that Sir Jolhua Reynolds ever p»ioted« 
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ing the great attention neceflary to his own fc^iHcefs, is no 
flight trouble ; but he has been enabled to do it from hav- ^ 
ing generally arranged his bufinefs, fo as to be beforehand 
with the duties of the occadon. In this, his charaQer is 
diametrically opf)ofite to that of the late duke of Newcaftle ; 
of whom George II. once faid, that he lofi an hour every 
niorning, and was running after it til the reft of the 
day. 

Of the alderman's fimplicity of manners, integrity of 
ftiind, and private worth, much might be faid— but A^ Kmt 
*^and may his life and health be prolonged, and continue 
to be honouraMe to himfelf and ufeful to his fellow-citi- 
^ens^. 

r ■ ' ' 
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THEiubjea of this memoir is defcended from reputable, 
^parents ; very early in life, he, himfelf, was fent to Chrift's 
kofpital) a moft excellent inftitution, which has furnifbed 
the univerfities with admirable fcholars, the church with ma- 
ny learned divines, the navy with able officers ; and what, 
in a commercial nation like this^ is no fmall praife, the ex- 
thange, with enterprifing and fuccefsful merchants. 

The youthful ftudent difcovered an aftonifliing attach- 
ment to books; and what, in fuch an inftitution, is no tri* 
fling diftinftion, aSually got to the top of the fchool fooner 
than ever was known before his tirae.J This rare inftance 
of afliiduity, was accompanied by a paflion, which but feldoni 

Y 2 attends 

X It may not be imifs here to obferve, that his mailers wifre the Rev*. 
Peter Wholley and Rev. Jamc4 PcQDy both kaowa to the ^orldi ji$ literi^ 
ry men. 
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attends on induftry— a ftrongpropenfity for poetry. Popr^- 
fpcaking of himftif, fays : 

** As 3'rt a child, nor yrft a fool to famf, 
• ** I lifp^ in Bambers, for the Dumbem camr.*" 

This feems to have been alfo the cafe of George Dycr^ 
with only this difference, that while the one wooed the 
mufes in his veroaeular tongue only, the other had likewife 
recourfe to a foreign idiontJ, and addreffed the daughters of 
Jupiter and Mnefnofyoe, ia what is fuppofedto have beeix.. 
their native language. TbisclaiSc&l tade, particularly hi» 
ardent attachment to the Greek and Latin authors, at 
length procured him a patron in the perfon of Dr. Afkew^ 
a phyfician of great fortune, and eonfiderable influence ;( 
diflinguifliedforhis knowledge of Greek literature, and hig. 
valuable colleQion of books and MSS. in the fame lan- 
guage. Pleafed with the early proficiency, and eorigenial 
cJifpofition' of the young man, he took an intereft in his 
fludies, aridporfuits^ and prefacing that he would diftin-^ 
guifh himfelf at fome future peried^, promifed that he 
ihoiiW fee him ^mp!y provided fbr. But, afes! foch is tho 
uncertainty of human life, that this worthy man was cot 
ofFfoon after; and that, too, at a time, when hispuptionly 
beheld the bh£vfnsj and had not yet reaHzed the fmiis of 
expeOation. 

Not\<rithflanding this fevere loft, he repaired to Carti^ 
bridge ; and, in confeqtTente of the connexioiy above af> 
fuded t6', choftEmanue! college, where his friend had bcca 
educated. 

It may not be improper here to obferve, that a confide- 
yaWfe time previous to this ej^oqh,. Mr. Dyer acquired fqme- 
f^Rat df it 'glocnijp eoft of nrttii^ and conoe£U!d himfelf 

with 
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wkh many of the fcfkaries. In eonfequence of this, the 
daffies were no longer fuch favourites as before ; rnqderrije- 
ligionifts were recurred to, in preference to heathen poets % 
^nd even the ruling paflion was fufpended : for the mufes 

^^and methodifm do not aflbrt, well together! 

During the greater part of his flay at Enianuel college, 
George led a retired life ; frequenting only the company 
of fome few men who happened to think like himfelf. Hii 
religious propenfities do not feem, howeVeri to have alto^ 

. gfether relaxed his ardour for ftudy, as his application ,was 
flill conlpicuous : though his mind revolted at the tram- 
fnals of collegiate difeipfine. This is not at all \o be won- 
dered at, when his favourite purfuits are recollefted ; for 
men of fervid imaginations are unwilling to fubjeiEhlhemr- 
feWes to the rigors of the Alexapdrjan fohopl ; and altho* 
Ptolemy, king ^ Egypt, difda'med not to become the 
pupil of Euclid, yet but few poets or religionifts have 
evinced a turn for mathematics. Indeed, fuch an averfion 

' \s not difficult to be accounted for : this fublime fcience is 
founded on demonftration^ and it is not on fuch a baiis, that 
^i^iiher the fancy of the one, or the fuperftition of the 
other, can poffibly be ereflted. 

Mr. D's. ftudies were accordingly confined to Metaphy- 

' fics. Theology, and the Claffics. Some time before he 

had taken his degree, his mind began to range abroad, and 

. to fpecuUte freely, relative to fyftematic chriftianity, and 

; abftma: enquiries concerning firft truths. If this propenfi- ^ 
ty bertot unfortunate, it is, at leaft, i/^ro/f/ji/^;. more 
cfpecially to a young man like the prefent, allofwhofe 
hopes in life originated either from hta college or the 
church. The confequenoe was, tiuit after a fit of melan- 

'feboly, the ftern diftates of principle got the better of all 
#nterefted views, and the theologian (for fuch he had now 

become) 
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become) deteriiiincd to overftep the threflioJd of tbe 
church. 

All golden dreams of preferment being thus blafted ia 
the very outfet, by the ^reath of confcientiotis fcruples, 
Mr. D. naturally turned his mind towards a filuation, fbr- 
which he feems to have been admirably adapted, both by 
the excellence of his education, and the placidnef^ of hia 
manners. InftruSed himfelf, he, accordingly, determined 
to inftruft others, and for fome time ailifted the Rev. Dr. 
Grlrnwood, who then kept a very refpeSable academy at 
D^dham, in Efftx, from which he has lately retired. 

But he at length determined to return to Cambridge,^ 
where he made an open avowal of his diflent from the 
eflabliflied church. While at the univerfity, he had become 
acquainted with a very extraordinary man, the Rev. 
Robert Robinfon, the apoftle of the Baptifts, with whom he 
for fome time refided ; at this period, he preached occafi- 
onally in- his meeting-houfe, which almofl faced Emanuel 
college— he alfo appeared frequently in the pulpits of 
others of the diflenting clergy, both at Cambridge, 
Oxford, &c. 

After fignalifing himfelf in this manner for fome time, 
without any particular adherence to creeds or fyftems, Mr. 
D. at length determined to put a period to his miffion. 
' Having repaired to Cambridge, he was encouraged to 
undertake a work on the fiibfcription to the XXXIX arti- 
cles of the church of England. Many of the diflenters 
countenanced the plan ; and there were not wantmg feve- 
ral even within the walls of the uriiverfity who encouraged 
it, fuch as the Rev. Mr. Tyrwhitt, who aSually introduced 
a grace for the removal of what he conceived to be an in- 
tolerable burden, Mr. Hammond, fellow of Queen's, and 
Mr. Frend, fellow of Jiefus*. 

Having now acquired a certain degree of r^putatiot^ 

from 
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from his *^ Inquiry into the Nature of Sifbfcriptions,*^ &c* 
he determined to trv his fortune in London. His firft occuf 
pation in the capital required great memory, and fome 
tivlems ; rfiefe he poffeffed, but it was attended with a der 
gree of drudgery that proved intoleraWe. He accordingly 
foon difcovered, that the office of reporter of the debates in 
tiie Houfe of Commons was imfuitable to his difpofition ; 
he therefore quickly relinquiflied it, and publilhed a -fecond 
edition of his book on fubfcription, greatly enlarged and 
improved. It is a mifcellaneous compofition, and abounds 
with politics, theology, metaphyfics, criticifms on the , 
icriptural text^ an iexamination of the fathers, &c. About 
the fame time he printed a volume of poems, 

Mr. D. novi^ formed an extenfive acquaintance among * 
men of fetters, and engaged in the bufinefs of profeffional 
criticifm, being at that time employed in writing for the 
Reyiews ; he alfo aififted gentlemen in acquiring, or re- 
gaining their knowledge of the claflics. 

It ihould be obfer ved here, that on his arrival in the mer 
tropolis he thr^w off his black coat, and affumed, in all ' 
refpefts, zfecular appearance^ except in refpefl to his hair, 
which ftill favoured of the ecclefiaftical tonfure : he, how- 
ever, has lived long enough in the world to fee even this 
become faflfionable ; for, after having been confined for 
fome centuries to the clergy, it has been recently adopted 
by the beau monde. 

On his coming to tpwn, \\q foijnd party dlfputes and opi- 
nions running very high; but although hehimfcif had been 
an orator in the pulpit, and was accuftomed at tinjes to 
fpeak e}(temporey yet he never delivered his fentimcnts in 
any fociety of the reformers ; for he feeip§ to have confi- 
djsred himfelf in his political noviciate^ and tq have preferv- 
^^ the referve, fo rigorpiifly enjoined to the dtfciples of the 

Sami^n 
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Sanjian fage. But ahhough filent himfelf; he may har^ 
been faid to have, literally, opened the mouths of atkeft \ as 
he wrote feveral fongs for political clubs, calculaled to pro* 
mole feflivity, and relax the brow of care from the fatigue* 
and difappointments of life. 

Spon after the much-dreaded " Rig^hts of Man,** which 
had nearly e(fe£led a revolution in the political world, 
made its appearance, Mr. Dyer, publifhed the firft edition 
of " The Complaints of the Poor People of England^'* 
with the motto of " fiat juftitia." This muft be confefled, 
eyen ajt that time, to have been a bold pamphlet ; now \t 
would be intolerable^ and n^ight fubje£b publifher, ^ aulhor, 
and, perhaps, printer, to the unfriendly greetings of biiSi 

JVIaj|eJly'9^Axtorney -general ! 

His next work was a treatife on the " Theory and Prac- 
tice of Benevolence," intended as an appendix to the for- 
met; it contains fome fafks relative to the ftate.prifoaets. 
After this followed his ** Memoirs of the life and Wriring^ 
of Robert Robiofon, l^te Minifter of the Diflenting Con- 
gregation, in St. Andrew's Parifli, Cambridge." 

The next performance, of any fize, by Mr. Dyer, ap^ 
peafs to be " The Poet's Fatej^" produced in 1 79.7^ ia 
which he traces in fome very good lines the fuflferings and 
diftreffes of the votaries of the mufes not only in moderoj^ 

• but alfo 

" In ancient times, long ejre poor Butler fijh'd, 

«* Or dinncrlcfs the poliih'd 1/Ovelace died." 

This is to be fbllowed by " Poetic Sympathies." 

He has puBliflied, befides thofe already enumerated, a 
Satirical Prologue to the celebrated Latin comedy of Pgno- 
ramus, in which he does notfpare even lofwn Jleevesy when 
» proper occafion offers ; and he hm lately- undertaken' to 

print 
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print 1ms poetical works, for which there is the promife of 
a .handCbme fubfcription. 

On the whole, George Dyer muft be allowed to be a 
fmgular charafter. In order'to fumifti his mind with faSs, 
and gratify his eye with a pleafing romantic fcenery, he un* 
jdertook, and adually accompUflied, a tour, principally, 
if not wholly, onfooty through the moft interefting parts 
of England, Scotland, and Wales. No man in this 
country is more converfent with what niay be termed the 
cradle and the grave of genius — the free-fchools and the 
priibnsof the ifland, xnoft of which he has vifited in per- 
fyvu The prefent (late of his mind, in refpefb to religion, 
we are wholly unacquainted with ; of all the ancient fe&, 
however, he fcems moft to referable tl^ Peripatetics, who 
placed the Jummum bonum, ^^ not, in the pleafuresof paflivo 
fpn&tion, but in thi& due exercife of the moral and in- 
telledual faculties." Lik|5 jthem too, he has been accuf- 
tpmed to imbibe or retail inftruSion while he walked ; and 
^ thij^ country has not, like Athens of oki, a Feripaton, 
l\e frequently iodlulges in the ftreet, or the public road. 
-* There is another peculiarity obfervable in this gentle- 
man ; this confifts in the rejeflion of all tales from his 
wprks ; for which, he fays, he has hiftory, philofophy, 
^nd even Chriftianity on his fide. He alfo pbferves very 
ibrewdly in one of his publications, ^^ that thofe artificial 
f* diftinSions which originated in tyranny, and are perpe-f 
'' tuated by cuftom, lie at the bottom of many ferioit^ 
f * evils that eiift in fociety." A. 
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THIS gentleman is the only fdn of a refpcQable Italia<^ 
merchant, who has long refided in this country, and who 
h well known and efteemed upon 'Change. 

The 
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The early part of his youth was paflTed at the country 
refidence of his father at Enfield, where he was fent to a 
neighbouring fchool Here he learnt nothing but a little 
imperfea Latin ; enough, however, to perceive that 
there were beauties in Virgil and Hotace, which his peda- 
gogue could not a/Tift him in difcerning and appreciating. 
After a refidenceof feveral years, the afftQioQate care of 
his parents affifted him with a variety of matters ; but as 
he revolted againft the difcipline of elementary knowledge, 
it was refolved that he (hould be fent to a private feminary 
in the city of Amfterdam. A year had fcarcely pafled 
tihder his new tutor, when he became the matter of his 
mailer. If he had made no progrefs in ciafljcal literature, 
he had now, however, acquired a confiderable knowledge 
of ail the modern languages ; he declaimed pafliges from 
the plays of the Spanifl) Calderon, the Lufiad of the Por- 
tuguefe Camoens, the Jerufalem of Taflb, and particu- 
larly from the Henriade of Voltaire. He formed a paffionT 
ate attachment to the higher clafs of French writers; he 
felt with all the energy of tafte, the rich imagination and 
feduSive periods of RoufTeau, the pointed and brilliant 
diaion of ypltaire, and the concifenefs and delicacy of 
Montefquieu. 

On returning to his native country, he again retired to 
the country-houfe of his father. He now indulged more 
extenfively in an uninterrupted perufalof authors of tafte. 
He faw, with pleafure^ that he was neither adapted by 
nature, nor defigned by his friends, for a commercial life. 
Having made a tour through France and Italy, he returned 
with a valuable collodion of t3pok§, particularly in the 
French language. He now had a confirmed tafte for 
t^e literature of that refined and volatile people ; and, as 
behas obftrvcd, amoqg them he not only fbui^d wprks of 

tafte^ 
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itafte, not elfewhere to be met with, but a vaft refource for 
the Materia Literaria^ which exifts in no other nation. 

The earilieft performance avowedly by Mr. D'lfraeli is 
** A Poetical Epiftle on the Abufe of Satire,'* which Was 
written, we underftand, to gratify a certain man of let- 
ters, who was his neighbour, and who fmarted under the 
fcourge of Peter Pindar. Asra firft produffcion, it exhibits 
his poetical taleat$ to qonfiderable advantage. This effii- 
fion afterwards procured him the friendship of Dr. Woloot, 
who has not only encouraged his poetical efforts, by une- 
quivocal, marks of his approbation, but conferred on' him 
ftill more ufeful Cervices, by many proofs of his friendfliip. 

In 1 790, Mr. D'lfraeli made a more formal appearance 
in public, by addrefllnga poem^ entitled " A Defence of 
Poetry," (o the prefent laureat. The whole edlHon, ex- 
cepting this few copies fold, was burnt by the author ; uri- 
(defervedly, it (eems, for the Monthly Review of March, 
J 791, gives it the following charadter :-— 

<« Mr. lyifracliis among the few modern poets who have attained their 
f* favour, (the mufcs) ; they appear, from the teftimony before us, to 
" have diftinguiflicd him from the crowd, and to have allowed him a 
"plenteous draught from their fountaiin of infpiration. He is not with* 
« out a knowledge of the rcquifites of genuine poetry : his verification 
f is elegant, flowing, and harmonious; nor can we read xhs% fpecimcn 
f< of his abilities, without perceiving that be has devoted hia d^ys ^d 
f bis nights to our immortal Pope,'* 

In 1791, from thefe elevations of poetry, bur author 
defcended into the humble, but, with him, the agreeable 
and entertaining path of compilation. Thfe firft volume of 
his "Curiofities of Literature^' was publiftied anonymouf- 
ly ; but the fafcination of public favour induced him to 
prefix his name to the fecond, Thefe compilations foon 
bepaipe popular, and have been a fource of numerous imi- 

tations. 
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tations. The ▼oluines form a rich repofitory of literary 
anecdote, and contain many original and well-written cri- 
. ticifms. ,The rapid fale of three large editions is the bcil > 
proof of the public optnioa. 

As an original writer, ^e foon afterwards produced his 
•* Diflertation on Anecdotes," of which work the Critical 
Review for January, 1794, obferves, that 

■ ^ 

** This 16 an eccentric, an ingenious, and philcvfophkal pfrformaacc 
^ The author* in a very matlcrly Mray, vindicates the.dctailer of aneo- 
•♦dotes from the charge of being a literary trifler, s^nd his jemarks are 
♦ extremely fcnfible and entertaining ; they arc^ivcn in a lively (train of 
'**' reafoning, and form a very judicious and curious fpecuWtbn,* 

This was followed by his *' Effay on the Literary Cha- 
rafler.'* The merits pf this ingenious and original per- 
formance are too generally known to require any eulogium 
in this place. 

In 1 796, he produced a volume of Mifcellanies ; it is 
not fo original as his two former produ6lions,: but the 
didion, as ufuat, is highly poliflied, and the anecdotes 
iare uncommon and curious. 

His laft perforipance was a phjlofophical hovel, in two 
volumes, under the title pf ^- Vaurien." The chief ob- 
jeftof this work was to fatirize certain literary eccentrici- 
ties and monjiroftties which have lately beenr obtruded upon 
the public. Some of the ganrie was doubtlefs fair • a few 
charaflers were, however^ too much overftrained and ca- 
ricatured to imprefs every reader with the juftice of the at- 
tack. To exaggerate is the conamon^ failing of allfaty- 
riilsand caricaturifts, and Mr.D'Ifraeli may not, perhaps, 
have exceeded the ufual licence. 

ilc h at this time engaged upon a >york, ^hicb, from a 

publiihed 
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publifflied' fpccimen§, promires confiderably to' exalt h» 
reputation as a fine writer. Iris tdconfift of fe?eral ro- 
mancesy embellifliedwitboriginarpoctty. 

Mr. D'lfraeli IS unmarried, and at this time about thirty 
years of age. His habits and connexions are as ftri6^1y li- . 
terary as thofe of any refident of the metropolis* Few per- 
fons read and write more ; fcarcely any com pofe with equal 
rapidity ; and, if clofe appHcalion do not injure his heakh, 
the execution of fome of his literary defigns promife confi- 
derabic future gratification to the public. ' A. D, 



THE REV. DAVID WILLIAMS, 

THE life of this gentleman is not barren of incident, 
for unlike that of moftmenof letters, his has been aSive 
and enterprising ; and very few of his movement* l«wc 
been unaccompanied with a correfpondent effefiL 

Mr. Williams was born in Wales. His father's circoni- 
ftances having become fome what embarrafFed^ in confie- 
<}uence of fome unfuccefsful fpeculations in mines* be 
fought for refuge from thereflefHons incident to the ftatein* 
to which he had involved himf<elf, and num^ousfamily, 
by flying to the comforts of religion* / 

He at this time refided in Glamorgan fliire^ whcrebis 
fon David was born ; who, with his other children, were 
fent to a neighboariilg fcbool for education. Old Mr. 
Wiitiam», by alTociating with the methodifls, had imbibed 
their principles ^i\d entbufiafm ; and refotvedto train tip 
his fon te the church, probably intending him for a teach- 
er among his feQ, and, no doubt, expeSing him io be^ 
come one of its faints ! 

David 

§ Vide Monthly Magazine, page 368, May, 179S. 
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David difcovered lively and promrAng abilities; but fijch 
ar by ito means qualified him for the (lation allotted him^ 
tp which, iiideed,. he had an infuparaWe repugnance. 
Yet a psireni's dying injunftions controlled his ferolufion, 
and he went relu6bntly through the preparatory forms of 
education, neceflary to fit him for the diflcnting miniflry. 

His firft appearance, inthecharaaerof i preacher, was 
atFroome^ in Somerfclfhire ; where, although he could 
not conceal the diflike he entertained to the primnefs and 
precifenefs of the diflTentefs ; yet befoon made himfelf be- 
loved and admired by his congregation. His reputation 
for abilities, fpread fo rapidly, that at the age of twenty-* 
two, he v/as invited to Exeter, as the fucceflbr of twa 
celebrated paftors $ and he underwent the re.quifife forma* 
licies of ordination j in order to qualify him for the miniP 
try in the Arian congregation there^ 

Soon after this, he embarked in a plan which originated 
at Liverpool, to introduce a Socinian liturgy among the 
diflenters. A fociety, for this purpofe, had been founded 
at^heOflagon chapel there, by the perfons who had con- 
ceived the dfcfi«n ; and Mr. Williams foon perfuaded his con- 
gregation to adopt it ; this affords no common inftanca of 
their attachment to him ! In that city, he might have lived 
an eafy and agreeable life; but he at length became difguft-' 
cd at fome hypocritical fchemes^ difcovered by him, and 

•aflually determined to quit the Weft of England- 

On his arrival in London, he received fome difliriguifhed 

civilities from the diffenters, and did duty at one of their 

congregations at Highgate, until he had prepared a plath 

of education which he meant to carry into pra£lice. 

While at Highgate, he preached a cgurfe of ** ScFmoQS 

•on Religious Hypocrify," which he publifhed m two vo-^ 
lumes, 8vo. In 1 770, he wrote a poigoairt ^' Letter to 

Mr. Garrick^ 
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Mr. Garrick, on his condiia and talents as nlartager and 
performer ;** this was folfowed by a work called " the? 
Phllofopher," confiding of tliree polemical converfations ; 
with dedications to Lord Mansfield, and the bifliop of 
G loucefter. 

When a refpcSable body of clergy, chiefly dlflenters, 
met at the Feathers tavern^ to petition for relief in the 
fobfcription to the thirty-nine articfes. Mr. Williams was 
applied to, and at their folicitation, drew up fome ** Eflays 
on Public Worfliip, Patriotifm, and Projefis of Reforma- 
tion; which were printed and publiflied, but arefaid to 
contain fentiments approximating more towards deifmthan 
his employers wirtied. An appendix was added afterwards, 
which is peculiarly fevere on the conduS of tne diffenters, 
with whom he afterwards broke off allconneSion. 

About the year 1773, he brought forward his plan of 
education, founded on the outline given by Commenius, 
when he was invited here, to reform theEnghfti fchools ; 
and whofe defign was fruftrated by the civil wars, Mr. 
Williams diftinguifhed himfelf, on this occadon, ia 
fiich a manner, that although he was a ftranger in the 
neighbourhood, and his religious tenets lay under fome 
imputation among the orthodox, yet he met with great en- 
couragement. The honorarium of his pupils, was high ; 
but, notwithftanding this, their number was confiderable. 
He was now in a fair way of making his fortune, and of 
introducing a more rational and eafy mode of education ; 
when, at this critical period, he loft his wife, a lofs, which, 
notwithftanding all his philofophical fortitude, he was un- 
able to fupport : he accordingly fled both from his habita- 
tion and inftitution, to take'flielter in the remote part of 
Derbyftiire, where, for fome time, he indulged his me- 
lancholy. 

• While 



536 MH. WILLJAM?.. 

While at Chelfea, he publKhed a Treatife on EJucation^. 
in 2 duodecimo volume ; which contains fome uncommon- 
ly acute and judicious remarks on that fubjefty ^nd dif- 
clofcs his fentiments with refpcft to revealed religion. 

During his refidence there, the celebrated Dr. Franklirr^ 
with whom he was intimate, took refuge in his houfe, 
from the ftorm he apprehended would follow Mr. Wedder-. 
burners unwarranted attack on him at the council-board > 
an event which is faid to have had more effefit towards, the 
crifis which foon followed, than can be eafily imagined^ 
And here, we are aflured it was that the philofopher 
of Penfylvania, concerted with his friend the plan of a 
deiftical and philofophical leQure. This fcheme was, at 
length, carried into pra£lice ; for on his return -^to Lon- 
d<^, Mr. Williams opened a chapel in Margaret- ftfeet„ 
Cavendifti-fquare, in which he was fupported by feveraf 
perfons of oonfequence and fprtune, &c. &c. The com* 
plexion of his difcourfdS| was, however, neither relifh- 
ed by churchmen nor diffenters ; accordingly, although 
many went to hear him,, few enrolled their names as mem- 
bers. ^ 

While officiating in this capacity, he publiflied thd. 
Inauguration Sermon, two volumes of LeQures on the 
Univerfal Principles of Religion and Morality, and a Li-, 
turgy for the Chapel. Notwithftanding a variety of obfta- 
cles, he continued his labours, during a period of nearly 
four years ; but as the fubfqribers did not increafe, he re- 
moved to a private room, where he delivered his opinions 
before thofe who fupported the inftitution. Hisfocicty was^ 
indeed, fmall ; but it was as refpe6table as any in England^ 

Mr. Williams's other publications confift of a pamphlet 
on " The nature and Extent of Intelleaual Liberty ;" */ A 
Plan of Aflbciation, on Confljtutional Principles," a tra6fcj 

written 
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\frrhten at the time of the riots in London ; '* Letters on 
Political Liberty ;" occafioned by the county meetings and 
affixiiations, in 1782; ** Ledlures on Political Principles," 
and " Leftures on Education ;" and, a ** Hiftory of 
Moiimouthdiire,'* in one volume, 410. 

Several anonymous works have been attributed to Mr. 
Williams, fochas " Royal Recolleftions ;" but it is fo in- 
finitely beneath his abilities, that no one of his friends can 
alloVi' it to be his, Thfe " LelTons to a Young Prince," 
dnd " An Apology for profefling the Religion of Nature in 
the eighteenth Century,'* may poffibly have come from 
hrs pen, and they are not unworthy of it. Some of the 
tb6vt works, which mud be allowed to poflfefs alargeihare 
cf intrinfic merit, (hew that Mr. W. had eajly turned his 
thoughts to political enquiries ; and this important branch 
bf knowledge is faidtohave been firft fuggefted to his mind 
in confequence of his affiftancc having been called for, in 
fbme parliamentary tranfaQions. , 

His religious and political opinions at length connected 
iiim intimately whh the popular party in this country, and 
his celebrity recommended him to the notice of the Giran- 
tlifls in France, who invited him over to aflift them in the 
Formaiion of the Conftitution. He was intihiately ac-^ 
quainted with Briflbt* while in England ; and this journey, 
which introduced him to the friendfhip of all the great po- 
litical leaders of the day, was not unaccompanied with 
Tome perfonal danger; for, as he recommended mercy to 
the king, the Jacobi«s branded him with the title of ray- 

Z alift, 

♦ Briflbt firfl kecamc aequainfifd with Mr. WiHiams in confequence of 
the writings of the lattef. On hig return to his native country, amidft 
the turmoils of one of the moft wonderful revolutions that ever agitated 
mankind, he confulted Mr. W. as his oracle, and was forewarned by 
hnti of his dangef. Had he followed his advice, the prcfcnt fituatioa of 
France, and, iodccd; of Europe, might -hare lieen more aufpicious! 
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alifty and he was adually denounced as fuch in their club^. 
Mr. Williams faw fo clearly the defigns of this faSion, and* 
was fo certain of the refult, that lie foretold to their oppo- 
nents, when he parted with them, that, if they did not 
deftroy the Jacobins, the Jacobins would foon deftroy 
themTl 

Socii after his return, a very extraordinary inftance of 
the offence he liad given to a certain quarter occurred. He 
had been engaged by Mr. Bowser, of Pall Mall, to write 
the Hiftory of England, from the Revolution to the pre- 
fenttime; this was defigned as a continuatioii of Hume, 
and was to be ornamented with fuperb plates. The firft 
artifts in the kingdoni were employed on the occafion, and 
Mr. Williams's name was announced m the profpeSus, 
evidently written by himfelf. But this engagement with 
the public was broken, after the intended author had made 
every nectflary arrangement incident to fo grand an under- 
taking. In fliort, he was ^informed by Mr. Bowyer, that 
his fervices mtijl be difpenfed with, in coniequence of cer- 
tain intimations of the difpleafure of a great perfonagef 
Mr. Bowyer, however, found that a compromife was nev 
celTary to proteck him from a fuit in chancery. 

We have now detailed fome of the events, by which' 
the life of this extraordinary man has been marked. What 
his emplojrment may be at prefent, is not generally 

known, 

f The celebrated Madame Roland fpeaks highly of the political talents- 
of Mr. Williams, in many parts of hijr very animated werk. 

** Paine, fays fhe, *^< is better calculated to pro.duce a revolution, (haxv. 
»* to aflift in the formation of a conftitution. He feizes, he cllahlifhes, 
** thofe grand principles, the expofition'oi which ftrikcs every one at firft 
** fight, ravifhes a club, and produces cnthufiafm at a tavern ; but for the 
<* cool difcuffion of a committee for the conaedted labours of thelegiflator, 
<* I confider 

David Williams, 
** as infinitely more proper. 

** Williams, although, like him, created a French citizen, was not no-* 
•** iiiinatcd to the convention > where yhe would have proved infinitely . 

« more^ 
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known, but he ftlll continues to diftinguifh himfelf by his 
laudable exertions in fupport of a moft ufeful inftilution, 
" The Literary Fund," of which he is faid to-be the found-^ 
er ; and is fuppofed to be occupied during the feffion, by 
parliamentary ftudents. 

Againft fo bold, fo manly, and fo able an advocate in be- 
half of civil and religious liberty, much malignity has oc* 
cafionally been difplayed ; to deprecate fuch malignity, or 
defend him from the attacks of the enemies of fuch prin- 
ciples, would be fuperfluous, becaufe it would be unnecef- 
fary. We leave the friend of Franklin, and Roland, to 
defend himfelf, whenever an aflailant fhall appear worthy: 
offuchaconteft. 



GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 

THIS gentleman boafts a name well known in the an- 
nals of claflical literature ; and it is alfo intimately con- 
nected with the queftions that have lately agftated the 
mindsof the thinking part of the<3ommunity, on the 
fubjefl: of religion ; nor has it been without celebrity in 
the field of political controverfy. RefpeQing fuch a {>er- 
fon, the opinions of his fellow-citizens will be as various, 
perhaps, as their principles. Our judgment, too often, 
Cameleon-Iike, borrows its decifions from the hue of party ; 
and, unfortunately, we are never lefs candid, than when 
political and religious enmities warp around, and pervert 
the miiYd from its natural bias towards juAicp. 

Z 2 An 

« more ufeful. But the government invited him to Paris, where he paf- 
<* fed feme months, and con verfed often with the principal deputies. 

" A fage thinker, a real friend to mankind, he appeared to me to com- 
*' bine th ir modes of happincfs, as well as Paine dcfciibed thofe evils 
«< that conftituted their mifcr>%" 
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An outline of Mr. Wakefield's life has already been laitf 
before the public by himfelf*, and from it we learn, " that 
h« w«s introduced into this planet on February 22d, I756>' 
in the parfonage-houfe ©f St. Nicholas, in Nottingham, of 
vhtch church his father was then reSor.** It appears that 
his paternal grandmother olaimed her defcent both from 
the Ruflell family, the illuftrtous head of which, in the 
reign of th^ fecond Charles, bled for the caufe of freedom;. 
ftnd that great lawyer. Sir Edward Coke, the latter part of 
whofe life was devoted to the liberties of his country. WitK 
ftioh progenitors, added to a fpirit ©f hberal enquiry, it is 
but little wonder that he fh'ould dare to think for himfcIf^ 
^ind become a ftickler for the popular cauftr! 

Gn his origin, however,.Mr. W. does noifccm to plum*, 
bimfelf : 

««■ Malo pater tibi fit Thcrfitcs, dummodd, tu fis 
* iEacidz fimilis, Vulcaniaquc arma capeflas ; 
** Therfitae iknilciB qjiim te ptoditcsiJt Acbiilt«»'f 
« Give me T herfires' fon, who bravely wiclds> 
*" Vttkanian armour in embattlt^l fieldt, 
•* Jlefore Tlvcrfites of Achiljeft' lii»€ ^ 
•• Degenerate offspring of a lire divioc i** 

From his earlkft infancy, the fubjeft of rhefe n^moir^' 
appears to have evinced a difpofition of mind uncocumonly 
grave and ferious. In addition to tJws^ he difpl^yed ao- 
ardent thirft for knowledge, feWom equalled, peih;4ps= 
never furpaffed in any hwaian bofom » and what is truly 
wonderful, it has always i?on>iDued unimpaired to this 
'ihour. At the age of three years and three months, whon 
he went to thfc fchool of »n ancient feoaale^JttiU it exift- 

* «« Memoir* of the Life of Gilbert Wakefield^ B., A.?* I vol. 8vo. 

eacc. 



MR. WAILEFIELD. 34 1 

enccj he could fpell the longcfi words, repeat his catechiffli 
^without hefitation^ and read the gofpels with fluency;*^ 
for this early proficiency, he*wa& indebted to the attention 
of a kind mother. During the following Whitfuntide 
holidays, and at Chriftmas in the fame year, he difplayeda 
inemory equally precocious. 

When he had attained his fcventh year, he was initittod 
yi the Latin language, at the free-fchool oif Nottinghanitt 
under the Rev. Dr. Samuel Beardinorc, afterwards mafter 
4Dfthe Charter-houfe ; but to this refpeSable ich6lar ai^ 
gentleman, whom he charaQerifes ^* as an acrimonious 
divine,'* he difavows any obligations whatever, and, afrSr 
^a lapfe of thirty years, he ftill recolieas his throatg. 

At the age of nine he was removed to Wilford, neir 
Nottingham, then uiider the direSion of a preceptor of 
different charaSer, a man of unparalleled jSmplicity of 
manners ; he erred, however, in being *^ righteoas over* 
«iuch," for he fubjefted the pupils to a rigorous confine- 
njent of no lefs than thirtceo hours daily 2 with the interv 
ipiffion of only one hundred and twenty minutes, for 
hreakfaft and dinner. This praflice is unfavourable to 
health, and militates againft thjg falutary ipaxinj of tfic 
Roman poet : 

" Et puer es ; nee tc quicqaam, nifi ludere, oportet ; 
" Lude ; decent aofios moliia regua tuos.t' 

On the elder Mr. Wakefield's pron^otiqn to the vicarage 
of Kingfton, he was removed from reftraints too irkfome^ 
even for a boy of his applicationi^ and placed under his 
father's curate. There, again, he was unfortunate, for 
his nevy preceptor proved to be one of tbofe " Pedagogical 

Jehus," 
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Jehus/' fatirifed by a great EngHfli* divine ; and, indcccJ, 
it is not a little remarkable, when the importance of the 
fubjed is confidered, how few are qualified for the tafk of 
in(lru3ion, and how carelefs parents in general are, refpeQ- 
ing the choice of thofe who are to form the infant minds of 
their offspring. 

At the age of thirteen, Mr. Wakefield, at length, 
'found in the perfon of the Rev. Richard Wooddefcn, 
father of the prefent Vinerian profeflbr, a preceptor better 
fuited to his tafte, at leaft fo far as difcipline was concern- 
ed. His academy feemed a kind of hot-bed for feedling 
authors; Meflrs. Stevens, Keatc, Gibbon, Hayley, and 
Baron Maferes, being all nurtured there; yet he himfelf, 
hardly ever publifhed any thing, and his ftore of latinity 
does not appear to have been great ; but he poflefled a 
benignant temper, and although armed with a ferula to 
the full as awful as the fceptre of a defpot, his was a gen- 
tle reign. 

After tailing the ftreams of Greek and Rom^n literature 
at their fountain head, his parents began to think offend- 
ing him to the univerfity, on which a (tudentcy in Chrift- 
church, Oxford, was offered him; this he luckily efcaped, 
in eohfequence of his fatlier's predileQion for his own col- 
lege; and it ftiil feems to afford a fubjed of exultation to 
the fon, even in his riper years : as " orthodox theology, 
high church politics, and paflive obediende to the powers 
that be, fit enthroned," according to him, in a feminary, 
once " nutrix heroum," the venerable nurfe of Somers, 
Hales, Selflen, Chillinijworth, and Locke. 

At length he obtained a fcholarfhip in Jefus College, 
Cambridge ; and it fo happened, that he exaftly fuited 

•^' • the 

* 9ee tbe difcourfe on '* Education," (in his printed ftrmons, 6 vol. 
8vo.) by Dr. Robert South, pubhc orator oi the univerfity of Oxford, 
prebendary of Weflminiler, &c. &c. an able man, and a great time- 
fcrvcr, but who could not get a bifLoprick ! 
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•intention of the foundel-, who preferred " the fon of a liv- 
.ing clergyman, born at Nottingham," both of which con- 
tjitions, as may have been obferved, happened to be 
.united in him. 

As foon as he was fettled at the univeffity, Mr. W. 
.refumed his claflical ftudies, which had fulFered a long 
fufpenfion, in confequence of a putrid fore throat and 
fever, followed by a vacation of .feveral months.^ The 
.college leSures in algebra and logic, were, however, par- 
ticularly odious to him. So enamoured was he of ^laffic 
ground, that it was long before he^ could prevail upon him- 
felf to approach the lefs inviting regions of fcience and 
philofophy. At laft, however, he overcame his prejudices, 
and actually opened Euclid, ** The old Carpenter," as he 
was jocularly termed by a young man^ )vho, like, himfelf, 
had become a mathematipian by compulfioin. 

During a five years continuance at Cambridge, he rofeby 
five o'clock in the morning, during both winter and fum- 
pier^ but notwithftanding this^ whidi implies a fevere 
attention to ftudy, he was fond of fogiety at his meals. 

In the third year of his refidence, he became a candidate 
for Dr. Browne's threip medah, and accordingly produced 
9 couple of odes in G-reek and Latin, and alfo a pair of 
Epigrams; the firft and lafl: exercifes^ according 10 his 
own opinion, were unworthy of the reward, but bethought 
he was hardly ufed refpeSing the Horatian ode ; and had 
not the fon of Dr. Cooke, then provoft of King's, been 
claimant at the fame time, it is highly probable, that he 
would have fucceeded. 

His academical ftudies had hithijrto refund leifure for 
theological enquiries ; a branch of learning, which his 
native ferioufnefs of difpofuion, and his fpirit of enquirer 
r^endered peculiarly appofite. At laft, during the long 

vacatioii 
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vacation of 1775, he began to cultivate Hebrew, withput 
the aid of which, he deemed an acquaintance with the 
text of the new teftament impoflible. 

On January i6th, 1776, he took his degree of B. A^ 
with feventy-four other candiates for academical honours ; 
and, on this occafion, he was nominated to the fecond 
poft. Soon after tliis, (April i6th,) he was eleSed fellow y 
«i\d, in the courfe of the fame year, he printed at the 
wniverfity-prefs, a fmall coHeQion of latin poemf;| with a 
few notes on Horace, by way of appendix. 

In 1777, he obtained the fecond of the four yearly 
prizes, prefented by the members for the univerfity. In 
J 778, he fioifhed an exercife, at inns, &c. during a jour- 
ney, which he had begun at college; this he trufted tq 
Ihe fidelity of a crofs-country waggoner, and firft teamed 
his fuceefs through the medium of a London newfpaper 1 
He thus appears to have been fecond wrangler, fecond 
iocdalift, and the fecond in the bachelcr^s prize for both 
years. 

On the 22d of March, 1778, he was ordained a deacon 
by Dr. Hinchiiffe, bifhop of Peterborough, in the chapel 
of Trinity college, at the age of twenty-two years and 
one month. It would appear, that previoufly to this peri- 
od, the ftudent had enquired into the nature and tendency 
of fubfcription, having frnce regarded his acquiefcence, in 
this point, as the moft difengenuous aft of his whole life: 
^d ftigmatifed fome of the articles, as ** unfufferabfy 
*• ftupid, beyond the fottiflmefs of even Hottentot divi- 

On April 14th, Mr. W. left the univerflty for th^ 
curacy of Stockport, in Chefhire. 

He did not, however, remain fong here, for we find 
hitifi, foon- after, with his brother at Richmond, decidedry 

averfe 
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^erfe. to the'renewal of fubfcription, and embarraffed at 
the idea of ecclefiaftical funftions. 

It is not a little remarkable, that Mr. W. feeras, on this 
Dccafion, to have been nearly in the fame cilemma, in 
which a member of the very fame univerfity, and affuredly 
the greateft genius of his age, found himfelf about a cen« 
tiiry and a half before ; for^Milton thus ex preffes himfelf, 
without any fcruple on the occadon, to a correfpondent who 
wilhed him to take orders, ** to which," fays he, " by the 
intention of my parents, and my friends I was defiined of 
a child, and in mine own refolutions, till coming to fome 
maturity ofyears, and perceiving what tyranny had invaded 
the church, that he who would take orders, muft fubfcribe 
flave, and take an oath withall, which, unlefs he took, 
with a confcience that could retch, he muft either ftrait per- 
jure or fplit his faith ; I thought it better to prefer a blame- 
jefs filence btfore the oflSce of fpeaking, bought and begtm 
>vith feryitude and forfwearing*." 

Every qonfcientious refolution, more efpecially when in 
evident oppofitloq to felf-intereft, favours of magnanimity; 
and fuch was a3ually the cafe in both inftances. Shut out 
from church preferment by principle, Mr. W. bethought 
himfelf of a lefs lucrative fituation, and accordingly applied 
for Breewood-fchool, in StafFordfliire, which he moft pro^ 
bably would have obtained, had it not been, that, even in 
this inftitution, fubfcription was a6lually neceffary, as if 
education were indiflblubly connefled vmh the eftabliflied 
faith ! 

Soon after this difappointment, he accepted a curacy at 
Liverpool ; and having here probed the creed of his fore- 
fathers 

* « Reafon of Church Government, Bi II. p. 41. edit; 1641, iii 4*>i* 

gee alfo the Hollis edition of Milton's profc works, page ^, 
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fathers to the qiiicTc, his refolution of detaching himroff 
aJrogether from the church, became daily ftrengthened ; 
notwithftanding this, he continued to preach a little lon- 
ger, and his difcourfes feem to have had fuch an efFcQ, 
even m that place, that ope merchant (wonderful to tell M 
was aftuaily perfuaded, at the interceffion of his wife, to 
fell his (hare in a privateer. Would to God, that he 
could have prevailed on the people of this fecond Nineveh 
to have relii^quifhcd their traffic in human blood I 

Oil March 23d, 1779, he vacated his fellowfliip by 
marriage. About the fame time, he exchang- 

ed the curacy of St. Peter's for that of St. Paul's, 
-where he had more leifure for his ftudies ; from 2 
humbfe attempt to eftablifh a day-fchool, he was diverted 
by an oflFer of the tutorfhip of the claffical department at 
Warrington academy, in Lancafliire, whither he remov- 
ed in Augiid, 1779. In this ieniinary, where he feems 
to have lived in ^reat cordiality with his colleagues, he 
commenced his theological career, as an author, by a new 
iixinflation of " the firfl: Epiftle of Paul to the Theflalo- 
iiians," y/hich appeared in 1781. A few months after he 
publifiied his *' Eflay on Infpiration," on which fubjeft, 
he feems to agree with Dr. Geddes, the tranflator of the 
Bible ; then his treatife on " Baptifm," begun and com- 
pleted in nine days. Next year, his ** New Tranflation 
of St. Matthew," with notes, &c. made its appearance ; 
and this was finished within the com pa fs of a few weeks. 

In addition to thefe labours, he cultivated his acquain- 
tance with the original Hebrew text of the old Teftament, 
learned the Syriac and the Chaldee, acquired the Samari- 
tan character, read ihe^Pentateuch therein, and the Syro- 
Ciiuldaic verfion of it ; ^0 thefe v/ere added the iEthiopic, 

ArabiC;^ 
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Arabic, and Perfic ; laflly, he obtained a facility iit the 
Coptic verfion of the New Teftament, and madefome im- 
provements in the lexicon and grammar of that language. 
When to all this are added the daily avocations of a teach- 
er, he muft be allowed to have achieved more than Her- 
culean labours 1 

. On the diffolution o£ the Warrington academy, a rc- 
njoval took place in the autumn of 1783, to Bramcote, 
within four miles of Nottingham, where Mr. W. endea- 
voured, but in vain, to procure a few refpe£l:able pupils. 
In this rural retreat, he publillied the firft volume of ** An 
Enquiry into the Opinions of the Chriftian Writers of the 
three firft Centuries, concerning the Perfon of Jefus Chrift ; 
^)ut notwithftanding the commendation of many excellent 
judges, he was not encouraged by thefale, to proceed 
with the continuation. 

In May, 1784, we find him a fecond time fixed at 
Richmond, advertifing for pupils, and renewing his appli- 
pations to his friends. At Michaelmas, we again hear of 
^im in his native town of Nottingham, and there he had 
three or four pupils under his care for feveral years, on ve- 
fy handfpme terms ; and aboiit this time, he was ckGtcd 
an honorary member of the Philofophical Society of Man- 
qhefter, in confequence of his ' ^* Effay on the Origin of 
Alphabetical CharaSers." 

In 1786, he was feized with a pain in his left fhoulder, 
and remained ill for two years, during which period he 
feems to have foothed his mind by " Remarks" on Mr. 
Gray's poems, and a new edition of the Georgics of Vir- 
gil, accompanied with criticifms. In the beginning of 
1788, he attacked Dr. Horfley, whom he defignates as 
" not the lead conceited and audacious controverfialift of 
jiucient or modern days 5" and in the autumn of the fame 

year. 
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yetr, he let off a fly cracker aj:aift(l the churchy uti^er th^ 
title of " Four Markjs of Anti-chrift, or a Supplement t* 
the Warburtonian Lcaure.** 

The year 1 789 uftiercd in his *' RertiaAs on the f nter^ 
nal Evidence of the Chriftian Religion ;'• and alfo the firft 
part of ** Silva Critica ;" the letter, which h from th^ 
Cambridge prefs» was ptrbliAied with a view to imke theo«- 
logical with clailkal learning, and to iihHlrate the ^ip** 
tures by Hght borrowed fron^ the philo^y of Greece and 
Rome. 

On the eftabliftiment of the new college at Hackneys, 
Mr. W. was deenjed a proper perfon tp fill the ofijoe of • 
i^Laflical infiriidor; and he was at length appointed to 
this ftation, in July, 1790. His connexion^ however^ 
with the ihftitution, was diffblved at the end of jelevtfM 
months^ having retired in June, 1791: the fennkjdty did 
sot long forvive the iofs. ' t 

. Towards the latter end of the fanne ycsr^ appeared hif 
•* New Tranflation of the Teftament, with Notes,** irt 
fhree Volume, 8vo. ; in a few weeks after, hepiibh't^d 
his pamphlet on *^ Relrgiotis Worfbtp ;*' and in Matx}h^ 
f 792, he favourird the wOi Id witlf *^ Memoirs of hw own 
Life." 

After a pretty confiderable interval, in 1 794, appeared 
"The Spirit of Chriftianity compared with the Spirit of 
the Tiwepin Qreat Britain;" this is a politico-feKgioui 
pamphlet, iny/hichihe author, with a iwanFy freedortij^ 
eiTcjuires how far the public n>earfLires of the go vtrnment^ 
in the origin and continuance of the prefent war, afe eoft* 
jenial to the precepts- and the fpirit of tiie gofpei Much 
about the fame time, appeared the firft yolufne of a tt^w 
fdiuon of ** Xhe Works of Alexander f ope, Efq; with 
Remarks and llluftrations." On this occafion, notwJth* 

landing 



ftaficKng hi5 taftc for the poets of antiquity, he allows. . 
that 'Pope fometimes tranfcends even the original, parti- 
cularly in the following four Ifnes in his tranflation of Ho^ 
mer, defcribing the buckler of Achilles : 

^ Thu8'tb9 broad flxield complete thdnift crownM 
^ Witk bis laft haod, and poured th« oceaji rou«d :' 
** In living filver fecm'd the wav^s to roll, 
« And beat the bucklcf»s verge/ aqd bound the ^holc.** 

*' This is truly poetry ta the Hfe,* added he : 

^ Thought* that breathe, ai^d words that bunu** 

The fame year alfo beheld '^ An Examination of tfio 
-^geof Reafon,'' in which, although Mr. W. boldly and 
ably dcffencted ehriftianity, yet by conceding fuch parts of 
the fyftem as were unfupportaWe by found reafon, and 
more efpecially by confidering nationat churches not onfy 
*^ as hay skkI draw, which might be removed without at>y 
difficuhy or-confnfion, from the fabric of reKgion/' but 
as an ** incruftation which has enveloped, by gradual 
concretion, the diamond of chriffianity,'^ he gave offence 
rather than fattffaAion to the eftablifhed clergy, who did 
not choofe that even their faith (hould be defended at 
the expense of their tythes. This was foon followed by 
*^ Remarks on the general Orders of the Duke of York,** 
IQ which, although the author (till contends again A the juf-' 
tice of the war, he is yet candid enough to aJlow the con- 
duA of his Roytfl Highnefsy on this occafion, to have, 
been ^eat and magnanimous. 

In i79$, appeared a fraall volume of *• Poetical trgnf- 
htions from the Ancients,** and alfo " A Reply to Thonaa* 
Paine*^ ftcood Part of the Age of Reafon,** in which the 
Uftfriendfeof Mr. W. vrhile they allowed his talents, la- 
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mented that lie did not defend chriftianity with more of 
its genuine fpirit. The author hiAifelf diflented frpra the 
diffenters — and why could he not allow another man to 
diflent from him ? 

Perfevering with unabated ardor in his career, in 1 795. 
came forth his ** Reply to the Letter of Edmund Burke, 
Efq; to a noble Lord ;** in which he once more exhibited 
himfelf as a dauntlefs champion in the field of liberty, 
.againfl: a man whofe rapturous eloquence had formerly ex- 
cited his warmed panegyrics. He alfo publifhed an 8vo 
volume of " Obfervations on Pope," in the courfe of the 
fame year. 

•* A Letter to Jacob Bryant, Efq; concerning his Dif- 
fertation on the War of Troy," at length appeared ; how- 
ever heterodox the author might be in matters of faith, he 
was a zealous oppugner of all herefies from the received 
claflico-orthodoxical opinion. Another letter, o» a very 
different fubje£V, addrefled to Mr. Wilberforce, refpeQing • 
his ^* PraQical View of the prevailing religiousSyftem of 
profeffed Chriftianity, &c." was publi(hed in 1797. In 
this, he exhibits the flagrant falling off in point of " vital 
chriftianity !" between the religionift and the politician, 
the favourer of war, and the oppof«?r of the flave trade. 
In a former publication*, he had moft forcibly charaQer- 
ized the fame gentleman, " as a politico-theological fatyr, 
with one breath cooling the burning anguifti of the Afri- 
can, and with another ip the fame inftant blafting the . 
fpring from the year, by giving his vote to an abandoned; 
minifter, for the extirpation of half the youth of Europe 
by the fword ! 

Early in 1 798, appeared *^ A Reply to fome parts of 
the Bifhop of LandafPs Addrefs to the People of Great, 

Britain*'* 
<* ♦ A R^ply to the Letter of Edmund Burke, Efq; to a noble Lord J* 
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Britain." This pamphlet, which exhibits much perronat > 
refpefl: to Dr. Watfon, has become a Pandorft's box, and , 
produced an infinite variety' of evils; it has been even 
thought to commit the fafety of the ftate, Twocon- 
viftions have already taken place, on the part of two book- 
fellers, neither of whom were the original publifliters; and > 
it is not a little memorable, that it appeared, on the oath 
of an unobjeftionable witnefs, that one of thefe (a maa . 
of unimpeachable morals, and moft refpeSabie charafter) 
v/as ignorant q^ the introduftionof the pamphlet in quef- 
tion, into his (hop, which happened to be brought thither 
on the fuggeftion of a fervant, and was adually removed 
by the mafler, on hearing that it had been deemed libel- ; 
lous*. , 

It is but juftice, however, toobferve, that Mr, Wake- . 
field came forward, on the profecution of the original pub- , 
liflierg: and manfully offered to immolate himfelf to the » 
refentment of the law officers of ahe crown : 



. in me convertitc ferrum, 



<< O ! Rutuli ! mea fraus omtlls : — alhil iile nee aufus, 
« Nee potuit : ; .*' 

This boon being denied, he foon after addrefled ** A 
Letter to Sir John Scott, on thefubjedof a late trial in* 
Guildhall." On that occafion, either not, finding a book- 
feller, who would endanger his liberty, or not wi(hing to 
bring any perfon but himfelf into jeopardy, the pamph- 
let was advertifed to be fold at his own houfe. In this pub- 
lication he complains, in language which has given great 
offence, that the attorney-general had wielded *5 the fword 

of 

* The writer of tlirs memoir -was prefent in court, and lamented great- 
ly, that Mr. Erikine did not make hU chief ftand on the grand diftinaion 
between the agency of sl fcrwainty ciw/iur auJ criminalifet , aiS the princU 
pal is implicated only in the Hrll, and not in the fecond inflance> whicii 
includes liMs, 

§ Mr.Cuthell 
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of tbehwy*^ with fterii feverity ; and in reply to an titri^ 
judicial opinion from the bench, hefets the faying of id 
AlTienian lawgiver, in oppoiition to the opinion of a Bri-^ 
lift judge. 

Undaunted by the threats of protdition % uttered in open 
c^ttfty and before his own face, by Sir John Scott, Mr. 
Wakefield, fince this epoch, has been employed in a con- 
troverfy with a Dr. (jbfle, refpeSing the prifon in Cold 
Bath-fields. Certainly the fpirit of our laws difcfaims eve- 
ry Idea of torture, in refpeS to all perfons, and clofe im- 
prifbnment in regard to political offenders in particular. 
Indeed, the latter, during the reigA of Charles I. became 
the fubjed of enquiry and complaint, and was at length re- 
drefled. In other days, the rumours that have gone forth, 
COBceming this newly-invented mode of durefs, would longy 
ere this, havebcconpe a fubjefl of parliamentary inveftigati- 
oii ; arid it is to be hoped^ that even the pfefent age is not fa 
degenerate, if a real grievance (hould be found to exift, as 
to permit our mild, humane, and excelidnt code to b% per-^ 
verted with impunity. 

Mr. Wakefield at prefent refidts ait Hackney^ ^ith his 
amiable family, confifting of a wife, formerly Mifs Watfon 
(niece to his quondam reflor), four fons and two daughters^ 
Inperfon, he is about the middle fii^e; and there Is an air 
of primitive fimplicity in his countenance ami fomewhat of 
zn apoftolic c^tt about his face, arifing, perhaps^ in fortie de-* 
gree, from his high and polifhed forehead, and the baldneff 
of his front and temples. 

In converfation he is remarkably n^ild and gentle^ anrf 
his manners are pleafing. His memory is fo uncommon- 
ly tenacious, that it can retain noinute {a£ls, and eveii 

datesy 

§ He hat fince been ferved with oa mforjnatlon ex ojpchm 
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dates, ^rer a confiderable lapfe of time. No man is more 
beloved and refpefted by a very extenfive circle of ac- 
quaintance. His perfonal a£livity is equal to that of his 
mind and pen. His habits are ftri£tly domeftic and litera- 
ry. He is a pattern of abftemioufnefs, and (hares in its 
happy refults, never partaking of ftrong liquors; and 
fVom a laudable principle of humanity, totally abftaining 
from the ufe of animal food. Mr. W. muft, even by his 
enemies if they know him perfonally, be pronounced to be 
a man whofe condu3 is folely aduated by principle, and 
an inflexible love of virtue. He may err, but his faults 
are not the depravity of his heart — they can only refult 
from too ardent an imagination, or from the miilakes q£ 
Ws judgment. A. S. 



MR. OPIE. 

NEITHER the parents, nor the education, nor the for- 
tune of this eminent artift, would have conferred on him 
any diftinSkion in fociety, and like the Engliih painters of 
the laft century, he might have worked at fo much by the 
fquareyard, had not nature conferred on him a portion of 
genius that foon diftinguifhed him from the vulgar herd. 

Seemingly doomed, by inevitable circumftanoes, to work 
at the bottom of a faw-pit; or on the roof of a houfe, juft 
as the avocations of a country carpenter Vequired^ he yet . 
found means to emerge from that fituation,and to move in 
a refpeflable fphere in life. The late George Anderfon, 
A.M. and accountant-general to the Board of Control, con- 
trived by chalking a few mathematical figures on the door 
of his brother's barn, in which he threlhed, to engage the 
A a attention 
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atterifion' of a benevolent patron, and to extricate hirti* 
felf from his mental bondage. 

A ifimilar accident difcovered the bent of John Opie'^s 
mind, and a painted board efFe6led for him what a chalked 
gate h^d done for his acquaintance, as Dr. Wolcott, who 
had himfeif a tafte for drawing, and lived in the neighbour- 
hood, happened to fee, and was pleafed with the labours of 
the felf-taught boy, of whom he, perhaps, exclaimed : 

** NON SINE DlIS ANIMOSUS PUER !'* 

He accordingly took him under his proteSion, cultivated 
his talents, pointed his efforts, and taught him to afpire to 
fame and fortune. The marter, with an aptitude border- 
ing on the romantic, had transformed himfeif from a furgcj- 
on to a clergyman, and he now, with almoft unexampled 
goodnefs, metamorphofed the apprentice of a carpenter 
into an hiftorical painter.* 

After fome previous inftruflion, the pupil repaired to 
Exeter, where he began to earn a livelihbod by his pencil. 
He then changed his place of abode, from a provincial city 
td^the eapita-l, and fu<iceflively removed from a little couft 
in the neighbourhood of Leicefter-frelds, firft to Great 
Qneen-ftreet, and then to the politer air, and more fafliion- 
ablefituation,of Berners-ftreet. He had been four or five 
years' in the metropolis, however, before he began to exhi- 
bit, at it was not until 1 786, that any of his piSures ap- 
peared at Somerfet-houfe. 

From that momtent wealth and reputation feemcd to at- 
tend 



* It has been impropierly fuggeded by the writer of the account of Dr» 
Wolcott, while mentioning the unfortunate coolnefs that took place, fome 
ccnfure was due to Mr. Opie ; but we learn that no fuch thing was meaot, 
either to be infinuate J, oralfcrtcd; and if it had been, that it was quite 
uadcfcrred. 
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tend his efforts ; he firft was nominated an academician 
ele6t, then a member of the Royal Academy, and what 
was infinitely more profitable, became a ^" fafhionable 
painter." For the Shakfpeare gallery he executed feveral 
pi6liires, and is generally allowed to excel in hiftorical com- 
pofitions. 

His beggars, old men, and affaflins, are admirable. The 
portrait of Mrs. Wolftoncraft, painted by him, excelled 
in verifimilitude ; but his charafleriftical excellence confifts 
in ftrength ; and Reynolds himfelf, although he is praifed 
for having transferred the foul into the countenance, could 
never give, perhaps, fb bold and fpirited a likenefs of the 
male head, as Opie. 

This artift has been twice married. His firft match was 
unpropitious, and did not add much to his felicity ; his fe- 
cond wife (late Mifs Alderfon, of Norwich) is a moft ac- 
complifhed, and no lefs beautiful woman ; and we truft that 
the union of painting and literature will contribute to the 
mutual happinefs of the parties. 



LORD ROKEBY. 

(With a Prefatory Dijfertation on Beards,) 

THE human beard^ at prefent deemed an unfeemly cjc- 
crefcence, was confidered by all the nations of antiquity as 
one of the greateft ornaments of the perfon ; and gods, 
as well as mortals, were^fuppofed to be decorated with this 
emblem of wifdom and virility. That of Aaron is de- 
fcribed as flowing to his girdle, and the ambaffadors of 
David^ after having received then nearly, indelible affront of 
A a 2 being 



35^ LORD ROKEBY. 

he'm^ Jbavc J ^ were advifed to remain at a diftance from the' 
capital, until their beards had grown to the proper length.. 
In many of the eafterti countries this is ftill confidered as sc 
neceflary, and even a beautiful appendage ; and while the 
Turks carefully cover with their turbans, the hair that 
grows on t^^eir heads, they preferve, comb, perfume, and 
oftentatioufly difplay, thit which fprings from the 
chin. 

The northern natfons feem alfo to have evinced a great 
veneration for their beards, and it is not yet much above st 
century fince thefe have fallen into obloquy and difufc 
even in this country : they are, however, ftill retained by 
A\eferfs in RuiTia and Poland, and by the ^wr/ in Nor- 
way. 

In our own ifland, the upper lips and chins of the north- 
ern barons in the train of the Conqueror, exhibited a fmall' 
portion of beard, and the Saxo-Britons, who oppofed 
them, had theirs ftill better ornamented. After the intro- 
duQion of linen, which was but little known in this coun- 
try before the conqueft, beards feem to have difappeared^ 
by degrees, as if comporting only with the frowzy covering 
of a flannel ftiirt. We ftiH,. however, find veftiges of them 
even in more modern periods. That of James I. appears 
to have been broad and buftiy. During the civil wars, 
Charles I. is both painted and defcribed as wearing a nar- 
row-pointed beafti appended to' the lower part of his chin, 
j^nd mufidchios on the upper lip ;*the great Algernon Syd- 
ney appears in the plate engraved by Bafire, from a drawing 
of Cipriani, prefixed to the Hollis* edition of his works, 
■ to have worn muflachm % only ; but moft of the republi- 
cans 
I 

J The celebrated Sir William TcmplJ, who flourifhcd at a later pc-^ 
riod, is painted by Sir Teter Lcl/ with ^kificrs.^, . 
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cans of that day feem to have nurfed their beards in pro* 
portion as they polled their heads. 

Both the French and Auftriansi appear of late to have 
confidered whifkers as an appendage to the noilitary di:efi^ 
and from the inroads they have lately noadie in this couQtry> * 
on the human face, it bids fair to be foon nearly as much 
Ihaded by them as it was formerly by the beards. 

Thefe preliminary remarks will not appear totally mif- 
placed, perhaps, to f^ich as are acquainted with the per foa 
of the noble lord whofe memoirs are here offered to th» 
public, as his beard forms one of the moft confpicupus traits 
of his perfon ; and he is the qnly peer, and, perhaps, the 
only gentleman of either Great Britain or Ireland, who is 
thus diftingttiflied. . 

Matthew Robinson, Baron Rokeby of the king- 
dom of Ireland, and alfo ^ ibaronet, is defcended from a 
very old z^i refpeSable family, being a branch of the Ro- 
binfons of Struan, in Scotland, whence his anceftors emj?- 
grated about one hundred and fifty years fince, and fettled 
in Kent ; they foon after acquired fome lands in the north 
riding of Yorkfhire, which came to theiai by an intermar- 
riage with the heirefs of Robert Walters, of Cundall, ia 
the latter end of the laft centurj^. 

Sir Septimus Robinfon, Knt. father of the prefent peer/ 
was gentleman-yflier to George II. He gave his fon, 
Matthew, a moft excellent education ; but it was, per*- 
jbaps, never fufpeQed by the old courtier that he would bei- 
come one of the moft fturdy patriots of his age, a " Whig,'* 
according to the real meaning of the word, and as fuch, ati 
aflertor of the true principles of flnglifli liberty, which 
called in William III. and placed the prefent illuftrious fa- 
jpily on the tfironc. After a good foundation of claflical 

learnings ^ 
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learning, he felit him to Cambridge, where he remained for 
feveral years ; and he appears to have made confiderable 
progrefs in his ftudies ; for he procured a fellowfhip there, 
which he retains to this day. 

In 1754, he fucceeded, on the death of his father, to his 
eftate in Eaft Kent, and appears to have lived at his man- 
fion there, with all the eafy affluence, hofpitality, and 
fpTendor, that chara£kerifed the Englifli gentry of that day, 
• ^vhen a land-tax at about twq^ (hillings in the pound, and 
a trifling malt-tax, cooftituted their only burdens. During 
the winter, part of his time was fpent in the capital ; and 
in the fummer feafon, .he was accuflomed to pafs away a 
month or two at Sandgate caftle, where he enjoyed a 
charming profpeS of the coaft of France ; while fea- 
bathing, to which he was much addi£led, was to be had 
there in great pgrfeQion. 

In confequence of his vicinity to Canterbury, and a 
family connexion with that place*, he had many opportu- 
nities of cultivating an intimacy with the principal inhabi- 
tants. Being a man of engaging manners, flirewd fenfe, 
and independent fortune, they determined to nominate him 
their reprefentative on the firft vacancy. He was accor-' 
dingly brought into parliament by them, and he faithfully 
difcharged all the important- duties annexed to that fituatir 
on for a long feries of years. 

We find Mr. Robinfon, during the whole of the Ame- 
rican war, one of the mod ftrenuous oppugners of a mea- 
fure pregnant with gigantic mifchief, and which by the 
enormous encreafe of our national debt, generated oppreP- 
five taxes, and became the parent of incalculable misfor- 
tunes 



* This, uptil of late, was carefully kept up ; his brother, Charles, who 
had been originally bred to the fca, but afterwards became a lawyer, 
having been fucccffively Recorder, and one of the members for that city. 
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itiine« to ourfelves and our pofterity. Not content with 
oppofing Lord North with his voice in the fenate, he 
entered the Hfts againft him with his pen, and publiflied a 
pamphlet pregnant with found fenfe,, manly argument, and 
liberal fentiment. -Jn fine, it was theft looked upon as one 
of the moft able produ£lions of that day:; and it ftruck the 
author of this narrative, who borrowed it fome yeirs 
fince from one of his relatives, as a kind oi political prophe- 
cy^ of the calamities which aCtually arofe out of a fyftem 
of taxation without reprefentation, and coercion without 
power. 

He lived long enough to fee all his prediSions verified. 
Our legions either withered away in a diftant country, 
or, if viSorious, they oinly retained in ftibjeftion fuch 
portions of territory as were covered with foldiery, or im- 
mediately adjoined the fpot on which they encamped ;— 
all elfe was hoftile.^ Gonqueft itfelf became precarious, 
and defeat was inevitably attended with the endlefs variety 
of evils 'incident to difafter in an enemy's country. At 
length Burgoyne was captured at Saratoga ; France de- 
clared herfelf in favour of the infurgent colonies ; Hol- 
land and Spain became our enemies ; Cornwallis, who has 
fince fought under better aufpices in India and Ireland, 
laid down his arms to Kochambeau and Wafhington; and 
a bleeding and exhaufted empire was obliged to accede to 
the humiliating, but neceflkry, preliminary of American 
independence. • 

The efci4>e pf ail the authors of that difaftrous conflifil: 
from puniftiment, and the fpeedy reftoration of J one of 
fhem to power, difgufted many good men of that day ; 
and it required, indeed, but little forefight to prefage the 
many evils with which impunity was conneQed. Mr. 

Robinfoij 

% Lord North, ia confeqyence of the meiBorable coaliticui ! 
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Robinfon appears to have entertained thefe, or fimilar fen- 
tiraents, and to have retired firom the fqene with a degr^ 
of virtuous indignation highly appropriate and becoming. 

What contributed to this, perhaps, was his bodily infir- 
mities. From his youth he had been fubjefk to mai>y 
feverefits of iilnefs, and, in addition tothefe^ his hearing 
and his fight were confiderably afFeded. In this ftate of 
body and mind, he deemed it highly improper for him 
any longer to occupy a feat in parliament, as be couVi not 
either difcharge his duties with fidelity to l\i| .Gon(Utuent$, 
or fatisfaSion to himfelf. Imprefled with this fentiment, 
he addrefled a letter to the inhabitants of Canterbury^ in 
which he took an affe£t2onate leave of them, and is faid to 
have mentioned to one of the principal citizens (perhaps 
the late Alderman Barham,) ** that they ought to choofc 
** a younger, and niore vigorous man, as a fucceflbr ;«-^ 
*' one who had eyes to fee, ears to hear,. and lungs to 
" oppofe, the tricks of future minifters !" 

From this period his hiflory becomes that of a private 
gentleman. He rcfided condantly at Mountroorris, and 
lived equally without oftentation, and without meannefs. 
He planted, improved, and embellilhed. His houCe was 
^ ppen to all refpeSable ftrangers, and he was much vifited, 
on accouriV of the Angularity of his. manners, and the 
fhrewdnefs of his remarks. A great friend to agriculture, 
his tenants in him experienced a moft excellent landlord. 
As for himfelf, he feems to have banifhed the deer fron^ 
his park, as an unprofitable luxury, and to have fqpplied 
their place with black cattle and fheep, of which great 
numbers are always to be feen there. 

It was mofl probably about this time that Mr. Robinfon 
firft permitted his beard to grow ; for it mufl have taken 
many years to attain the patriarchal , length which it at 

prefenl; 



preferit affumes. JJe %lfp ^ddi&ed hirnfelf to m^oy oiher 
fejBming finguiami<5$ j. an^ im^ining, pefh^ps, th^t fear 
Tbathing was good for tkp iifonhrf he was cjbicfly ^ffliQbed 
with, he built a little hut oq the heaqh negr Hyth^^ a^oiit 
three miles from his pwi^ hpufe, in or^^r to enjoy tl^ ^van- 
tages nefukiAg from it. Jt U mcift likely, bow<ever, ^hat he 
indulged to e^ccfs in this m/^difine^ fjpf he frequpijtiy rcr 
maiaed in the water, until he faioted. 

Finding the diftance tq^ great, perh9ps, fqr him to 
•walks, he conftruflQd a^bath^ fp contrived ^s to. be rifn<ier- 
ed tepid by means of the rays of the fun of^y ; it is imaie« 
diately adjoining to his hpufe, and he b^s fo^ad prc^digious 
benefit from frequ^i^t ;^Ivition£., or rather in^mjerfions 
therein||. 

On 

•f A difcafe of the intcflincs. 

§ He was generally accompanied in thefe cxcurfions' by a carria^C| 
and a favourite fifrvant, who ^t up behind when he was tirad. l^r. 
Robinfon, with his hat under his arm, proceeded (lowly forward, on foot, 
towards Hythe, realifing, as it wci-c, tHe picture of Gray, in wliicl^ 
he powts the venerable figure of one of the \\ elch poets : 

— , — <« Loofe his beard ^ind hoary hair, 

« StreamM like a meteor to t^ trouBlcd air.^' 

Jf it happened to rain, he would m^jee his attendants get into the poft- 
.c^aife, obferving, " that they were gaudily drcffcd, and not inured to 
*« wet, therefore might fpoil their clotbies, $uid get ill/' 

II The writer of this fketch, happening to be in the neighbourhood, to- 
wards the latter end of the fummcr of 175^, determined to fee Mr. 
Robinfon, who liad then acceded m the title of Lord Rokcby. On his 
way to Mount-morris, at the fummit of the hill above Hytne, whijch 
affords a m9ft 'delightful profpedl, he perceived a fountain of pure water 
over-running a bafon which had been ereiSled for it by his Lordfhip. IJc 
was informed that there were many fuch on the fame road, and that Loi^ 
R. was accuftomed to beflow a few half-crown pieces, plenty of which 
were always kept by him loofe in a fide-pock£t,' on any ^ater^irimker^ 
he might happen toefpy, partaking of his favourite beverage, which he 
was fure to recommend with peculiar force and perfuafion* 

On my approach to the houfe, I Hopped durmg fome timje, in order, 
to examine it. It is a good plajn gentleman's feat; the grounds were 
abundantly flocked with black cattle, and I could perceive a horfe or 
two, on the dcps of the principal entrance. • • ' 

.After 
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On OSober loth, 1794, he fucceeded, by the death 
of his uncle, Richard Robinfon, Bilhop of Armagh, pri- 
mate of Ireland, and Baron Rokeby of the fame kingdom, 
to his honours as an Irifli peer. The patent of creation 
-was granted to that dignitary, February 26th, 1777, and 
by it the remainder is to veft in the prefent lord ; but, as 
Mr. Robinfon was either angry that his nephew. Mat-* 
thew Robinfon, who fat in the laft parliament for iBo- 
rough-bridge, in Yorkfliire, fliould have been, fo poorly 
left, after the fplendid hopes held out to him, of- really en- 
tertained objedions to titles of all kinds ; certain it is, that 
he declined the honorary appellation, and is faid to have 
declared, that he could not on any'account have accepted 
an Englifli peerage, mtaning thereby, perhaps, that he 
confidered the former as merely titular. 

Lord Rokeby is nearly eighty years of age ; the upper 
part of his body, by affuming a curvature^ makes him ap- 
pear'fliorter than he would otherwife be. There are cer- 
tain oddities difcoverabie in his drefs^ which is alvy^ays 

plain. 

After the proper enquiries, I was carried by a fervant to a little grove, 
to the right of the avenue^ which being entered at a fxnall fwing-gate, a, 
building with a glafs covering, dipping obliquely towaids the fouth-we(V, 
prcfented itfelf, which at firft fight appeared to be a green-houfe. Tlie 
man who accompanied me opened a little wicket, and, on looking in> 1 
perceived a bath, immediately under the glafs, with a current of water, 
lupplied from a popd behind. On approaching a door, two handfome 
fpaniels, with long ear$, and apparently of King Charles's breed, apr 
preached, and like faithful guardians denied us accefs, until foothed into 
fecurity by the well-known accents of the domeftic. We then proceed- 
ed, and gently paffihg along a wooden floor, faw his lordfl^p ftretched 
on his face at the further end, ' pe had jufj: come out of the water, and 
was dreflTed in an old blue woollen coat, and pantaloons of the fame cq- 
lour. The upper part of his head w^' bald, but the; hair on his chin, 
which could not be concealed, even by the'pofture he hadaflTumed, mad? 
its appearance between his arms on each fide. 

I immediately retired, and waited at a little diflance until he awoke ; 
when arifing, he opened the door, darted through the thicket, accom- 
panied by hib dogs, and made directly for the houfe,' Ayjbile fome workr 
incn employed in cutting timber, and whofe tongues only I had beard be- 
fore, now made the woodsrefound again with their axes. ' 
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plain, ^nd even mean ; his forehead is bald, but in return 
for this, the underpart of his face is well furniftied with 
hair, which, however, gives fomewhat of a fquaiid ap-: 
pearance to his whole perfon*. His food principally conT 
fifts of beef-tea, which is always ready for him on a fide- 
board J and he is very abftemious in refpefb to drink, wa- 
ter being efteemed by him as fuperior to all other liquids 
whatever. He abhors fires, and delights much in the en- 
joyment of the air, without any other -canopy than the 
heavens ; even in \yinter his windows are generally open. 
He was much attached to th^ fair fc^ in his youth, and even 
now is a great admirer of female beauty. 

In refpe6t to politics, his cpndu£t through life, and to 
this very hour, has been eminently confident ; it is to 
principles, not men, that he looks up ; and he Teems to * 
confider a Stuart, or a Guelph, entitled to our praife or oift 
hatred, not on account of their names (for thefc have no j 
inagic with him!) but the difference of their refpedive 
modes of government. 

At the Jafl general eIe6kion, he croffed the country to 
Lenham, and at the Chequers inn, at which he halted, was 
furrounded by the country people from all the adjoining 
parts, who took him for a Turk! Thence he proceeded to 
the poll-booth, and gave his vote for his old friend Filmer 
JloneywoofJ. 

Many ridiculous (lories are fabricated refpefling his lordr 
(hip, and among others, that he will not permit any of 
his tenants to fow barley, becaufe barley may be converted 
into malt, and malt would pay a tax towards carrying on 
rhe war, .^which he conceives to be an unjuft one, &c. &c. 

The 

f There is a prett)' good likencfs to be met with of Lord Rokcby ia 
the ftationers* lliops at Canterbury. It confilts of a half-length coloured 
print. 
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The family of Lord Rokeby has long pofleffed a literary 
turn, and he himfelf may be juftly conficcrcd as a man of 
letters. It was a relative of his who wrote the celebrated 
treatife on gavel-kind. His eldeft fifter, Mrs Montagu, 
has triumphantly defended the memory and gepius of 
Shakfpeare, againft the criticifms, perhaps, of the ^ greateft 
man of the day. His other fifter, Mrs. Scott, who died 
in 1795, wrote feveral novels, fome of which have attain- 
ed condfierable reputation ; his nephew, and fucceffor, 
Morris Robinfon, has a tafte for poetry ; and Matthew 
Montague^ the brother of the latter, and heir to the cele- 
brated lady of the fame n^me, is author of a pamphlet on 
Mr. Pitt's adminiftration. 

As for his lordfiiip himfelf, he publiftied the valuablci 
and now very fcarce trafl, alluded to before, and at an age 
when moft old men think only of themfelves, he has not 
been inattentive tp what he confiders the deareft interefts of 
^11 country J having, in 1797, publiflied an excellent 
pamphlet, entitled, ** An Addrefs to the County pf Kent, 
on their Petition to the King for ren^oving from the Coun- 
cils of his Majefty his prefent Minifters, and for adopting 
proper means to procure a fpeedy and a happy Peace ; to- 
gether with a Poftfcript concerning the Treaty between the 
Emperor of Germany ai|d France, and concerning ojur 
Domeftic Situation in time to come." 

In fliort, his lordfhip, even independent of his beard, which 
alone attraQs the gaze of the multitude, may be confidered 
as a very Angular man. 

He lives a confiderable portion of his Ijfe in water, tern- 
pcrcd by the rays of the fgn. 

Pfe travels on foot at a time of life when men of his rank 
and fortune aJwayr indulge in a carriage. 

* Voltaire. 
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He is abftemious, both in refpea to eating and drinking^ 
imidft a luxurious age, wallowing in theexcefles of both. 

He has attained to great longevity, without having re- 
courfe to the aid of pharmacy, and, indeed, with an utter 
contempt of the venders and praflitioncrs of phyfic*, whofc 
prefence he is reported to have interdi£ked. 

He has written a fenfible pamphlet, at an age when 
every other man (Cornaro, perhaps, only excepted) has 
relinquiihed his pen. 

By temperance, exercife, and perha^, alfo, in con- 
fequence of frequent bathing, his body is fo braced, as to 
enable him to fit in winter without a fire. He has alfo 
combated, during a long life, a very infirm conftitution 
and a difeafe generally confidered as fatal. 

And ladly, what is> perhaps, more finguiar than all 
the reft, he has been Wonderfully confiftent ; for he has 
never once, ki the whole courfe of his life, been found to 
fwervefrom his principles; in fine, he will carry to his 
grave the chatafler of being virtuous and independent in a 
country becoming famous for its fervility, venality, and 
oorriiption. 

May the day that is to put an end to his exigence be far 
off, and may his mind be cheered^ at the lad awful mo-« 
menti with the recoUedion of his benevolence and his 
patriotifm ! S. 

LORD 

* I have heard ihzt wthcn m p9n^fpi Was expecfted to come on, his 
lordfhip has told hit nephew, that if he (laid hs was welcome ; but that if 
he called in medical af&(^aiice,out of a falfc humanity, and it (bould acci-^ 
dentally happen, that he (Lord R-) was not killed by the doStn he hoped 

he (hoHld have fufficient ufe of hi« hands and fcnfcs left| to make a new 

WiU^ amd difiahcrit hiiri i 
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Rear-Admiral, now Lord, Nelfon, to whom his 
country is fo much indebted for his brilliant fervices, is 
the fourth fon of the Rev. Mr. Nelfon, late redor of Burn- 
ham-Thorpe in the county of Norfolk, in the parfonage- 
houfe of which parifli his lordfhip was born, September 
29th, 1758. His father's family came originally from 
Hilborough in the fame county ; where they poflefled a 
fmall patrimony, and the patronage of the living. His 
mother was Mifs Suckling, daughter of the Rev. Dr. 
Suckling, of SuflFolk; grand- daughter of the late Sir 
Charles Turner, of Warham, of this county, by his la- 
dy, the fitter of Sir Robert Walpole. Captain Suckling, 
his maternal uncle, was his lordfhip's early and very va- 
luable friend in life. He was an officer in the fea-fervice ; 
in which he firft commanded the Raifonable of fixty-four 
guns ; then the Triumph ; and laftly died comptroller of 
the navy. This gentleman married a fitter of the prefent 
Lord Walpole, and was, of courfe, much in Norfolk. 
He took young Nelfon, at twelve years of age, from 
North Walftiam-fchool, in the fame county, and entered 
Mm as Midttiipman on board the Raifonable. Here the 
nephew ferved fome time, with the valuable officer who 
now commands that fliip off the Mauritius ; and with 
Capt. Charles Boyles, hw friend, and neighbour in the 
country, then alfo a niidfhipman : and from this ihip they 
both removed with Captain Suckling into the Triumph, 
when he obtained the command of her. 

On April the loth, 1777, Mr. Nelfon was made a lieu- 
tenant, and fent out by his uncle to Sir Peter Parker, in 
Jafr.aica, who then commanded upon that ttation. He 

was 
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was by Sir Peter fliortly afterwards made matter and com- 
mander. On the nth of June, 1779, he was appointed 
poft captain, and at the conclufion of the American war, 
returned home. Capt. Nelfon was next fent out in the 
Boreas frigate, to the leeward ifland ftation ; and had un- 
der him, his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Clarence, who 
commanded the Pegafus. Here the captain is faid to have 
rendered a fignal fervice to his Royal Highnefs, for which 
he afterwards honoured him with his friendfliip. 

It was upon this ftation, and we believe about this pe- 
riod, that his lordfliip formed a matrimonial alliance with 
his prefent lady, Mrs. Nefbit of Nevis ; widow of Dr. 
Nefbit, phyfician, and niece to the governor of the ifland : 
and, Ayhen the marriage ceremony was performed, the 
Duke of Clarence, it is faid, gave away the bride. And 
here it would be unjuftnot to mention a report, which does 
credit to the captain's integrity, and nice fenfe of honour ; 
Mr. Herbert, governor of the ifland, was extremely rich,* 
' and had an only child ; a daughter, who was to have inhe- 
rited her father's fortune. By marrying without his con- 
fent, ftie had forfeited his efteem, and was upon the point 
of being difinherited in favour of his niece ; when the ad- 
miral generoufly interfered ; and had the pleafure, before 
his marriage, of reftoring the daughter to her parents' af- 
fedion, and the fortune to its natural channel. 

While his lordfliip continued upon this ftation, he had 
under him a fmall fquadron of frigates ; and was particu- 
larly aQive in fupprefling fmuggling, a praftice but too 
prevalent in thofe feas. This vigilance was acceptable tq 
allpartiee, except the fmugglers, and their friends; who 
threatened, and would a£lualiy have involved him in expen- 
five litigations, had notlhc admiraltyinterpofed torefcuehim 
from their malice. 

Upoa 
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Upon quitting the ftation^ he returned fo his native 
country, and, as there was no immediate call for his fer* 
trices, retired with Mrs. Nelfon to the parfonage^houfe 
at Burnham ; which his father gave up to him, preferring 
a refidence in the neighbourhood. In this retreat, his 
lordfhip kd a quiet, domeftic Hfe for fome years ; hke 
Gil Bias, at Llyrias, inclined to write over the door of 
his cottage : 

''Invcni portum. Spes & Fortuna valete 
« Sat me lufilUs : luditc nunc alios.'' 

and, like him, inclined to return into the world, when 
more a£tive fcenes demanded his attendance. 

By his lady,' the admiral has no family ; but there is a 
fon of Lady Nelfon, by her firfl: marriage, (Mr. Neftit,) 
who is a pofl-captain, and has ferved under his lordfhip du- 
ring the whole period of the prefent war. Befides his wife 
and her fon. Lord Nelfon has now living of his near re- 
lations, firft, his father, who refides near tpfwich; next, 
his eldeft brother Maurice, a clerk in the navy; two bro- 
thers, clergymen, William, ReQor of Hilborough, Suck- 
ling, Redor of Burnham-Thorpe ; and two fillers, both 
married. 

Upon the breaking out of the prefent war, his lordfliip 
was early appointed to the command of the Agamemnon^ 
of fixty four guns. Of this (hip's company, a confide- 
rabie part was raifed in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk ;v 
and not a few in his own neighbourhood. The general 
opinion of his condud and abilities, as an officer, was 
fuchy that feveral gentlemen were defirous to place their 
fons under his command ; and fome of confiderable re- 
fpeflability folicited, and obtained this favour; in particu-. 

lar. 
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lar, the Rev. Mr. Bolton, his lordfhip's relation, and the 
Rev. Mr. Hofte and Wetherhead, his friends, entered 
their fons as midfliipmen on board the Agamemnon : and^ 
it muft be owned, that if they wifhed to give them a juft 
knowledge of their profeffion, founded on a valuable bo- 
dy of experience, they could not have feleSed a better 
madcr. Poor Wetherhead fell nobly at Santa Cruz, the 
others ftill continue with his lordfliip, and have merited 
his efteem and afFcSion, 

From the commencement of the war, to the prefent mo- 
ment, the public are in pofleffion of the general out-lines 
of his lordfhip's life. During a confiderable part of the 
time that he commanded the Agamemnon in the Mediterra- 
nean, fcarcely a gazette appeared, but it contained an ac- 
count of fome fervice performed, or of fome enterprize 
undertaken. If a merchantman was to be cut out of har- 
bour, a battery to be difmounted, a town to be attacked ; 
—the commodore generally placed himfelfin "thehot- 
teft battle," and expofed his perfon to the fame danger as 
the meaneft feaman. Such voluntary contempt of danger, 
although it is not always prudent in the commander, is cer- 
tainly generous, and often leads to fuccefs. Men will do 
more, and with greater pleafure, when they find that no- 
thing is required on one hand, but what is fubmitted to on 
the other ; and great examples will juftify great expefb- 
tions. 

In a profeffion like the fea-fervice, calculated toraife he- 
roes, by inuring the mind to difficulty and enterprize, it 
would be unjuft to extol one charaSer at the ex pence of 
others ; yet in the triumph of that glorious day, when 
lord St. Vincent, with a far inferior force, beat the Spa- 
nifli fleet off cape St. Vincent, and captured fqur of their 
B b large 
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Targe (hips, no inconfidcrabic (hare belongs to Nclfon. Thcr 
San Jofeph, and the San Nicholas, both vcflcis of fuperior 
force, (Iruck to him. The fvvord of the Spanifh Admi- 
ral, vvhrch lie received upon qnartei-deck ; and which ihcr 
Spaniard refufedto deliver to any but his lordlhip, he pre- 
fenied to the corporation of Norwich; as he has done 
lately that of the Fiench Admiral Blanqiicr, to the cor- 
poration of London. Upon the cccafion of the aft ion oiT 
Cape St. Vincent, his lordfliip was created knight of the 
Bath; and, about the fame time. Rear Admiral of the 
Blue. 

In eflimatihg Lord Nel Ton's fervices, it is not an indivi- 
dual atchievement wc have to admire, in which, perhap?, 
good fortune had at leaft as much (hare as good condu6l ; 
but it is a ferics of faccefTcs, for the moft part planned 
with judgment, and executed with fpirit. ** Some men," 
fays Lord Bacon, " follow fortune, others lead her." The 
admiral appears lobe of the laft defcriptiton. The glorious 
battle of the Nile, for which he has fecentry been reward- 
ed with a peerage, has engaged fo much attention, and 
has already been fo minutely defcribed, that it is unnecef- 
fary to enlarge here on the fubje6b. It will (land upon re- 
cord, as one proof, among many, of what Britiih failor^, 
commanded by able officers, can efFe6t in her arduous en- 
ferprizes. The celebrity of Lord Nelfon's name, has ad- 
ded another laurel to the honours of a county, already 
dillinguifhed for the eminent charaSers it has producedf. 
We learn from the hiftory of Norfolk, that at the little 
tillage of Cockthorpe, not far from Burnham, three fea- 
mcn of great celebrity were born : namely. Sir John 

Narborough, 

§ While tlie politician regards the late battle with an eye that induifes 
mil Europe, the ruftics of Burnham obferve, that it was fought on 
* Lurnham fair-day '/'and conlider this as not the Icalt valuable circum* 
(lajace aitachi^d to the events 
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Narborough, Sir Cloudefley Shovef, and Sir Chriftopher 
Minns. 

When men have raifed themfelves by their abilities to 
any uncxpefted elevation in the ranks of fociety, their ha- 
bits in private life become objefts of curious enquiry. 
Thoiigli the great man may ftiine in the buftle of the world, 
it has well been obferved, that the man can only be feen in 
private. 

Piety, or a juft fenfe of the fuperintending providence of 
.God — the virtue, without which all others are but as "duft 
and aflies" — has confiderable influence on Lord Nelfon's 
mind, as is known to his more intimate acquaintance ; and 
as may becolle£ked from the proemium of his difpatches to 
Earl St. Vincent, after the battle of the Nile : " My Lord, 

. "Almighty God has bleffed his Majefty's arms 

by a great viOiory," ^c. Parental piety, which the Ro- 
mans efteemed fo highly, as well as conjusral tendernefs 
and affeSion for relations, which are the foundations of our 
fecial fyftem, are alfo confpicuous in his chara6ler. His 
attention to his father was always remarkable ; the old gen- 
tleman haH a pra6bice, when the weather permitted, of 
walking for an hour before dinner: the admiral, however 
occupied, fcarcely ever failed to 'accompany him in thefe 
walks. When, after the unfuccefsful attempt at Santa- 
Cruz, his lordlhip lay ill, in confequence of the amputati- 
on of his right arm*, and it was uncertain whdt might be 
the event, it is faid that his principal anxiety was for his re- 
lations, rather than himfelf ; and that he wrote to the Ad- 
miralty with his left hand, recommending Mr. NeflDit to 
their notice, in cafe he fliould die. 

B b 2 His 

* When Lord Nelfon received the wound that (liattered his right-arm, 
he was in a boat, and Ij^eld a fword that had been given him by his uncle. 
Captain Suckling, which he prized highly. Upon this occalion, he had 
the good fortune to fave it from falling into the water, by catching it with 
his left hand. This circuniftaiicc is faid to have givea lim peculiar plea- 
Aire. 
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His attaclimenf, however, to relations is not ftronger 
than is his regard for Arangers in diftrefs. He entertains a 
juft fenfe of the duties of benevolence^ : inftances of which 
might eafily be adduced, did the limits of this memoir per- 
mit. And fo ftrong are his feelings of private friendfliip, 
that, when returned from a diftam climate, he has been 
known to flied tears upon meeting an old friend unexpeft- 
tdly. Tofome, thefe circumftances may appear trivial, 
and light; but toothers, no lefs difcerning, they will ap- 
pear inierefting ; becaufe they difplay feelings infeparable 
from magnanimity, and afford the bed infight into his real 
charafler. 

When we compare Lord Nelfon's prefent with his for- 
mer fortune, and confider the early period of fuccefs and 
elevation in life, we may, perhaps^ inadvertently conclude^ 
that he has been exuberantly rewarded. When, however, 
en the other hand, we call to mind the lofs of an eye, and 
an arm, in the fervice of his country ; a wound received 
in the head ; a pofition carried, which the French, the beft 
engineers in the world, deemed irripregnable ; an expediti- 
on fruftrated that alarmed all Europe; — we muft readily 
retrafk fuch conclufions. That he has rifen to his prefent 
, eminence without the co-operation of powerful friends, is 
perfe£lly unneceffary to remark. In a ftate of fociety, 
men are formed for each other, and exift by mutual fup- 
port ; but whatever favours of this kind Lord Nelfon may 
have received, he has amply deferved by the merit of his 
conduS. How different this, from thofe cafes, in which 
fome men, without any perllonal abilities, are raifed to the 
firft ranks in fociety, by the mtre force of patronage ; and, 
hketheflone of Sifyphus, are always likely to recoil on the 

heads of thofe that raifed them! 

In 

X The noble Admiral, laft winter, fent down a large colleftion of 
l)UQkct8 to his native village^ to be diftributcd among the poor. 
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In refpea to perfon. Lord Nclfon Is about the middle 
height; thin, and fame what inelegantly formed. He is a 
ananoffew words, and plain manners; but pofTefies great 
fincerity, and a found underftanding. He is evidently a 
man of genius; fince no one but a matter in the profefli- 
on could havedifcovered the only point in which the Frenqh 
iine was vulnerable^ and have availed himfelf of it fo dexte- 
roufly. Although the attack at Aboukir was fuccefsful, it 
was not made without confiderable hazard, fince the Cullo- 
den, which flioul^have led intoaSion, under the command 
of an able officer, aSually ran aground. During the laft 
war, Admiral Harrington, in the Weft-Indies, took nearly 
a fimilar pofitbn to that of Aboukir ; which was confidered 
as impregnate : and, in fa£b, when the French made their 
attack upon him, fuch it proved. 

In every point of view, we are warranted in conclud- 
ing, that Lord Nelfon has rendered a moft important fer^ 
vice to humanity by his late decifive and fplendid vi6lory. 
If the hoftile cabinets of Europe fliould prudently avail 
themfelves of its impreflion upon the enemy, and of the 
proud and commanding fituation in which it has placed 
their forces, ap honourable and glorious peace may be the 
happy refult. The profpeS of a general and lafting am- 
nefty is, indeed, the only point of view in which the defla- 
tions of war can be, in any degree, tolerable to a feeling 
mind ; the dreadful price of one yiQory, well improved, 
tends to prevent further effufions pf blood. An enemy- 
grows more reafonable as he becomes lefs powerful ; and 
thus partial evil is produdive of uniyerfalgood. 

A.N.S, 
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LORD VISCOUNT HOOD, 

ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE. 

THEfpirit of the chTiftian religion is manifcftly avcrfc 
to war, but notwiihftanding this, certain it is, noclafs of the 
community has produced a greater number of naval and 
militaiy officers than the clergy of Great Britain. 

The fubjcS of this article was born in Somerfctfhirc, 
andhisfa'her was firfl: vicar of Butleigh, in that county, 
and then rcQor of Thornccombe, in Devonfhiie. His 
place of rcfidence 3m\ education, after he had grown up, 
being in a maritime fituation, gave him a tafte for a fca- 
faring life ; and his propenfity to that calling being irrefif- 
tible, he was ftationed on the quarter deck of a man-of-war, 
and entered on the books as a midfhipman. Happening to 
fcrve under Admiral Smith, who fat as prefid».nt of the fa- 
mous couTt-marhal on the unfortunate Byng, he attained 
the rank of lieutenant, by his patronage, and diftinguilhed 
himfv. If, on various occafions, by his pcrfonal intrepidity : 
in confcqucnccof one act of gallantry in particular, he re- 
ceived a wound in the hand, but happily etFc61:edhis pur- 
pofe, which was the mod defperate an officer can be em- 
ployed Ml-— that of cutting out and capturing a vcflll be- 
longing to thi' enemy, by means of an armed boat. 

In the beginning of the memorable conteft, denominated 
from the peiiod of its duration the feven years ivar, he was 
promoted to the rank of poft captain, and foon after obtain- 
ed the Vcfta!, a frigate of thirty-two guns. Having left 
Portfmouth, on tnc 13th of February, 1759, under Admi- 
ral I-loinies, and happening to be to windward, he defcried 
thr Bellona, a French vefltl of equal force, commanded by 
Count Beauhonoir; on this, Captain Hood inftantly made 

fai! 
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lail a-fiead^ came to clofe quarters, and commenced and 
.'Continued an aftlon of nearly four hour's duration, which 
.ended in the capture of his antagonift. 

On this occafion, he certainly had the advantage over 
the enemy, in what is emphatically termed a clear pip^ ]u(t 
out of port, while the count's had been diftant many 
months from Europe, and was then on her return from 
A'lartinico, which had been attacked by an Englifh fqua- 
dron, and foon after Surrendered to his Majefty's arms. 
This, however, wa« confidered as fo gallant an a6lion, that 
the famous circumnavigator, Ix>rd Anfon, then at the head 
of the adnriiralty, prefented the young captain to George 
II. and had the command of the Africa of fixty-four guns * 
knmediately conferred upon htm, a« a feward for his conr 

dua. 

On the peace of Paris, Captain Hood, with a crowd of 
Other brave fea-officers, as well as the vefTels they had com- 
manded, were laid up in ordinary. He, however, had the good 
fortune to be moored in a very profperous birth ; for 
knowing that intereft in times of tranquilfity was to the 
full as good as merit during hoftilities, and induced, no 
doubt, alfo by the ftill more powerful fedu6tions of love 
and attachment, he had contrived, in 1753, to form a 
matrimonial alliance with Mifs Sufanna Lindzee, daughter 
of the Mayor of Plyrnouth, a gentleman who poflefled 
great intereft in the corporation. By thisjady, he had a 
fon, born inthecourfe of ihefucceeding year, who is now 
the Honourable Captain Hood, an officer not inferior to 
his father in point of bravery and enterprize, and v^^ho has 
diftlnguifhed himfelf very eminently in the courfe of the 
prefent war, by thefeaman-like conduQ he difplayed in. 
efcaping from the batteries of Toulon, the pprt of which 
he had entered under the idea of its being ftill in the poft- 
feflion of the Englifti. 

When 
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When the unfortunate conteft took place wirh America, 
the fubjc<E^ of thefe memoirs accepted a command, and it 
is not a little memorable, that but one* military, and no 
one naval officer, Teemed to think it either unconflitutional 
or unjuft. In November, 1768, we find him on the Bof- 
ton (lation, and it is much to his honour, that while Gen. 
Gage, and fome other officers, were deceiving the nation 
and the miniilry, about the quiet and peaceable difpofition 
of the inhabitants in general, and anticipating the fpcedy 
punifhment of Wafhington, Adams, Hancock, &c. then 
denominated ** rebels" but now recognized by recent 
treaties among " our good and faithful allies," he boldly 
and manfully told the truth, and defcribed the colonies as 
in a Aate of ferment and diflati^fadion, not cafily to be 
quieted. 

In a fliort time, France, governed by the ufual policy 
of dates, and deeming this a fair opportunity, by dif- 
membering the colonies, to Itffen the ftrength and diminifh 
the refourccs of Great Britain, determined to exert herfelf 
in behalf of America ; and foon after ^he capture of Gen. 
Eurgoyne, Louis XVI. entered into a commercial treaty 
with that power, now afpiring to attain the independence 
which it had meditated and proclaimed. On this the 
King of England withdrew his ambaflador from Verfailles, 
and declared war.' 

The dominions of France being fuppofed moft vulnera- 
ble in the extremities, it was detei mined to fend a power- 
ful fleet to the Weft-Indies. Sir Samuel Hood, now an 
Admiralg, and a baronent, went thither, and foon diftin- 
guifned himfelf by his intrepidity and fkill, particularly in 
the BafTeTerre Road, February, 1782, when, with an 
inferior fleet, he foiled the Count de GraflTe. That officer, 

who 

* J^rd Effingham, afterwards governor of Jamaica. 
§ He received biii flag in 1 7 80. 
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who begaa to be celebrated, in confequence of his exploits 
in America^ intended to make a defcent on Barbadoes, the 
oldeft of our fettlements in the W.eft-Indies ; but being 
driven to leeward by the current?, he determined to attack 
St. Kitts, at which place-he had arrived with twenty-nine 
two-deckers ; but the Englifh fquadron, confiding of 
only twenty-two large Ihips, formed a line of battle, and 
manoeuvred in fuch a manner as to entice the French ad- 
miral to quit the anchorage, which was inftantly occupied 
by his more dexterous a ntagonift. Next morning. Sir Sa- 
muel was attacked by the whole French fleet, but he gave 
them fo warm a reception, that they were foon obliged to 
iheer oflF*. Notwithftanding this fervice, and the pre- 
di&ionof the Englilh commander refpefiing the defence of 
the Briraftone Hill, St. Kitts foon after furrendered to Ge- 
neral Bouille, then a mod enterprifmg commander, and 
now an emigrant in this country. 

In the important viflory of the I2th of April, of the 
fame year, which would have been ftill more memorable 
in the annals of Great Britain, had it not been eclipfed by 
the brilliant achievmentsofa recent period, we find Admi- 
ral Kood aSing as fecond in command ; and it is thus that 
Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart, commander in chief, 
fpeaks of hisfervices in his difpatches, dated Formidable, 
April 14th, 1782. 

" It has pleafed God, out of his divine pi evidence, to 
«< grant to his Majefty's arms a moft complete vidlory over 
•* the fleets of his enemies, commanded by Count de Graflc, 
" who is himfelf captured, with the Ville de Paris, and four 
" othei fkips, bcfides one funk in the adion. 

" Both 

* " Many oF the French flijps muft have fufTcrcd very confidcrablv, 
« awd the Ville de Parit was upon the heel all the next day, covering her 
" Hint hole". By information from the fhorc, the French' fliips have fcnt 
<' to St. Euftatius upwards of loco wounded men," 

Letter from SirS, H90J, Bt, to Mr. Stephens tf the Admiralty. 
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" Both fleets have greatly AifFcred ; but it is with the hlgh- 
" eft falisfni^tion I canafTure their lordihips, that though the 
M xnafis, fails, rigging, and hulls oF the Britilh fleet are da- 
•« maged, yet the lofs of men has been fo fmall, cnnfider- 
«* ing the length of the battle, and the clofe aiftion they fo 
" long fuflained, and in which both fleets lo('k^d upon the 
** honour of their king and country to be moll elFentially 
" concerned. The great fupply of naval ftores lately ariiv- 
' " in the Well Indies, will, 1 flatter inyfelf» foon repair all 
" the damages his Majefty's fleet has fuflained. 

" Tlie gallant behaviour of the oflicers and men of the 
" fleet I have the honour to command, has been fuch as mull 
•* for ever endear them to all the lovers of their king and 
" country. The noble behaviour of my fecond in command, 
•« SIR SAMUEL HOOD, Bart. ♦ who in both adions 
** moll confpicuoufly exerted himfelf, demands my warmed 
" encomiums. My third in command, Rear Admiral Drake, 
** who with his divifion led the battle on the I2thy deferves 
" the higheft praife, &c. 

Immediately after the engagement, Admiral Samuel 
Hood, to whom the French admiral had (Iruck his colours, 
was difpatched by Sir George to the Mona Paffage, in or- 
der to intercept fuch of the enemy's fquadron as might en- 
deavour to efcape in that diredion. In confequence of 
this he captured two line-of- battle (hips and two frigates, 
on the 9th of April, 1782, with the lofs of only fix killed 
and fourteen wounded, and on the commander in ch?ef^s 
repairing to Port-Royal harbour, in Jamaica, with the 
enemy's (hips, and fuch of his own fquadron as were 
crippled, he left his fecond, with all the men-of-war capable 
of keeping the ft a, amounting tp about 25 fail of the 

line, 

* Sir Samuel on this occafion led the van diyiiion, confiding of the 
Royal Cak, Alfred, Montague, Yarmouth, Valiant, Barfleur, Monarch, 
Warrior, BcHqueux, Centaur, Magnificent, and William. He himftli* 
was lUtioned on board the Barflcur of 90 guns ; hi^ own captai:i was 
Kni;',ht ; the other captains were Burnett, who led the. whole on the ftur- 
board tack, and Haync, Bowcn, Parry, Guodall, Reynolds, Wall^^ce 
(Sir James), Sutherland, Inglcficld, Linzce, and Wilfon. 
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line, off Cape Frani9ois, in St. Domingo, with a view tt> 
watch the enemy's motions, and prevent any further hof- 
tile movements on their part. 

The peace, that foon after enfued, once more inter- 
rupted the profeffional exertions of Admiral Hood ; he was 
now decorated, however, with Irifh honours, and launcli- 
ed bv the miniftry on the ocean of politics. Sir George 
Rodney having been created an Englifti baron, a vacancy 
forWeftminfter enfued, and it was fondly hoped that the 
tideof popularity would fet in fo ftrong in that city, which 
is theufual refidence of royalty, that he would be return- 
ed without difficulty ; this, however, proved fallaeioiw, 
and his fon experienced the mortification of being obliged' 
to withdraw his father's name.* 

At the diflblution of parliament, in 1 784, the condufib 
of the coalition miniftry had fo thoroughly difgufted the 
nation, that his lordfliip once more ftarted, and that too 
under more fortunate aufpices ; for we find that during the 
memorable ftruggle, in which Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. 
Fox were rival candidates, the name of the gallant admi- 
ral ftood at the head of the poll. 

In the preceding parliament he alfo reprefented i]\c 
fame conftituents ; but they were fo difappointed in ref- i 

pe£t to his exertions, and fo thoroughly difgufled with ! 

his attachment to the miniftry, in oppofition to their de- 
clared fentiments, that at the laft general eledion he ' 
deemed it prudent to accept of a peerage, infteadofan 
eledtive feat in Parliament; and adminiftration having 
thus fccured him an honourable retreat, they immediately 
put another of their naval adherents into nomination, who, \ 
jifier a celebrated conteft, proved finally fuccefsful. 'j 

No ;i 

f Lord JohnTownficad was the fuccefsful candidate. 1 1 
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No fooncr had a contcft with France taken place, than 
the eyes of the people and the cabinet were direded to- 
wards the mod able commanders in the naval fervice, and 
£xed in particular on Lord Hood. That nobleman was 
accordingly placed at the head of a powerful fleet, and fent 
to the Mediterranean. France, at this moment, was dif- 
fra6Ved by civil broils, and a grand eflFort was now made 
by the Englifti miniftry, in conjunSion with the royalifts 
of the fouth, to difmember the empire, or at lead to de- 
ftrov one of her grand naval arfenals. We accordingly 
finci Admiral Lord Hood taking pofTefnon of Toulon, and 
lidding it for feveral months. It was deftined, however^ 
that a fudJen change of fortune fliould reftore the fecond 
lea-port to the republic. Accordingly that place being in- 
verted. General O'Hara, the governor, who had made a 
fortie, was unfortunately wounded and taken prifoaer ; and 
Lord Hood^s difpaich, from on board the Vi6kory, an- 
nouncing this event, was blamed for being lefs delicate 
than the occafion required. Soon after this the troops un- 
der General Dugommier ftormed and took the heights, and 
fuch was the refolqtion of the befieging army, and the 
conduS of Ricard, Freron, Barras, and Robefpierre, 
jun. joined to the fkill of young Buonaparte, then afling 
as an engineer, that the town foon ceafed to be tenable. 

In confequence of this event, it was at length deter- 
mined to evacuate the place : and as it would have been 
cruel to have left fuch of the natives as had preferred the 
tlominion of England to that of their own country, the 
men-of-war were crowded with the wretched inhabitants ; 
and onboard the Robust alone, although flie is but a 
third rate, about 2,300 of them v/cre brought off. 

On this occafion, ten fail of the line in the harbour, 
and three fail of the line on the flocks, were deftroyed, 

under 
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tinder the direflions of Sir Sidney Smith, then a£Hng as z 
volunteer, and three fail of the line and four frigates were 
brought off.* 

Immediately afier thefe memorable exploits, Lord Hood 
quitted the outer bay of Toulon, and rendezvoufed with 
Ms fleet at the Hieres, where they were lucky enough to 
fhelter themfelves during a very heavy gale of wind. 

But it-was not to the capture of this great arfenal, that 
the admiral confined his exploits. Early in the fame year, 
he had blockaded the port of Genoa, which was loudly ex- 
claimed againft at that period, as an infringement of the 
laws of nations, and agrofs violation of the neutrality of 
that petty, but then independent, ftate. Our fleet in the 
Mediterranean alfo bridled the grand Duke of Tufcany, 
and forced him into compliances which, had it not been 
for his powerful family alliances, might have ended in the 
annihilation of his petty fovereignty. 

In February, his lordftiip had alfo made an unfuccefsful 
attack an the ifland of Corfica ; from which he was 
obliged to defift in confequence of a violent gale of wind, 
which drove him to fea ; and on the 29th of the fame 
month he anchored at Porto Ferraro. The next atternpt 
on Corfica proved infinitely more fortunate; for that little 
ftate, which Genoa affeded to denominate a kingdom, and 
which conferred " a barren crown" on the head of Theo- 
dore, 

* Here follows a fummary of the pirticulars of that cJcbraied 
event ; 

Burnt - • J5 

Efcaped the flames - .8 

Brought ofi" by Lord Hood - 3 

Burnt at Leghorn (Le Scipio) i 

bent to Breft with refraftory fcamcn - 4 

Total 31 
N. B. The French afTert that fcveral men-of-war, fuppofed to hare 
been burnt by the EngUfti, liavc fincc been equipped and lent to fea. 
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dore, u'ns annexed, for a fliort lime, to the dominions of 
Great Britain; but after fwallowini; up immenfe wealth, it 
was happily for the nation wrefted from us by the enemy. 

After performing ihefe fervices, Lord Hood retired to his 
native land; and notwithftanding he is now in the vale of 
years, he is equally ready, as before, to hoift his blue 
jack, and command the fquadrons of his country. 

Mis majerty at all time has been ready to reward his me- 
fits. He was created a baronet when the king vifited the 
fljet at Portfaiouih, i:i 1783, at which time he was port- 
admiral there, in tlio room of Admiral Pye, then lately 
dcceafcd; in September, 1783, he became a baron of ire- 
land ; and on May 28th, i 796, a vifcount of Gieat Bri- 
tain. His lady was created a peerefs of Great Britain, 
March 27th, 1795, and Iiis brother, Alexander-Arthur, 
Admiral of the White, Vice- Admiral of Great Britain, 
a Knight of the Bath, and Baron of Great Britain, May 
28th, 1796. 

The heralds, in allufion to the element on which he has 
diftingiiiflied himfelf, have given him a brace of mermaids 
for fjpporters ; and the motio 

" YENTIS SECUNDIS,'* 

mi;(l be allowed to bo pccul:.::ly appropriate. 
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